
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Wednesday in the Week of Rorate Coeli: The Fourth Sunday in Advent

December 22, 2021

Order of Service: Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 109
Propers: Oremus: A Lutheran Breviary

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Advent Invitatory and Venite
Behold, the King comes:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.



Behold, the King comes:
O come, let us worship Him.

Office Hymn: High Word of God, Who Once Didst Come - 10th Century (Tune: 106)
High Word of God, who once didst come, 
Leaving Thy Father and Thy home,
To succor by Thy birth our kind, 
When, towards Thy advent, time declined,

Pour light upon us from above, 
And fire our hearts with Thy strong love,
That, as we hear Thy Gospel read, 
All fond desires may flee in dread;

That when Thou comest from the skies, 
Great Judge, to open Thine assize,
To give each hidden sin its smart, 
And crown as kings the pure in heart,

We be not set at Thy left hand, 
Where sentence due would bid us stand,
But with the saints Thy face may see, 
Forever wholly loving Thee.

STAND
Praise to the Father and the Son, 
Through all the ages as they run;
And to the holy Paraclete 
Be praise with them and worship meet. Amen.

Psalm 19 Tone 7

-`cYcc]ckcjchcjc]v]ccUcc]chcgcfcdc}
Antiphon
The statutes of the LORD are right, re`joicing the heart;/ The commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlight`ening the eyes;

Psalm
The heavens declare the `glory of God;/ And the firmament shows `His handiwork.
2Day unto `day utters speech,/ And night unto night `reveals knowledge.
3There is no `speech nor language/ Where their `voice is not heard.
4Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their words to the `end of the world./ In 
them He has set a tabernacle `for the sun,
5Which is like a bridegroom coming out `of his chamber,/ And rejoices like a strong man `to run 
its race.



6Its rising is from one end of heaven, And its circuit to `the other end;/ And there is nothing
hid`den from its heat.
7The law of the LORD is perfect, con`verting the soul;/ The testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making `wise the simple;
8The statutes of the LORD are right, re`joicing the heart;/ The commandment of the LORD is
pure, enlight`ening the eyes;
9The fear of the LORD is clean, endur`ing forever;/ The judgments of the LORD are true and 
righteous `altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, `than much fine gold;/ Sweeter also than 
honey and `the honeycomb.
11Moreover by them Your `servant is warned,/ And in keeping them there `is great reward.
12Who can under`stand his errors?/ Cleanse me `from secret faults.
13Keep back Your servant also from `presumptuous sins;/ Let them not have domin`ion over me.
Then I `shall be blameless,/ And I shall be innocent of `great transgression.
14 Let the `words of my mouth/ and the medita`tion of my heart
Be acceptable in `Your sight, O LORD,/ my strength and `my Redeemer.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
The statutes of the LORD are right, re`joicing the heart;/ The commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlight`ening the eyes;

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: John 15:26
[Jesus said:] When the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. John 15:26

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Apostles’ Creed – Third Article
What is the 3rd article of the Creed?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives me and all believers all our
sins; and at the last day He will raise up me and all the dead, and will grant me and all 
believers in Christ eternal life.  This is most certainly true.

First Lection: 2 Peter 3:8-10
8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count 
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 



come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the 
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the 
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Wednesday Canticle: Exultavit Cor Meum (Song of Hannah) – 1 Samuel 12 Tone 7

-`cYcc]ckcjchcjc]v]ccUcc]chcgcfcdc}
Antiphon
You will show me `the path of life;/ In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 
pleasures `forevermore.

Canticle
† My heart rejoices `in the LORD;/ My horn is exalt`ed in the LORD.
I smile at `my enemies,/ Because I rejoice in `Your salvation.
2“No one is holy like the LORD, For there is `none besides You,/ Nor is there any `rock like 
our God.
3“Talk no more so `very proudly;/ Let no arrogance `come from your mouth,
For the LORD is the `God of knowledge;/ And by Him `actions are weighed.
4“The bows of the mighty `men are broken,/ And those who stumbled are `girded with 
strength.
6“The LORD kills `and makes alive;/ He brings down to the grave `and brings up.
7The LORD makes `poor and makes rich;/ He brings `low and lifts up.
8He raises the `poor from the dust/ And lifts the beggar `from the ash heap,
To set them `among princes/ And make them inherit the `throne of glory.
For the pillars of the `earth are the LORD’s,/ And He has set the `world upon them.
9He will guard the feet of His saints, But the wicked shall be si`lent in darkness./ For by 
strength no `man shall prevail.
10The adversaries of the LORD shall be brok`en in pieces;/ From heaven He will thun`der 
against them.
The LORD will judge the `ends of the earth./ He will give strength to His king, And exalt the
horn of `His anointed.”

