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† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly 
Father, You have given us the light of Your holy 
Word, the guiding star that leads us to the 
Christ-child: Send, we beseech You, Your Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive this 
light and make use of it for our salvation, and 
that we, like the wise men, when they were 

seeking the star, may not be afraid because of any hardship or peril, but put all our 
trust in Your only-begotten Son as our only Savior, devote our earthly possessions to 
the advancement of Your kingdom, and in all things serve Him, Your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever.  Amen.

The Office of Vespers
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 120

Hymn of Invocation: 166, Arise and Shine in Splendor
C: Arise and shine in splendor, 

Let night to day surrender;
They light is drawing near, 
Above thee day is beaming
In matchless beauty gleaming; 
The glory of the Lord is here.

See earth in darkness lying, 



The heathen nations dying
In hopeless gloom and night. 
To Thee the lord of heaven
Thy life, thy hope hath given 
Great glory, honor and delight.

The World's remotest races, 
Upon whose weary faces
The sun looks from the sky, 
Shall run with zeal untiring,
With joy thy light desiring 
That breaks upon them from on high.

Lift up thy eyes in wonder; 
See nations gather yonder,
They all come unto thee 
The world has heard thy story
Thy sons come to thy glory, 
And daughters haste thy Light to see.

Thy heart will leap for gladness 
When from the realms of sadness
They come o'er land and sea. 
Thine eyes will wake from slumber
When people without number 
Come thronging from afar to Thee.

See all from Midian coming 
With camels laden moving,
From Ephah, too, they run, 
From Sheba...gold all bringing,
And incense with glad singing, 
The Lord they praise, lo, ev’ryone.

Versicles: pp. 120
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.



P: Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Psalm 72           Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Epiphany Antiphon: The kings of Tarshish and of the isles will bring presents, `alleluia:/ The 
kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts, `alleluia!
Psalm: Give the king Your `judgments, O God,/ And Your righteousness `to the king’s Son.
2He will judge Your people `with righteousness,/ And Your `poor with justice.
3The mountains will bring peace `to the people,/ And the little hills, `by righteousness.
4He will bring justice to the poor `of the people;/ He will save the children of the needy, 
And will break in pieces `the oppressor.
5They shall fear You As long as the sun `and moon endure,/ Throughout all `generations.
6He shall come down like rain upon the grass `before mowing,/ Like showers that `water 
the earth.
7In His days the right`eous shall flourish,/ And abundance of peace, Until the `moon is no 
more.
8He shall have dominion also `from sea to sea,/ And from the River to the `ends of the 
earth.
9Those who dwell in the wilderness will `bow before Him,/ And His enemies `will lick the 
dust.
10The kings of Tarshish and of the isles `Will bring presents;/ The kings of Sheba and 
Seba `Will offer gifts.
11Yes, all kings shall fall `down before Him;/ All na`tions shall serve Him.
12For He will deliver the need`y when he cries,/ The poor also, and him who `has no 
helper.
13He will spare the `poor and needy,/ And will save the souls `of the needy.
14He will redeem their life from oppression `and violence;/ And precious shall be their 
`blood in His sight.
15And `He shall live;/ And the gold of Sheba will be `given to Him;
Prayer also will be made for Him `continually,/ And daily `He shall be praised.
16There will be an abundance of `grain in the earth,/ On the top `of the mountains;
Its fruit shall wave `like Lebanon;/ And those of the city shall flourish like `grass of the 
earth. 
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ And to `the Holy Ghost.



As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ And ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Epiphany Antiphon: The kings of Tarshish and of the isles will bring presents, `alleluia:/ The 
kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts, `alleluia!

Old Testament: Isaiah 60:1-6
P: In those days Isaiah prophesied: Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of 
the LORD is risen upon you.  For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep 
darkness the people; But the LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you. 
The Gentiles shall come to your light, And kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up your 
eyes all around, and see: They all gather together, they come to you; Your sons shall come 
from afar, And your daughters shall be nursed at your side.  Then you shall see and become 
radiant, And your heart shall swell with joy; Because the abundance of the sea shall be turned 
to you, The wealth of the Gentiles shall come to you.  The multitude of camels shall cover 
your land, The dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; All those from Sheba shall come; They 
shall bring gold and incense, And they shall proclaim the praises of the LORD.
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.  
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Hymn: 167, How Lovely Shines the Morning Star, sts. 1-3
C: How lovely shines the Morning Star! The nations see and hail afar

The light in Judah shining. Thou David's Son of Jacob's race,
My Bridegroom and my King of Grace, For Thee my heart is pining.
Lowly, Holy, Great and glorious, Thou victorious
Prince of graces, Filling all the heavenly places.

O highest joy by mortals won, True Son of God and Mary's Son,
Thou high-born King of ages! Thou art my heart's most beauteous Flower,
And Thy blest Gospel's saving power My raptured soul engages.
Thou mine, I Thine; Sing hosanna! Heavenly manna
Tasting, eating, Whilst Thy love in songs repeating.

Now richly to my waiting heart, O Thou, my God, deign to impart
The grace of love undying. In Thy blest body let me be,
E'en as the branch is in the tree, Thy life my life supplying.
Sighing, Crying. For the savor Of Thy favor;
Resting never, Till I rest in Thee forever.



