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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS – if you are participating in the live stream 
during this time, welcome to our Divine Service! If we 
can assist you in any way with questions about our 
confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our 
liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It 
is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will 

strengthen and comfort you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson 

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O mercifuil and everlasting God, heavenly Father: We thank You 
that You have revealed to us the glory of Your Son, and let the light of Your Gospel shine 
upon us: We pray that You would guide us by this light that we may walk diligently as 
Christians in all good works, ever be strengthened by Your grace, and conduct our lives in all 
godliness; through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FEBRUARY 6, 2022 † 11:00 A. M.



The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of the Preparation
(Confession & Absolution)

The Te Deum Laudamus: pp. 114-116
C: We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.

All the earth worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein;
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and only Son;
Also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of Glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a Virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
to be our Judge.
We therefore pray You, help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
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Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name now and evermore.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession of Sin (form I)
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.
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P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you!

C: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon (Pastor) The lightnings `lit up the world:/ The earth `trembled and shook.  
Psalm (All) How lovely is Your tabernacle, `O Lord of hosts:/ My soul longs, yes, even 
faints for the `courts of the Lord.
Blessed are those who `dwell in Your house:/ They will still `be praising You.
Behold, `O God our shield:/ And look upon the face of `Your anointed
For the Lord God is `a sun and shield:/ The Lord will give `grace and glory.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) The lightnings `lit up the world:/ The earth `trembled and shook. 

Kyrie
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
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O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Collect for the Day
P: O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your only-begotten Son You confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of the fathers, and in the voice that came from the 
bright cloud You wondrously foreshowed our adoption by grace: mercifully make us co-heirs 
with the King of His glory, and bring us to Your glorious home in heaven; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Exodus 34:29-35
P: In those days, when Moses came down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the 
Testimony were in Moses' hand when he came down from the mountain), that Moses did not 
know that the skin of his face shone while he talked with Him.  So when Aaron and all the 
children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come 
near him.  Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers of the congregation 
returned to him; and Moses talked with them.  Afterward all the children of Israel came near, 
and he gave them as commandments all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 
And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face.  But whenever 
Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would take the veil off until he came 
out; and he would come out and speak to the children of Israel whatever he had been 
commanded.  And whenever the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of 
Moses' face shone, then Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak 
with Him.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
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C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All)   Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
You are fairer than `the sons of men:/ Grace is poured `upon Your lips.
The Lord said to my Lord, “sit `at My right hand:/ Till I make Your ene`mies Your 
footstool.”

Epistle: 2 Peter 1:16-21
P: Brethren: We did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.  For He 
received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the 
Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  And we heard this 
voice which came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.  And so we 
have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; knowing this first, that no
prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of 
man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse (Pastor)         
Alleluia! Alleluia! Sing to the Lord, bless His Name; proclaim the good news of His salvation
from day to day: Declare His glory among all people. Alleluia!  
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 17:1-9
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Matthew, the 17th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: Now at that time after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up 
on a high mountain by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like 
the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light.  And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared
to them, talking with Him.  Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to 
be here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah.”  While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and 

6



suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. Hear Him!” And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly 
afraid.  But Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.”  When they 
had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.  Now as they came down from the 
mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man is 
risen from the dead.”
P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

7



     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 223, O Wondrous Type
C: O wondrous type, O vision fair Or glory that the Church shall share,

Which Christ upon the mountain shows, Where brighter than the sun He glows!

From age to age the Word declares How with the three disciples there,
Where Moses and Elijah meet, The Lord holds converse high and sweet.

The law and prophets there have place, The chosen witnesses of grace;
The Father’s voice from out the cloud Proclaims His only Son aloud.

With shining face and bright array Christ deigns to manifest today
What glory shall be theirs above Who joy in God with perfect love.

O Father, with th’eternal Son And Holy Spirit, ever One,
Vouchsafe to bring us by Thy grace To see Thy glory face to face.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn (throughout Epiphany): 583, God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage
C: God's Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure.
Throughout all generations.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Note: The Intercessions conclude with the blessing: “The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ...” The live stream is then turned off for the Holy Communion.

