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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS – if you are participating in the live stream during this time, welcome to our Divine
Service! If we can assist you in any way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual
struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our 
prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson 

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks to You that of Your 
mercy and compassion You caused Your Son to become incarnate, and through Him redeemed
us from sin and everlasting death: We beseech You, enlighten our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, 
that we may ever be thankful for such grace, and comfort ourselves thereby in all tribulation 
and temptation, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Liturgy of the Word

Prelude Music

Hymn of Invocation: The Lutheran Hymnal 104, Now Praise We Christ, the Holy One
Solo Now praise we Christ, the Holy One, 

The blessed virgin Mary’s Son,
Far as the glorious sun doth shine 
E’en to the world’s remote confine.

He who Himself all things did make 
A servant’s form vouchsafed to take

2



That He as man mankind might win 
And save His creatures from their sin.

All The grace and power of God the Lord 
Upon the mother was outpoured;
A virgin pure and undefiled 
In wondrous wise conceived a child.

The noble mother bore a Son – 
For so did Gabriel’s promise run, –
Whom John confessed and leaped with joy 
Ere yet the mother knew her Boy.

Upon a manger filled with hay 
In poverty content He lay;
With milk was fed the Lord of all, 
Who feeds the ravens with they call.

The heavenly choirs rejoice and raise 
Their voice to God in songs of praise.
To humble shepherds is proclaimed 
The Shepherd who the world hath framed.

All honor unto Christ be paid, 
Pure Offspring of the favored maid
With Father and with Holy Ghost, 
Till time in endless time be lost.

Introit            Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon (Pastor) Unto us a Child is born, unto us a `Son is given:/ And the government will 
be up`on His shoulder.
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, `the Mighty God:/ The Everlasting Father, 
`the Prince of Peace.
Psalm (All) Oh, sing to the `Lord a new song!:/ For He has done `marvelous things; 
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The Lord has made known `His salvation:/ His righteousness He has revealed in the 
sight `of the nations. 
He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the `house of Israel:/ All the ends 
of the earth have seen the salva`tion of our God. 
Shout joyfully to the `Lord, all the earth:/ Break forth in song, rejoice, `and sing praises.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) Unto us a Child is born, unto us a `Son is given:/ And the government will 
be up`on His shoulder.
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, `the Mighty God:/ The Everlasting 
Father, `the Prince of Peace.

The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.
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Salutation & Collect for the Day
P: Let us pray: Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, that the new birth of Your only-
begotten Son in the flesh may set us free, who are held in the old bondage under the yoke of 
sin; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 34:17-21, 34-38
P: In those days it came to pass in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the 
month, that the tabernacle was raised up.  So Moses raised up the tabernacle, fastened its 
sockets, set up its boards, put in its bars, and raised up its pillars.  And he spread out the tent 
over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent on top of it, as the LORD had commanded 
Moses.  He took the Testimony and put it into the ark, inserted the poles through the rings of 
the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of the ark.  And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, 
hung up the veil of the covering, and partitioned off the ark of the Testimony, as the LORD had
commanded Moses. ... Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle of meeting, 
because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  Whenever 
the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in 
all their journeys.  But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till the day that
it was taken up.  For the cloud of the LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and fire was over
it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All)   Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Your people shall be volunteers in the day `of Your power:/ In the beauties of holiness, 
from the womb `of the morning.
The Lord said to my Lord, Sit `at My right hand:/ Till I make Your ene`mies Your 
footstool.
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Solo: Away in a Manger

Epistle: Hebrews 1:1-12
P: Brethren: God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers 
by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir 
of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory 
and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, 
when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more 
excellent name than they.  For to which of the angels did He ever say: "You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You"? And again: "I will be to Him a Father, And He shall be to Me a 
Son"? But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: "Let all the angels of 
God worship Him."  And of the angels He says: "Who makes His angels spirits And His 
ministers a flame of fire."  But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; 
A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom.  You have loved righteousness and
hated lawlessness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more 
than Your companions."  And: "You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, 
And the heavens are the work of Your hands.  They will perish, but You remain; And they will
all grow old like a garment; Like a cloak You will fold them up, And they will be changed. 
But You are the same, And Your years will not fail."

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse (Pastor)  
Alleluia! Alleluia! The Lord has said unto Me, You are My Son: Today I Have begotten You. 
Alleluia!
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sequence Hymn: 136, O Jesus Christ, All Praise to Thee
Solo: O Jesus Christ, all praise to Thee, 

Thou who art pleased a man to be;
To dwell with men Thou dost not scorn, 
And angels shout to see Thee born, Alleluia.

