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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS – if you are participating in the live stream 
during this time, welcome to our Divine Service! If we 
can assist you in any way with questions about our 

confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, 
please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort 
you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson 

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, according to the will of 
the Father, through the cooperation of the Holy Spirit, You have by Your death given life to 
the world: Deliver me by Your most sacred Body and Blood from all my iniquities and from 
all evils; make me always to obey Your commandments, and never allow me to be separated 
from You.  Though I am unworthy, You bid me to partake of Your Body and Blood.  Let me 
not receive Your holy Sacrament to my judgment and condemnation; but through Your 
goodness may it be to me a safeguard and remedy both for soul and body.  Amen.

FEBRUARY 27, 2022 † 11:00 A. M.



The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of the Preparation
(Confession & Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: 33, We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost
C: We now implore the Holy Ghost

For the true faith, which we need the most,
That in our last moments He may befriend us
And, as homeward we journey, attend us. Lord, have mercy.

Shine in our hearts, O most precious Light,
That we Jesus Christ may know aright,
Clinging to our Savior, whose blood hath bought us.
Who again to our homeland hath brought us. Lord, have mercy.

Thou sacred Love, grace on us bestow,
Set our hearts with heavenly fire aglow
That with hearts united we love each other,
Of one mind, in peace with every brother. Lord, have mercy!

Thou highest Comfort in every need,
Grant that neither shame nor death we heed,
That e'en then our courage may never fail us
When the Foe shall accuse and assail us. Lord, have mercy!

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Confession of Sin (form I)
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you!

C: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 4

-vccYcc]cgchcjchc]v]cYcc]ckchcgcdc}
Antiphon (Pastor)  Be my `rock of refuge,/ a fortress of de`fense to save me.
For You are my rock `and my fortress./ Therefore, for Your name’s sake, lead `me and guide 
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me.
Psalm (All) In You, O Lord, I put my trust; let me nev`er be ashamed;/ deliver me in 
`Your righteousness.
Into Your hand I com`mit my spirit;/ You have redeemed me, O Lord `God of truth.
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I `am in trouble;/ my eye wastes `away with grief.
Make Your face shine u`pon Your servant;/ save me for `Your mercies’ sake.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) Be my `rock of refuge,/ a fortress of de`fense to save me.
For You are my rock `and my fortress./ Therefore, for Your name’s sake, lead `me and 
guide me.

Kyrie
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.
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Collect for the Day
P: O Lord, we beseech You, mercifully hear our prayers, and having set us free from the 
bonds of sin, defend us from all evil; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 35:3-7
P: In those days Isaiah prophesied: Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble 
knees.  Say to those who are fearful-hearted, Be strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, with the recompense of God; He will come and save you.”  Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  Then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb sing. For waters shall burst forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert.  The parched ground shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty land springs of water; In the habitation of jackals, where each lay, there shall be grass 
with reeds and rushes.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All) Tone 4

-vccYcc]cgchcjchc]v]cYcc]ckchcgcdc}
You are the God `who does wonders;/ You have declared Your strength a`mong 
the peoples.
You have with Your arm re`deemed Your people,/ The sons of Ja`cob and Joseph.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
P: Brethren:  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have
become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.  Love 
suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things.  Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are
tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.  For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part.  But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in 
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part will be done away.  When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also 
am known.  And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Tract (Pastor) replaces the Alleluia Verse until Easter  
Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness;
Enter into His gates with thanksgiving. Know that the Lord, He is God;
It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His 
pasture.

The congregation responds by singing:

-v`ccdccvccccfcvcvccgccccccchccccchccccccyccccvcccjcbcccjccbbbbbclcbbbbbbbbbccjcbbchccbbbbbbbcgccccc
    Christ has hum-bled Him-self,   and be-come o-be-dient 

-v`cckcbckccbbcccuccccccvccccgcbbbbbbbcchccbccbbbcjccbbbbbbbbcjcbbbbbcjccccbbbbbbcEccccc}
       un-to death;    ev’n the death of the Cross.

