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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS – if you are participating in the live stream 
during this time, welcome to our Divine Service! If we can
assist you in any way with questions about our confession 
of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical 
service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our 
prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and

                                                         comfort you.

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly Father, who from the safety of exile in Egypt 
called Your Son and brought Him to a home for a while in Nazareth, mercifully keep us from 
losing our final home by clinging to places along the way, and so bring us to our abiding 
home with You, Your Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of the Preparation
(Confession & Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: 128, Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
C: Come, your hearts and voices raising, Christ the Lord with gladness praising;

Loudly sing His love amazing, Worthy folk of Christendom.
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Sin and death may well be groaning, Satan now may well be moaning;
We, our full salvation owning, Cast our ev’ry care away.

See how God, for us providing, Gave His Son and life abiding;
He our weary steps is guiding From earth’s woe to heav’nly joy.

Christ, from heav’n to us descending And in love our race befriending,
In our need His help extending, Saved us from the wily foe.

Jacob’s star in all its splendor Beams with comfort sweet and tender,
Forcing Satan to surrender, Breaking all the pow’rs of hell.

From the bondage that oppressed us, From sin’s fetters that possessed us,
From the grief that sore distressed us, We, the captives, now are free.

O the joy beyond expressing When by faith we grasp this blessing 
And to Thee we come confessing That our freedom Thou hast wrought!

Gracious Child, we pray Thee, hear us, From Thy lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us Till we join th’angelic choir.

At the Invocation all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession of Sin (form II)
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only-
begotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 
He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.

C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit (spoken responsively)          
Antiphon 
P: Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants: You have ordained strength, 
C: Because of Your enemies: that You may silence the enemy and the avenger. 
Psalm 
P: O LORD, our Lord: how excellent is Your name in all the earth!
C: What is man that You are mindful of him: and the son of man that You visit him? 
P: For You have made him a little lower than the angels: and You have crowned him with 
glory and honor.
C: You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands: You have put 
all things under his feet.
Gloria Patri 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now: and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.
Antiphon 
P: Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants: You have ordained strength, 
C: Because of Your enemies: that You may silence the enemy and the avenger. 
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Kyrie
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Collect for the Day
P: Let us pray: O Lord God, heavenly Father, You allowed Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, to 
become a stranger and a sojourner in Egypt for our sakes, and led Him safely home to His 
fatherland: Mercifully grant that we poor sinners, who are strangers and sojourners in this 
perilous world, may soon be called home to our true fatherland, the kingdom of heaven, 
where we shall live in eternal joy and glory; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever.
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 46:1-7
P: In those days Israel took his journey with all that he had, and come to Beersheba, and 
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offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.  Then God spoke to Israel in the visions of the
night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!” And he said, “Here I am.”  So He said, “I am God, the God of
your father; do not fear to go down to Egypt, for I will make of you a great nation there.  I 
will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will put
his hand on your eyes.”  Then Jacob arose from Beersheba; and the sons of Israel carried their
father Jacob, their little ones, and their wives, in the carts which Pharaoh had sent to carry 
him.  So they took their livestock and their goods, which they had acquired in the land of 
Canaan, and went to Egypt, Jacob and all his descendants with him.  His sons and his sons’ 
sons, his daughters and his sons’ daughters, and all his descendants he brought with him to 
Egypt.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (spoken responsively)             
P: Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the Gentiles: to give thanks to Your 
holy name, to triumph in Your praise.
C: You, O LORD, are our Father: Our Redeemer from Everlasting is Your name.

Epistle: 1 Peter 4:12-19
P: Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s 
sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.  If you 
are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon you.  On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.  But let none of 
you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters.  Yet 
if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.
For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first,
what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? Now “if the righteous one 
is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” Therefore let those who 
suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful 
Creator.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse  
P: Alleluia! Alleluia! My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD: and all flesh shall bless 
His holy name forever. Alleluia!
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C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sequence Hymn: 136, O Jesus Christ, All Praise to Thee
C: O Jesus Christ, all praise to Thee, Thou who art pleased a man to be;

To dwell with men Thou dost not scorn, And angels shout to see Thee born, Alleluia.

Th’eternal Father’s only Son Now takes a manger for His throne:
The everlasting fount of good, Assumes our mortal flesh and blood. Alleluia.

He whom the world cannot enclose In Mary’s bosom doth repose;
To be a little Child He deigns Who all things by Himself sustains. Alleluia.