Epistle: Ephesians 3:1-12
P: Brethren: For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles – if indeed 
you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, how 
that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by 
which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in
other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit 
to His holy apostles and prophets: that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, 
and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel, of which I became a minister 
according to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective working of His power.  
To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who 
created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God 
might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom 
we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.  
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Hymn: 167, How Lovely Shines the Morning Star, sts. 4-7
C: A pledge of peace from God I see When Thy pure eyes are turned to me

To show me Thy good pleasure. Jesus, Thy Spirit and Thy Word,
Thy body and Thy blood, afford My soul its dearest treasure.
Keep me Kindly In Thy favor, O my Savior!
Thou wilt cheer me; Thy Word calls me to draw near Thee.

Thou, mighty Father, in Thy Son Didst love me ere Thou hadst begun
This ancient world's foundation. Thy Son hath made a friend of me,
And when in spirit Him I see, I joy in tribulation.
What bliss Is this! He that liveth To me giveth
Life forever; Nothing me from Him can sever.

Lift up the voice and strike the string. Let all glad sounds of music ring
In God's high praises blended. Christ will be with me all the way,
Today, tomorrow, every day, Till traveling days be ended.
Sing out, Ring out Triumph glorious, O victorious,
Chosen nation; Praise the God of your salvation.



Oh, joy to know that Thou, my Friend, Art Lord, Beginning without end,
The First and Last, Eternal! And Thou at length--O glorious grace!--
Wilt take me to that holy place, The home of joys supernal.
Amen, Amen! Come and meet me! Quickly greet me!
With deep yearning, Lord, I look for Thy returning.

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 2:1-12
P: Now at that time after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He who has been born 
King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him."  
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  And when he 
had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where
the Christ was to be born.  So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written 
by the prophet: 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers 
of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.' "  Then 
Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star 
appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the young 
Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship 
Him also."  When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen
in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was.  When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.  And when they had come into the 
house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. 
And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they
departed for their own country another way.
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord!

Office Hymn: 173, The Star Proclaims the King Is Here
C: The star proclaims the King is here; 

But, Herod, why this senseless fear?
He takes no realms of earth away 
Who gives the realms of heavenly day.

The wiser Magi see from far 
And follow on His guiding star;
And led by light, to light they press 
And by their gifts their God confess.



Within the Jordan's crystal flood 
In meekness stands the Lamb of God
And, sinless, sanctifies the wave, 
Mankind from sin to cleanse and save.

At Cana first His power is shown; 
His might the blushing waters own
And, changing as He speaks the word, 
Flow wine, obedient to their Lord.

All glory, Jesus, be to Thee 
For this Thy glad epiphany;
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Ghost forevermore.

Sermon:

Pulpit Hymn: 583, God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage
C: God's Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure.
Throughout all generations.

Versicle & Magnificat: pp. 122-123
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: My soul magnifies the Lord: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

For He has regarded: the low estate of His handmaiden:

For, behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.

For He that is mighty has done to me great things: and holy is His name.

And His mercy is on those that fear Him: from generation to generation.



He has shown strength with His arm: He has scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts.

He has put down the mighty from their seats: and exalted those of low degree.

He has filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he has sent empty away.

He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy: as He spoke to our 
fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Litany to the Infant Jesus
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O God the Father of Heaven,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter,
Have mercy upon us.

O Holy Trinity, One true God,
Have mercy upon us.

O holy Infant, Jesus Christ, true God, Son of the living God and Son of the Virgin Mary,
Have mercy upon us.



O holy Infant Jesus, strong in weakness, powerful in tenderness,
Have mercy upon us.

O holy Infant Jesus, Treasure of grace, Fountain of love,
Have mercy upon us.

O holy Infant Jesus, Renewer of the heavens, Repairer of the evils of the earth,
Have mercy upon us.

O holy Infant Jesus, Head of the angels, Root of the patriarchs, Speech of the prophets, Desire
of the Gentiles, Joy of shepherds, Light of the Magi,

Have mercy upon us.

O holy Infant Jesus, Salvation of infants, Expectation of the just, Instructor of the wise, First-
fruit of all saints,

Have mercy upon us.

Be merciful unto us.
Spare us, O Infant Jesus.

Be merciful unto us.
Graciously hear us, O Infant Jesus.

From the slavery of the children of Adam; from the slavery of the devil; from the evil desires 
of the flesh; from the malice of the world,

O Infant Jesus, deliver us.

From the pride of life; from blindness of spirit; from an evil will; from our sins,
O Infant Jesus, deliver us.

Through Your most pure Conception; through Your most humble Nativity; through Your tears;
through Your most painful Circumcision; through Your most glorious Epiphany; through Your
most pious Presentation,

O Infant Jesus, deliver us.

Through Your most divine life; through Your poverty; through Your many sufferings; through 
Your labors and travels,

O Infant Jesus, deliver us.



O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us, O Infant Jesus.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Graciously hear us, O Infant Jesus.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy upon us, O Infant Jesus.

O Jesus, Infant, hear us.
O Jesus, Infant, graciously hear us. 

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father...

Collects
P: O God, by the leading of a star You manifested Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles: 
Mercifully grant that we, who know You now by faith, may after this life enjoy the fullness of 
Your glorious Godhead; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

P: O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works proceed, give 
Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments, and also that we, being defended by You from the fear of our enemies, may 
pass our time in rest and quietness; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 
with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the 
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with us



and with all the faithful through time and eternity; You who live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 127
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 168, As with Gladness Men of Old
C: As with gladness men of old

Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee.

As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore,
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.

As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,



Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

In the heav’nly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown,
Thou its Sun which goes not down.
There forever may we sing
Alleluias to our King!

Blessed Epiphany to Everyone!
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