Hymn of Preparation: 167, How Lovely Shines the Morning Star
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C: How lovely shines the Morning Star! The nations see and hail afar
The light in Judah shining. Thou David's Son of Jacob's race,
My Bridegroom and my King of Grace, For Thee my heart is pining.
Lowly, Holy, Great and glorious, Thou victorious
Prince of graces, Filling all the heavenly places.

O highest joy by mortals won, True Son of God and Mary's Son,
Thou high-born King of ages! Thou art my heart's most beauteous Flower,
And Thy blest Gospel's saving power My raptured soul engages.
Thou mine, I Thine; Sing hosanna! Heavenly manna
Tasting, eating, Whilst Thy love in songs repeating.

Now richly to my waiting heart, O Thou, my God, deign to impart
The grace of love undying. In Thy blest body let me be,
E'en as the branch is in the tree, Thy life my life supplying.
Sighing, Crying. For the savor Of Thy favor;
Resting never, Till I rest in Thee forever.

A pledge of peace from God I see When Thy pure eyes are turned to me
To show me Thy good pleasure. Jesus, Thy Spirit and Thy Word,
Thy body and Thy blood, afford My soul its dearest treasure.
Keep me Kindly In Thy favor, O my Savior!
Thou wilt cheer me; Thy Word calls me to draw near Thee.

Thou, mighty Father, in Thy Son Didst love me ere Thou hadst begun
This ancient world's foundation. Thy Son hath made a friend of me,
And when in spirit Him I see, I joy in tribulation.
What bliss Is this! He that liveth To me giveth
Life forever; Nothing me from Him can sever.

Lift up the voice and strike the string. Let all glad sounds of music ring
In God's high praises blended. Christ will be with me all the way,
Today, tomorrow, every day, Till traveling days be ended.
Sing out, Ring out Triumph glorious, O victorious,
Chosen nation; Praise the God of your salvation.

Oh, joy to know that Thou, my Friend, Art Lord, Beginning without end,

9



The First and Last, Eternal! And Thou at length--O glorious grace!--
Wilt take me to that holy place, The home of joys supernal.
Amen, Amen! Come and meet me! Quickly greet me!
With deep yearning, Lord, I look for Thy returning.

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

Proper Preface & Sanctus
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; and now we praise You that You sent us 
Your only-begotten Son and that in Him, being found in fashion as a Man, You manifested the
fullness of Your glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
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     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution: pp. 78-79

When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

The Nunc Dimittis: pp. 81-82
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

Collect of Thanksgiving: pp. 82-83
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.
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P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 
to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: Alleluia, Song of Gladness – 11th Century (Tune: 8)
C: Alleluia, song of gladness, Voice of joy that cannot die;

Alleluia is the anthem Ever raised by choirs on high;
In the house of God abiding Thus they sing eternally.

Alleluia, thou resoundest, True Jerusalem and free;
Alleluia, joyful mother, All thy children sing with thee,
But by Babylon’s sad waters Mourning exiles now are we.

Alleluia cannot always Be our song while here below;
Alleluia, our transgressions Make us for awhile forgo;
For the solemn time is coming When our tears for sin must flow.

Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, Grant us, blessed Trinity,
At the last to keep Thine Easter With Thy faithful saints on high;
There to Thee forever singing Alleluia joyfully.
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Our Life Together
Bible Studies: Today we will look at James chapter 2. Thursday morning study will finish John 15 
and get into chapter 16. Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend one or both of the bible studies 
either in person or online via the google hangout link. 

Bethany’s Anniversary Potluck is next Sunday following the Service. The Mary/Martha Circle 
has decided to also hold the annual Bunco Game at the same time. Also, since that day is Super Bowl 
Sunday, everyone is invited to stick around so we can enjoy the game together. Kickoff is 3:30pm.

Bethany Elders are scheduled to meet a week from Thursday
at 4:30pm.

The Center for Apologetics & Worldview February article
is available in hard copy on the back table. This month’s article
was written by Bethany Professor Emeritus, Alan Quist. The title
of this month’s article is: Is It Reasonable to Believe that
Miracles Happen? Take extra copies to pass out to family and friends!

