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Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Christmas Invitatory and Venite
Unto Us the Christ Is Born:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.



Unto Us the Christ Is Born:
O come, let us worship Him.

Office Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal 104, Now Praise We Christ, the Holy One
Now praise we Christ, the Holy One, 
The blessed virgin Mary’s Son,
Far as the glorious sun doth shine 
E’en to the world’s remote confine.

He who Himself all things did make 
A servant’s form vouchsafed to take
That He as man mankind might win 
And save His creatures from their sin.

The grace and power of God the Lord 
Upon the mother was outpoured;
A virgin pure and undefiled 
In wondrous wise conceived a child.

The noble mother bore a Son – 
For so did Gabriel’s promise run, –
Whom John confessed and leaped with joy 
Ere yet the mother knew her Boy.

Upon a manger filled with hay 
In poverty content He lay;
With milk was fed the Lord of all, 
Who feeds the ravens with they call.

The heavenly choirs rejoice and raise 
Their voice to God in songs of praise.
To humble shepherds is proclaimed 
The Shepherd who the world hath framed.

STAND
All honor unto Christ be paid, 
Pure Offspring of the favored maid
With Father and with Holy Ghost, 
Till time in endless time be lost.

Psalm 96 Tone 8
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Antiphon
Oh, sing to the `LORD a new song!/ Sing to the `LORD, all the earth.



Psalm
2Sing to the LORD, `bless His name;/ Proclaim the good news of His salvation `from day to day.
3Declare His glory a`mong the nations,/ His wonders a`mong all peoples.
4For the LORD is great and great`ly to be praised;/ He is to be feared `above all gods.
5For all the gods of the peo`ples are idols,/ But the LORD `made the heavens.
6Honor and majesty` are before Him;/ Strength and beauty are in His `sanctuary.
7Give to the LORD, O families `of the peoples,/ Give to the LORD `glory and strength.
8Give to the LORD the glo`ry due His name;/ Bring an offering, and come `into His courts.
9Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty `of holiness!/ Tremble before `Him, all the earth.
10Say a`mong the nations,/ “The `LORD reigns;
The world also is firmly established, It `shall not be moved;/ He shall judge the peo`ples 
righteously.”
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let `the earth be glad;/ Let the sea roar, and `all its fullness;
12Let the field be joyful, and all `that is in it./ Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice 
`before the LORD.
13For `He is coming,/ for He is coming `to judge the earth.
He shall judge the world `with righteousness,/ And the peo`ples with His truth.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
Oh, sing to the `LORD a new song!/ Sing to the `LORD, all the earth.

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: Ephesians 2:1
You He made alive who were dead in trespasses and sins. Ephesians 2:1

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Apostles’ Creed – Third Article
What is the 3rd article of the Creed?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives me and all believers all our
sins; and at the last day He will raise up me and all the dead, and will grant me and all 
believers in Christ eternal life.  This is most certainly true.

First Lection: Hebrews 2:9-16
9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of 
death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for 
everyone. 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through 



sufferings. 11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for 
which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying:
“I will declare Your name to My brethren;
In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.”
13 And again:
“I will put My trust in Him.”
And again:
“Here am I and the children whom God has given Me.”
14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared 
in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the 
devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. 16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of 
Abraham.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Te Deum Laudamus
†We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
All the earth worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein;
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and only Son;
Also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of Glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a Virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
to be our Judge.
We therefore pray You, help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.



O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name now and evermore.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Second Lection: St. Luke 3:23-38
23 Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was 
supposed) the son of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of 
Melchi, the son of Janna, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathiah, the son of Amos, the son of
Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathiah, the son of
Semei, the son of Joseph, the son of Judah, 27 the son of Joannas, the son of Rhesa, the 
son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melchi, the son of 
Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son of Er, 29 the son of Jose, the son of 
Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son of 
Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonan, the son of Eliakim, 31 the son of Melea, the son of 
Menan, the son of Mattathah, the son of Nathan, the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of 
Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, the 
son of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of
Isaac, the son of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of 
Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the 
son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of 
Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Cainan, 38 the 
son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Hymn: 131, Now Hail the Day So Rich in Cheer
Now hail the day so rich in cheer,
When for each earthborn creature
The Son of God from heav’n draws near,
And takes our human nature;
For of a virgin born is He;
And Mary, by the Lord’s decree,
Is now become a mother.
O see the miracle of love:
That God Himself, from heav’n above,
Came down to be our Brother!

To us is born a blessed Child,



To us a Son is given;
Born of a Virgin undefiled,
He is our hope of heaven.
Had not this Child to us been born,
We all had been in sin forlorn;
He is our sole salvation.
All thanks, Lord Jesus Christ, to Thee,
Thast Thou art pleased a Man to be;
Save us from condemnation.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Canticle: The Benedictus
Christmas Antiphon
Glory to God in the highest: And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Christmas Antiphon
Glory to God in the highest: And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. Alleluia! Alleluia!



Kyrie, Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ Creed
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father…

I believ in God the Father Almighty...

Prayers 
For the Week of the Sunday After the Nativity of Our Lord
Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to Your gracious will, that in the 
name of Your beloved Son, we may be made to abound in good works; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. Amen.

For the New Year
O God, our Heavenly Father, You have been our Dwellingplace in all generations. We adore and 
bless You as the Author of our being, the Source of all our comforts, and the Giver of every good
and perfect gift. Your gracious providence has brought us to this day, and of Your mercy we have
not been consumed. Year after year You have spared and blessed us. You have not dealt with us 
according to our sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquties. Our afflictions have been fewer
than our offenses, and of Your gifts more than we can number. You have preserved to us Your 
Word and Sacramnts. You have filled our homes and hearts with good. You have preserved us 
from plague and pestilence, and shielded us in the midst of dangers. You mercies have been 
renwed to us every morning, and Your faithfulness every night. For all this we thank and praise 
Your holy Name, and we humbly beseech You for grace and strength to love You more, and to 
serve You better. Forgive us, O Lord, for all of our offenses against You. Renew our hearts by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may not carry our old sins with us into the new year, unlamented, 
unforgiven, unforsaken. Holy Father, You have favored and blessed us in the past, now let Your 
favor and blessing go with us into the future. If You send prosperity, help us to be grateful for it, 
and to use it to Your honor. If You send adversity, do not let us be faint in the hour of trial,  nor 
be rebellious against Your will. In every event of Your providence, give us firm trust in Your 
wisdom and goodness, and be our help and strength, and our portion forever. Visit also with the 
marks of Your love all for whom we pray. Bless Your Church and the Services of Your House, 
the preaching and teaching of Your Word and the administration of Your holy Sacraments. Grant 
that through the means of grace the faithful may be preserved, the afflicted consoled, the erring 
restored, and the lost converted unto salvation. To all for whom this shall be their final year, give 
Your saving mercy that they may be found ready for Your summons and not fail to atain the 
inheritance of the saints in light. Unto You, who are able to to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we can ask or think, be glory and dominion by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages. Amen.

For the Morning
O Lord, God almighty, who has brought us to the beginning of this day, save us today by Your 
power, that we may not fall into sin this day, but that all our thoughts, words, and works may be 
directed to the fulfillment of Your will, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 



reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


