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† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O Lord Jesus Christ, King of glory, King of kings and Lord of 
lords, the Son of the living God and Son of David, come. Come now to Your Church that You 
have purchased with Your blood. Come with Your gracious presence, that we may rejoice in 
You. Come and rule over us, that we may serve and follow You. Come with Your love, 
humility, and perfect obedience, and let Your lowliness become our glory. Come into the 
midst of Your people and bless us, for we are Your heritage. Forgive us our sin, and do not 
cast away Your servants in anger, for You are meek and gracious. Clothe us with the garment 
of Your righteousness, for You are the only righteous one and our Helper. Satisfy us with the 
abundance of Your mercy, for You became poor for our sakes, that by Your poverty we might 
be made rich. Hear us, Lord Jesus, for the sake of Your holy Name.  Amen.

The Office of Vespers
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 120

Prelude Music & Ringing of the Bell

Blessing of the Christmas Crèche
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

P: Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, on this night You caused Your only-begotten 
Son to be born of the blessed Virgin Mary for our salvation. Bless this crèche, which shows 
forth the wonders of that sacred birth, that all who behold it may ponder and adore the 
mystery of His holy incarnation and may joyfully partake of His divine grace unto life eternal;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

P: The Lord Almighty, the Father, the † Son and the Holy Spirit, bless this crèche for use in 
His Church.
C: Amen.

Hymn of Invocation: 572, O Gladsome Light, O Grace
C: O gladsome Light, O Grace Of God the Father’s Face,

Eternal splendor wearing: Celestial, holy, blest,
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Our Savior Jesus Christ, Joyful in Thine appearing.

Now, as day fadeth quite; We see the evening light,
Our humble hymn outpouring, Father of might unknown,
Thee, His incarnate Son, And Holy Ghost adoring.

To Thee of right belongs All praise of holy songs,
O Son of God, Life-giver; Thee, therefore, O Most High,
The world doth glorify, And shall exalt forever.

Versicles: pp. 120
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make haste to help me, O Lord.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be: forever more.  Amen.  Alleluia!

Psalm 8 (chanted responsively)           Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon: Unto us a Child is born, `alleluia!: / Unto us a Son is given, `alleluia!
Psalm: O `LORD, our Lord,/ How excellent is Your name `in all the earth,
Who have `set Your glory/ a`bove the heavens!
2Out of `the mouth of babes/ and `nursing infants
You have ordained strength, Because of `Your enemies,/ That You may silence the enemy
and `the avenger.
3When I consider Your heavens, the work `of Your fingers,/ The moon and the stars, which 
`You have ordained,
4What is man that You are `mindful of him,/ And the son of man that `You visit him?
5For You have made him a little lower `than the angels,/ And You have crowned him with 
glo`ry and honor.
6You have made him to have dominion over the `works of Your hands;/ You have put all 
things `under his feet,
7All `sheep and oxen;/ Even the `beasts of the field,
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8The birds of the air, And the `fish of the sea/ That pass through the `paths of the seas.
9O `LORD, our Lord,/ How excellent is Your name `in all the earth!
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ And to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ And ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon: Unto us a Child is born, `alleluia!: / Unto us a Son is given, `alleluia!