Holy Gospel: St. Luke 18:31-43
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Luke, the 18th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time [Jesus] took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of Man will be 
accomplished.  For He will be delivered to the Gentiles and will be mocked and insulted and 
spit upon.  They will scourge Him and kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.”  But 
they understood none of these things; this saying was hidden from them, and they did not 
know the things which were spoken.  Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a
certain blind man sat by the road begging.  And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what
it meant.  So they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by.  And he cried out, saying, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Then those who went before warned him that he 
should be quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” So Jesus 
stood still and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he had come near, He asked 
him, saying, “What do you want Me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, that I may receive my 
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sight.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.”  And 
immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the people, 
when they saw it, gave praise to God.
P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
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     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 331, A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth, sts. 1-3, 6, 9-10
C: A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, The guilt of all men bearing;

And laden with the sins of earth, None else the burden sharing!
Goes patient on, grow weak and faint, To slaughter led without complaint,
That spotless life to offer; Bears shame and stripes, and wounds and death,
Anguish and mockery, and saith, "Willing all this I suffer."

This Lamb is Christ, the soul's great Friend, The Lamb of God, our Savior;
Him God the Father chose to send To gain for us His favor.
"Go forth, My Son," the Father saith, "And free men from the fear of death,
From guilt and condemnation. The wrath and stripes are hard to bear,
But by Thy Passion men shall share The fruit of Thy salvation."

"Yea, Father, yea, most willingly I'll bear what Thou commandest;
My will conforms to Thy decree, I do what Thou demandest."
O wondrous Love, what hast Thou done! The Father offers up His Son!
The Son, content, descendeth! O Love, how strong Thou art to save!
Thou beddest Him within the grave Whose word the mountains rendeth.

From morn till eve my theme shall be Thy mercy’s wondrous measure;
To sacrifice myself for Thee Shall be my aim and pleasure.
My stream of life shall ever be A current flowing ceaselessly,
Thy constant praise outpouring. I’ll treasure in my memory,
O Lord, all Thou hast done for me, Thy gracious love adoring.

Of death I am no more afraid, New life from Thee is flowing;
Thy cross affords me cooling shade When day’s hot sun is glowing.
When by my grief I am oppressed, On Thee my weary soul shall rest
And o’er grief’s ills so conquer. And when beneath life’s stormy woe
My ship is driven to and fro, So art Thou then my Anchor.

And when Thy glory I shall see And taste Thy kingdom’s pleasure,
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Thy blood my royal robe shall be, My joy beyond all measure;
When I appear before Thy throne, Thy righteousness shall be my crown,
With these I need not hide me. And there, in garments richly wrought
As Thine own bride, I shall be brought To stand in joy beside Thee.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn (throughout Pre-Lent): 178, I Pray Thee, Dear Lord Jesus
C: I pray Thee, dear Lord Jesus, My heart to keep and train

That I Thy holy temple From youth to age remain.
Turn Thou my thoughts forever From worldly wisdom’s lore;
If I but learn to know Thee, I shall not want for more.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Note: The Intercessions conclude with the blessing: “The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ...” The live stream is then turned off for the Holy Communion.

Hymn of Preparation: 311, Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray
C: Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray That we may feed on Thee today;

Beneath these forms of bread and wine Enrich us with Thy grace divine.

The chastened peace of sin forgiv’n, The fellowship of heirs of heav’n,
Grant as we share this wondrous food, Thy body broken and Thy blood.

Our trembling hearts cleave to Thy Word; All Thou hast said Thou dost afford,
All that Thou art we here receive, And all we are to Thee we give.

One bread, one cup, one body, we, United by our life in Thee,
Thy love proclaim till Thou shalt come To bring Thy scattered loved ones home.

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray To keep us steadfast to that day
That each may be Thy welcomed guest When Thou shalt spread Thy heav’nly feast.

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
Preface
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 
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P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

Proper Preface & Sanctus
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 
this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 
of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution: pp. 78-79

When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.
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Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

The Nunc Dimittis: pp. 81-82
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

Collect of Thanksgiving: pp. 82-83
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 
to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

11



The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 236, Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
C: Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure,

Flee the world, which would deceive us, And to sin our souls allure.
Ever in His footsteps treading, Body here, yet soul above,
Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, abide with me; Savior, lead, I follow Thee.

