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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! GUESTS – if you are participating in 

the live stream during this time, welcome to our Divine Service! If we can assist you in any 
way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our 
liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson 

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in 
Your presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, 
that through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on 
Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s 
sake.  Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Prelude Music

Hymn of Invocation: 169, Brightest and Best
C: Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,

Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid.
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining;
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Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall;
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Savior of all.

Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion,
Fragrance of Edom and off’rings divine,
Gems of the moutain and pearls of the ocean,
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine?

Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
Vainly with gifts would His favor secure.
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration;
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid.
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you!

C: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}   

Antiphon (Pastor) All the earth `shall worship You:/ And sing praises `to You, O God.
They will sing `praise to Your name:/ O `Most High. 
Psalm (All) Make a joyful shout to `God, all the earth:/ Sing out the honor of His name; 
make `His praise glorious.
Say to God, “How awe`some are Your works:/ All the earth shall sing `praises to You.”
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Come and see `the works of God:/ He is awesome in His doing toward `the sons of men. 
Blessed be God, who has not turned `away my prayer:/ Nor His `mercy from me!
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) All the earth `shall worship You:/ And sing praises `to You, O God.
They will sing `praise to Your name:/ O `Most High.

The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Collect for the Day
P: Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, You govern all things in heaven and earth: 
mercifully hear the prayers of Your people, and grant us Your peace all the days of our life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. Amen.

5



Old Testament: Exodus 23:12-23
P: In those days Moses said to the Lord, “See, You say to me, ‘Bring up this people.’  But You
have not let me know whom You will send with me.  Yet You have said, ‘I know you by name,
and you have also found grace in My sight.’  Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in 
Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your 
sight.  And consider that this nation is Your people.”  And He said, “My Presence will go with 
you, and I will give you rest.”  Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do
not bring us up from here.  For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found 
grace in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from 
all the people who are upon the face of the earth.”  So the Lord said to Moses, “I will also do 
this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by 
name.”  And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.”  Then He said, “I will make all My 
goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before you.  I will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have 
compassion.”  But He said, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.”  
And the Lord said, “Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the rock.  So it shall be, 
while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock, and will cover you with 
My hand while I pass by.  Then I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back; but My
face shall not be seen.”
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All) Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
The Lord sent His `word and healed them:/ And delivered them from `their destructions. 
Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord `for His goodness:/ And for His wonderful 
works to the `children of men!

Epistle: Romans 12:6-16
P: Brethren: Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use 
them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our 
ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with 
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  Let love be 
without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.  Be kindly affectionate to one 
another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in 
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diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, 
continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.  
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice, and 
weep with those who weep.  Be of the same mind toward one another.  Do not set your mind 
on high things, but associate with the humble.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse (Pastor)  Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise Him, all His angels: Praise Him, all His hosts! Alleluia!
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sequence Hymn: 173, The Star Proclaims the King Is Here
C: The star proclaims the King is here; But, Herod, why this senseless fear?

He takes no realms of earth away Who gives the realms of heavenly day.

The wiser Magi see from far And follow on His guiding star;
And led by light, to light they press And by their gifts their God confess.

Within the Jordan's crystal flood In meekness stands the Lamb of God
And, sinless, sanctifies the wave, Mankind from sin to cleanse and save.

At Cana first His power is shown; His might the blushing waters own
And, changing as He speaks the word, Flow wine, obedient to their Lord.

All glory, Jesus, be to Thee For this Thy glad epiphany;
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Ghost forevermore.

Holy Gospel: St. John 2:1-11
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. John, the 2nd chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there.  Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.  And when 
they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”  Jesus said to her,

7



“Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”  His 
mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”  Now there were set there six 
waterposts of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or 
thirty gallons apiece.  Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.”  And they fill them 
up to the brim.  And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the 
feast.”  And they took it.  When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made 
wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew),
the master of the feast called the bridegroom.  And he said to him, “Every man at the 
beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior.  You
have kept the good wine until now!”  This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.
P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
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          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 224, The Only Son from Heaven
C: The only Son from heaven, Foretold by ancient seers,

By God the Father given, In human shape appears;
No sphere His light confining, No star so brightly shining
As He, our Morning Star.

O time of God appointed, O bright and holy morn!
He comes, the King anointed, The Christ, the Virgin born,
His home on earth He maketh, And man of heav’n partaketh,
Of life again an heir.

O Lord, our hearts awaken To know and love Thee more,
In faith to stand unshaken, In Spirit to adore,
That we, still heavenward hasting, Yet here Thy joy foretasting,
May reap its fullness there.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: 583, God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage
C: God’s Word is our great heritage, And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way; In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure,
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Throughout all generations.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Note: The Intercessions conclude with the blessing: “The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ...” The live stream is then turned off for the Holy Communion.

THymn of Preparation: 179, Jesus Loves Me
C: Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so.

Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! … The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! See His grace! On the cross He took my place.
There He suffered and He died, That I might be glorified.
Yes, Jesus loves me! … The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! God’s own Son Over sin the vict’ry won.
When I die, saved by His grace, I shall see Him face to face.
Yes, Jesus loves me! … The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! He is near. He is with His Church so dear.
And the Spirit He has sent By His Word and Sacrament.
Yes, Jesus loves me! … The Bible tells me so.

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface & Sanctus: pp. 73-76
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; and now we praise You that You sent us 
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Your only-begotten Son and that in Him, being found in fashion as a Man, You manifested the
fullness of Your glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is My † 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: 
“Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My † blood, which is shed for you 
and for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.”

The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
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The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Communion

The Nunc Dimittis: pp. 81-82
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

The Collect of Thanksgiving: pp. 82-83
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 
to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 172, Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (Tune: 461)
C: Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise;

Manifested by the star To the sages from afar,
Branch of royal David’s stem In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to Thee addressed, Word in flesh made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
And at Cana, wedding Guest, In Thy Godhead manifest;
Manifest in pow’r divine, Changing water into wine;
Anthems be to Thee addressed, God on earth made manifest.

Manifest in making whole Palsied limbs and fainting soul;
Manifest in valiant fight, Quelling all the devil’s might;
Manifest in gracious will, Ever bringing good from ill;
Anthems be to Thee addressed, God for us made manifest.

Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, Mirrored in Thy holy Word;
May we imitate Thee now And be pure as pure art Thou;
That we like to Thee may be At Thy great epiphany,
And may praise Thee, ever blest, God for all made manifest.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Bible Studies: Today following the Service at Bethany we will look at James chapter 2. The
Thursday morning study continues its look at John 13-17 by finishing chapter 15. Everyone is
invited and encouraged to attend one or both of the bible studies either in person or online 
via the google hangout link. Much learning and growth in our understanding of the Sacred 
Scriptures takes place as we study and talk together.

Concordia’s Quarterly Voters Meeting will be held on Saturday at 10:00am.

New Website: Check out the new parish website: gorgelutherans.com. Thank you to Debbie
Larson for volunteering to manage the site. 

Bethany’s Anniversary Potluck is scheduled for Sunday, February 13, following the 
Service at Bethany. Everyone from both churches is invited to participate. The Bethany Mary/
Martha Circle has decided to hold the annual Bunco Game at the same time. Also, since that 
day is Super Bowl Sunday, whoever wishes to, is invited to stay around so we can enjoy the 
game together. Kickoff is 3:30pm.

The Center for Apologetics & Worldview January article is available in hard copy on 
the literature table in the Narthex. This month’s article was written by Pastor David 
Thompson, of St. Timothy Lutheran Church in Lombard, Ill. The title of this month’s article is
What Is A Worldview? (And Why Do Worldviews Matter?). A worldview is the basic 
assumptions and presuppositions that we have about the world we live in and about life in 
general. It includes the principles we live by. Most people don’t deliberately think about (or 
think through) their worldview. Pastor Thompson briefly and clearly explains why thinking 
about worldview is important. Take extra copies to pass out to family and friends!

More Topics, More Guests, More Jesus…Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced 
by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. This 
week’s teachings include: A Biblical View of Marriage, The Book of James, The Confession of
Peter, Old Testament Matriarch Sarah, Jesus Blessing the Children and more. You can listen 
at your convenience at issuesetc.org, or download the free LPR mobile app on your cellphone.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events this Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
Tuesday through Saturday at 8:00am

Monday: Pastor’s Day Off

Tuesday: FEAST OF THE CONFESSION OF ST. PETER
                Pastor at Circuit Conference in Gresham

Wednesday: Pastor at Concordia

Thursday: Commemoration of Old Testament Matriarch Sarah
                   Pastor at Bethany; Bible Study, 10:00am

Friday: Pastor at Concordia

Saturday: Pastor at Concordia; Concordia Voters Meeting, 10:00am

Next Sunday: Third Sunday After Epiphany
                        Concordia Service of the Word, 9am 
                        Bethany Holy Communion, 11am; James Study for the Parish 12:30pm
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Today’s CHIEF HYMN The Only Son from Heaven (ELH 224) 
was written by the first female hymn writer of the Reformation 
era, Elizabeth Cruciger (1500-1535). Her family fled religious 
persecution in Poland, and settled in Wittenberg. There, 
Elizabeth met and married Casper Cruciger, one of Luther’s 
most promising students. Casper eventually became pastor in 
Magdeburg and professor in Wittenberg. The Cruciger family 

and the Luther family were friends.  Luther’s hymns were a regular part of the 
Crucigers’ family life and influenced Elizabeth’s own hymn writing. It is supposed 
that she wrote other hymns, but she died at a young age and The Only Son from 
Heaven is the only one that has survived. The strong Epiphany text reinforces 
Christ’s fulfillment of prophesy: He is the Light in the darkness, who opens 
heaven for sinners and gives life to the dead. Christians journey through life with 
Christ before us, allowing us a foretaste of heaven until we “may reap its fullness 
there” (st. 3). The tune was an existing one chosen by Cruciger for her text.
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