
 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
(ADORATION OF THE MAGI & BAPTISM OF OUR LORD)

Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church
2323 E. 12th St. The Dalles, OR  97058

Telephone: (541) 298-8385 / gorgelutherans.com

Rev. Rob Lawson, Pastor (760) 715-3993
                                                E-mail: rlawson0651@gmail.com                                               

     Mrs. Kristen Lawson, Organist  

WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! GUESTS – if you are participating in 

the live stream during this time, welcome to our Divine Service! If we can assist you in any 
way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our 
liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson 

JANUARY 9, 2021 † 11:00 A. M.



† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Heavenly Father, by the guiding star and by Your Word You led 
gentile wise men to the Christ-child and manifested Him as their God and Savior, and later at 
His baptism in the Jordan River You proclaimed Jesus Your beloved Son and anointed Him 
with the Holy Spirit: Since You have given us Your Word and have made us Your own by holy
baptism, send, we pray You, Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may always make use of
Your Word for our salvation. Grant us grace to put all our trust in Your Son, faithfully keep 
the covenant into which we are called by baptism, boldly confess Christ our only Lord and 
Savior, and in all things serve Him; through the same, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of the Preparation
(Confession & Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: From God the Father, Virgin Born (Tune: 248)
C: From God the Father, virgin-born To us the only Son came down;

By death the font to consecrate, The faithful to regenerate.

Beginning from His home on high, In human flesh He came to die;
Creation by His death restored, And shed new joys of life abroad.

Glide on, O glorious Sun, and bring The gift of healing on your wing;
To ev’ry dull and clouded sense The clearness of your light dispense.

Abide with us, O Lord, we pray; The gloom of darkness chase away;
Your work of healing, Lord, begin, And take away the stain of sin.

Lord, once You came to earth’s domain And, we believe, shall come again;
Be with us on the battlefield, From ev’ry harm Your people shield.

To You, O Lord, all glory be, For this Your blest epiphany;
To God, Whom all His hosts adore, And Holy Spirit evermore.
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At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession of Sin (form I)
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
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and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 
that your joy may be full. 

Peace be with you!

C: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon (Pastor) Behold the Lord, the `Ruler, has come:/ And the kingdom and the power 
and the glory `are in His hand.
I have found Da`vid My servant:/ With My holy oil I have `anointed him.
Psalm (All) I will sing of the mercies of the `Lord forever:/ With my mouth will I make 
known Your faithfulness to all `generations.
He shall `cry to Me:/ “You are My Father, my God, and the rock of `my salvation.” 
I will make `Him My firstborn:/ The highest of the `kings of the earth. 
My mercy I will keep for `Him forever:/ And My covenant shall `stand firm with Him.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) Behold the Lord, the `Ruler, has come:/ And the kingdom and the power 
and the glory `are in His hand.
I have found Da`vid My servant:/ With My holy oil I have `anointed him. 

Kyrie
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
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O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Collect for the Day
P: O God, by the leading of a star You manifested Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles: 
Mercifully grant that we, who know You now by faith, may after this life enjoy the fullness of 
Your glorious Godhead; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

P: O God, our heavenly Father, Whose voice was heard at the Baptism of Your only-begotten 
Son, declaring Him to be the One with Whom You are well-pleased: pour down Your Holy 
Spirit upon Your faithful people, that we may rejoice in this same sonship that we have 
received from You through our Baptism into Christ; Who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament (Epiphany Day): Isaiah 60:1-6
In those days Isaiah prophesied: Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the 
LORD is risen upon you.  For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness 
the people; But the LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you.  The 
Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your eyes
all around, and see: They all gather together, they come to you; Your sons shall come from 
afar, And your daughters shall be nursed at your side.  Then you shall see and become radiant,
And your heart shall swell with joy; Because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
The wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you.  The multitude of camels shall cover your land, 
The dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; All those from Sheba shall come; They shall bring 
gold and incense, And they shall proclaim the praises of the LORD.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
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Gradual (Epiphany Day)   Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
All those from `Sheba shall come:/ They shall bring gold and incense, and they shall 
proclaim the prais`es of the Lord.
Arise, shine, O `Jerusalem:/ For the glory of the LORD is ris`en upon you.