Th’eternal Light to us descends, Its brightness to the earth it lends,
And purely shines upon our night, To make us children of the light. Alleluia.

The only Son, true God confessed, To His own world now comes a Guest;
And through this vale of tears our Guide, Doth in His heav’n our home provide. Alleluia.

In poorest guise to us He came, Himself He bears our sin and shame,
That, as His heirs in heav’n above, We may with angels share His love. Alleluia.

His love to show, surpassing thought! God’s Son this wondrous work hath wrought;
Then let us all unite to raise Our song of glad, unceasing praise. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 2:13-23
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Matthew, the 2nd chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: Now at that time when [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and 
stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.”  When
he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was 
there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”  Then Herod, when he saw that he was 
deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the 
male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had determined from the wise men.  Then was fulfilled what 
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was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: “A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentations, 
weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to comforted, 
because they are no more.”  Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, 
and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.”  Then he 
arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.  But when he 
heard the Archelaus was reigning over the Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there.  And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee.  
And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed: pp. 68-69
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.
     And in Jesus Christ,

His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified,
died and was buried.

He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heavenly
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

     I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.
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Chief Hymn: 165, Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
C: Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who hath truly kept His word

And the sinners’ Help and Friend Now at last to us doth send.

What the fathers most desired, What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many a year, Stands fulfilled in glory here.

Abram’s promised great Reward, Zion’s Helper, Jacob’s Lord –
Him of twofold race behold – Truly came, as long foretold.

Welcome, O my Savior now, now! Hail! My Portion, Lord, art Thou.
Here, too, in my heart, I pray, O prepare Thyself a way!

King of glory, enter in; Cleanse it from the filth of sin,
As Thou hast so often done; I belongs to Thee alone.

As Thy coming was in the peace, Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me That was ever found in Thee.

Comfort, comfort Thou my heart, Thou my Strength and Refuge art.
I am weak, and cunningly Satan lays his snares for me.

Bruise for me the serpent’s head That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to Thee in faith, Safely kept through life and death,

And when Thou dost come again As a glorious King to reign,
I with joy may see Thy face, Freely ransomed by Thy grace.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: 142, Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn (Tune: 167)
C: Rejoice, rejoice, this happy morn, A Savior unto us is born,

The Christ, the Lord of Glory. His lowly birth in Bethlehem
The angels from on high proclaim And sing redemption’s story.
My soul, extol God’s great favor, Bless Him ever For salvation,
Give Him praise and adoration.
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The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Note: The Intercessions conclude with the blessing: “The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ...” The live stream is then turned off for the Holy Communion.

Lord’s Prayer

Hymn: 161, O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is
C: O Jesus Christ, Thy manger is 

My paradise at which my soul reclineth.
For there, O Lord, Doth lie the Word Made flesh for us; 
herein Thy graceforth shineth.

He whom the sea And wind obey 
Doth come to serve the sinner in great meekness.
Thou, God's own Son, With us art one,
Dost join us and our children in our weekness.

Thy light and grace Our guilt efface,
Thy heavenly riches all our loss retrieving.
Immanuel, Thy birth doth quell
The power of hell and Satan's bold deceiving.

Thou Christian heart, Whoe'er thou art,
Be of good cheer and let no sorrow move thee!
For God's own Child, In mercy mild,
Joins thee to Him;-how greatly God must love thee!

Remember thou What glory now
The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness.
The angel host Can never boast
Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness.

The world may hold Her wealth and gold;
But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true Treasure.
To Him hold fast Until at last
A crown be thine and honor in full measure.
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The Collect (III): p. 86
P: Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom
which comes down from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be bound, but have 
free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast 
faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name abide unto the end; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. Amen.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 163, O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly
C: O rejoice, ye Christians loudly, For our joy hath now begun;

Wondrous things our God hath done.
Tell abroad His goodness proudly, Who our race hath honored thus,
That He deigns to dwell with us.
Joy, O joy, beyond all gladness, Christ hath done away with sadness!
Hence, all sorrow and repining, For the Sun of Grace is shining!

See, my soul, thy Savior chooses Weakness here and poverty;
In such love He comes to thee.
Nor the manger bed refuses, All He suffers for thy good
To redeem thee by His blood. 
Joy, O joy, beyond all gladness, Christ hath done away with sadness!
Hence, all sorrow and repining, For the Sun of Grace is shining!

