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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS – if you are participating in the live stream 
during this time, welcome to our Divine Service! If we 
can assist you in any way with questions about our 
confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our 
liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It
is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will 

strengthen and comfort you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson 

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: We do not presume to come to Your table, O merciful Lord, trusting
in our own righteousness, but in Your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy to 
gather up the crumbs under Your table.  But You are the Lord who desires always to have 
mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the Body of Your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in Him and He in us.  Amen.

DECEMBER 31, 2021 † 6:00 P. M.
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The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Liturgy of the Word

Hymn of Invocation: 159, To the Name of Our Salvation
C: To the name of our salvation Laud and honor let us pay,

Which for many’a generation Hid in God’s foreknowledge lay;
But with holy exultation We may sing aloud today.

Jesus is the name we treasure, Name beyond what words can tell;
Name of gladness, name of pleasure, Ear and heart delighting well;
Name of sweetness, passing measure, Saving us from sin and hell.

’Tis the name for adoration; ’Tis the name of victory;
’Tis the name for meditation in this vale of misery;
’Tis the name for veneration By the citizens on high.

’Tis the name what whoso preacheth Speaks like music to the ear;
Who in prayer this name beseecheth Sweetest comfort findeth near;
Who its perfect wisdom reacheth Heav’nly joy possesseth here.

Jesus is the name prevailing Over ev’ry name by right;
At this name, in terror wailing, Powers of hell are put to flight;
God, in mercy never failing, Saves us by this name of might.

Therefore we in love adoring This most blessed name revere,
Holy Jesus, Thee imploring So to write it in us here
That hereafter, heav’nward soaring We may sing with angels there.

Introit            Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon (Pastor) O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is Your name `in all the earth:/ Who have 
set Your glory a`bove the heavens!
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What is man that You are `mindful of him:/ And the son of man that `You visit him?
Psalm (All) Oh, sing to the `Lord a new song!:/ For He has done `marvelous things.
The Lord has made known `His salvation:/ His righteousness He has revealed in the sight 
`of the nations. 
He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the `house of Israel:/ All the ends of the 
earth have seen the salva`tion of our God.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) O LORD, our Lord, how excellent is Your name `in all the earth:/ Who have 
set Your glory a`bove the heavens!
What is man that You are `mindful of him:/ And the son of man that `You visit him?

Kyrie
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.
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Collects for the Day
P: O Lord God, for our sakes You made Your blessed Son, our Savior, subject to the law, and 
caused Him to endure the circumcision of the flesh: Grant us the true circumcision of the 
Spirit, that our hearts may be pure from all sinful desires and lusts; through the same, Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. Amen.

P: O God, who has made Your only-begotten Son the Savior of mankind and given Him the name 
of Jesus: mercifully grant that we who worship His Name on earth may joyfully behold Him in 
heaven; through the same, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty and everlasting God, from whom comes down every good and perfect gift: we 
give You thanks for all Your benefits, temporal and spiritual, bestowed upon us in the year 
past, and we beseech You of Your goodness, grant us a favorable and joyful year, defend us 
from all dangers and adversities, and send upon us the fullness of Your blessing; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 3:1-15
P: Now In those days Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God.  And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. 
So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed.  
Then Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.”
So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the 
bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”  Then He said, “Do not draw near 
this place.  Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.”  
Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father – the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.  And the 
LORD said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and have heard
their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows.  So I have come down to 
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good 
and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the 
Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites.  Now therefore, 
behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression 
with which the Egyptians oppress them.  Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh
that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”  But Moses said to God, 
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“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children of Israel out of 
Egypt?” So He said, “I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign to you that I have 
sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 
mountain.”  Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say 
to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His 
name?’ what shall I say to them?”  And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said,
“Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”  Moreover God said
to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The LORD God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My 
name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All)   Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
All the ends of the earth have seen the salva`tion of our God:/ Shout joyfully to 
the `LORD, all the earth.
The LORD has made known `His salvation:/ His righteousness He has revealed in 
the sight `of the nations.

Epistle: Galatians 3:23-29
P: Brethren: Before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which 
would afterward be revealed.  Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith.  But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  For you 
are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there
is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if you are Christ’s, then 
you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse (Pastor)         
Alleluia! Alleluia! God, who at various times and in diff’rent ways spoke in time past to the 
fathers by the prophets: Has in these last days spoken to us by His Son. Alleluia!  
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Sequence Hymn: 136, O Jesus Christ, All Praise to Thee
C: O Jesus Christ, all praise to Thee, Thou who art pleased a man to be;

To dwell with men Thou dost not scorn, And angels shout to see Thee born, Alleluia.