Let us suffer here with Jesus, To His image e’er conform;
Heaven’s glory soon will please us, Sunshine follow on the storm.
Though we sow in tears of sorrow, We shall reap in heav’nly joy;
And the fears that now annoy Shall be laughter on the morrow.
Christ, I suffer here with Thee; There, O share Thy joy with me!

Let us also die with Jesus. His death from the second death,
From our soul’s desturction, free us, Quickens us with life’s glad breath.
Let us mortify, while living, Flesh and blood and die to sin;
And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here I die to Thee, There to live eternally.

Let us gladly live with Jesus; Since He’s risen from the dead,
Death and grave must soon release us. Jesus, Thou art now our Head.
We are truly Thine own members; Where Thou livest, there live we.
Take and own us constantly, Faithful Friend, as Thy dear brethren.
Jesus, here I live to Thee, Also there eternally.
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Our Life Together

Bible Studies: We continue our study of James 2 this morning by looking at the second half
of the chapter on the connection between faith and works. The Thursday study is cancelled 
again this week due to Pastor being out of town.

On Ash Wednesday we observe the beginning of Lent with the Divine 
Service of Word and Sacrament. The Service beings with the ritual custom 
unique to this day: the Imposition of Ashes. For more information on this 
custom please see today’s article. Ash Wednesday Service will be held at 
4pm at Bethany and 6pm at Concordia.

Midweek Lenten Vespers: We will be working our
way through St. Mark’s Passion account and the theme for
the Lenten preaching will be: Advancing on the Path of
Righteousness – The Cross Is Our Theology. Lent is a
good time to begin or increase participation in worship
and instruction. This year’s Lenten Schedule is as follows:

Ash Wednesday
Bethany, 4pm & Concordia, 6pm

Lenten Vespers
Concordia: Wednesdays, 6pm                                   Bethany, Thursdays, 5:30pm 
March 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6                                            March 10, 17, 24, 31, April 7

Invite your friends and family who have not been to Church in a while, and resolve to 
attend Service each Sunday and Wednesday in Lent to receive Christ’s gifts. 

Mary/Martha Guild meets a week from Wednesday (March 9) at 3pm.

Power Hour Program: Pastor and Kristen will be up in Port Orchard, WA again later this 
week to observe the Power Hour sessions on Thursday morning at Bethany Lutheran Church. 
This is in preparation for getting this program going in our parish. They will be leaving after 
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the Ash Wednesday Service at Concordia and will be back Thursday evening.

Hope Medical Clinic: Besides continuing with the baby bottle program, this year during 
Lent we would like to do a diaper & baby wipe drive for the clinic. If you can find it in your 
heart to donate, you may bring items to church throughout Lent, to be brought over to Hope 
Clinic after Easter. Items can be placed in the social hall around the Hope Table. Also, Hope is
in need of volunteers to do janitorial work at the clinic. Talk to Kristen for more info.

Daily Devotion: Lent is a season set aside for deliberate spiritual growth. It is a perfect time 
to either begin or improve upon the habit of spending time each day in God’s Word and 
prayer. On Ash Wednesday the cycle of Bible readings on our Congregation at Prayer sheet 
starts over with Genesis and Mark. Using the prayer sheet each day is a simple way to 
meditate on the Scriptures and to pray. It takes only a few minutes. Pastor also live streams a 
chanted Matins (“Morning Prayer”) Tuesday-Saturday from the Bethany Sanctuary. Anyone is
welcome to join Pastor in person or online, or watch the live stream later in the morning.

ELS Center for Apologetics & Worldview: The March article is available on the back 
table where the service folders are kept. Written by Rev. David Thompson of St. Timothy 
Lutheran Church, Lombard, ILL, this issue explores How Christians Should Understand 
“Identity.” These are brief, easily digestable articles. Take one (or a few), read it and pass it 
on.

