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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS – if you are participating in the live stream 
during this time, welcome to our Divine Service! If we can

assist you in any way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, 
understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that
the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that through Your Son 
Jesus Christ You have sown Your holy Word among us: We pray that You will prepare our 
hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may diligently and reverently hear Your Word, keep it in 
good hearts, and bring forth fruit with patience; and that we may not incline to sin, but subdue
it by Your power, and in all persecutions comfort ourselves with Your grace and continual 
help; through Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of the Preparation
(Confession & Absolution)

FEBRUARY 20, 2022 † 11:00 A. M.



Hymn of Invocation: 230, Speak, O Lord, Thy Servant Heareth
C: Speak, O Lord, Thy servant heareth, to Thy Word I now give heed;

Life and spirit Thy Word beareth, All Thy Word is true indeed.
Death’s dread pow’r in me is rife; Jesus, may Thy Word of Life
Fill my soul with love’s strong fervor That I cling to Thee forever.

O what blessing to be near Thee And to hearken to Thy voice!
May I ever love and fear Thee That Thy Word may be my choice!
Oft were hardened sinners, Lord, Struck with terror by Thy Word;
But to him who for sin grieveth Comfort sweet and hope it giveth.

Lord, Thy words are waters liviong Where I quench my thirsty need.
Lord, Thy words are bread life giving; On Thy words my soul doth feed.
Lord, thy words shall be my light Through death’s vale and dreary night;
Yea, they are my sword prevailing And my cup of joy unfailing.

Precious Jesus, I beseech Thee, May Thy words take root in me;
May this gift from heav’n enrich me So that I bear fruit for Thee!
Take them never from my heart Till I see Thee as Thou art,
When in heav’nly bliss and glory I shall greet Thee and adore Thee.

At the Invocation all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession of Sin (form II)
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only-
begotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 
He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.

C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit (spoken responsively)          
Antiphon 
P: Awake, why do You sleep, O Lord?: Arise! Do not cast us off forever.
C: Why do You hide Your face?: And forget our affliction?
P: For our soul is bowed down to the dust:
C: Arise for our help and redeem us.
Psalm 
P: We have heard with our ears, O God: our fathers have told us the deeds You did in their 
days, in days of old.
C: You drove out the nations with Your hand, but them You planted: You afflicted the 
peoples, and cast them out.
P: You have saved us from our enemies: And have put to shame those who hated us.
C: In God we boast all day long: And praise Your name forever.
Gloria Patri 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.
Antiphon 

P: Awake, why do You sleep, O Lord?: Arise! Do not cast us off forever.
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C: Why do You hide Your face?: And forget our affliction?
P: For our soul is bowed down to the dust:
C: Arise for our help and redeem us. 

Kyrie
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Collect for the Day
P: O God, You see that we do not put our trust in anything we do: Mercifully grant, that by 
Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
Amen.
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Collect for the Feast of St. Matthias, Apostle (February 24)
P: O almighty God, into the place of the traitor Judas You chose Your faithful servant 
Matthias: grant that Your Church, ever being preserved from false apostles, may continually 
abide in the doctrine of Your true Apostles; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 55:10-13
P: In those days Isaiah prophesied: [Thus says the Lord:] As the rain comes down, and the 
snow from heaven, and do not return there, but water the earth, and make it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall My word be that goes 
forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.  For you shall go out with joy, and be led out 
with peace; The mountains and the hills shall break forth into singing before you, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands.  Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree, 
and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree; And it shall be to the LORD for a name,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (spoken responsively)             
P: Let the nations know that Your Name alone is the LORD: You alone are the Most High 
over all the earth.
C: O my God, make them like the whirling dust: And like the chaff before the wind.

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 11:19 – 12:9
P: Brethren: You put up with fools gladly, since you yourselves are wise! For you put up with 
it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes from you, if one exalts 
himself, if one strikes you on the face.  To our shame, I say that we were too weak for that! 
But in whatever anyone is bold -- I speak foolishly -- I am bold also.  Are they Hebrews? So 
am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I.  Are they ministers
of Christ? -- I speak as a fool -- I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure,
in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.  From the Jews five times I received forty stripes 
minus one.  Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, 
in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in 
weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
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nakedness -- besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the 
churches.  Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with 
indignation? If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my infirmity.  The God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.  In 
Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with 
a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, 
and escaped from his hands.  It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. I will come to 
visions and revelations of the Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago -- whether
in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows -- such a one
was caught up to the third heaven.  And I know such a man -- whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know, God knows -- how he was caught up into Paradise and heard 
inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.  Of such a one I will boast; yet 
of myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities.  For though I might desire to boast, I will 
not be a fool; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above 
what he sees me to be or hears from me.  And lest I should be exalted above measure by the 
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to 
buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.  Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord 
three times that it might depart from me.  And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Tract (Pastor) replaces the Alleluia Verse until Easter        
You, O Lord, have made the earth to tremble: You have broken it.
Heal its breaches: For it is shaking.
That Your beloved may be delivered: Save with Your right hand.

