
LENTEN VESPERS 2
ADVANCING ON THE PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

March 16 & 17, 2022

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O Gracious Father, Your dearly beloved Son has taught us that 
whoever will be His disciple must take up his cross and follow Him: Help us so to follow our 
Lord through these days in which we commemorate His bitter sufferings and passion that as 
He, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the shame and Cross, so we may learn of 
Him, by His grace, to be faithful in all things; through the Same, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 



The Office of Vespers
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 120

Hymn of Invocation: 284, Go to Dark Gethsemane
C: Go to dark Gethsemane, Ye that feel the tempter’s pow’r;

Your Redeemer’s conflict see. Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away; Learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

Follow to the judgment hall; View the Lord of life arraigned.
O the wormwood and the gall! O the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; Learn of Him to bear the cross.

Calv’ry’s mournful mountain claim; There, adoring at His feet,
Mark the miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear Him cry; Learn of Jesus Christ to die.

Early hasten to the tomb Where they laid His breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom, Who hath taken Him away?
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise.

Versicles: pp. 120 (All Alleluias are omitted during Lent)
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

P: Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Psalm 25           Tone 3
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Antiphon: The secret of the LORD is with `those who fear Him,/ And He will show them `His 
covenant.
Psalm: To `You, O LORD,/ I `lift up my soul.
2O my God, I trust in You; Let me `not be ashamed;/ Let not my enemies tri`umph over 
me.



3Indeed, let no one who waits on `You be ashamed;/ Let those be ashamed who deal 
treacherous`ly without cause.
4Show me `Your ways, O LORD;/ Teach `me Your paths.
5Lead me in Your `truth and teach me,/ For You are the God of my salvation; On You I `wait 
all the day.
6Remember, O LORD, Your tender mercies and Your lov`ingkindnesses,/ For they `are 
from of old.
7Do not remember the `sins of my youth,/ nor `my transgressions;
According to Your mercy `remember me,/ For Your good`ness’ sake, O LORD.
8Good and up`right is the LORD;/ Therefore He teaches sin`ners in the way.
9The humble He `guides in justice,/ And the humble He `teaches His way.
10All the paths of the LORD are `mercy and truth,/ To such as keep His covenant and His 
`testimonies.
11For Your `name’s sake, O LORD,/ Pardon my iniquity, `for it is great.
12Who is the man `that fears the LORD?/ Him shall He teach in the `way He chooses.
13He himself shall dwell in `prosperity,/ And his descendants shall in`herit the earth.
14The secret of the LORD is with `those who fear Him,/ And He will show them `His covenant.
15My eyes are ev`er toward the LORD,/ For He shall pluck my feet `out of the net.
16Turn Yourself to me, and have `mercy on me,/ For I am desolate `and afflicted.
17The troubles of my `heart have enlarged;/ Bring me out of `my distresses!
18Look on my afflict`tion and my pain,/ And for`give all my sins.
19Consider my enemies, for `they are many;/ And they hate me with `cruel hatred.
20Keep my soul, and `deliver me;/ Let me not be ashamed, for I put `my trust in You.
21Let integrity and uprightness `preserve me,/ For `I wait for You.
22Redeem Is`rael, O God,/ Out of `all their troubles!
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon: The secret of the LORD is with `those who fear Him,/ And He will show them `His 
covenant.

First Lesson: Romans 10:1-10
Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. For I bear 
them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For they being 
ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes. For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The 
man who does those things shall live by them.” But the righteousness of faith speaks in this 
way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 
down from above) or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from 



the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that
is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the 
heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