Lord, how shall I thank Thee rightly? I acknowledge that by Thee
I am saved eternally.
Let me not forget it lightly But to Thee at all times cleave,
And my heart true peace receive.
Joy, O joy, beyond all gladness, Christ hath done away with sadness!
Hence, all sorrow and repining, For the Sun of Grace is shining!

Jesus, guard and guide Thy members; Fill Thy brethren with Thy grace;
Hear their prayers in ev’ry place.
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Brighten now faith’ glowing embers; Grant all Christians far and near,
Holy peace, and godly cheer!
Joy, O joy, beyond all gladness, Christ hath done away with sadness!
Hence, all sorrow and repining, For the Sun of Grace is shining!

Our Life Together
Bible Studies: Today we will get into James chapter 2. The Thursday morning study 
continues its look at John 13-17 by getting into chapter 15. Everyone is invited and 
encouraged to attend one or both of the bible studies either in person or online via the google 
hangout link. Much learning and growth in our understanding of the Sacred Scriptures takes 
place as we study and talk together. 

Epiphany Divine Service: The Twelve Days of
Christmas reach their peak on Thursday (Jan 6) the Feast of
the Epiphany, also known as the Feast of the Three Kings.
The Divine Service of Word and Sacrament will be offered
at 6:00pm. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend!

Our Quarterly Voters Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 11 at 6:00pm. This is the
meeting at which officers are elected for the year. Also, we will be discussing a couple of 
changes to congregational governance. For more info please speak with Nate Larson or Pastor
Lawson.

Mary/Martha Guild meets a week from Wednesday (Jan. 12) at 3:00pm

Bethany Elders meet a week from Thursday at 4:00pm

Preschool Update: The occupancy certificate has been issued and submitted to the state. 
Our pre-certification visit from the Department of Education is scheduled for January 25. 

Advent/Christmas Alms: Thanks to those who have brought filled-up baby bottles back 
for the Hope Clinic and items for the food banks. There is still time to bring your donations to
the church. They will all be turned in next week.

11

Cleaning at Bethany  
Dec. 27 – Jan. 8
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Taking Down Decorations will happen next Sunday after the Divine Service. There will 
be no Bible class next Sunday.

Thank you from my family and me to the members of Bethany and Concordia for your 
generosity over the past year and for your faithfulness: to those from whom we received 
Christmas cards and gifts; to all of you for remembering us in your prayers; to those who 
volunteer and help keep the two churches operating; to all who attend faithfully to the worship
of God and come to receive the gifts of Christ in Word and Sacrament, and to study the 
Divine Word. To all the faithful of the parish: thank you, happy new year, and God bless and 
keep you always. - Pastor Lawson & Family
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events this Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
Tuesday through Saturday at 8:00am

Monday: Tenth Day of Christmas; Pastor’s Day Off

Tuesday: Eleventh Day of Christmas Pastor at Bethany

Wednesday: Twelfth Day of Christmas & Eve of Epiphany Pastor at Concordia; 
                        Concordia Epiphany Vespers, 6:00pm

Thursday: FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD Pastor at Bethany; 
                        Bible Study, 10am
                        Bethany Epiphany Divine Service, 6:00pm

Friday: Pastor at Concordia

Saturday: Pastor at Bethany

Next Sunday: First Sunday After Epiphany (Baptism of Jesus) 
                        Concordia Service of the Word, 9am 
                        Bethany Holy Communion, 11am; Bible Study 12:30pm



Communion Every Sunday and Festival, Why?
Communion Frequency Before & During the Reformation

It’s been a few weeks since the last installment of this series. So just to recap: 
In the New Testament there is no mention of the church gathering for worship without
a mention of the Lord’s Supper. The passages in the book of Acts, which describe the
practice of the church in the days and years immediately after Pentecost, always 
describe the church gathered together for both Word AND sacrament.

Likewise, the descriptions we get of church practice in the first three centuries 
from church fathers such as St. Justin the Martyr (mid 2nd century) and St. Hippolytus 
of Rome (early 3rd century) simply take it for granted that every Sunday and festival 
gathering of God’s people is a gathering around both preaching AND the Lord’s 
Supper. 

In the centuries that followed the period of the “early church” (usually regarded
as the first 3-4 centuries) the Sacrament got corrupted. Sermons were too often 
eliminated from the Divine Service. The Sacrament gradually was viewed as an act 
whereby the priest offered the body and blood of Christ as a sacrifice for sin rather 
than the once-offered body and blood of Christ now being offered to God’s people as 
the gift of forgiveness, life and salvation. 

