
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Christmas Eve

December 24, 2021

Order of Service: Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 109
Propers: Oremus: A Lutheran Breviary

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Advent Invitatory and Venite
Behold, the King comes:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.



Behold, the King comes:
O come, let us worship Him.

Office Hymn: High Word of God, Who Once Didst Come - 10th Century (Tune: 106)
High Word of God, who once didst come, 
Leaving Thy Father and Thy home,
To succor by Thy birth our kind, 
When, towards Thy advent, time declined,

Pour light upon us from above, 
And fire our hearts with Thy strong love,
That, as we hear Thy Gospel read, 
All fond desires may flee in dread;

That when Thou comest from the skies, 
Great Judge, to open Thine assize,
To give each hidden sin its smart, 
And crown as kings the pure in heart,

We be not set at Thy left hand, 
Where sentence due would bid us stand,
But with the saints Thy face may see, 
Forever wholly loving Thee.

STAND
Praise to the Father and the Son, 
Through all the ages as they run;
And to the holy Paraclete 
Be praise with them and worship meet. Amen.

Psalm 2 Tone 2

-v70cUcc]cgcjckcgc]v]cUcc]chcjcgcfc}
Antiphon
The LORD `has said to Me:/ ‘You are My Son, Today I have `begotten You.

Psalm
Why do `the nations rage,/ And the people `plot a vain thing?
2The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take coun`sel together,/ Against the 
LORD and against His A`nointed, saying,
3“Let us break Their `bonds in pieces/ And cast away `Their cords from us.”
4He who sits in the `heavens shall laugh;/ The Lord shall hold them `in derision.
5Then He shall speak to `them in His wrath,/ And distress them in His `deep displeasure:
6“Yet I `have set My King/ On My holy `hill of Zion.”
7“I will de`clare the decree:/ The LORD has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have `begotten 



You.
8Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your `inheritance,/ And the ends of the 
earth for `Your possession.
9You shall break them with a `rod of iron;/ You shall dash them to pieces like a `potter’s vessel.’”
10Now therefore, `be wise, O kings;/ Be instructed, you judg`es of the earth.
11Serve the `LORD with fear,/ And re`joice with trembling.
12 Kiss the Son, lest `He be angry,/ And you per`ish in the way,
When His wrath is kindled `but a little./ Blessed are all those who put `their trust in Him.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
The LORD `has said to Me:/ ‘You are My Son, Today I have `begotten You.

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: John 15:26
[Jesus said:] When the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. John 15:26

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Apostles’ Creed – Third Article
What is the 3rd article of the Creed?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives me and all believers all our
sins; and at the last day He will raise up me and all the dead, and will grant me and all 
believers in Christ eternal life.  This is most certainly true.

First Lection: Romans 1:1-6
Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of 
God 2 which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the 
flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead. 5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship 
for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name, 6 among whom you also are the called
of Jesus Christ.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.



Friday Canticle: Domine, Audivi (Song of Habakkuk) – Habakkuk 3 Tone 3

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}
Antiphon
Out of Zion, the perfect`tion of beauty,/ God `will shine forth.

Canticle
O LORD, I have heard Your speech `and was afraid;/ O LORD, revive Your work in the 
`midst of the years!
In the midst of the `years make it known;/ In wrath re`member mercy.
3God `came from Teman,/ The Holy One `from Mount Paran.
His glory co`vered the heavens,/ And the earth was `full of His praise.
4His brightness `was like the light;/ He had rays flashing from His hand, And there His 
pow`er was hidden.
5Before Him `went pestilence,/ And fever fol`lowed at His feet.
6He stood and `measured the earth;/ He looked and start`led the nations.
And the everlasting mountains were scattered, The perpetual `hills bowed./ His ways are 
`everlasting.
13You went forth for the salvation `of Your people,/ For salvation with `Your Anointed.
You struck the head from the house `of the wicked,/ By laying bare from foun`dation to 
neck.
18Yet I will re`joice in the LORD,/ I will joy in the God of `my salvation.
19The LORD `God is my strength;/ And He will make me walk `on my high hills.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
Out of Zion, the perfect`tion of beauty,/ God `will shine forth.