Th’eternal Father’s only Son Now takes a manger for His throne:
The everlasting fount of good, Assumes our mortal flesh and blood. Alleluia.

He whom the world cannot enclose In Mary’s bosom doth repose;
To be a little Child He deigns Who all things by Himself sustains. Alleluia.

Th’eternal Light to us descends, Its brightness to the earth it lends,
And purely shines upon our night, To make us children of the light. Alleluia.

The only Son, true God confessed, To His own world now comes a Guest;
And through this vale of tears our Guide, Doth in His heav’n our home provide. Alleluia.

In poorest guise to us He came, Himself He bears our sin and shame,
That, as His heirs in heav’n above, We may with angels share His love. Alleluia.

His love to show, surpassing thought! God’s Son this wondrous work hath wrought;
Then let us all unite to raise Our song of glad, unceasing praise. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel: St. Luke 2:21
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Luke, the 2nd chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His name 
was called JESUS, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth
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     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 157, O Blessed Day When First Was Poured
C: O blessed day when first was poured The blood of our redeeming Lord!

O blessed day when Christ began His saving work for sinful man!

While from His mother’s bosom fed, His precious blood He wills to shed;
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A foretaste of His death He feels, An earnest of His love reveals.

Scarce come to earth, His Father’s will With prompt obedience to fulfill,
A victim even now He lies Before the day of sacrifice.

In love our guilt He undertakes; Sinless, for sin atonement makes.
The great Law-giver for our aid Obedient to the Law is made.

Lord, circumcise our heart, we pray, And take what is not Thine away.
Write Thine own name upon our hearts, Thy Law within our inward parts.

O Lord, the Virgin-born, to Thee Eternal praise and glory be,
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Ghost forevermore.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: 142, Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn (Tune: 167)
C: Rejoice, rejoice, this happy morn, A Savior unto us is born,

The Christ, the Lord of Glory. His lowly birth in Bethlehem
The angels from on high proclaim And sing redemption’s story.
My soul, extol God’s great favor, Bless Him ever For salvation,
Give Him praise and adoration.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Note: The Intercessions conclude with the blessing: “The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ...” The live stream is then turned off for the Holy Communion.

Hymn of Preparation: 129, I Stand Beside Thy Manger Here
C: I stand beside Thy manger here, O Thou, my Life from heaven.

I come and bring Thee, Savior dear, What Thou to me hast given.
Take it, it is my mind and heart, My soul and strength take ev’ry part
And let it give Thee pleasure.

Thy love, O Lord, before my birth Thou didst elect to show me,
And for my sake didst come to earth Before I e’er did know Thee.
Yea, long before Thy gracious hand Created me, Thy grace had planned
To make Thee mine forever.
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I lay in death’s deep, dreary night, Thou wert my Sun, my Treasure,
The Sun that brought me radiant light, Life, joys, and purest pleasure.
O precious Sun, Thou didst impart The light of faith within my heart.
What wondrous beams Thou sendest!

Thou carest not for things of earth Nor pleasures it doth offer,
For Thou art come in mortal birth For mortal men to suffer.
It is Thy will that I should know Eternal glory through Thy woe;
That I snould not deny Thee.

This only, Lord, I humbly pray, O grant it, dearest Savior,
That Thou wouldst dwell in me this day And here abide forever.
So let me be Thy cradle blest. Come! Come, within my heart to rest,
My precious Joy and Treasure!

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

Proper Preface & Sanctus
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for in the mystery of the Word made 
flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory, that, seeing You in the Person of Your 
Son, we may be drawn to the love of those things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
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who come in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution: pp. 78-79

When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

The Nunc Dimittis: pp. 81-82
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.
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For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

The Collect of Thanksgiving: pp. 82-83
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 
to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal 85, From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
sts. 1-3, 8, 9, 13-15 

C: “From heav’n above to earth I come To bear good news to every home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, Whereof I now will say and sing:

“To you this night is born a child  Of Mary chosen virgin mild;
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This little child, of lowly birth, Shall be the joy of all the earth.

“This is the Christ, our God and Lord, Who in all need shall aid afford;
He will Himself your Savior be From all your sins to set your free.

Welcome to earth, Thou noble Guest, Through whom the sinful world is blest!
Thou com’st to share my misery; What thanks shall I return to Thee?

Ah, Lord, who hast created all, How weak art Thou, how poor and small,
That Thou dost choose Thine infant bed Where humble cattle lately fed!

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be A quiet chamber kept for Thee.

My heart for very joy doth lead, My lips no more can silence keep;
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue That sweetest ancient cradle-song:

Glory to God in highest heaven, Who unto us His Son hath given!
While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to all the earth.
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