Th’eternal Father’s only Son 
Now takes a manger for His throne:
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The everlasting fount of good, 
Assumes our mortal flesh and blood. Alleluia.

He whom the world cannot enclose 
In Mary’s bosom doth repose;
To be a little Child He deigns 
Who all things by Himself sustains. Alleluia.

C: Th’eternal Light to us descends, 
Its brightness to the earth it lends,
And pure shines upon our night, 
To make us children of the light. Alleluia.

The only Son, true God confessed, 
To His own world now comes a Guest;
And though this vale of tears our Guide, 
Doth in His heav’n our home provide. Alleluia.

In poorest guise to us He came, 
Himself He bears our sin and shame,
That, as His heirs in heav’n above, 
We may with angels share His love. Alleluia.

His love to show, surpassing thought! 
God’s Son this wondrous work hath wrought;
Then let us all unite to raise 
Our song of glad, unceasing praise. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel: St. John 1:1-18
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. John, the 1st chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He 
was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing
was made that was made.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And the light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  There was a man sent from 
God, whose name was John.  This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that 
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all through him might believe.  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
Light.  That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.  He was
in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  He 
came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.  But as many as received Him, to them 
He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  John bore witness of Him and cried out, 
saying, “This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He 
was before me.’ ”  And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.  For the law 
was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has seen 
God at any time.  The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared 
Him.

P: †This is the Holy Gospel.  
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
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          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 181, Of The Father’s Love Begotten 
Solo: Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega, He the Source, the Ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore.

Deut: At His word was all created; He commanded it was done:
Earth and heav’n, and depths of ocean, In their threefold order one;
All that grows beneath the shining Of the orbs of moon and sun,
Evermore and evermore.

He is found in human fashion Death and sorrow here to know
That the race of Adam’s children, Doomed by Law to endless woe,
May not henceforth die and perish In the depths of hell below,
Evermore and evermore.

C: O that birth forever blessed, When the Virgin full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race,
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.

O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing;
Pow’rs dominions, bow before Him And extol our God and King.
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Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.

This is He whom heav’n-taught singers Sang of old with one accord;
Whom the Scriptures of the prophets Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the Long-expected; Let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.

Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: 142, Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn
C: Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn! A Savior unto us is born,

The Christ, the Lord of glory.  His lowly birth in Bethlehem
The angels from on high proclaim and sing redemption’s story.
My soul, Extol God’s great favor; Bless Him ever For salvation. 
Give Him praise and adoration.

Soloist: Jesu Bambino

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Note: The Intercessions conclude with the blessing: “The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ...” The live stream is then turned off for the Holy Communion.

The Elements are prepared for the Holy Communion

Hymn of Preparation: 133, Come, All Ye Faithful
C: O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore Him… Christ, the Lord!
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God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! He comes forth from the Virgin’s womb.
Our very God, begotten not created,
O come, let us adore Him… Christ, the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
O come, let us adore Him… Christ, the Lord!

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning,
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv’n;
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;
O come, let us adore Him… Christ, the Lord!

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion

The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface & Sanctus: pp. 73-76
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for in the mystery of the Word made 
flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory, that, seeing You in the Person of Your 
Son, we may be drawn to the love of those things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
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Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is My † 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: 
“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My † blood, which is shed for you 
and for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.”

The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
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grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Communion

Hymn of Thanksgiving: 148, Praise God the Lord, Ye Sons of Men, sts. 1, 2, 6-8
C: Praise God the Lord, ye sons of men, 

Before His highest throne;
Today He opens heaven again 
And gives us His own Son,
And gives us His own Son.

He leaves His heavenly Father's throne, 
Is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone, 
Lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.

A wondrous change which He does make! 
He takes our flesh and blood,
And He conceals for sinner’s sake 
His majesty of God,
His majesty of God.

He serves that I a lord may be; 
A great exchange indeed!
Could Jesus' love do more for me 
To help me in my need,
To help me in my need?

For us He opens wide the door 
Of paradise today;;
The angel guards the gate no more, 
To God our thanks we pay,
To God our thanks we pay.
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The Collect of Thanksgiving: pp. 82-83
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 
to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal, 92, Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
All Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies;
Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies.
Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art!

Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee.
Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child;
Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild,
Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee!
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Now through His son doth shine The Father’s grace divine.
Death o’er us had reign-ed Through sin and vanity;
He for us obtain-ed Eternal joy on high.
May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there!

Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground?
Where the angels singing With all His saints unite,
Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light.
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Merry Christmas to Everyone!

A special thank you to our organist and to the soloists for all of your
participation last night and this morning.

God bless your festivities today and throughout 
the Twelve Days of Christmas!
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