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† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works proceed, give Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey Your commandments, and also that we, being defended by You from the 
fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.



Hymn of Invocation: 181, Of the Father’s Love Begotten
C: Of the Father’s love begotten Ere the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega, He the Source, the Ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore.

At His word was all created; He commanded it was done:
Earth and heav’n, and depths of ocean, In their threefold order one;
All that grows beneath the shining Of the orbs of moon and sun,
Evermore and evermore.

He is found in human fashion Death and sorrow here to know
That the race of Adam’s children, Doomed by Law to endless woe,
May not henceforth die and perish In the depths of hell below,
Evermore and evermore.

O that birth forever blessed, When the Virgin full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race,
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.

O ye heights of heav’n, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing;
Pow’rs dominions, bow before Him And extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent, Ev’ry voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.

This is He whom heav’n-taught singers Sang of old with one accord;
Whom the Scriptures of the prophets Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the Long-expected; Let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.

Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore.

Versicles: pp. 120 (Alleluias are not said)
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

P: Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Psalm 45           Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon: The Lord shall give him the throne of his `father David:/ and he shall reign over the 
house of Ja`cob forever.
Psalm: My heart is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my composition con`cerning the 
King;/ My tongue is the pen of a `ready writer.
2You are fairer than the sons of men; Grace is poured `upon Your lips;/ Therefore God 
has blessed `You forever.
3Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, `O Mighty One,/ With Your glory and `Your majesty.
4And in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, `and righteousness;/ 
And Your right hand shall teach `You awesome things.
5Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the `King’s enemies;/ The peoples `fall under You.
6Your throne, O God, is forev`er and ever;/ A scepter of righteousness is the scepter `of 
Your kingdom.
7You `love righteousness/ and `hate wickedness;
Therefore God, Your God, has `anointed You/ With the oil of gladness more than `Your 
companions.
8All Your garments are scented with myrrh and a`loes and cassia,/ Out of the ivory palaces, by
which they `have made You glad.
9Kings’ daughters are among Your honor`able women;/ At Your right hand stands the 
queen in `gold from Ophir.
10Listen, O daughter, Consider and `incline your ear;/ Forget your own people also, and `your 
father’s house;
11So the King will greatly de`sire your beauty;/ Because He is your Lord, `worship Him.
12And the daughter of Tyre will `come with a gift;/ The rich among the people will `seek your 
favor.
13The royal daughter is all glorious with`in the palace;/ Her clothing is `woven with gold.
14She shall be brought to the King in robes of `many colors;/ The virgins, her companions who
follow her, shall `be brought to You.
15With gladness and rejoicing `they shall be brought;/ They shall enter `the King’s 
palace.
16Instead of Your fathers `shall be Your sons,/ Whom You shall make princes `in all the earth.
17I will make Your name to be remembered in all `generations;/ Therefore the people 
shall praise You forev`er and ever.



Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ And to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ And ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon: The Lord shall give him the throne of his `father David:/ and he shall reign over the 
house of Ja`cob forever.

Old Testament: Isaiah 7:10-16 
P: In those days the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying, "Ask a sign for yourself from the 
LORD your God; ask it either in the depth or in the height above."  But Ahaz said, "I will not 
ask, nor will I test the LORD!" Then he said, "Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing
for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also? "Therefore the Lord Himself will 
give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name 
Immanuel.  Curds and honey He shall eat, that He may know to refuse the evil and choose the 
good.  For before the Child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that 
you dread will be forsaken by both her kings.”
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord!

Hymn: 121, Behold, a Branch Is Growing, sts. 1, 2, 5 (Tune: TLH 645)
C: Behold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and grace,

As prophets sung, foreknowing; It springs from Jesse’s race
And bears one little Flow’r In midst of coldest winter,
At deepest midnight hour.

This Flower whose fragrance tender With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor The dark everywhere,
True Man, yet very God; From sin and death He saves us
And lightens every load.

O Savior, Child of Mary, Who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of Glory, Who dost our weakness know,
Bring us at length, we pray, To the bright courts of heaven
And to the endless day.

