
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Friday of the Epiphany of Our Lord

January 7, 2020

Order of Service: Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 109
Propers: Oremus: A Lutheran Breviary

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Epiphany Invitatory and Venite
Christ has appeared unto us:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.



Christ has appeared unto us:
O come, let us worship Him.

Office Hymn: 173, The Star Proclaims the King Is Here
C: The star proclaims the King is here; 

But, Herod, why this senseless fear?
He takes no realms of earth away 
Who gives the realms of heavenly day.

The wiser Magi see from far 
And follow on His guiding star;
And led by light, to light they press 
And by their gifts their God confess.

Within the Jordan's crystal flood 
In meekness stands the Lamb of God
And, sinless, sanctifies the wave, 
Mankind from sin to cleanse and save.

At Cana first His power is shown; 
His might the blushing waters own
And, changing as He speaks the word, 
Flow wine, obedient to their Lord.

All glory, Jesus, be to Thee 
For this Thy glad epiphany;
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Ghost forevermore.

Psalm 45 Tone 7
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Epiphany Antiphon
And they from Sheba shall come, `alleluia:/ They shall bring gold and incense, `alleluia!

Psalm
My heart is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my composition con`cerning the King;/ My 
tongue is the pen of a `ready writer.
2You are fairer than the sons of men; Grace is poured `upon Your lips;/ Therefore God has 
blessed `You forever.
3Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, `O Mighty One,/ With Your glory and `Your majesty.
4And in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, `and righteousness;/ 
And Your right hand shall teach `You awesome things.
5Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the `King’s enemies;/ The peoples `fall under You.
6Your throne, O God, is forev`er and ever;/ A scepter of righteousness is the scepter `of 
Your kingdom.



7You `love righteousness/ and `hate wickedness;
Therefore God, Your God, has `anointed You/ With the oil of gladness more than `Your 
companions.
8All Your garments are scented with myrrh and a`loes and cassia,/ Out of the ivory palaces, by 
which they `have made You glad.
9Kings’ daughters are among Your honor`able women;/ At Your right hand stands the 
queen in `gold from Ophir.
10Listen, O daughter, Consider and `incline your ear;/ Forget your own people also, and `your 
father’s house;
11So the King will greatly de`sire your beauty;/ Because He is your Lord, `worship Him.
12And the daughter of Tyre will `come with a gift;/ The rich among the people will `seek your 
favor.
13The royal daughter is all glorious with`in the palace;/ Her clothing is `woven with gold.
14She shall be brought to the King in robes of `many colors;/ The virgins, her companions who 
follow her, shall `be brought to You.
15With gladness and rejoicing `they shall be brought;/ They shall enter `the King’s palace.
16Instead of Your fathers `shall be Your sons,/ Whom You shall make princes `in all the earth.
17I will make Your name to be remembered in all `generations;/ Therefore the people shall 
praise You forev`er and ever.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Epiphany Antiphon
And they from Sheba shall come, `alleluia:/ They shall bring gold and incense, `alleluia!

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: Psalm 50:15
Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me. Psalm 
50:15

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Lord’s Prayer – Introduction 
What is the Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer?
Our Father, who art in heaven.

What does this mean?
God would hereby tenderly invite us to believe that He is our true Father, and that we are 
His true children, so that we may ask Him with all boldness and confidence, as children as 
their dear father.

First Lection: Isaiah 49:1-7
“Listen, O coastlands, to Me, And take heed, you peoples from afar! The LORD has called Me 
from the womb; From the matrix of My mother He has made mention of My name. 2 And He 
has made My mouth like a sharp sword; In the shadow of His hand He has hidden Me, And made
Me a polished shaft; In His quiver He has hidden Me.” 3 “And He said to me, ‘You are My 
servant, O Israel, In whom I will be glorified.’ 4 Then I said, ‘I have labored in vain, I have spent
my strength for nothing and in vain; Yet surely my just reward is with the LORD, And my work 



with my God.’ ” 5 “And now the LORD says, Who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, 
To bring Jacob back to Him, So that Israel is gathered to Him (For I shall be glorious in the eyes 
of the LORD, And My God shall be My strength), 6 Indeed He says, ‘It is too small a thing that 
You should be My Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of 
Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends
of the earth.’ ” 7 Thus says the LORD, The Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One, To Him whom 
man despises, To Him whom the nation abhors, To the Servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and 
arise, Princes also shall worship, Because of the LORD who is faithful, The Holy One of Israel; 
And He has chosen You.”