More Topics, More Guests, More Jesus…Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced by 
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. This week’s 
teachings include: Global Climate Change vs. The Curse of the Fall, Why Christianity Is Not Just 
Another Religion, The Widow’s Offering, Media Coverage of Religion and more. You can listen at your
convenience at issuesetc.org, or download the free LPR mobile app on your cellphone.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events this Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
Tuesday through Saturday at 8:00am

Monday: Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday: Pastor in Gresham
Wednesday: Pastor at Concordia 
Thursday: Comm. of Silas, Fellow Worker of Sts. Peter & Paul; Pastor at Bethany
                   Bible Study, 10am
Friday: Pastor at Concordia
Saturday: Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: Septuagesima: First Sunday in Pre-Lent 
                        Concordia Service of the Word, 9am 
                        Bethany Holy Communion, 11am; Anniversary Potluck & Bunco 12:30pm

Cleaning at Bethany  
Feb. 6-19

Howell / Swigart



Communion Every Sunday and Festival, Why?
Communion Frequency Today 

Allow me to recap the last installment of this series of articles from several weeks ago
by stating again the summary paragraph about Communion frequency from the 20th century 
scholar Dr. Luther D. Reed: “Luther and his associates never would have approved of the 
‘half-mass’ commonly found among us today as the normal Sunday worship of our 
congregations. For two hundred years, or nearly half the time from the Reformation to the 
present, the normal Sunday service in Lutheran lands was the purified Mass, or Divine 
Service with its twin peaks of Sermon and Sacrament. There were weekly celebrations and 
the people in general received the Sacrament much more frequently than before. The 
ravages of war, the example of non-Lutherans, the later subjective practices of Pietistic 
groups in a domestic type of worship, and the unbelief of rationalism, however, finally broke 
the genuine Lutheran Tradition.”

Dr. Reed was writing in the middle of 20th century when the norm for communion 
frequency among Lutherans in our country was once a month. That was a good deal better 
than the norm of quarterly communion of a generation earlier. And it only took another couple
of generations for twice a month to become normal among Lutherans.

Realizing our ragged history, honoring our heritage and treasuring the grace found in 
it, Lutherans of the current generation are teaching the importance of Holy Communion every
Sunday and are working to restore this Biblical practice, which was consistent practice of the 
ancient church and well beyond the period of the Reformation. 

Equally stressing both the sermon and the Sacrament is not only consistent with the 
Bible and practice of the first Christians, it is uniquely Lutheran. The Papal Church has 
historically stressed the Sacrament, often to the exclusion of preaching. Protestants have 
historically stressed preaching often to the exclusion of the Sacrament. It is Lutheran practice
to maintain a balance between the two in the Service of Word and Sacrament.

Every generation has its own areas of concern and its own issues that need to be 
worked out. In the 1960s and 70s the “Battle for the Bible” raged in conservative 
Lutheranism. Faithful churches focued on preserving the pure doctrine of the inspiration and 
inerrancy of Holy Scripture against Bible-doubting liberalism. In the 1980s and 90s the chief 
concern was the so-called “Church Growth” movement and the encroachment of anti-
liturgical, anti-sacramental forms of worship that sought to hide the light of sound Lutheran 
doctrine and practice as a way of luring people into the churches.

In order to deal with these challenges the church’s pastors and teachers were led 
back into the sources – back to an intense study of the Scriptures as the source of doctrine 
and practice, and of our Lutheran Confessions as the correct explanation of the Scriptures. 
The confessional revival that resulted has had a profound impact on the current generation. 

The call of this generation of Lutherans who take our confession seriously has been 
to restore the church’s vibrant sacramental piety which centers around the celebration the 
Holy Supper of our Lord’s Body and Blood every Sunday and festival. Serious study of the 
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scriptural, confessional, and historical witness teaches us that the Scriptures place the Lord’s
Supper at the center of worship and not as an appendage or an occasional extra. The result 
of such study is leading more congregations in our own synod and across the Lutheran 
Church to embrace every Sunday Communion. 