The language used in the liturgy remained Latin even when Latin was no 
longer the common language of the people. It was thought that those in the pew 
didn’t really need to understand the words since they were spoken to God and not to 
the people. The people communed less and less often while the priests communed 
more and more. 

At the time of St. Thomas Aquinas (1277) communion was considered 
frequent if a person went two to four times a year. Alarmed at this lack of 
participation, rules were periodically pronounced requiring the reception of the 
Sacrament. Everyone was to go to communion at least four times a year and 
especially on Easter. 

The amount of people who communed at Easter would require so much time 
that the custom of withholding the cup from the laity became widespread. This 
custom became church law in 1415 AD so that by the time of Luther no lay-Christian 
had sipped upon the blood of Christ for more than a century. 

Superstition lead people to retain pieces of the bread and bring them home to 
worship. The people no longer sang the hymns or liturgical parts. Choirs of monks 
did this. Christianity had truly become a spectator religion. The grace of God was 
simply not received and consequently not treasured by the common Christian.
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Yet, through all the centuries and despite the crass and Christless corruptions 
of the Eucharist, the services in God’s house always featured the Sacrament of 
the Altar.

Martin Luther argued with the Papacy over the church’s understanding of 
grace. (Early Lutherans never viewed themselves as fighting with the Catholic 
Church but with the Pope. That’s why they referred to their opponents as Papists.) 
Luther believed that grace was the forgiveness of sins earned for all by Christ and 
freely given to those who repent of their sins in the Absolution, the Word, Baptism 
and the Lord’s supper. The Lord’s Supper, to Luther, was not something that the 
priest did for God but something that Christ has given to us. You can imagine the 
changes that were made.

Luther refused to change anything that was not obviously wrong. He retained 
as much of the liturgy as the gospel would allow. So the collects, the prayers, the 
creeds, the readings, the order of service and the basic structure of Word and 
Sacrament were retained. And these are faithfully used today in all Confessional 
Lutheran churches.

But changes were required. The Lutherans’ greatest concern was that the 
people get to know God better. Preaching was reestablished in the churches, since it 
had fallen into disuse. Luther wrote the liturgy in German for the village churches 
where no one knew Latin (the Latin Service was retained wherever anyone did know 
Latin, and as a way to continue to teach Latin to kids. German hymns were also 
typically sung in the Latin Service). 

Now the people were treated to the Divine Service in their own language. They
could understand what was being said and done. The Bible was translated into 
German so that the readings could be understood. Luther and many of his 
contemporaries wrote hymns so that the people could be taught the truths of Christ 
simply and could participate in the proclamation in the service. Catechisms were 
written and produced so that the people could be trained easily. The words of 
institution were no longer mumbled in Latin. Lutheran priests chanted them loudly to 
the people in their own language. 

The main emphasis of the Reformation was that the people could understand 
the grace of God. These changes had salutary effects on the hearts and habits of 
God’s people. Communion attendance increased dramatically. In fact the Lutherans 
were attending the Sacrament so often that their Roman Catholic neighbors got a 
little jealous. The 20th century scholar Luther D. Reed writes that ironically, “the 
practice of frequent communions in the Church of Rome today owes much to 
Reformation inspiration.”
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But old habits die hard. Many Lutherans were reluctant to take communion 
every week. Some were afraid to receive the blood in the Sacrament. So the early 
Lutherans slowly and painstakingly taught and explained the need and blessings of 
the Lord’s Supper. They did not force. They simply taught. And they realized that 
people need time to adjust to change, even necessary change.

One change that Luther and the early Lutherans never even considered was 
to drop the celebration of the Sacrament from the Sunday morning service. Luther 
Reed summarized the practice of the Early Lutherans.

“The appreciation and unbroken use of the Service by the Lutheran Church in all 
lands is noteworthy…. The church has everywhere retained the Service for its 
normal Sunday service. Other Protestant churches promptly abandoned the 
historic liturgy and established a type of preaching service separate from the Holy 
Communion…. The Lutheran Church restored the ‘primitive synthesis’ of the early 
church by including in balanced proportion the preaching of the Word and the 
administration of the Sacrament in the principal service of the day.”
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“[E]very human life, no matter the size, level of development, environment, or 
degree of dependency, is indispensable in fulfilling God’s plans.” Lynette Auch, 
president of Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 
lutheransforlife.org
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