First Lesson        Genesis 1 & 3
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form and 
void; and darkness was on the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters.  Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  And God saw the
light, that it was good; … Then God said, “Let us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  So God 
created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them.  Then God blessed them. … Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast 
of the field which the LORD God had made.  And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed 
said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of 
the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’” Then the 
serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  For God knows that in the day you eat of
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree 
desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with 
her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.  And they heard 
the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  
Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to Him, “Where are you?”  So he said, “I heard 
Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself.”  And He 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you that you should not eat?”  Then the man said, “The woman whom You gave 
to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.”   And the LORD God said to the woman, 
“What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  So the
LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all 
cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your belly you shall go, and you shall eat 
dust all the days of your life.  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”
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P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Carol: 110, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, sts. 1 & 6
C: O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Second Lesson      Genesis 22
Then the Angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: … 
blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the 
heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate 
of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Carol: 125, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, sts. 2 & 4
C: Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell; Jesus, our Immanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Come, Desire of Nations, come, Fix in us Thy humble home;
Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring Seed, Bruise in us the serpent’s head.
Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface; Print Thine image in its place;
O to all Thyself impart, Formed in each believing heart.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Third Lesson             Numbers 24
I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; A Star shall come out of Jacob; A Scepter 
shall rise out of Israel, and batter the brow of Moab, and destroy all the sons of tumult. And 
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Edom shall be a possession; Seir also, his enemies, shall be a possession, while Israel does 
valiantly. Out of Jacob One shall have dominion, and destroy the remains of the city.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 164, Now Are the Days Fulfilled, sts. 2 & 3
C: Now are the days fulfilled, Lo, Jacob’s Star is shining;

The gloomy night has fled Wherein the world lay pining.
Now, Israel, look on Him Who long thy heart hath thrilled;
Hear Zion’s watchmen cry: Now are the days fulfilled.

Now are the days fulfilled, The child of God rejoices;
No bondage of the Law, No curses that it voices,
Can fill our hearts with fear; On Christ our hope we build.
Behold the Prince of Peace – Now are the days fulfilled.

Fourth Lesson                Isaiah 7
Moreover,the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign for yourself from the LORD 
your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height above.”  But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, nor
will I test the LORD!” Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you 
to weary men, but will you weary my God also? “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Carol: 121, Behold, a Branch Is Growing, 1, 2, 5 (Tune: 113)
C: Behold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and grace,

As prophets sung, foreknowing; It springs from Jesse’s race
And bears one little Flow’r In midst of coldest winter,
At deepest midnight hour.

Isaiah hath foretold it In words of promise sure,
And Mary’s arms enfold It, A Virgin meek and pure.
Through God’s eternal will This Child to her is given
At midnight calm and still.
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O Savior, Child of Mary, Who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of Glory, Who dost our weakness know,
Bring us at length, we pray, To the bright courts of heaven
And to the endless day.

Fifth Lesson               Micah 5
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of
you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old,
from everlasting. Therefore He shall give them up, until the time that she who is in labor has 
given birth; then the remnant of His brethren shall return to the children of Israel. And He 
shall stand feed His flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 
LORD His God; and they shall abide, for now He shall be great to the ends of the earth and 
this One shall be peace.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 268, On Mary, Virgin Undefiled, sts. 1 & 3
C: On Mary, Virgin undefiled, Did God bestow His favor;

She bore a Son, the spotless Child, To Him be praise forever.
He hath us all from sin set free; Our stay be He, 
And rest eternal give us!

Inspired of God the prophets spake, And faithful proved their saying,
That Christ the bonds of sin doth break, Deliverance conveying
To all by Satan’s wiles enslaved; All shall be saved 
Who trust in Him, believing.

Sixth Lesson         Luke 1
Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin's name was Mary.  And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored 
one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!" But when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.  Then the angel said 
to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  "And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.  "He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of 
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His father David.  "And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom 
there will be no end."  Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a 
man?" And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born 
will be called the Son of God.  "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son 
in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.  "For with God 
nothing will be impossible."  Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be 
to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 115, All My Heart Sings and Rejoices, sts. 1-3
C: All my heart sings and rejoices 

As I hear Far and near Sweetest angel voices.
“Christ is born!” their choirs are singing
Till the air Ev’rywhere Now with joy is ringing.

Forth today the Conqu’ror goeth,
Who the foe, Sin and woe, Death and hell, o’erthroweth.
God is Man, man to deliver;
His dear Son Now is one With our blood forever.

Shall we still dread God’s displeasure,
Who, to save, Freely gave His most cherished Treasure?
To redeem us, He hath given
His own Son From the throne Of His might in heaven.

