
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Ash Wednesday

March 2, 2022

Order of Service: Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 109
Propers: Treasury of Daily Prayer

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.
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Praise be to You, O Christ, King of eter - nal glo - ry.

Invitatory and Venite
Christ, for our sakes, has endured temptation and suffering.

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

Christ, for our sakes, has endured temptation and suffering.
O come, let us worship Him.

Office Hymn: O Kind Creator, Bow Thine Ear – 6th Century (Tune: 80)
O Kind Creator, bow Thine ear 
To mark the cry, to know the tear
Before Thy throne of mercy spent 
In this Thy holy fast of Lent.

Our hearts are open, Lord, to Thee: 
Thou knowest our infirmity;
Pour out on all who seek Thy face 
Abundance of Thy pard’ning grace.

Our sins are many, this we know; 
Spare us, good Lord, Thy mercy show;
And for the honor of Thy name 
Our fainting souls to life reclaim.

Give us the self-control that springs 
From discipline of outward things,
That fasting inward secretly 
The soul may purely dwell with Thee.

We pray Thee, Holy Trinity, 
One God, unchanging Unity,
That we from this our abstinence 
May reap the fruits of penitence. Amen.

Psalm 6 Tone 2

-v7cUx]cgcjckcgc]v]cUx]cjchcfcgc}
Antiphon
O LORD, do not rebuke me `in Your anger,/ Nor chasten me in Your `hot displeasure.

Psalm
2 Have mercy on me, O LORD, `for I am weak;/ O LORD, heal me, for my `bones are troubled.
3 My soul also is `greatly troubled;/ But You, O `LORD—how long?
4 Return, O LORD, `deliver me!/ Oh, save me for `Your mercies’ sake!
5For in death there is no re`membrance of You;/ In the grave who `will give You thanks?
6 I am weary `with my groaning;/ All night I make my bed swim; I drench my `couch with my 
tears.
7 My eye wastes away `because of grief;/ It grows old because of all `my enemies.



8 Depart from me, all you workers of `iniquity;/ For the LORD has heard the voice `of my 
weeping.
9 The LORD has heard my `supplication;/ The LORD will `receive my prayer.
10 Let all my enemies be ashamed and `greatly troubled;/ Let them turn back and be a`shamed 
suddenly.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
O LORD, do not rebuke me `in Your anger,/ Nor chasten me in Your `hot displeasure.

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: John 20:31
These [words of the Scriptures] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. John 20:31

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Lord’s Prayer – Conclusion 
What is the Conclusion to the Lord’s Prayer?
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

What does “Amen” mean?
Amen means that we should be sure that these petitions are acceptable to our Father in heaven 
and are heard by Him; for He Himself has commanded us so to pray and has promised to hear us.
Amen, Amen: that is, Yes, Yes, it shall be so.

First Lection: Genesis 1:1-19
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form, and void; 
and darkness [a]was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of
the waters.
3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it 
was good; and God divided the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and 
the darkness He called Night. [b]So the evening and the morning were the first day.
6 Then God said, “Let there be a [c]firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the 
waters from the waters.” 7 Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters 
which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was 
so. 8 And God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the second 
day.
9 Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear”; and it was so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering 
together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
11 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit 
tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was 
so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and the 
tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 13 So the evening and the morning were the third day.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-19&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-2a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-19&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-6c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-19&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-5b


14 Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the
night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years; 15 and let them be for lights 
in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so. 16 Then God made two
great [d]lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the 
stars also. 17 God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 and 
to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw 
that it was good. 19 So the evening and the morning were the fourth day.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Wednesday Canticle: Exultavit Cor Meum (Song of Hannah) – 1 Samuel 12 Tone 7
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Antiphon
You will show me `the path of life;/ In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 
pleasures `forevermore.

Canticle
My heart rejoices `in the LORD;/ My horn is exalt`ed in the LORD.
I smile at `my enemies,/ Because I rejoice in `Your salvation.
2“No one is holy like the LORD, For there is `none besides You,/ Nor is there any `rock like our 
God.
3“Talk no more so `very proudly;/ Let no arrogance `come from your mouth,
For the LORD is the `God of knowledge;/ And by Him `actions are weighed.
4“The bows of the mighty `men are broken,/ And those who stumbled are `girded with strength.
6“The LORD kills `and makes alive;/ He brings down to the grave `and brings up.
7The LORD makes `poor and makes rich;/ He brings `low and lifts up.
8He raises the `poor from the dust/ And lifts the beggar `from the ash heap,
To set them `among princes/ And make them inherit the `throne of glory.
For the pillars of the `earth are the LORD’s,/ And He has set the `world upon them.
9He will guard the feet of His saints, But the wicked shall be si`lent in darkness./ For by strength 
no `man shall prevail.
10The adversaries of the LORD shall be brok`en in pieces;/ From heaven He will thun`der against 
them.
The LORD will judge the `ends of the earth./ He will give strength to His king, And exalt the horn
of `His anointed.”