Epistle (Baptism of Our Lord): 1 Peter 3:18-22
P: Brethren: Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by Whom also He went 
and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine 
longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, 
that is, eight souls, were saved through water.  There is also an antitype which now saves us – 
baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, Who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse (Baptism of Our Lord)        
P: Alleluia! Alleluia! Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God: Your Spirit is good; 
lead me in the land of uprightness. Alleluia! 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sequence Hymn: 173, The Star Proclaims the King Is Here
C: The star proclaims the King is here; But, Herod, why this senseless fear?

He takes no realms of earth away Who gives the realms of heavenly day.

The wiser Magi see from far And follow on His guiding star;
And led by light, to light they press And by their gifts their God confess.

Within the Jordan's crystal flood In meekness stands the Lamb of God
And, sinless, sanctifies the wave, Mankind from sin to cleanse and save.

At Cana first His power is shown; His might the blushing waters own
And, changing as He speaks the word, Flow wine, obedient to their Lord.

All glory, Jesus, be to Thee For this Thy glad epiphany;
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Ghost forevermore.
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Holy Gospel (Epiphany Day & Baptism of Our Lord): St. Matthew 2:1-12; 3:13-17
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Matthew, the 2nd & 3rd chapters: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: Now at that time after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born 
King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him."  
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  And when he 
had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where
the Christ was to be born.  So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written 
by the prophet: 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers 
of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.' "  Then 
Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star 
appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the young 
Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship 
Him also."  When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen
in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was.  When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.  And when they had come into the 
house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. 
And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they
departed for their own country another way. ... Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the 
Jordan to be baptized by him.  And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by You, and are You coming to me?” But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  Then he allowed Him.  When He 
had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were 
opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 
And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am 
well pleased.”

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
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               Maker of heaven and earth
     and of all things visible and invisible.

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 247, To Jordan Came Our Lord, the Christ
C: To Jordan came our Lord, the Christ, The Father’s will obeying.

And there was by St. John baptized, All righteousness fulfilling.
There He did consecrate a bath To wash away transgression,
To rescue us from bitter death By His own blood and passion,
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New life for us creating!

So let us hear and ponder well What God creates in Baptism.
What He would have us all believe, Who error shun and schism.
That water at the font be used Is surely His good pleasure,
Not water only, but the Word And Spirit without measure –
He is the true Baptizer.

 To show us this God speaks His Word, With sign and symbol given,
On Jordan’s banks was clearly heard The Father’s voice from heaven:
“This is my well-beloved Son, My soul’s delight and treasure,
Hear Him!” O hear Him everyone! To save you is His pleasure.
Hear and believe His teaching.

In Jordan’s water God’s own Son In sinless manhood bending,
The Spirit, too, from heaven’s throne, In dove-like form descending.
This truth must never be denied, Our faith should never waver,
That all Three Persons do preside At Baptism’s holy laver,
And dwell with each believer.

To His disciples Jesus said: “Go forth, teach every nation,
For, lost in sin, all must repent, And flee from condemnation.
All who believe and are baptized Shall thereby have salvation.”
Thus born again in Jesus Christ We’re freed from sins’ damnation. 
We shall inherit heaven.

 Who in God’s mercy has not faith The Scripture disbelieving,
Is yet in sin, condemned to death; In hell a place receiving.
False holiness avails him not, His empty deeds must vanish.
His inborn sin brings all to naught, God such a one must banish.
Himself he cannot rescue.

And though our mortal eye is dim And sees but simply water;
Faith sees Christ Jesus, and in Him The Lamb ordained for slaughter
We see the cleansing foundtain, red With the dear blood of Jesus
Which, from all sins inherited And our misdeeds, can free us;
Eternal life bestowing.
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Sermon

Pulpit Hymn (throughout Epiphany): 583, God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage
C: God's Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure.
Throughout all generations.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Note: The Intercessions conclude with the blessing: “The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ...” The live stream is then turned off for the Holy Communion.