The congregation responds by singing:

-v`ccdccvccccfcvcvccgccccccchccccchccccccyccccvcccjcbcccjccbbbbbclcbbbbbbbbbccjcbbchccbbbbbbbcgccccc
    Christ has hum-bled Him-self,   and be-come o-be-dient 

-v`cckcbckccbbcccuccccccvccccgcbbbbbbbcchccbccbbbcjccbbbbbbbbcjcbbbbbcjccccbbbbbbcEccccc}
       un-to death;    ev’n the death of the Cross.
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Holy Gospel: St. Luke 8:4-15
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Luke, the 8th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from every 
city, [Jesus] spoke by a parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some 
fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it.  Some fell 
on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture.  And some 
fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on good 
ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.”  When He had said these things He 
cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What 
does this parable mean?” And He said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, And 
hearing they may not understand.’  Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.  
“Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word 
out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.  But the ones on the rock are those 
who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a 
while and in time of temptation fall away.  Now the ones that fell among thorns are those 
who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, 
and bring no fruit to maturity.  But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having
heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.”
P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed: pp. 68-69
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.
     And in Jesus Christ,

His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified,
died and was buried.

He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heavenly
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and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

     I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 591, May God Bestow On Us His Grace
C: May God bestow on us His grace, With blessings rich provide us,

And may the brightness of His face To life eternal guide us
That we His saving health may know, His gracious will and pleasure,
And also to the heathen show Christ's riches without measure
And unto God convert them.

Thine over all shall be the praise And thanks of every nation,
And all the world with joy shall raise The voice of exultation;
For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord, Nor suffer sin to flourish;
Thy people's pasture is Thy Word Their souls to feed and nourish,
In righteous paths to keep them.

Oh, let the people praise Thy worth, In all good works increasing;
The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, Thy Word is rich in blessing.
May God the Father, God the Son, And God the Spirit bless us!
Let all the world praise Him alone, Let solemn awe possess us.
Now let our hearts say Amen.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn (throughout Pre-Lent): 178, I Pray Thee, Dear Lord Jesus
C: I pray Thee, dear Lord Jesus, My heart to keep and train

That I Thy holy temple From youth to age remain.
Turn Thou my thoughts forever From worldly wisdom’s lore;
If I but learn to know Thee, I shall not want for more.
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The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer

Hymn: 226, By Grace I’m Saved, sts. 1, 3, 5-8, 10
C: By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; My soul believe and doubt it not.

Why stagger at this word of promise? Hath Scripture ever falsehood taught?
Nay; then this word must true remain: By grace thou, too, shalt heav’n obtain.

By grace! O mark this word of promise When thou art by thy sins oppressed,
When Satan plagues thy troubled conscience, And when thy heart is seeking rest.
What reason cannot comprehend God by His grace to thee doth send.

By grace! This ground of faith is certain; So long as God is true, it stands.
What saints have penned by inspiration, What in His Word our God commands,
What our whole faith must rest upon, Is grace alone, grace in His Son.

By grace! But think not, thou who livest Securely on in godless ways,
That thou – though all are called – receivest The promised rest that wakes our praise.
No one will find in heav’n a place Who loves to sin and scorns God’s grace.

By grace! They who have heard this sentence Must bid hypocrisy farewell;
For only after true repentance The soul what grace imports can tell:
To sin God’s grace a trifle seems, To faith it bright with glory beams.

By grace to timid hearts that tremble, In tribulation’s furnace tried –
By grace, despite all fear and trouble, The Father’s heart is open wide.
Where could I help and strength secure If grace were not my anchor sure?

By grace! Sin, death, and Satan hearken! I bear my flag of faith in hand
And pass – for doubts my joy can’t darken – The Red Sea to the Promised Land.
I cling to what my Savior taught And trust it, whether felt or not.

Collect (III): p. 86
P: Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom
which comes down from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be bound, but have 
free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast 
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faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name abide unto the end; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Benediction: p. 87
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 589, Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word
C: Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word; Curb those who fain by craft and sword

Would wrest the Kingdom from Thy Son And set at naught all He hath done.

Lord Jesus Christ, Thy power make known, For Thou art Lord of lords alone;
Defend Thy Christendom that we May evermore sing praise to Thee.