14

Feasts, Commemorations, and Events this Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
Tuesday through Saturday at 8:00am

Monday: Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday: Pastor at Bethany
Wednesday: ASH WEDNESDAY 
                     Holy Communion with Ashes: Bethany, 4pm & Concordia, 6pm 
Thursday: Pastor in Port Orchard, WA all day
Friday: Pastor at Concordia
Saturday: Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: Invocabit: First Sunday in Holy Lent 
                        Concordia Holy Communion, 9am 
                        Bethany Service of the Word, 11am; James Study for the Parish, 12:30pm



Ashes to Ashes and Dust to Dust
Why Christians Receive Ashes on Ash Wednesday

Christians receiving ashes on the forehead in the shape of a cross on Ash 
Wednesday – the first day of the holy season of Lent – is the age-old custom of the 
Roman Church, the Anglican Church, and many Lutheran Churches. It is certainly 
not a universal custom in the Lutheran Church, but many of our churches have 
restored this practice because of its beneficial effects. 

Like other ritual customs of the church, the imposition of ashes is only 
beneficial if we know why it is done – what its purpose is. Why do we do this on Ash 
Wednesday? Are we showing off? Are we trying to stand out? Is it some weird secret 
church ritual? What does it mean? Should I get the ashes too?

There are three reasons why Christians go to church to receive ashes on Ash 
Wednesday. First, the ashes remind us of our sinfulness. Second, the ashes remind 
us of our mortality. Third, the ashes remind us that we have been redeemed. The 
physical ritual act of having ashes smeared on the forehead provides a physical – an 
earthy, fleshly – remembrance. Bodily rituals help allign body, mind, soul and spirit. 
The rituals get the whole person involved.

So to unpack the three reasons for the ashes: Since ancient times, God’s 
people have used ashes as a sign of humble repentance (see Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6;
Daniel 9:3: Matthew 11:21; Luke 10:13). This tradition was carried on by the early 
church and remains an important tradition today. When we willingly go up to a pastor 
and receives ashes on the forehead, we are admitting that we are sinners in 
desperate need of salvation. We are admitting that we have sinned not only against 
our neighbors, but against God Himself. 

The ashes demonstrate in a symbolic way that without God, all people are 
spiritually dead. The ashes remind us of our need to repent and confess in order to 
be turned back to God. The ashes demonstrate our pleading that the Lord would 
purify us. The ashes serve as a tangible, concrete, visible sign of our failure to love 
God as much as He loves us.

Receiving ashes on Ash Wednesday also reminds us of our mortality, which is 
the direct result of God’s condemnation of our sin. God said to Adam, “You are dust 
and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). Ashes serve as a solemn reminder that 
the price of sin is death. Man cannot escape death. 

Often, people today feel as if they are invincible. It’s easy to feel like we’re at 
the top of the world, capable of doing anything that we desire. We keep ourselves 
busy doing “good” things, but fail to recognize that in reality we are dead men 
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walking. People don’t like to think about death. Our culture has seemingly sterilized 
death. We make every attempt to avoid death. Now in the age of COVID-19 our 
culture has become fixated on preserving physical life at all costs, as if physical, 
biological life is what’s most important. 

Death is uncomfortable. And, that’s why ashes are so important. They are the 
physical reminder that God created man from the dust of the earth and one day all 
men will return to the dust of the earth no matter how hard we try, no matter how 
many measures we put in place, to avoid. Ashes to ashes and dust to dust. The 
ashes force us to remember that we are merely mortal and that God alone is 
sovereign and reigns for all eternity.

Ashes also tell us the good news of the Gospel! You see, ashes aren’t just 
smeared randomly or haphazardly across people’s foreheads. The ashes are given in
the shape of the cross. In receiving the ashes, we remember that our Lord Jesus 
took on the fullness of our humanity. He who was sinless became our sin. Jesus the 
Christ was crucified on a cross. He was crucified for you. Then Jesus conquered 
death itself through His resurrection. He was resurrected for you. 