Hymn of Preparation: 167, How Lovely Shines the Morning Star
C: How lovely shines the Morning Star! The nations see and hail afar

The light in Judah shining. Thou David's Son of Jacob's race,
My Bridegroom and my King of Grace, For Thee my heart is pining.
Lowly, Holy, Great and glorious, Thou victorious
Prince of graces, Filling all the heavenly places.

O highest joy by mortals won, True Son of God and Mary's Son,
Thou high-born King of ages! Thou art my heart's most beauteous Flower,
And Thy blest Gospel's saving power My raptured soul engages.
Thou mine, I Thine; Sing hosanna! Heavenly manna
Tasting, eating, Whilst Thy love in songs repeating.

Now richly to my waiting heart, O Thou, my God, deign to impart
The grace of love undying. In Thy blest body let me be,
E'en as the branch is in the tree, Thy life my life supplying.
Sighing, Crying. For the savor Of Thy favor;
Resting never, Till I rest in Thee forever.

A pledge of peace from God I see When Thy pure eyes are turned to me
To show me Thy good pleasure. Jesus, Thy Spirit and Thy Word,
Thy body and Thy blood, afford My soul its dearest treasure.
Keep me Kindly In Thy favor, O my Savior!
Thou wilt cheer me; Thy Word calls me to draw near Thee.
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Thou, mighty Father, in Thy Son Didst love me ere Thou hadst begun
This ancient world's foundation. Thy Son hath made a friend of me,
And when in spirit Him I see, I joy in tribulation.
What bliss Is this! He that liveth To me giveth
Life forever; Nothing me from Him can sever.

Lift up the voice and strike the string. Let all glad sounds of music ring
In God's high praises blended. Christ will be with me all the way,
Today, tomorrow, every day, Till traveling days be ended.
Sing out, Ring out Triumph glorious, O victorious,
Chosen nation; Praise the God of your salvation.

Oh, joy to know that Thou, my Friend, Art Lord, Beginning without end,
The First and Last, Eternal! And Thou at length--O glorious grace!--
Wilt take me to that holy place, The home of joys supernal.
Amen, Amen! Come and meet me! Quickly greet me!
With deep yearning, Lord, I look for Thy returning.

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

Proper Preface & Sanctus
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; and now we praise You that You sent us 
Your only-begotten Son and that in Him, being found in fashion as a Man, You manifested the
fullness of Your glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
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Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution: pp. 78-79

When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.
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Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

The Nunc Dimittis: pp. 81-82
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

Collect of Thanksgiving: pp. 82-83
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 
to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.
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Dismissal Hymn: 164, Now Are the Days Fulfilled
C: Now are the days fulfilled, God’s Son is manifested,

Now His great majesty In human flesh is vested.
Behold the mighty God, By whom all wrath is stilled,
The woman’s promised Seed – Now are the days fulfilled.

Now are the days fulfilled, Lo, Jacob’s Star is shining;
The gloomy night has fled Wherein the world lay pining.
Now, Israel, look on Him Who long thy heart hath thrilled;
Hear Zion’s watchmen cry: Now are the days fulfilled.

Now are the days fulfilled, The child of God rejoices;
No bondage of the Law, No curses that it voices,
Can fill our hearts with fear; On Christ our hope we build.
Behold the Prince of Peace – Now are the days fulfilled. 

Our Life Together

Church Undecorating will happen this morning following the Divine Service, so there 
will be no Bible study. Bible study will meet on Thursday at 10:00am.

Cleaning at Bethany: The Links are scheduled from January 10-22. Please see the new 
cleaning schedule posted on the board next to Pastor’s Study. It is expected that you will clean
once during your scheduled period. Please see the instructions on the sheet for what to clean.

Bethany’s Quarterly Voters Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday at 6:00pm. This is the 
meeting at which officers are elected for the year (officers will be officially installed during 
the Service next Sunday). Also, we will be discussing a couple of changes to congregational 
governance. For more info please speak with Nate Larson or Pastor Lawson.

Mary/Martha Guild meets on Wednesday at 3:00pm.

