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Order of Service: Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 109
Propers: Oremus: A Lutheran Breviary

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Christmas Invitatory and Venite
Unto Us the Christ Is Born:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.



Unto Us the Christ Is Born:
O come, let us worship Him.

Office Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal 104, Now Praise We Christ, the Holy One
Now praise we Christ, the Holy One, 
The blessed virgin Mary’s Son,
Far as the glorious sun doth shine 
E’en to the world’s remote confine.

He who Himself all things did make 
A servant’s form vouchsafed to take
That He as man mankind might win 
And save His creatures from their sin.

The grace and power of God the Lord 
Upon the mother was outpoured;
A virgin pure and undefiled 
In wondrous wise conceived a child.

The noble mother bore a Son – 
For so did Gabriel’s promise run, –
Whom John confessed and leaped with joy 
Ere yet the mother knew her Boy.

Upon a manger filled with hay 
In poverty content He lay;
With milk was fed the Lord of all, 
Who feeds the ravens with they call.

The heavenly choirs rejoice and raise 
Their voice to God in songs of praise.
To humble shepherds is proclaimed 
The Shepherd who the world hath framed.

STAND
All honor unto Christ be paid, 
Pure Offspring of the favored maid
With Father and with Holy Ghost, 
Till time in endless time be lost.

Psalm 110 Tone 3
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Antiphon
The LORD `said to my Lord,/ “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies `Your footstool.”



Psalm
2The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength `out of Zion./ Rule in the midst of `Your enemies!
3Your people shall be volunteers In the day `of Your power;/ In the beauties of holiness, 
from the womb of the morning, You have the `dew of Your youth.
4The LORD has sworn And `will not relent,/ “You are a priest forever According to the order of 
`Melchizedek.”
5The Lord is `at Your right hand;/ He shall execute kings in the `day of His wrath.
6He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill the places `with dead bodies,/ He shall execute 
the heads of `many countries.
7He shall drink of the brook `by the wayside;/ Therefore He shall `lift up the head.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
The LORD `said to my Lord,/ “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies `Your footstool.”

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: Ephesians 2:1
You He made alive who were dead in trespasses and sins. Ephesians 2:1

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Apostles’ Creed – Third Article
What is the 3rd article of the Creed?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives me and all believers all our
sins; and at the last day He will raise up me and all the dead, and will grant me and all 
believers in Christ eternal life.  This is most certainly true.

First Lection: 1 John 4:7-16
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love 
of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. 12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, 
and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, 
because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent 
the Son as Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides 
in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is 
love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.



O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Te Deum Laudamus
†We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
All the earth worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein;
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and only Son;
Also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of Glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a Virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
to be our Judge.
We therefore pray You, help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name now and evermore.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Second Lection: St. Matthew 1:1-17
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:
2 Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 3 Judah 
begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. 4 Ram begot 



Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. 5 Salmon begot Boaz by 
Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, 6 and Jesse begot David the king.
David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. 7 Solomon begot 
Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. 8 Asa begot Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. 9 Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, 
and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. 10 Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon 
begot Josiah. 11 Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to 
Babylon. 12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel 
begot Zerubbabel. 13 Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot 
Azor. 14 Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. 15 Eliud begot 
Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. 16 And Jacob begot Joseph the 
husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. 17 So all the generations from 
Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in 
Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen
generations.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading out of Oremus: A Lutheran Breviery

Hymn: 122, We Christians May Rejoice Today
We Christians may Rejoice today,
When Christ was born to comfort and to save us.
Who thus believes No longer grieves,
For none are lost who grasp the hope He gave us.

O wondrous joy That God most high
Should take our flesh and thus our race should honor!
A Virgin mild Hath borne this Child;
Such grace and glory God hath put upon her.

Sin brought us grief, but Christ relief,
When down to earth He came for our salvation.
Since God with us I dwelling thus,
Who dares to speak the Christian’s condemnation?

Then hither throng With happy song
To Him whose birth and death are our assurance;
Through whom are we At last set free
From sins and burdens that surpassed endurance.

Yea, let us praise Our God and raise
Loud alleluias to the skies above us.
The bliss bestowed Today by God
To ceaseless thankfulness and joy should move us.



Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Canticle: The Benedictus
Christmas Antiphon
Glory to God in the highest: And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Christmas Antiphon
Glory to God in the highest: And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Kyrie, Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ Creed
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father…

I believ in God the Father Almighty...



Prayers 
For the Week of the Sunday After the Nativity of Our Lord
Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to Your gracious will, that in the 
name of Your beloved Son, we may be made to abound in good works; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. Amen.

For God’s People
O Father, give protection to beginners; give intelligence to the little ones; give aid to those who 
are running their course; give sorrow to the negligent; give fervor of spirit to the lukewarm; give 
to all Your saints a good consummation; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For the Church and the Ministry
O Lord, we pray for Christian churches throughout the world, for their truth, unity, and stability, 
that love may abound and Your truth flourish in them all.  We pray for all Your pastors that they 
may rightly preach the Word of truth and that they may walk uprightly.  We pray for the people 
of the church, that they may not rely on their own wisdom, but surrender every human thought in
obedience to Christ; and for all people everywhere that You may give them Your grace and 
blessing; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For the Commemoration of Our Lord’s Nativity
Almighty God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon Him and to be 
born of a virgin: grant that we, being regenerate and made Your children by adoption, may daily 
be renewed by Your Holy Spirit; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

For the Morning
O Lord, God almighty, who has brought us to the beginning of this day, save us today by Your 
power, that we may not fall into sin this day, but that all our thoughts, words, and works may be 
directed to the fulfillment of Your will, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


