
LENTEN VESPERS 1
ADVANCING ON THE PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

March 9 & 10, 2022

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O Gracious Father, Your dearly beloved Son has taught us that 
whoever will be His disciple must take up his cross and follow Him: Help us so to follow our 
Lord through these days in which we commemorate His bitter sufferings and passion that as 
He, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the shame and Cross, so we may learn of 
Him, by His grace, to be faithful in all things; through the Same, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 



The Office of Vespers
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 120

Hymn of Invocation: 287, Jesus, I Will Ponder Now
C: Jesus, I will ponder now On Thy holy Passion;

With Thy Spirit me endow For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish
Of Thy suff’ring, pain, and death That I may not perish.

Make me see Thy great distress, Anguish, and affliction,
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness And Thy crucifixion;
Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails, did wound Thee,
How for man Thou diedst, O God, Who with thorns had crowned Thee.

Yet, O Lord, not thus alone Make me see Thy Passion,
But its cause to me make known And its termination.
Ah! I also and my sin Wrought Thy deep affliction;
This indeed the cause hath been Of Thy crucifixion.

Grant that I Thy Passion view With repentant grieving,
Nor Thee crucify anew By unholy living.
How could I refuse to shun Ev’ry sinful pleasure
Since for me God’s only Son Suffered without measure?

If my sins give me alarm And my conscience grieve me,
Let Thy cross my fear disarm; Peace of conscience give me.
Grant that I may trust in Thee And Thy holy Passion;
If His Son so loveth me, God must have compassion.

Grant that I may willingly Bear with Thee my crosses,
Learning humbleness of Thee, Peace mid pain and losses.
May I give Thee love for love! Hear me, O my Savior,
That I may in heav’n above Sing Thy praise forever.



Versicles: pp. 120 (All Alleluias are omitted during Lent)
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

P: Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Psalm 91           Tone 3

-v7cYcc]cjchcgcfc]v]ccTcc]cscfcdcsc}
Antiphon: He who dwells in the secret place `of the Most High/ Shall abide under the shadow 
of `the Almighty.
Psalm: 2I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge `and my fortress;/ My God, in `Him I will 
trust.”
3Surely He shall deliver you from the snare `of the fowler/ And from the peri`lous 
pestilence.
4He shall cover you with His feathers, And under His wings you `shall take refuge;/ His truth 
shall be your `shield and buckler.
5You shall not be afraid of the `terror by night,/ Nor of the arrow `that flies by day,
6Nor of the pestilence that `walks in darkness,/ Nor of the destruction that lays `waste at 
noonday.
7A thousand may `fall at your side,/ And ten thousand at your right hand; But it shall 
`not come near you.
8Only with your `eyes shall you look,/ And see the reward `of the wicked.
9Because you have made the LORD, who `is my refuge,/ Even the Most High, `your 
dwelling place,
10No evil `shall befall you,/ Nor shall any plague come `near your dwelling;
11For He shall give His angels `charge over you,/ To keep you `in all your ways.
12In their hands they `shall bear you up,/ Lest you dash your foot `against a stone.
13You shall tread upon the lion `and the cobra,/ The young lion and the serpent you shall 
tram`ple underfoot.
14“Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will `deliver him;/ I will set him on high, 
because he `has known My name.
15He shall call upon Me, and I `will answer him;/ I will be with him in trouble; I will 
deliver him `and honor him.
16With long life I will `satisfy him,/ And show him `My salvation.”



Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon: He who dwells in the secret place `of the Most High/ Shall abide under the shadow 
of `the Almighty.

First Lesson: Romans 7:7-10
P: What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the contrary, I would not have 
known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law 
had said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced 
in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. I was alive once without 
the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. And the commandment, 
which was to bring life, I found to bring death.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

The History of the Passion & Death of Our Lord Jesus Christ: St. Mark 14:1-31 
P: After two days it was the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief 
priests and the scribes sought how they might take [Jesus] by trickery and put Him to death. 
But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar of the people.” And being in 
Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came having an 
alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask and poured it on His 
head. But there were some who were indignant among themselves, and said, “Why was this 
fragrant oil wasted? For it might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and 
given to the poor.” And they criticized her sharply. But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do 
you trouble her? She has done a good work for Me. For you have the poor with you always, 
and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always. She has done
what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. Assuredly, I say to 
you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also
be told as a memorial to her.” Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests 
to betray Him to them. And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him 
money. So he sought how he might conveniently betray Him. Now on the first day of 
Unleavened Bread, when they killed the Passover lamb, His disciples said to Him, “Where do 
You want us to go and prepare, that You may eat the Passover?” And He sent out two of His 
disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of 
water; follow him. Wherever he goes in, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, 
“Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?”’ Then he will 
show you a large upper room, furnished and prepared; there make ready for us.” So His 
disciples went out, and came into the city, and found it just as He had said to them; and they 



prepared the Passover. In the evening He came with the twelve. Now as they sat and ate, Jesus
said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you who eats with Me will betray Me.” And they began 
to be sorrowful, and to say to Him one by one, “Is it I?” And another said, “Is it I?” He 
answered and said to them, “It is one of the twelve, who dips with Me in the dish. The Son of 
Man indeed goes just as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had never been born.” And as they were 
eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them and said, “Take, eat; this is 
My body.” Then He took the cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, and they
all drank from it. And He said to them, “This is My blood of the New Covenant, which is shed
for many. Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” And when they had sung a hymn, they went out 
to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble because 
of Me this night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 

But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to Him, “Even if all 
are made to stumble, yet I will not be.” Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you that today, 
even this night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” But he spoke 
more vehemently, “If I have to die with You, I will not deny You!” And they all said likewise.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Hymn: 291, Lord Jesus Christ, My Life, My Light, sts. 1-7
C: Lord Jesus Christ, my Life, my Light,

My Strength by day, my Trust by night,
On earth I’m but a passing guest
And sorely by my sins oppressed.

