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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! GUESTS – if you are participating in 

the live stream during this time, welcome to our Divine Service! If we can assist you in any 
way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our 
liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O almighty and everlasting God, mercifully direct our ways that we
may walk in Your Law, and be made to abound in good works; through the same, Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of the Preparation
(Confession & Absolution)

DECEMBER 26, 2021 † 11:00 A. M.



Hymn of Invocation: 116, Angels We Have Heard on High, 1, 3, 4
C: Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains,

And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo…

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo…

See, within a manger laid, Jesus, Lord of heav’n and earth,
Lend your voices, lend your aid To proclaim the Savior’s birth!
Gloria in excelsis Deo…

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession of Sin (form II)
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to Your 
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Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only-
begotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 
He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.

C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon (Pastor) When all was still, and `it was midnight:/ Your almighty Word, O LORD, 
descended from `the royal throne. 
Psalm (All) The Lord reigns, He is clothed `with majesty:/ The Lord is clothed, He has 
girded `Himself with strength. 
Surely the world `is established:/ So that it `cannot be moved. 
The floods have lift`ed up their voice:/ The floods `lift up their waves. 
The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of `many waters:/ Than the mighty `waves 
of the sea.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) When all was still, and `it was midnight:/ Your almighty Word, O LORD, 
descended from `the royal throne.

Kyrie
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
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we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Collect for the Day
P: Almighty and everlasting God, direct our actions according to Your gracious will, that in 
the name of Your beloved Son, we may be made to abound in good works; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true 
God, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for the Feast of St. Stephen, Protomartyr & Deacon (December 26)
P: Grant, O Lord, that in all our sufferings here upon earth for the testimony of Your truth we 
may steadfastly look up to heaven and by faith behold the glory that shall be revealed; and, 
being filled with the Holy Spirit, may learn to love and bless our persecutors by the example 
of Your first martyr, Saint Stephen, who prayed for his murderers to You, O blessed Jesus, 
who stands at the right hand of God to help all those that suffer for You, our only Mediator 
and Advocate. Amen.

Collect for the Feast of St. John, Apostle (December 27)
P: Merciful Lord, we beseech You to cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church 
that it, being instructed by the doctrines of Your blessed Apostle and Evangelist Saint John, 
may attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.
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Collect for the Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs (December 28)
P: O God, whose martyred innocents showed forth Your praise not by speaking but by dying, 
mortify all vices within us that our lives may in deed confess Your faith which our tongue 
confesses; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 11:1-5
P: In those days Isaiah prophesied: There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and 
a Branch shall grow out of his roots.  The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the Lord.  His delight is in the fear of the Lord, and He shall not judge by the sight of 
His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears; But with righteousness He shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of
His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked.  Righteousness shall be 
the belt of His loins, and faithfulness the belt of His waist.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All)   Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
You are fairer than `the sons of men:/ Grace is poured `upon Your lips.
My heart is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my composition con`cerning the 
King:/ My tongue is the pen of a `ready writer.

Epistle: Galatians 4:1-7
P: Brethren: Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a 
slave, though he is master of all, but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed 
by the father.  Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the
world.  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons.  And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if 
a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia Verse (Pastor)         
Alleluia! Alleluia! The Lord reigns, He is clothed with majesty: The Lord is clothed, He has 
girded Himself with strength. Alleluia!  
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sequence Hymn: 136, O Jesus Christ, All Praise to Thee
Solo: O Jesus Christ, all praise to Thee, Thou who art pleased a man to be;

To dwell with men Thou dost not scorn, And angels shout to see Thee born, Alleluia.

Th’eternal Father’s only Son Now takes a manger for His throne:
The everlasting fount of good, Assumes our mortal flesh and blood. Alleluia.

C: He whom the world cannot enclose In Mary’s bosom doth repose;
To be a little Child He deigns Who all things by Himself sustains. Alleluia.

Th’eternal Light to us descends, Its brightness to the earth it lends,
And pure shines upon our night, To make us children of the light. Alleluia.

The only Son, true God confessed, To His own world now comes a Guest;
And though this vale of tears our Guide, Doth in His heav’n our home provide. Alleluia.

In poorest guise to us He came, Himself He bears our sin and shame,
That, as His heirs in heav’n above, We may with angels share His love. Alleluia.

His love to show, surpassing thought! God’s Son this wondrous work hath wrought;
Then let us all unite to raise Our song of glad, unceasing praise. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel: St. Luke 2:22-40
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Luke, the 2nd chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time when the days of [Mary’s] purification according to the law of Moses were 
completed, they brought [the infant Jesus] to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is 
written, “Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”), and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons.”  And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  
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And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Christ.  So he came by the Spirit into the temple.  And when the parents 
brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, he took Him up 
in his arms and blessed God and said: “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in 
peace, according to Your word; For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have 
prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the 
glory of Your people Israel.”  And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which 
were spoken of Him.  Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this 
Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken 
against (yes, a sword will pierce your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed.”  Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher.  She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 
and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple, 
but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.  And coming in that instant she gave 
thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.  
So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.  And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed: pp. 68-69
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.
     And in Jesus Christ,

His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified,
died and was buried.