Seventh Lesson       Matthew 1
Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her 
husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put 
her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you 
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring for
a son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” So all 
this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 

Page 8 



saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know here till she
had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 115, All My Heart Sings and Rejoices, sts. 5-8
C: If our blessed Lord and Maker

Hated men, Would He then Be of flesh partaker?
If He in our woe delighted,
Would He bear All our care Of our race benighted?

He becomes the Lamb that taketh
Sin away And for aye Full atonement maketh.
For our life His own He tenders,
And our race, By His grace, Meet for glory renders.

Hark! A voice from yonder manger,
Soft and sweet, Doth entreat: “Flee from woe and danger.
Brethren, from all ills that grieve you
You are freed; All you need I will surely give you.”

Come, then, banish all your sadness,
One and all, Great and small; Come with songs of gladness.
Love Him who with love is glowing; 
Hail the Star Near and far Light and joy bestowing.

Eighth Lesson                    Luke 2
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caear Augustus, that all 
the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of 
Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one to his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
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wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 
them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to
pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, 
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which
was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which
were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 
heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had 
heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: TLH 85, From Heaven Above to Earth I Come, sts. 1-4
C: “From heav’n above to earth I come 

To bear good news to every home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing:

“To you this night is born a child  
Of Mary chosen virgin mild;
This little child, of lowly birth, 
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

“This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 
Who in all need shall aid afford;
He will Himself your Savior be 
From all your sins to set your free.
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“He will on you the gifts bestow 
Prepared by God for all below,
That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 
You may with us His glory share.

Ninth Lesson                                         Titus 3
But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying. 

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: TLH 85, From Heaven Above to Earth I Come, sts. 8, 9, 13-15 
C: Welcome to earth, Thou noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest!
Thou com’st to share my misery; 
What thanks shall I return to Thee?

Ah, Lord, who hast created all, 
How weak art Thou, how poor and small,
That Thou dost choose Thine infant bed 
Where humble cattle lately fed!

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee.

My heart for very joy doth lead, 
My lips no more can silence keep;
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradle-song:

Glory to God in highest heaven, 
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Who unto us His Son hath given!
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth.

Homily

Versicle & Magnificat: pp. 122-123
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: My soul magnifies the Lord: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For He has regarded: the low estate of His handmaiden:
For, behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For He that is mighty has done to me great things: and holy is His name.
And His mercy is on those that fear Him: from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with His arm: He has scattered the proud in the imagination of 

their hearts.
He has put down the mighty from their seats: and exalted those of low degree.
He has filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy: as He spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Kyrie: p. 124 
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Lord’s Prayer

Collects
P: O God, as You once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light,
grant, we beseech You, that we who have known the mysteries of that Light here on earth may
come to the fullness of Its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  
C: Amen.
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P: O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works proceed, give
Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments, and also that we, being defended by You from the fear of our enemies, may
pass our time in rest and quietness; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
C: Amen.

P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 
with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the 
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with us
and with all the faithful through time and eternity; You who live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit † be with you all.  
C: Amen.

Carols by Candlelight
The candles are lit and the lights are turned down. Please tip the unlit candle into the lighted candle to 
avoid spilling wax.

O Little Town of Bethlehem
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!     
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What Child Is This?
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The Babe the Son of Mary!

Silent Night
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon Virgin mother and Child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

The candles are extinguished and the lights turned up.

Dismissal Hymn: 138, Joy to the World
All Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing. ...
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Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy. ...

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found. ...

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love. …

Announcements & Postlude
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Welcome to all and Merry Christmas!
We are glad you are here!  

If you are visiting this evening, please take a moment to write down your
contact information so that we can have a record of your attendance and

send you a thank you note joining us in worship. We will be glad to
answer any questions you have about anything you have heard or seen

this evening. 

The Christmas Day Festival Holy Communion (Christ Mass)
is celebrated here at Concordia tomorrow at 10:00am 

We invite you to join us!
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