
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
The Feast of St. Thomas, Apostle

November 30, 2021

Order of Service: Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 109
Propers: Oremus: A Lutheran Breviary

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Apostles & Evangelists Invitatory and Venite
The Lord, the King of Apostles:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.



The Lord, the King of Apostles:
O come, let us worship Him.

Office Hymn: Let the Round World with Songs Rejoice - 10th Century (Tune: 281)
Let the round world with songs rejoice;
Let heav’n return with joyful voice;
All mindful of th’Apostles’ fame,
Let heav’n and earth their praise proclaim.

These servants who once bore the light
Of Gospel truth o’er heathen night,
Still may their work that light impart,
To glad our eyes and cheer our heart.

O God, by whom to them was giv’n
The key that shuts and opens heav’n,
Our chains unbind, our loss repair,
And grant us grace to enter there;

For at Thy will they preached the Word
Which cured disease, which health conferred:
O may that healing pow’r once more
Our souls to grace and health restore:

That when Thy Son again shall come,
And speak the world’s unerring doom,
He may with them pronounce us blest,
And place us in Thine endless rest. 

STAND
To Thee, O Father; Son to Thee;
To Thee, blest Spirit, glory be!
So was it ay for ages past,
So shall through endless ages last. Amen.

Psalm 137 Tone 6
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Antiphon for Apostles & Evangelists
This is My commandment, that you love `one another: as `I have loved you.

Psalm
By the rivers `of Babylon,/ There we sat down, yea, we wept When we re`membered Zion.
2We `hung our harps/ Upon the willows in `the midst of it.
3For there those who carried us `away captive/ asked `of us a song,



And those who plundered us request`ed mirth, Saying,/ “Sing us one of the `songs of Zion!”
4How shall we `sing the LORD’s song/ In `a foreign land?
5If I forget you, O `Jerusalem,/ Let my right hand `forget its skill!
6If I do not `remember you,/ Let my tongue cling to the `roof of my mouth;
If I do not exalt `Jerusalem/ A`bove my chief joy.
7Remember, O LORD, against the sons of Edom The day of `Jerusalem,/ Who said, “Raze it, raze 
it, To its ve`ry foundation!”
8O daughter of Babylon, who are `to be destroyed,/ Happy the one who repays you as `you 
have served us!
9Happy the one who `takes and dashes/ Your little ones `against the rock!

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon for Apostles & Evangelists
This is My commandment, that you love `one another: as `I have loved you.

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: John 15:26
[Jesus said:] When the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. John 15:26

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Apostles’ Creed – Third Article
What is the 3rd article of the Creed?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; just as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives me and all believers all our
sins; and at the last day He will raise up me and all the dead, and will grant me and all 
believers in Christ eternal life.  This is most certainly true.

First Lection: Ephesians 1:3-6
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having 
predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He [a]made us accepted in the 
Beloved. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A3-6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29213a


Te Deum Laudamus
†We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
All the earth worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein;
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and only Son;
Also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of Glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a Virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
to be our Judge.
We therefore pray You, help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name now and evermore.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Second Lection: St. John 20:24-31
24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The
other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”
So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to 



Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and 
put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.”
28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in
this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Biographical Sketch of St. Thomas

Hymn: From All Thy Saints in Warfare (Tune: 486)
C: From all Thy Saints in warfare,

For all Thy saints at rest,
To Thee, O blessed Jesus,
All praises be addressed.
Thou, Lord, didst win the battle
That They might conqu’rors be;
Their crowns of living glory
Are lit with rays from Thee.

All praise, O Lord, for Thomas,
Whose short-lived doubtings prove
Thy perfect twofold nature,
The fullness of Thy love.
To all who live with questions
A steadfast faith afford;
And grant us grace to know Thee
True Man, yet God and Lord.

Apostles, prophets, martyrs,
And all the sacred throng
Who wear the spotless raiment,
Who raise the ceaseless song;
For these, passed on before us,
Savior, we Thee adore,
And walking in their footsteps,
Would serve Thee more and more.

Then praise we God the Father,
And praise we God the Son,



And God the Holy Spirit,
Eternal Three in One;
Till all the ransomed number
Fall down before the throne,
And honor, pow’r, and glory
Ascribe to God alone.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Canticle: The Benedictus
Antiphon for St. Thomas
And after eight days again His disciples within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the 
doors being shut, and stood in the mids, and said Peace be unto you.

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Antiphon for St. Thomas
And after eight days again His disciples within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors 
being shut, and stood in the mids, and said Peace be unto you.

Advent Litany



Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O God the Father, who so love the world: that You gave Your only-begotten Son to save us;
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, who once came in the likeness of sinful flesh to suffer for us, and will come again to be 
our Judge;

Have mercy upon us.

O God, the Holy Ghost, who mercifully visits the souls of Your elect, to abide with us forever;
Have mercy upon us.

O Holy Trinity, Blessed forevermore,
Be favorable to us, and bless us.

From the snares of the world, the flesh, and the devil;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From impenitence, unbelief, and neglect of Your holy commandments;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From all carelessness, and forgetfulness of You;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From Your wrath, whether in this world, or in the world to come;
Good Lord, deliver us.

From a slumbering conscience, and from an unprepared death;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the compassion, and long-suffering of God the Father;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your first Coming in lowliness;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your Passion, and most precious Death;
Good Lord, deliver us.



By Your mediatorial Intercession for us before the Father;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your second Coming in Your glorious majesty;
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mercies and consolations of God the Holy Spirit;
Good Lord, deliver us.

In our days of sorrow, weakness, and tribulation: 
Help and defend us, O Lord.

In our last sickness, and in the hour of death,
Help and defend us, O Lord.

In Your awful Judgment, when the last sentence is pronounced,
Deliver us, O holy and merciful Savior.

That You would vouchsafe to us true repentance and a pure conscience;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would enable us to bear all our trials patiently, and to glorify You in our daily life;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would defend and govern Your holy church, especially in this land;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would vouchsafe to all our brethren, especially those most dear to us, unity, peace, and true 
concord;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would vouchsafe to the afflicted and suffering in soul or body Your merciful aid and 
deliverance;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would vouchsafe to all Your faithful departed, perpetual light, and hasten the consummation of
their bliss;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That You would continually exalt our minds to heavenly desires;
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

That we may be more and more perfected in the fruits of the Spirit, and more entirely conformed to Your
most holy will;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.



That being uncertain of the hour of our death, we may study to be watchful, and prepared to give an 
account of our stewardship;

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world;
Grant us Your peace.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Amen.

Our Father...

Prayers 
For the Feast of St. Thomas, Apostle
Almighty and ever-living God, through the Word of Your Son You mightily strengthened the 
faith of Your Apostle Saint Thomas: by the same Word keep us ever steadfast in the faith unto 
our end; through the same Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

For the Litany
Almighty Lord our God, direct our steps into the way of peace, and strengthen our hearts to obey
Your commandments; may the Dayspring visit us from on high and give light to those who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death that they may adore Your for Your mercy, follow You for Your 
truth, and desire You for Your sweetness. Amen.

For the Morning
O Lord, God almighty, who has brought us to the beginning of this day, save us today by Your 
power, that we may not fall into sin this day, but that all our thoughts, words, and works may be 
directed to the fulfillment of Your will, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.



Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † be with 
us all. Amen.