In doing so, Christ has taken the ashes of our past and created a whole new 
life which is open to all. Those who believe and are baptized will live forever in the 
holy presence of God! In Christ, God has redeemed His people, and by holy baptism 
we have been recreated as His children, clean and new. 

Through the cross of Christ, the power of death has been destroyed. Through 
the cross there is life. The cross-shaped ashes on our foreheads proclaim the good 
news that sin and death have been conquered through the cross of Christ. By 
receiving the ashes on the forehead in the shape of a cross, we are also reminded of 
our baptism where each of us was personally crucified and buried with Christ 
(Romans 6). In the baptismal ritual, the pastor traced the sign of the holy cross on the
forehead and said: receive the sign of the cross. The ashes remind us of our baptism.

At the Ash Wednesday Service, the Divine Service of Word and Sacrament 
follows the receiving of ashes. We, who were once dead in our sins, we who deserve 
to die, hear the Lord’s saving voice in the proclamation of His Word and then come to
the Lord’s Table literally wearing the cross of Christ. At the Lord’s table, those who 
have humbled themselves before the Lord, who have admitted their sin, who know 
they deserve death, are instead given the new life that is only found through the body
and blood of our loving Lord Jesus. Here, at the Lord’s table, those marked with the 
cross of Christ are raised up, strengthened through God’s mercy, love, and grace, 
and sent forth into the world to proclaim the good news!

I encourage all of you to keep this most solemn and holy day of our Christian 
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year and come to church so that you, too, can join in this special occasion in which 
we humbly come before the Lord, repent of our sinful ways and receive the free gift 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Interestingly, the ashes are traditionally made out of the palm branches used 
previously on Palm Sunday, a day when people rejoiced and praised Jesus only days
before they turned on him and yelled “Crucify Him!” (Matthew 27:22; Mark 15:13; 
Luke 23:21; John 19:6) This serves as a powerful reminder that people are sinful, 
death is real, but Resurrection Day (Easter) is coming! Come, all are welcome. All are
in need of salvation. Let the Lord use the ashes of your past to create in you a clean 
heart and new life in Him.
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Today’s CHIEF HYMN A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
(ELH 331) was written by Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676), the 
greatest of Lutheran hymnwriters next to Luther himself. 
Gerhardt penned this hymn near the end of the Thirty Years’ 
War (1618-48) and in the midst of political tensions in Berlin, as 
leaders forsook Lutheranism for Calvinism. The hymn beautifully
proclaims the sweet message of today’s Gospel lesson, 
especially the first three verses wherein our Lord Jesus predicts 

His betrayal, suffering, death and resurrection to the disciples. Indeed, it has 
been referred to as the most beautiful of all Passion hymns! Based on Isaiah 
53:4-7 and John 1:29, the hymn details the love of God the Father in offering his 
Son to die for our salvation. In ten stanzas, Gerhardt gives us a descriptive 
picture of our Savior’s suffering on Good Friday in a way that also brings to mind 
the sufferings of the times in which he lived (and in which we live), always 
pointing us to our dependence on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for 
our salvation. This is our faith: Christ uncomplainingly, willingly became flesh and 
suffered and died for us. He is the ultimate sacrificial Lamb, a sacrifice that does 
not need to be repeated again and again like the Old Testament sacrifices, but 
rather a sacrifice that atones for our sins once and for all. And our joy is in the 
conclusion of this story. For Christ did not stay dead but arose on Easter Sunday. 
The Lamb that was slaughtered has risen and, as Luther tells us in his 
explanation to the second article of the Creed, “lives and reigns to all eternity”! 
This is most certainly true!

Quinquagesima Sunday: “[T]he Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the 
outward appearance” (1 Samuel 16:7). Age, shape, and ability do not establish or
inhibit human worth. “[T]he Lord looks on the heart” and sees the life and spirit 
hidden within. Every human pulse beats with the Creator’s own love – patient (1 
Corinthians 13:4), enduring (1 Corinthians 13:7), making perfect (1 Corinthians 
13:10) what was wrecked (Luke 18:42). 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, give us Your love that looks past appearances. Amen. 
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