O Comforter of priceless worth. Send peace and unity on earth.
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.
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Our Life Together

Bible Studies: We have taken a few weeks off from our Sunday Bible study for one reason 
or another. Today we want to get back on track and start meeting consistently again. We will 
move along in our survey of James by looking at chapter 2. Our Thursday morning study has 
finished John 15 and will look at chapter 16 this week. Remember that if you are unable to 
attend in person, the google hangout link works pretty well. 

Christians mark the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday (March 2) 
by attending the Divine Service of Word and Sacrament with the Imposition of 
Ashes. To begin the Service, ashes are placed on the forehead in the shape of a 
cross.  For we are subject to the results of our sin: Dust you are and to dust you 
shall return. But by His cross Christ has redeemed us for the resurrection unto 

life. Lent is a time to grapple with sin: to focus on repentance, instruction in God’s Word, and 
our Lord’s Passion, the source of our forgiveness and new life. Ash Wednesday Service will 
be held in both churches this year: 4pm at Bethany and 6pm at Concordia.

Midweek Lenten Vespers: We will be working our
way through St. Mark’s Passion account and the theme for
the Lenten preaching will be: Advancing on the Path of
Righteousness – The Cross Is Our Theology. Lent is a
good time to begin or increase participation in worship
and instruction. This year’s Lenten Schedule is as follows:

Ash Wednesday
Bethany, 4pm & Concordia, 6pm

Lenten Vespers
Concordia: Wednesdays, 6pm                                   Bethany, Thursdays, 5:30pm
March 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6                                            March 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7

Invite your friends and family who have not been to Church in a while, and resolve to attend 
Service each Sunday and Wednesday in Lent to receive Christ’s gifts. 
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Cleaning at Bethany  
Feb. 21 – March 5

Baileys

Sexagesima means “60 Days.” Sexa = 60; gesima = Days. There are now
approximately 60 Days before Easter.



Church Literature: Be sure to peruse the back table where the service folders are kept for 
any new literature from our synod that you have not read yet.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events this Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
Tuesday through Saturday at 8:00am

Monday: Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday: Pastor at Bethany
Wednesday: Comm. of St. Polycarp of Smyrna, Bishop & Confessor Pastor at Concordia 
Thursday: FEAST OF ST. MATTHIAS, APOSTLE Pastor at Bethany; Bible Study, 10am
Friday: Pastor at Concordia
Saturday: Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: Quinquagesima: Third Sunday in Pre-Lent 
                        (Sunday Before Ash Wednesday) 
                        Concordia Service of the Word, 9am 
                        Bethany Holy Communion, 11am; James Study for the Parish, 12:40pm

Sexagesima Sunday: God’s Word does things, guaranteed (Isaiah 55:11)! That’s
because God Himself works in and through His Word, accomplishing His will. His 
work through the Word made flesh changes hearts. That is why Lutherans For 
Life bases everything upon that Word. When hearts and minds are changed, 
people change. People changed and motivated by the Word can influence and 
bring change to our society. 

Prayer: Almighty Father, bring forth fruit from the seeds You plant in and through 
us. Amen.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year/One Year Lectionary – Lutherans For Life



Communion Every Sunday and Festival, Why?
Answering Common Objections Part 1 

At this point I would like to offer some answers to common objections to Every 
Sunday & Festival Communion. I’ll try to provide the answers sufficiently and in a 
convincing way in the next couple of articles. If you have an objection that I don’t 
address please let me know so that I can think about it and provide an answer. 

One common objection is that Communion every Sunday will make the 
Sacrament less special and people won’t take it as seriously. I actually think there is 
quite a bit to this objection in terms of how seriously the faithful take preparation for 
the solemnity of receiving Christ’s Body and Blood. I have an answer to this concern, 
but I think it deserves its own article.

For now, answers to other common objections are easier and briefer. So, in no
particular order of importance:  

Have we been doing wrong not to have communion every Sunday?
Wrong, as in sinning? No, of course not! This isn’t a matter of sin. That would 

be running things in the way of the Law and rules. If it’s a matter of rules, well, Jesus 
didn’t make a rule that says: do this every Sunday. He simply said, “Do this often.” 
On the other hand, neither did Jesus make the rule: “do this only once or twice a 
month.”

The Lord’s Supper is the Lord’s gift to His people. Right away in the book of 
Acts we see how highly God’s people valued this gift and craved it. Their hunger and 
thirst for Christ’s body and blood for their forgiveness and life drove how they 
interpreted the encouragement to do this often. They did it every week; at first every 
day! Why would we not follow their example? Why would we not celebrate and 
receive this gift as often as we can get it? Again, it isn’t a matter of sin, or even of 
right or wrong. It’s a matter of what is the most beneficial practice.