Second Lection: St. Matthew 1:18-25
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her 
husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her
away secretly. 20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, 
and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.” 22 So all this 
was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 
saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” 24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, 25 and did not know her till she 
had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.

 O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.



Devotional Reading

Hymn: 127, I Am So Glad When Christmas Comes
I am so glad when Christmas comes,
The night of Jesus’ birth,
When Bethl’em’s star shone as the sun
And angels sang with mirth.

The little Child of Bethlehem,
The King of heav’nly grace,
Came down from His exalted throne
To save our fallen race.

He’s now returned to heav’n above,
God’s Son He is always;
He ne’er forgets His little ones
But hears them when they pray.

I too would sing my Savior’s praise,
My joy, my crown, my Lord;
For He has made me His own child
By water and the Word.

I love this precious Christmas eve
And my dear Savior mild,
And I shall not forget the truth:
He loves me as His child.

I am so glad when Christmas comes:
Let anthems fill the air!
He opens wide for ev’ry child
His paradise so fair.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Morning Canticle: The Benedictus
Advent Antiphon
The Lord and Ruler, comes from Heaven: and in His hand are honor and dominion.

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;



That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Advent Antiphon
The Lord and Ruler, comes from Heaven: and in His hand are honor and dominion.

Advent Litany
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O God the Father, who so love the world: that You gave Your only-begotten Son to save us;
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, who once came in the likeness of sinful flesh to suffer for us, and will come again to be 
our Judge;

Have mercy upon us.

O God, the Holy Ghost, who mercifully visits the souls of Your elect, to abide with us forever;
Have mercy upon us.

O Holy Trinity, Blessed forevermore,
Be favorable to us, and bless us.



From the snares of the world, the flesh, and the devil;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From impenitence, unbelief, and neglect of Your holy commandments;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From all carelessness, and forgetfulness of You;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From Your wrath, whether in this world, or in the world to come;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From a slumbering conscience, and from an unprepared death;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the compassion, and long-suffering of God the Father;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your first Coming in lowliness;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your Passion, and most precious Death;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your mediatorial Intercession for us before the Father;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your second Coming in Your glorious majesty;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mercies and consolations of God the Holy Spirit;
Good Lord, deliver us.

In our days of sorrow, weakness, and tribulation: 
Help and defend us, O Lord.

In our last sickness, and in the hour of death,
Help and defend us, O Lord.

In Your awful Judgment, when the last sentence is pronounced,
Deliver us, O holy and merciful Savior.

That You would vouchsafe to us true repentance and a pure conscience;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would enable us to bear all our trials patiently, and to glorify You in our daily life;



We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would defend and govern Your holy church, especially in this land;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would vouchsafe to all our brethren, especially those most dear to us, unity, peace, and true 
concord;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would vouchsafe to the afflicted and suffering in soul or body Your merciful aid and 
deliverance;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would vouchsafe to all Your faithful departed, perpetual light, and hasten the consummation of
their bliss;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would continually exalt our minds to heavenly desires;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That we may be more and more perfected in the fruits of the Spirit, and more entirely conformed to Your
most holy will;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That being uncertain of the hour of our death, we may study to be watchful, and prepared to give an 
account of our stewardship;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world;
Grant us Your peace.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.



Kyrie eleison. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Amen.

Our Father…

I believe in God the Father Almighty...

Prayers 
For the Week of the Fourth Sunday in Advent
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, and help us with Your great might, that whatever is 
hindered by our sins may be speedily accomplished by Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

For the Litany
Almighty Lord our God, direct our steps into the way of peace, and strengthen our hearts to obey
Your commandments; may the Dayspring visit us from on high and give light to those who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death that they may adore Your for Your mercy, follow You for Your 
truth, and desire You for Your sweetness. Amen.

For the Morning
O Lord, God almighty, who has brought us to the beginning of this day, save us today by Your 
power, that we may not fall into sin this day, but that all our thoughts, words, and works may be 
directed to the fulfillment of Your will, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