Bethany Elders meet on Thursday at 4:00pm. 
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Advent/Christmas Alms: On Tuesday Baby bottles will be turned into Hope Clinic and 
food items will be bagged and brought to the food bank. Any last minute donations can be 
brought to the church before then. Thank you to those who have donated throughout the holy 
days.

Snow Plowing Costs: The church has already had to have the parking lot plowed out four 
times because of all the snowfall. Each time is $100, so we have already spent $400 on snow 
removal, and there will certainly be more plowing to come. It would be to the church’s 
financial advantage if we could try to offset these costs with additional donations.

The Center for Apologetics & Worldview January article is available in hard copy on 
the back table. This month’s article was written by Pastor David Thompson, of St. Timothy 
Lutheran Church in Lombard, Ill. The title of this month’s article is What Is A Worldview? 
(And Why Do Worldviews Matter?). A worldview is the basic assumptions and 
presuppositions that we have about the world we live in and about life in general. It includes 
the principles we live by. Most people don’t deliberately think about (or think through) their 
worldview. Pastor Thompson briefly and clearly explains why thinking about worldview is 
important. Take extra copies to pass out to family and friends!

More Topics, More Guests, More Jesus…Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced 
by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. This 
weeks topics include: The Persecution of Christians in India, The Introit, What Can We Learn 
from “The Benedict Option”?, Jesus Healing Ten Lepers and more. Lutheran Public also 
features 24-hour sacred music for the Epiphany season. You can listen at your convenience at 
issuesetc.org, or download the free LPR mobile app on your cellphone.
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Epiphany I/Baptism of Our Lord: John’s baptism convicted every human being – 
“Jerusalem and all Judea” (Matthew 3:5-6). No physical incapacities excused anyone. 
Jesus’ baptism consecrates every human being. God, in giving His Son, identifies with us
at our weakest and embraces us at our worst. Even when we don’t resemble anything 
our Maker intended, He doesn’t call us “unwanted” or “better off dead.” Instead He 
declares, “This is my beloved [child], with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). In 
this newness of life, Christians can also welcome the least among us. 
Prayer: Lord, construct Your kingdom of little ones like us. Amen. 
Life Thoughts in the Church Year/One Year Lectionary – Lutherans For Life
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events this Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
Tuesday through Saturday at 8:00am

Monday:Comm. Of Sts. Basil the Great of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, and Gregory
                of Nyssa, Pastors & Confessors  Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday: Pastor at Circuit Conference in Gresham; Bethany Voters Meeting, 6:00pm
Wednesday: Pastor at Concordia; Bethany Mary/Martha Guild, 3:00pm
Thursday: Pastor at Bethany; Bible Study, 10:00am; Bethany Elders Meeting, 4:00pm
Friday: Pastor at Concordia
Saturday: Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: Second Sunday After Epiphany (Wedding at Cana) 
                        Concordia Service of the Word, 9am 
                        Bethany Holy Communion, 11am; James Study for the Parish 12:30pm

Today’s CHIEF HYMN To Jordan Came Our Lord (ELH 247) is the last of Luther’s so-
called “catechism hymns.”  Written in 1539, it may have been the last hymn he ever 
wrote.  In seven stanzas, Luther used the accounts of Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River
from today’s Gospel, and the so-called “Great Commission” from Matthew 28, to 
expound the doctrine of Holy Baptism in the same way that he explained it in the 
catechism.  Stanza four is especially striking.  Here Luther summarized simply and 
clearly the role of all three Persons of the Trinity in Jesus’ baptism as the foundation and 
basis of God’s work and promise to us in our own baptism.  Likewise, stanza seven is a 
beautiful statement of the nature of Christian faith.  By faith the Christian sees something
far more than physical sight can see.  The eyes see only water, but faith hears the Word 
of God and thus “sees” Christ and all His merits, won for us on the cross and delivered to
us in this holy sacrament.  The tune Luther wrote for this hymn is based on an earlier 
tune written by the Lutheran musician Johann Walter for a hymn version of Psalm 67.  
Psalm 67 is a general prayer for grace and blessing.  By adopting and reworking 
Walter’s tune for his new baptism hymn, Luther focused the general prayer for grace and
blessing (Psalm 67) on the specific grace and blessing of baptism.
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