On non-Communion Sundays do we not receive full forgiveness of sins?
Full forgiveness, life and salvation is given and received on non-Communion 

Sundays! Each means of grace – baptism, absolution, preaching, Lord’s Supper – 
gives full and free forgiveness of sins to those who partake and receive it in faith. But 
the means of grace do not all give the forgiveness of sins in the same way or with the
same manner of intimacy. 

The Lord’s Supper is the most intimate way that the Lord connects with His 
people. He actually gives His body and blood as food to be eaten and drunk, and in 
that way He puts Himself – body, blood, soul and divinity – inside of us. The flesh 
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and blood of the God-Man is united to our flesh and blood in a most intimate 
communion. Christ quite literally fills His people with Himself and His gifts

On non-Communion Sundays, then, the full forgiveness is surely not missing. 
Still, there is something missing: the Body and Blood of Christ – Jesus’ most personal
and concrete giving of His full and free forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

We’ve never done it that way before.
This is the conservative objection. A healthy amount of conservatism in a 

church is a good thing to keep the spirits of constant and mindless change in check. 
When changes in church practice are promoted there should be good reason for 
doing so. 

On the other hand, we Lutherans are the church of Holy Scripture and the 
Lutheran Confessions. So our conservatism needs to be balanced by our 
confessionalism. What is being taught and practiced always needs to be measured 
against what the Bible teaches and promotes, which is correctly confessed and 
expounded in the Lutheran Confessions. When it is demonstrated that our practices 
are not in line with Scripture and the confessional standard of our church, we should 
be willing to reform our practices and not simply hang on to the old practice because 
that’s the way we’ve always done it.  

Isn’t Communion every Sunday Roman Catholic?
Communion every Sunday is biblical. It was the practice of the entire Christian 

Church, from Pentecost to the Reformation – a full 1500 years – long before there a 
Roman Catholic Church as such. It is the catholic (i.e., “universal”) practice that 
Lutherans embraced until the 18th century when Lutheranism went off the rails with 
pietism and rationalism. 

Things are not bad just because the Roman Church does them. If that were 
so, we would need to throw out our entire Order of worship and many of our hymns 
because the Roman Church has the same Order and sings some of the same hymns
we do. Silent Night was written by a Roman Catholic but we don’t stop singing it on 
that account. The first Lutherans did not change things unless they were wrong. 
Presbyterians, Methodist and Baptists changed their worship practice simply 
because it was Roman. The habit of not doing this or that in worship just because the
Roman Church does it is un-Lutheran.
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Services on Communion Sundays last 1 hour and 15-20 minutes. Services on Non-
Communion Sundays only take an hour. If we have communion every Sunday the 
Service will be over an hour every week!

This is certainly true. What a privilege to be able to commune with God by 
feasting on Christ’s body and blood every week! But we’re not going to cut the 
sermon in half or eliminate hymn verses so the Service clocks in at an hour or less. 
Where is it written that the Service must last only an hour? We only have Church 
Service once a week (a little more during Advent/Christmas and during Lent/Holy 
Week). It seems like another 20 minutes devoted to receiving God’s gifts each week 
shouldn’t be that big of a deal. 

Isn’t this practice a bit extreme?
It might seem extreme to us because it’s new to us. And I suppose it is 

extreme. It is extremely comforting for sinners to be forgiven by Christ’s body and 
blood every week. It is extremely important to have the strength and power for our 
lives that this Sacrament gives.

More answers to common objections next week.
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Today’s CHIEF HYMN May God Bestow on Us His Grace 
(ELH 591) is Martin Luther’s paraphrase of Psalm 67. It was 
published in 1523 as an appendage to a German translation of 
His 1523 revision of the Latin Mass. In his revision of the Latin 
Mass, Luther suggests that the service might close with the 
Aaronic Benediction or Psalm 67:6-7, upon which today’s hymn
is based. This has led scholars to speculate that Luther may 
have intended this hymn to serve as a fitting closing hymn for 

the Service. It is also considered one of the earliest “mission hymns” of the 
Lutheran Church and has been associated with this Sunday of the Church Year 
since the 16th century. In this hymn Luther invites us to sing of the power of God’s
Word – our Lord Jesus Christ – and in His Holy Scriptures. In st. 2: “Thy people’s 
pasture is Thy Word, Their souls to feed and nourish” Christians are fed by our 
Lord’s Word as sheep are fed in the pasture. The Word is proclaimed in the 
Divine Service and Prayer Offices of Matins & Vespers.  It is studied in Bible 
class and catechism class, and meditated upon in daily prayer. Connecting with 
the Gospel for this day, st. 3 exclaims: “The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, 
Thy Word is rich in blessing!” By the power of the Holy Spirit working through the 
gospel, our Lord works faith. Sinners are called to repentance and the 
forgiveness of sins in Jesus in preached. With faith in their hearts, believers 
confess and spread the faith.
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