He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heavenly
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
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     I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 154, To Shepherds as They Watched by Night (Tune: 106)
C: To shepherds as they watched by night Appeared a host of angels bright;

Behold the tender Babe, they said, In yonder lowly manger laid.

At Bethlehem, in David's town, As Micah did of old make known;
'Tis Jesus Christ, your Lord and King, Who doth to all salvation bring.

Oh, then rejoice that through His Son God is with sinners now at one;
Made like yourselves of flesh and blood, Your brother is the eternal God.

What harm can sin and death then do? The true God now abides with you.
Let hell and Satan rage and chafe, Christ is your Brother – ye are safe.

Not one He will or can forsake Who Him his confidence doth make.
Let all his wiles the Tempter try, You may his utmost powers defy.

Ye shall and must at last prevail; God's own ye are, ye cannnot fail.
To God forever sing your praise With joy and patience all your days.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: 142, Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn (Tune: 167)
C: Rejoice, rejoice, this happy morn, A Savior unto us is born,

The Christ, the Lord of Glory. His lowly birth in Bethlehem
The angels from on high proclaim And sing redemption’s story.
My soul, extol God’s great favor, Bless Him ever For salvation,
Give Him praise and adoration.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
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Hymn: 151, Thou Light of Gentile Nations
C: Thou Light of Gentile nations, Thou Savior from above,

Drawn by Thy Spirit’s leading, We come with joy and love
Into Thy holy temple and wait with earnest mind
As Simeon once had waited His God and Lord to find.

Yea, Lord, Thy servants meet thee In ev’ry holy place
Where Thy true Word has promised That we should see Thy face.
Today Thou still dost grant us Who gather round Thee here
In arms of faith to bear Thee As did that aged seer.

Be Thou our Joy and Brightness, Our Cheer in pain and loss,
Our Sun in darkest terror, The Glory round our cross,
A Star for sinking spirits, A Beacon in distress,
Physician, Friend, in sickness, In death our Happiness.

Let us, O Lord, be faithful Like Simeon to the end,
So that his prayer exultant May from our hearts ascend:
“O Lord, now let Thy servant Depart in peace, I pray,
Since I have seen my Savior And here beheld His day.”

My Savior, I behold Thee With faith’s enlightened eye;
Of Thee no foe can rob me, His threats I can defy.
Within Thy heart abiding, As Thou, O Lord, in me,
Death can no longer frighten Nor part my soul from Thee.

Lord, here on earth Thou seemest At times to frown on me,
And through my tears I often Can scarce distinguish Thee;
But in the heav’nly mansions Shall nothing dim my sight;
There shall I see Thy glory In never-changing light.

The Collect (III): p. 86
P: Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom
which comes down from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be bound, but have 
free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast 
faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name abide unto the end; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
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forever. Amen.

The Benediction: p. 87
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 125, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
C: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell; Jesus, our Immanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild, He leaves His throne on high, Born that man no more may die;
Born to raise the sons of earth; Born to give them second birth, 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Come, Desire of Nations, come, Fix in us Thy humble home;
Rise, the woman’s conqu’ring Seed, Bruise in us the serpent’s head.
Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface; Print Thine image in its place;
O to all Thyself impart, Formed in each believing heart.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
Bible Studies: No Bible study this morning at Bethany. We will pick up in James 2 next 
Sunday. Thursday Bible study meet as usual at 10am. Bible studies are open to the entire 
parish via the google hangout link. 

New Year’s Eve Service: Close out the old year and usher in the new by partaking of 
Word and Sacrament in the Church. Our All Parish New Years Eve Service is at Bethany at 
6:00pm.

The Epiphany of Our Lord: The Twelve Days of Christmas reach their peek on the Feast 
of the Epiphany of Our Lord, also known as the Feast of the Three Kings.  We will celebrate 
Epiphany at Concordia on the Eve – Wednesday, January 5 – with the Office of Vespers 
(“Evening Prayer”).
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events this Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
this week Thursday & Friday at 8am

Monday: FEAST OF ST. JOHN, APOSTLE; Third Christmas Day; Pastor’s Day Off

Tuesday: FEAST OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS; Fourth Day of Christmas
                     Pastor off

Wednesday: Fifth Day of Christmas; Comm. of King David; Pastor off

Thursday: Sixth Day of Christmas; Pastor at Bethany; Bible Study, 10am

Friday: Seventh Day of Christmas; 
             All Parish Divine Service for the Name of Jesus at Bethany, 6pm

Saturday: FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION & NAME OF JESUS; Churches Closed

Next Sunday: The Sunday Before Epiphany Concordia Holy Communion, 9am 
                        Bethany Service of the Word, 11am; Bible Study 12:30pm
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