The History of the Passion & Death of Our Lord Jesus Christ: St. Mark 14:32-72 
they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, “Sit here 
while I pray.” And He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be troubled 
and deeply distressed. Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to 
death. Stay here and watch.” He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if
it were possible, the hour might pass from Him. And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are 
possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You 
will.” Then He came and found them sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping? 
Could you not watch one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Again He went away and prayed, and spoke the same
words. And when He returned, He found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy; and 
they did not know what to answer Him. Then He came the third time and said to them, “Are 
you still sleeping and resting? It is enough! The hour has come; behold, the Son of Man is 
being betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand.” 
And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great 
multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 
Now His betrayer had given them a signal, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize 
Him and lead Him away safely.” As soon as he had come, immediately he went up to Him 
and said to Him, “Rabbi, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. Then they laid their hands on Him and took
Him. And one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, 
and cut off his ear. Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Have you come out, as against a 
robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and 
you did not seize Me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” Then they all forsook Him and 
fled. Now a certain young man followed Him, having a linen cloth thrown around his naked 
body. And the young men laid hold of him, and he left the linen cloth and fled from them 
naked. And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief 
priests, the elders, and the scribes. But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the 
courtyard of the high priest. And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire. Now
the chief priests and all the council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but 
found none. For many bore false witness against Him, but their testimonies did not agree. 
Then some rose up and bore false witness against Him, saying, “We heard Him say, ‘I will 



destroy this temple made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without 
hands.’” But not even then did their testimony agree. And the high priest stood up in the midst
and asked Jesus, saying, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” 
But He kept silent and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, 
“Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” Jesus said, “I am. And you will see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” Then the 
high priest tore his clothes and said, “What further need do we have of witnesses? You have 
heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” And they all condemned Him to be deserving of 
death. Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to 
Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands.  Now as Peter 
was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came. And when she 
saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with Jesus of 
Nazareth.” But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you are saying.” 
And he went out on the porch, and a rooster crowed. And the servant girl saw him again, and 
began to say to those who stood by, “This is one of them.” But he denied it again. And a little 
later those who stood by said to Peter again, “Surely you are one of them; for you are a 
Galilean, and your speech shows it.” Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know this 
Man of whom you speak!” A second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to mind the 
word that Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three 
times.” And when he thought about it, he wept.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Hymn: 295, Over Kedron Jesus Treadeth, sts. 1-4
C: Over Kedron Jesus treadeth To His passion for us all;

Ev’ry human eye be weeping, Tears of bitter grief let fall!
Round His spirit flock the foes, Place their shafts and bend their bows,
Aiming at the Savior solely, While the world forsakes Him wholly.

David once, with heart afflicted, Crossed the Kedron’s narrow strand,
Clouds of gloom and grief about him When an exile from his land.
But, O Jesus, blacker now Bends the cloud above Thy brow,
Hasting to death’s dreary portals For the shame and sin of mortals.

Enter now the restful garden As a peaceful quiet space,
Sorrow soon begins to darken, Follow Thee in ev’ry place!
Come now, Adam, come and see Enter blest Gethsemane!
See the Lord of heaven shaking Hellish anguish for us taking.



See how, anguish struck, He falleth Prostrate and with struggling breath,
Three times on His God He calleth, Praying that the bitter death
And the cup of doom may go, Still He cries, in all His woe:
“Not My will, but Thine, O Father!” And the angels round Him gather.

Sermon: The Damnable Paradox that Saves

Hymn: 295, Over Kedron Jesus Treadeth, sts. 5-8
C: See how, in that hour of darkness, Battling with the evil pow’r,

Agonies untold assail Him, On His soul the arrows show’r;
All the garden flow’rs are wet With the drops of bloody sweat,
From His anguished frame distilling – World’s redemption thus fulfilling!

But, O flow’rs, so sadly watered By this pure and precious dew,
In some blessed hour your blossoms ’Neath the olive-shadows grew!
Eden’s garden did not bear Aught that can with you compare,
For the blood, thus freely given, Makes my soul the heir of heaven.

When as flow’rs themselves I wither, When I drood and fade like grass,
When the life-streams through my pulses Dull and ever duller pass,
When at last they cease to roll Then, to cheer my singing soul,
Grace of Jesus, be Thou given – Source of triumph! Pledge of heaven!

Daily I am gladly yearning E’er to go to Kedron’s stream
And from earthly pleasure turning In a penitential theme!
Daily in Gethsemane With my spirit I shall see
Jesus’ bleeding and His sighing For my soul is all His dying.

Evening Versicle & Magnificat: pp. 122-123
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: My soul magnifies the Lord: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For He has regarded: the low estate of His handmaiden:
For, behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For He that is mighty has done to me great things: and holy is His name.
And His mercy is on those that fear Him: from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with His arm: He has scattered the proud in the imagination of 

their hearts.



