
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Wednesday in the Week of Septuagesima: First Sunday in Pre-Lent

Commemoration of Philipp Melanchthon (birth), Confessor
February 16, 2022

Order of Service: Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 109
Propers: Treasury of Daily Prayer

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.
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Praise be to You, O Christ, King of eter - nal glo - ry.

Invitatory and Venite
O come, let us worship the Lord.

For He is our Maker.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.



For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

Office Hymn: 80, O Blessed Holy Trinity
O blessed Holy Trinity,
Divine, eternal Unity,
God Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Be Thou this day my Guide and Host.

My soul and body keep from harm;
O’er all I have extend Thine arm.
That Satan may not cause distress
Nor bring me shame and wretchedness.

The Father’s love shield me this day;
The Son’s pure wisdom cheer my way;
The Holy Spirit’s light divine
Illume my heart’s benighted shrine.

My Maker, strengthen Thou my heart;
O my Redeemer, help impart;
Blest Comforter, keep at my side
That faith and love in me abide.

Lord, bless and keep Thou me as Thine;
Lord, make Thy face upon me shine;
Lord, lift Thy countenance on me
And give me peace, sweet peace, from Thee. Amen.

Psalm 91 Tone 6
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Antiphon
He who dwells in the secret place `of the Most High/ Shall abide under the shadow of `the 
Almighty.

Psalm
2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge `and my fortress;/ My God, in `Him I will trust.”
3 Surely He shall deliver you from the snare `of the fowler/ And from the peri`lous pestilence.
4 He shall cover you with His feathers, And under His wings you `shall take refuge;/ His truth 
shall be your `shield and buckler.
5 You shall not be afraid of the `terror by night,/ Nor of the arrow `that flies by day,
6 Nor of the pestilence that `walks in darkness,/ Nor of the destruction that lays `waste at 
noonday.
7 A thousand may `fall at your side,/ And ten thousand at your right hand; But it shall `not come 



near you.
8 Only with your `eyes shall you look,/ And see the reward `of the wicked.
9 Because you have made the LORD, who `is my refuge,/ Even the Most High, `your dwelling 
place,
10 No evil `shall befall you,/ Nor shall any plague come `near your dwelling;
11 For He shall give His angels `charge over you,/ To keep you `in all your ways.
12 In their hands they `shall bear you up,/ Lest you dash your foot `against a stone.
13 You shall tread upon the lion `and the cobra,/ The young lion and the serpent you shall tram`ple
underfoot.
14 “Because he has set his `love upon Me, therefore I will `deliver him;
I will `set him on high,/ because he `has known My name.
15 He shall call upon Me, and I `will answer him;/ I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him 
`and honor him.
16 With long life I will `satisfy him,/ And show him `My salvation.”

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
He who dwells in the secret place `of the Most High/ Shall abide under the shadow of `the 
Almighty.

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: James 1:12
Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the 
crown of the life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. James 1:12 

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Lord’s Prayer – Sixth Petition 
What is the Sixth Petition to the Lord’s Prayer?
And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean?
God certainly tempts no one to sin, but we pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us
so that the devil, the world and our own flesh may not deceive us nor lead us into misbelief, 
despair and other shameful sin and vice; and though we be thus tempted, that we may still in the 
end overcome and retain the victory.

First Lection: Job 12:1-6, 12-25
Then Job answered and said:
2 “No doubt you are the people,
And wisdom will die with you!
3 But I have understanding as well as you;
I am not inferior to you.
Indeed, who does not know such things as these?
4 “I am one mocked by his friends,
Who called on God, and He answered him,
The just and blameless who is ridiculed.



5 A lamp is despised in the thought of one who is at ease;
It is made ready for those whose feet slip.
6 The tents of robbers prosper,
And those who provoke God are secure—
In what God provides by His hand. ...
12 Wisdom is with aged men,
And with length of days, understanding.
13 “With Him are wisdom and strength,
He has counsel and understanding.
14 If He breaks a thing down, it cannot be rebuilt;
If He imprisons a man, there can be no release.
15 If He withholds the waters, they dry up;
If He sends them out, they overwhelm the earth.
16 With Him are strength and prudence.
The deceived and the deceiver are His.
17 He leads counselors away plundered,
And makes fools of the judges.
18 He loosens the bonds of kings,
And binds their waist with a belt.
19 He leads princes away plundered,
And overthrows the mighty.
20 He deprives the trusted ones of speech,
And takes away the discernment of the elders.
21 He pours contempt on princes,
And disarms the mighty.
22 He uncovers deep things out of darkness,
And brings the shadow of death to light.
23 He makes nations great, and destroys them;
He enlarges nations, and guides them.
24 He takes away the understanding of the chiefs of the people of the earth,
And makes them wander in a pathless wilderness.
25 They grope in the dark without light,
And He makes them stagger like a drunken man.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Wednesday Canticle: Exultavit Cor Meum (Song of Hannah) – 1 Samuel 12 Tone 7
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Antiphon
You will show me `the path of life;/ In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 
pleasures `forevermore.

Canticle
My heart rejoices `in the LORD;/ My horn is exalt`ed in the LORD.
I smile at `my enemies,/ Because I rejoice in `Your salvation.