Epistle: Hebrews 10:4-10 
P: Brethren: For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins. 
Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did not desire, 
but a body You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You had no 
pleasure. Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come – In the volume of the book it is written of Me – 
to do Your will, O God.’” Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and 
offerings for sin You did not desire, not had pleasure in them” (which are offered according to



the law), then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes away the first 
that He may establish the second. By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord!

Hymn: 145, What Child Is This?
C: What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The Babe the Son of Mary!

Gospel: St. Luke 1:26-38 
P: At that time the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name 
was Mary.  And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord 
is with you; blessed are you among women!" But when she saw him, she was troubled at his 
saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.  Then the angel said to her, "Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  "And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.  "He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 
"And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end."
Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?" And the angel 
answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest 
will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son 
of God.  "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and 
this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.  "For with God nothing will be 
impossible."  Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according
to your word." And the angel departed from her.
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord!

Office Hymn: 268, On Mary, Virgin Undefiled
C: On Mary, Virgin undefiled, Did God bestow His favor;



She bore a Son, the spotless Child, To Him be praise forever.
He hath us all from sin set free; Our stay be He, 
And rest eternal give us!

Were all the sages here below All human wisdom showing,
The mystery of Christ to know Were far beyond their knowing;
For full of grace and truth is He; O may He be 
Our comfort in our dying!

Inspired of God the prophets spake, And faithful proved their saying,
That Christ the bonds of sin doth break, Deliverance conveying
To all by Satan’s wiles enslaved; All shall be saved 
Who trust in Him, believing.

O Root of Jesse, David’s Son, And Jacob’s Star of heaven!
Thou art the Christ, the blessed One; Thy name all praise be given:
By grace Thou hast redeemed us all From Adam’s fall, 
And Thou wilt guide and tend us.

O could I speak in ev’ry tongue, The Scripture’s deep expounding,
Were in my mouth the angels’ song That through high heav’n is sounding,
I on my knees would humbly fall, On Jesus call, 
And worship Him forever!

My sins are countless as the sands, My crimes, O God, are crying,
Deliver me from sin’s bread bands And save me, Lord, when dying;
O let me not, for evil past, Be lost at last, 
Grant me Thy grace, I pray Thee!

Sermon Series: Advancing on the Path of Righteousness
Theme 4: Righteousness Sufficient and In Need of More

Hymn: 281, O Love, How Deep
C: O love, how deep, how high, how broad, How passing thought the love of God,

That Christ, the Son of God, should take Our mortal form for mortals’ sake.

He sent no angel to our race, Of higher or of lower place,
But wore the robe of human frame, And to this world Himself He came.

For us baptized, for us He bore His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptations sharp He knew; For us the tempter overthrew.



For us He prayed, for us He taught; for us His daily works He wrought;
By words and signs and actions thus Still seeking not Himself, but us.

For us to wicked hand betrayed, Scourged, mocked, in purple robe arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death; For us gave up His dying breath.

For us he rose from death again; For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

All glory to our Lord and God For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore Forever and forevermore.

Versicle & Magnificat: pp. 122-123
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: My soul magnifies the Lord: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For He has regarded: the low estate of His handmaiden:
For, behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For He that is mighty has done to me great things: and holy is His name.
And His mercy is on those that fear Him: from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with His arm: He has scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts.
He has put down the mighty from their seats: and exalted those of low degree.
He has filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy: as He spoke to our 
fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Kyrie
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Lord’s Prayer (sung by all)

Collects
P: We beseech You, O Lord, pour forth Your grace into our hearts; that, as we have known the
incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, by the message of the angel, so by His cross and 



Passion we may be brought into the glory of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

P: O Almighty God, of Your great mercy You caused Your Son to be conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, and to become incarnate of the blessed Virgin Mary according to the angel’s 
annunciation: Grant us by Your grace, that our sinful conception may be purified by His holy 
conception; through the same, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 
with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the 
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with us
and with all the faithful through time and eternity; You who live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 138, Joy to the World
C: Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room And heaven and nature sing. ...

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy. ...

No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found. ...

He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness And wonders of His love. …

Happy Feast of the Annunciation to all!