Far off I see my fatherland,
Where through Thy blood I hope to stand.
But ere I reach that Paradise
A weary way before me lies.

My heart sinks at the journey’s length,
My wasted flesh has little strength;
My soul alone still cries in me:
“Lord, take me home, take me to Thee!”

O let Thy suff’rings give me pow’r
To meet the last and darkest hour!



Thy blood refresh and comfort me;
Thy bonds and fetters make me free.

The blows and stripes that fell on Thee
Heal up the wounds of sin in me;
Thy crown of thorns, Thy foes’ made spite,
Let be my glory and delight.

That thirst and bitter draught of Thine
Cause me to bear with patience mine;
Thy piercing cry uphold my soul
When floods of anguish o’er me roll!

Thy Spirit cry within me still
When here my lips grow white and chill,
And help my soul Thy heav’n to find
When these poor eyes grow dark and blind!

Sermon: The Doctrine of Life Brings Death

Hymn: 291, Lord Jesus Christ, My Life, My Light, sts. 8-14
C: Thy dying words let be my light

When death approaches as dark night;
Defend me in my dying breath
When then I bow my head in death.

Thy cross let be my staff in life,
Thy holy grave my rest from strife;
The winding sheet that covered Thee,
O let it be a shroud for me.

Lord, in Thy nail prints let me read
That Thou to save me hast decreed
And grant that in Thine opened side
My troubled soul may ever hide.

Since Thou hast died, the Pure, the Just,
I take my homeward way in trust.
The gates of heav’n, Lord, open wide



When here I may no more abide.

And when the last Great Day shall come
And Thou, our Judge, shalt speak the doom,
Let me with joy behold the light
And set me then upon Thy right.

Renew this wasted flesh of mine
That like the sun it there may shine
Among the angels pure and bright,
Yea, like Thyself in glorious light.

Ah, then shall I most joyful be
And with the angels sing to Thee
And with Thy blessed, chosen fold
Fore’er Thy gracious face behold.

Evening Versicle & Magnificat: pp. 122-123
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: My soul magnifies the Lord: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For He has regarded: the low estate of His handmaiden:
For, behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For He that is mighty has done to me great things: and holy is His name.
And His mercy is on those that fear Him: from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with His arm: He has scattered the proud in the imagination of 

their hearts.
He has put down the mighty from their seats: and exalted those of low degree.
He has filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy: as He spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Litany & Lord’s Prayer: pp. 137-138 
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.



Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

O God the Father in heaven,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter,
Have mercy upon us.

Be gracious unto us.
Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious unto us.
Help us, good Lord.

From all sin;
From all error;
From all evil;

Good Lord, deliver us.

From the temptations and assaults of the devil;
From sudden and evil death;
From disease and famine;
From war and bloodshed;
From sedition and rebellion;
From storms and natural disaster;
From all calamity by fire and water;
And from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.



By the mystery of Your holy Incarnation;
By Your holy Nativity;
By Your Baptism, Fasting and Temptation;
By Your Agony and Bloody Sweat;
By Your Cross and Passion;
By Your precious Death and Burial;
By Your glorious Resurrection and Ascension;
And by the coming of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation;
In all time of our prosperity;
In the hour of death;
And in the Day of Judgment;

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners do beseech You;
To hear us, O Lord God.

And to lead and govern Your holy Christian church in the right way;
To preserve all pastors and servants of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding

of Your Word, and in holiness of life;
To put an end to all godless teaching and causes of offense;
To bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived.
To beat down Satan under our feet;
To send faithful laborers into Your harvest;
To accompany Your Word with Your Spirit and grace;
To raise up those who fall, and to strengthen those who stand;
And to comfort and help the faint-hearted and distressed:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all nations peace and concord;
To preserve our country from discord and contention;
To direct and defend our government, and all in authority;
And to bless and keep all who administer justice, and all our people: 

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To behold and sustain all who are in danger, necessity and tribulation;
To protect all who travel; To preserve all women in the perils of childbirth;



To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children;
To set free all who are innocently imprisoned;
To defend and provide for all fatherless children and widows; 
And to have mercy on all people: 

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts;
To give and preserve to our use the fruits of the earth;
And graciously to hear our prayers:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God;
We beseech You to hear us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Grant us Your peace.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father...



Collects
For Lent
P: Merciful and everlasting God, who did not spare Your only Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all that He might bear our sins upon the cross, grant that our hearts may be so fixed with 
steadfast faith in Him that we may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

For Peace
P: O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works proceed, give 
Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments, and also that we, being defended by Ayour from the fear of our enemies, may
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

For the Evening
P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 
with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the 
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with us
and with all the faithful through time and eternity; You who live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 127
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 283, Glory Be to Jesus
C: Glory be to Jesus, Who in bitter pains

Poured for me the lifeblood From His sacred veins.

Grace and life eternal In that blood I find;
Blest be His compassion, Infinitely kind.



Blest through endless ages Be the precious stream
Which from endless torments Did the world redeem.

Abel’s blood for vengeance Pleaded to the skies;
But the blood of Jesus For our pardon cries.

Oft as earth exulting Wafts its praise on high,
Angel hosts rejoicing Make their glad reply.

Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the might flood;
Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood!
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