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
You will show me `the path of life;/ In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 
pleasures `forevermore.

Second Lection: St. Matthew 3:7-12
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to 
them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits
worthy of repentance, 9 and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 



For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10 And even 
now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He 
who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will 
thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn; but He will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Hymn: 104, O Bride of Christ, Rejoice
O Bride of Christ , rejoice! 
Exultant raise thy voice
To hail the day of glory 
Foretold in sacred story.
Hosanna, praise, and glory, 
Our King, we bow before Thee.

Let shouts of gladness rise 
Triumphant to the skies.
Here comes the King most glorious 
To reign o’er all victorious.
Hosanna, praise, and glory, 
Our King, we bow before Thee.

He wears no kingly crown, 
Yet as a King He’s known;
Though not arrayed in splendor, 
He still makes death surrender.
Hosanna, praise, and glory, 
Our King, we bow before Thee.

The weak and timid find 
Him gentle, good, and kind;
To them He gives a treasure 
Of bliss beyond all measure.
Hosanna, praise, and glory, 
Our King, we bow before Thee.

Thy heart now open wide, 
Bid Christ with thee abide;
He graciously will hear thee, 
And be forever near thee.



Hosanna, praise, and glory, 
Our King, we bow before Thee.

Then go thy Lord to meet, 
Strew palm-leaves at His feet;
Thy garments spread before 
Him and honor and adore Him.
Hosanna, praise, and glory, 
Our King, we bow before Thee.

E’en babes with one accord
With thee shall praise the Lord,
And ev’ry Gentile nation
Respond with exultation.
Hosanna, praise, and glory,
Our King, we bow before Thee.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Morning Canticle: The Benedictus
Advent Antiphon
The Lord and Ruler, comes from Heaven: and in His hand are honor and dominion.

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.



Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Advent Antiphon
The Lord and Ruler, comes from Heaven: and in His hand are honor and dominion.

Advent Litany
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O God the Father, who so love the world: that You gave Your only-begotten Son to save us;
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, who once came in the likeness of sinful flesh to suffer for us, and will come again to be 
our Judge;

Have mercy upon us.

O God, the Holy Ghost, who mercifully visits the souls of Your elect, to abide with us forever;
Have mercy upon us.

O Holy Trinity, Blessed forevermore,
Be favorable to us, and bless us.

From the snares of the world, the flesh, and the devil;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From impenitence, unbelief, and neglect of Your holy commandments;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From all carelessness, and forgetfulness of You;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From Your wrath, whether in this world, or in the world to come;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From a slumbering conscience, and from an unprepared death;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the compassion, and long-suffering of God the Father;
Good Lord, deliver us.



By Your first Coming in lowliness;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your Passion, and most precious Death;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your mediatorial Intercession for us before the Father;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your second Coming in Your glorious majesty;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mercies and consolations of God the Holy Spirit;
Good Lord, deliver us.

In our days of sorrow, weakness, and tribulation: 
Help and defend us, O Lord.

In our last sickness, and in the hour of death,
Help and defend us, O Lord.

In Your awful Judgment, when the last sentence is pronounced,
Deliver us, O holy and merciful Savior.

That You would vouchsafe to us true repentance and a pure conscience;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would enable us to bear all our trials patiently, and to glorify You in our daily life;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would defend and govern Your holy church, especially in this land;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would vouchsafe to all our brethren, especially those most dear to us, unity, peace, and true 
concord;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would vouchsafe to the afflicted and suffering in soul or body Your merciful aid and 
deliverance;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would vouchsafe to all Your faithful departed, perpetual light, and hasten the consummation of
their bliss;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.



That You would continually exalt our minds to heavenly desires;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That we may be more and more perfected in the fruits of the Spirit, and more entirely conformed to Your
most holy will;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That being uncertain of the hour of our death, we may study to be watchful, and prepared to give an 
account of our stewardship;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world;
Grant us Your peace.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Amen.

Our Father...

Prayers 
For the Week of the Fourth Sunday in Advent
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, and help us with Your great might, that whatever is 
hindered by our sins may be speedily accomplished by Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

For the Litany
Almighty Lord our God, direct our steps into the way of peace, and strengthen our hearts to obey
Your commandments; may the Dayspring visit us from on high and give light to those who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death that they may adore Your for Your mercy, follow You for Your 
truth, and desire You for Your sweetness. Amen.



For the Morning
O Lord, God almighty, who has brought us to the beginning of this day, save us today by Your 
power, that we may not fall into sin this day, but that all our thoughts, words, and works may be 
directed to the fulfillment of Your will, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