2“No one is holy like the LORD, For there is `none besides You,/ Nor is there any `rock like our 
God.
3“Talk no more so `very proudly;/ Let no arrogance `come from your mouth,
For the LORD is the `God of knowledge;/ And by Him `actions are weighed.
4“The bows of the mighty `men are broken,/ And those who stumbled are `girded with strength.
6“The LORD kills `and makes alive;/ He brings down to the grave `and brings up.
7The LORD makes `poor and makes rich;/ He brings `low and lifts up.
8He raises the `poor from the dust/ And lifts the beggar `from the ash heap,
To set them `among princes/ And make them inherit the `throne of glory.
For the pillars of the `earth are the LORD’s,/ And He has set the `world upon them.
9He will guard the feet of His saints, But the wicked shall be si`lent in darkness./ For by strength 
no `man shall prevail.
10The adversaries of the LORD shall be brok`en in pieces;/ From heaven He will thun`der against 
them.
The LORD will judge the `ends of the earth./ He will give strength to His king, And exalt the horn
of `His anointed.”

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
You will show me `the path of life;/ In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 
pleasures `forevermore.

Second Lection: St. John 5:30-47
30 I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not
seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me. 31 “If I bear witness of Myself, My 
witness is not true. 32 There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness 
which He witnesses of Me is true. 33 You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the 
truth. 34 Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be 
saved. 35 He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his 
light. 36 But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to
finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me. 37 And the 
Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His voice at any 
time, nor seen His form. 38 But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He 
sent, Him you do not believe. 39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have 
eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me. 40 But you are not willing to come to Me that
you may have life. 41 “I do not receive honor from men. 42 But I know you, that you do not 
have the love of God in you. 43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if 
another comes in his own name, him you will receive. 44 How can you believe, who receive 
honor from one another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God? 45 Do not 
think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you—Moses, in whom you 
trust. 46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. 47 But if 
you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”



O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Bio of Philipp Melanchthon

Hymn: 171, O Word of God Incarnate
O Word of god incarnate,
O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky,
We praise You for the radiance
That from the hallowed page,
A lamp unto our footsteps,
Shines on from age to age. 

The Church from You, dear Master,
Received the gift divine,
And still that light is lifted
O’er all the earth to shine.
It is the chart and compass
That, all life’s voyage through,
Mid mists and rocks and quicksands
Still guides, O Christ, to You.

O make Your Church, dear Savior,
A lamp of burnished gold
To bear before the nations
Your true light, as of old;
O teach Your wand’ring pilgrims
By this their path to trace,
Till, clouds and darkness ended,
They see You face to face.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Morning Canticle: The Benedictus
Antiphon
Behold, now is the accepted time: Behold, now is the day of salvation.

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;



As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Antiphon
Behold, now is the accepted time: Behold, now is the day of salvation.

Kyrie, Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ Creed
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father…

I believe in God the Father Almighty...

Prayers
Collect for the Week of Septuagesima: First Sunday in Pre-Lent
O Lord, we beseech You favorably to hear the prayers of You people, that we who are justly 
punished for our offenses, may be mercifully delivered by Your gracious goodness, for the glory 
of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Savior, Who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

For the Commeoration of Philipp Melanchthon (Treasury of Daily Prayer)
Almighty God, we praise You for the service of Philipp Melanchthon to the one, holy, catholic, 
and apostolic Church in the renewal of its life in fidelity to Your Word and promise. Raise up in 
these gray and latter days faithful teachers and pastors, inspired by Your Spirit, whose voices will
give strength to Your Church and proclaim the ongoing reality of Your kingdom; through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



For the Home, the Community, and the Land
O most gracious Father, You see that Your people sorely need Your fatherly goodness for their 
support in this temporal life each day, indeed, each hour and moment. You know best how much 
we need in this mortal life. Therefore, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as 
the eyes of a maidservant to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to You, our God, that You 
might shower from Your generous hands of blessing whatever pertains to the nourishment and 
necessity of our needy bodies. We brought nothing into this world, and we cannot take anything 
out of it. Therefore help us always to be content with Your gifts and blessings and to use them for
the furthering of Your honor, for the nourishment and clothing of those over whom You have 
given us charge, and for the assistance and service of our poor neighbors, so that when we must 
give an account of this, we may stand unmoved before Your court. O Lover of life! Grant life to 
Your people and to all those we have care of and who are dear to us in this world for as long as it 
pleases You. Uphold us all in good health, that we may be able to serve You always and without 
opposition in the vocations You have placed us, and so that we may with united heart and mouth 
praise and honor You at all times. O God of peace! Bestow continually the blessing of peace in 
our times that we may flourish in safety and security. Make a wall of fire all around our land and 
our community with Your holy angels and grant us Your protection. Have mercy upon us and our
people, O Lord, and do not hold our communal sins against us. They are many and grievous and 
for them we deserve Your righteous wrath. Grant us true repentance and forgive us as a nation, a 
state and a community. Do not give us the government we deserve, but that which we need. 
Grant that we may elect godly and moral officials at all levels who fear You and will govern 
lawfully, with righteousness and justice, that Your Word may be freely and truthfully preached 
for the upbuilding of Your holy Christian Church, and that we may lead peaceful and quiet lives, 
godly and dignified in every way. O Father of all mercies, grant all fathers and mothers to 
prosper in earning their living. Bless the fruit of the womb, and help all parents to raise their 
children to be honest, decent and civil and especially to train them in the fear and admonition of 
the Lord.  Bless the efforts of farmers, laborers, service-sector workers, employers and 
employees alike that none may labor in vain, but for the preservation of all under Your 
providential care.  And let all Your Christians be blessed with all spiritual and physical blessings 
in earthly and heavenly riches; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the Morning
O Lord Jesus Christ, bright Sun of the world: Shine upon our spirit and drive away the night of 
sin, that we may walk in Your holy light all our life and even forevermore; You who live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