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
You will show me `the path of life;/ In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are 
pleasures `forevermore.

Second Lection: St. Mark 1:1-13

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-19&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-16d


The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in [a]the Prophets:
“Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
Who will prepare Your way before You.”
3 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the LORD;
Make His paths straight.’ ”
4 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance [b]for the 
remission of sins. 5 Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and 
were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.
6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “There comes One after me who is mightier 
than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose. 8 I indeed baptized you with
water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9 It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 10 And immediately, coming up [c]from the water, He saw the 
heavens [d]parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove. 11 Then a voice came from 
heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
12 Immediately the Spirit [e]drove Him into the wilderness. 13 And He was there in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered 
to Him.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Hymn: LSB 418, O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days
O Lord, throughout these forty days 
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin, 
And free us from our past.

You strove with Satan, and You won; 
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 
In God’s eternal Word.

Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 
And fixed Your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves, 
Since we have known God’s love.

Be with us through this season, Lord, 
and all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns, 
We join in heaven’s praise. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A1-13&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24228e
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Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Morning Canticle: The Benedictus
Antiphon
Behold, now is the accepted time: Behold, now is the day of salvation.

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Antiphon
Behold, now is the accepted time: Behold, now is the day of salvation.

Kyrie, Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ Creed
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father…

I believe in God the Father Almighty...



Prayers
For Ash Wednesday
Almighty and everlasting God, You hate nothing that You have made and You forgive the sins of 
all those who are penitent; create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily 
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of You, the God of all 
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ Your Son, our Lord, Who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

For Personal and Communal Repentance
Almighty God, justly are You offended by our sins against Your holiness and majesty. We bow 
before You on this Ash Wednesday – this day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer – in repentance. 
May we offer unto You the sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart, which You will not despise. O
oru God! We are ashamed, and we blush to lift up our faces to You; for our iniquities have 
increased over our heads, and our trespasses have gone up into the heavens. We confess that we 
are by nature children of wrath just as all people are, and that we are under the curse of a broken 
law. We have wickedly said, Depart from us, for we desire not the knowledge of Your ways. We 
have hated and despised the corrections of Your Word and disregarded Your warnings and 
instructions. We have abused Your goodness and slighted Your mercies. You have nourished and 
brought us up as children, but we have rebelled against You. Through the Lord’s mercies we are 
not consumed, because Your compassions fail not. Look down, O God, in mercy upon us 
miserable sinners and pardon us through the mediation of Christ our Savior. Blot out all our 
transgressions, and be at peace with us. Wash us, and we shall be clean; purify us, and we shall 
be whiter than snow. Help us to keep this day of repentance and to rend our hearts, and turn unto 
the Lord our God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and He 
relents from doing harm. We acknowledge, O Lord, that iniquity is great in the land and that the 
godly love of many grows cold. We lament the profaning of Your holy Name and the disregard of
Your holy days; the disregard of Your authority, the disobedience of Your sacred laws, and that so
many do not live in Your holy fear or offer worship and prayer to You. We beseech You, pour 
upon Your people a spirit of reform. Let the wickedness of the wicked come to an end, but 
establish the just. May temperance, sobriety and discipline, thrift and good habits prevail. Behold
Your people kneeling at the throne of grace and hear their prayers, whether offered in the 
sanctuary, the family, or in private. Spare Your people, O Lord, and do not give Your heritage to 
reproach. We deserve all Your rebukes and chastisements. Return, O Lord, how long? Oh satisfy 
us early with Your mercy. Save us from the ravages of tempests and earthquakes, fire and water, 
persecution and the sword. Continue to the health and happiness of Your people. Bless the people
of our nation, our state, and our community. May we remember that righteousness exalts a 
nation, but sin is a reproach to any people. Graciously regard the President of the United States, 
His officials and all in subordinate authority. Give them that wisdom from above, and is pure and
peaceable and full of truth. Inspire them to promote what is to Your glory and in the highest 
interest of this people. Bless the Governor of this state, and the legislative, judicial, and 
executive branches of the government. Smile mercifully upon all pastors and other servants of 
Your Church. May they not avoid declaring the entire doctrine of God, whether people will listen
and believe or not. May all our colleges and schools of learning be nurseries of useful knowledge
and of piety. Bless all the institutions of the Church and all secular institutions that care for the 
needs of mankind. Have compassion on the circumstances of all people, and fill the earth with 
Your glory. Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,



according to the power that works in us, unto Him be glory in the church, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior. Amen.   

Collect for the Morning
O everlasting Jesus, who in the early morning gave Yourself to be reviled and scoffed at by Your 
enemies, visit us at this hour, we pray, with Your grace and mercy that throughout the day we 
may find peace and joy in all that serves to Your praise and glory, You who live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