He has put down the mighty from their seats: and exalted those of low degree.
He has filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy: as He spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Litany & Lord’s Prayer: pp. 137-138 
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

O God the Father in heaven,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter,
Have mercy upon us.

Be gracious unto us.
Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious unto us.
Help us, good Lord.

From all sin;
From all error;
From all evil;

Good Lord, deliver us.



From the temptations and assaults of the devil;
From sudden and evil death;
From disease and famine;
From war and bloodshed;
From sedition and rebellion;
From storms and natural disaster;
From all calamity by fire and water;
And from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy Incarnation;
By Your holy Nativity;
By Your Baptism, Fasting and Temptation;
By Your Agony and Bloody Sweat;
By Your Cross and Passion;
By Your precious Death and Burial;
By Your glorious Resurrection and Ascension;
And by the coming of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation;
In all time of our prosperity;
In the hour of death;
And in the Day of Judgment;

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners do beseech You;
To hear us, O Lord God.

And to lead and govern Your holy Christian church in the right way;
To preserve all pastors and servants of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding

of Your Word, and in holiness of life;
To put an end to all godless teaching and causes of offense;
To bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived.
To beat down Satan under our feet;
To send faithful laborers into Your harvest;
To accompany Your Word with Your Spirit and grace;
To raise up those who fall, and to strengthen those who stand;



And to comfort and help the faint-hearted and distressed:
We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all nations peace and concord;
To preserve our country from discord and contention;
To direct and defend our government, and all in authority;
And to bless and keep all who administer justice, and all our people: 

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To behold and sustain all who are in danger, necessity and tribulation;
To protect all who travel; To preserve all women in the perils of childbirth;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children;
To set free all who are innocently imprisoned;
To defend and provide for all fatherless children and widows; 
And to have mercy on all people: 

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts;
To give and preserve to our use the fruits of the earth;
And graciously to hear our prayers:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God;
We beseech You to hear us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Grant us Your peace.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father...

Collects
For Lent
P: Merciful and everlasting God, who did not spare Your only Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all that He might bear our sins upon the cross, grant that our hearts may be so fixed with 
steadfast faith in Him that we may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

For Peace
P: O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works proceed, give 
Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments, and also that we, being defended by Ayour from the fear of our enemies, may
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

For the Evening
P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 
with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the 
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with us
and with all the faithful through time and eternity; You who live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 127
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.



Dismissal Hymn: 293, O What Precious Balm and Healing
C: O what precious balm and healing, Jesus in Thy wounds I find!

Ev’ry hour that I am feeling Pains of body and of mind:
Should some evil thought rush in, And provoke my soul to sin,
Thoughts of Thy deep wounds from sinning Keep me in its first beginning.

Should some lust or sharp temptation Prove too strong for flesh and blood,
Lo! I think upon Thy Passion, And the breach is soon made good:
Or should Satan press me hard, Thinking I am off my guard,
Christ, I say, for me was wounded, And the tempter flees confounded.

If the world my heart entices On the broad and easy road,
And doth by its gay devices Silence ev’ry thought of God,
When the heavy load I see Which, dear Lord, was laid on Thee,
I can still each wild emotion, Calm and blest in my devotion.

Lord, whate’er may pain or grieve me, Thy dear wounds can make me whole;
When my heart sinks, they revive me, Life pours in upon my soul:
May Thy comfort render sweet Ev’ry bitter cup I meet;
Thou who by Thy death and Passion Hast procured my soul’s salvation.

Lord, on Thee alone I stay me, Safely hide beneath Thy wing;
Death can neither hurt nor slay me, Thy death took away his sting:
That I may in Thee have part, Comfort, strengthen, heal my heart;
Light, and life, and love bestowing, All from Thy free mercy flowing.

Well of life, if Thou art nigh me, Springing deep within my heart,
When the last dread hour shall try me, I can feel no inward smart:
If I hide myself in Thee, Not a foe can injure me;
He shall overcome who hideth In Thy wounds, and there abideth.
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