In the fifth century a theologian named Prosper of Aquitaine spoke these words: lex 
orandi lex credendi. They mean: “The law of worship is the law of faith.” As we worship so we
shall be believe and as we believe so we shall worship. The greatest teacher in the church 
has always been the Divine Service itself. Every child of seven who goes consistently to 
church knows the words of the Liturgy. We know what to expect. If something is missing we 
know. If something is added we know. If something is changed we especially know.

Those who attend the Service regularly know the creed, the Lord’s prayer, the words 
of institution, and a host of other passages because they say them each week. We learn how
to confess our sins in the confession. We learn how God absolves us. Our children know that
God calls the pastor because they see him dressed in robes each week. We all know that the
sermon is God’s word because we place it into a pulpit spoken by God’s pastor. We learn 
about Baptism when the babies are baptized. The Liturgy teaches. The Liturgy teaches us 
about the Lord’s Supper too.

The chief way that we are connected to Christ, with Him abiding in us and we in Him 
(John 15:1-8) is by receiving the same blessings from God each week in the Divine Service. 
Certain things need to be observed and received each week. That way we immediately 
notice if they are gone. 

Each week we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we confess the Creed, we hear the Scriptures 
and we reflect upon the sermon. If these parts were missing we would feel like a great 
blessing was taken away. By using a Worship Service that contains the same things week 
after week we come to know and believe that these are blessings from God which constitute 
His service to us. 

Chief among these blessings is the Lord’s supper. When we made the move to every 
Sunday Communion at my last church – St. Paul Lutheran in Escondido, CA – after a couple 
of years of it, I remember going on vacation and being gone for three Sundays in a row. 
Since I was not there to conduct the Service there was no communion. The first Sunday I 
was back more than one person commented on how wonderful it was to have the Lord’s 
Supper after what felt like a long fast. They said it just didn’t feel like church without Holy 
Communion.

We need to recognize the importance and surpassing value of the Sacrament of the 
Altar. It is the very Bread of Life! It is the very Body and Blood of the crucified and risen Lord 
Jesus Christ given to us as food to strengthen and preserve us body and soul unto life 
eternal. When it is restored to its proper place as the pinnacle of the Divine Service every 
Lord’s Day it will become such a part of the Sunday morning expectation that all will 
immediately know that something is missing if it is not there. That’s because those who 
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partake regularly will come to church expecting both to hear Jesus speak His words of life to 
them and to feed Himself into them for their life and salvation. 
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Farewell to Alleluia: The remnant of Israel 
(Judah) was taken captive and exiled in 
Babylon for 70 years until Cyrus, king of the 
Persians, conquered the Babylonians and 
set them free. This foreshadowed what 
Christ accomplished in His death and 
resurrection, freeing His people from our 
bondage to sin, death, and hell. The 
Christian Church celebrates her deliverance 
by Jesus especially in the last three days of 
Holy Week: Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and

Easter. Next Sunday is nearly 70 days before Easter, and it bears the name 
Seputagesima, which means “seventieth.” The Epiphany season proclaimed the 
significance of Bethlehem for Gentiles; now we set our faces toward Jerusalem (Luke 
9:51). In imitation of exiled Judah, our services give up some of their songs. Think of 
Psalm 137: By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept when we remembered Zion. 
There we hung our harps on the willows. For those who carried us away captive required
of us a song, saying, “sing us one of the songs of Zion!” How shall we sing the Lord’s 
song in a strange land? The first “song” to be omitted from the liturgy already next week 
(the first Sunday in Pre-Lent) is the Alleluia, which means, “Praise the Lord.” Next 
Sunday, all Alleluias are silenced in the church until Easter when Alleluia will be sung 
again in triumphant joy.  Thus, today we say farewell to Alleluia in our final hymn. Written 
in the 11th century, Alleluia, Song of Gladness specifically bids farewell to Alleluia in 
stanza 3. Following Transfiguration Sunday, we pause for the three Sundays of Pre-Lent 
to hear our Lord’s teaching on grace, His holy Word, and saving faith. Then we will follow
Him for 40 days through the desert (Lent) and at last to our deliverance (Holy Week and 
Easter).
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