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Te Deum Laudamus
†We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
All the earth worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein;
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and only Son;
Also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of Glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a Virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
to be our Judge.
We therefore pray You, help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name now and evermore.



Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Second Lection: Ephesians 3:1-12
For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles – if indeed you have heard of
the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, how that by revelation He 
made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by which, when you read, you 
may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other ages was not made 
known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and 
prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise
in Christ through the gospel, of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of 
God given to me by the effective working of His power.  To me, who am less than the least of all 
the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of 
the ages has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that 
now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Hymn: 166, Arise and Shine in Splendor
Arise and shine in splendor, 
Let night to day surrender;
They light is drawing near, 
Above thee day is beaming
In matchless beauty gleaming; 
The glory of the Lord is here.

See earth in darkness lying, 
The heathen nations dying
In hopeless gloom and night. 
To Thee the lord of heaven
Thy life, thy hope hath given 
Great glory, honor and delight.

The World's remotest races, 
Upon whose weary faces
The sun looks from the sky, 
Shall run with zeal untiring,
With joy thy light desiring 



That breaks upon them from on high.

Lift up thy eyes in wonder; 
See nations gather yonder,
They all come unto thee 
The world has heard thy story
Thy sons come to thy glory, 
And daughters haste thy Light to see.

Thy heart will leap for gladness 
When from the realms of sadness
They come o'er land and sea. 
Thine eyes will wake from slumber
When people without number 
Come thronging from afar to Thee.

See all from Midian coming 
With camels laden moving,
From Ephah, too, they run, 
From Sheba...gold all bringing,
And incense with glad singing, 
The Lord they praise, lo, ev’ryone.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Canticle: The Benedictus
Epiphany Antiphon
We have seen His star in the East: and have come to worship Him. Alleluia!

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,



Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Epiphany Antiphon
We have seen His star in the East: and have come to worship Him. Alleluia!

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father...

Prayers 
For the Week (Epiphany)
O God, by the leading of a star You manifested Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles: 
Mercifully grant that we, who know You now by faith, may after this life enjoy the fullness of 
Your glorious Godhead; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

For Love Toward Others
O God of Love, You have given a commandment through Your only-begotten son, that we should love 
one another, even as You have loved us, the unworthy and the wandering, and You have Your beloved 
Son for our life and salvation: we pray You, Lord, give to us Your servants, in all time of our life on the 
earth, a mind forgetful of past ill-will, a pure conscience and sincere thoughts, and a heart to love others;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For Christian Service
O Lord, our Heavenly Father, Whose blessed Son came not to be served, but to serve: we 
beseech You to bless all who, following in His steps, give themselves to the service of others. 
Endue them with wisdom, patience, and courage to strengthen the weak and raise up those who 
fall; that, being inspired by Your love, they may worthily serve in Your Name to the suffering, 
the friendless, and the needy; for the sake of Him, Who laid down His life for us, Your Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

For Fullness of Joy in God’s Service
Our Father, whose dear Son, for the joy set before Him, endured the Cross: Make of our life, as 
You did make of our Savior’s life, an inspired and controlled and directed obedience, days linked
to days, tasks to further tasks, all tending to the fulfillment in us of Your holy will, so that finding
the fullness of joy in Your service, we may now and evermore rejoice in the hope of the glory of 



God; through the Same, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For the Morning
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having safely brought us to the 
beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we 
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doing, being ordered by Your 
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


