
LENTEN VESPERS 3
ADVANCING ON THE PATH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

March 30 & 31, 2022

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: We thank You, our God and Father, that You have drawn us to Your 
Son, Jesus Christ. By the memory of His Cross & Passion sustain us in our trials; comfort us 
in our sorrows; and strengthen us against temptation. Grant that it may be to us a continuing 
promise of the forgiveness of our sins and an eternal life of righteousness with You; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one true God, now and forever. Amen. 



The Office of Vespers
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 120

Hymn of Invocation: 285, Jesus Christ, Our Lord Most Holy
C: Jesus Christ, our Lord most holy, 

Lamb of God so pure and lowly,
Blameless, blameless, on the cross art offered,
Sinless, sinless, for our sins hast suffered.

Weep now, all ye wretched creatures,
As ye view His gracious features.
Jesus, Jesus, on the cross is dying,
Nature, nature, in dark gloom is sighing.

Christ, His last word having spoken,
Bows His head as life is broken.
Mournful, mournful, stands His mother weeping,
Loved ones, loved ones, silent watch are keeping.

The great veil was torn asunder,
Earth did quake mid roars of thunder,
Boulders, boulders, into bits were breaking;
Sainted, sainted dead from death were waking.

As His side with spear was riven,
Blood and water forth were given.
Jesus, Jesus, sinners’ only Savior.
Mercy, mercy, grant to us forever.

Versicles: pp. 120 (All Alleluias are omitted during Lent)
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

P: Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.



Psalm 56           Tone 3

-v7cYcc]cjchcgcfc]v]ccTcc]cscfcdcsc} 
Antiphon: In God I have put my trust; I will `not be afraid./ What can `man do to me?
Psalm: Be merciful to me, O God, for man would `swallow me up;/ Fighting all day he 
`oppresses me.
2My enemies would `hound me all day,/ For there are many who fight against `me, O 
Most High.
3Whenever `I am afraid,/ I `will trust in You.
4In God (I `will praise His word),/ In God I `have put my trust;
I `will not fear./ What can `flesh do to me?
5All day `they twist my words;/ All their thoughts are against `me for evil.
6They gather together, They hide, `they mark my steps,/ When they lie in `wait for my life.
7Shall they escape by `iniquity?/ In anger cast down the `peoples, O God!
8You number my wanderings; Put my tears in`to Your bottle;/ Are they `not in Your book?
9When I cry out to You, Then my ene`mies will turn back;/ This I know, because `God is 
for me.
10In God (I `will praise His word),/ In the LORD (I `will praise His word),
11In God I have put my trust; I will `not be afraid./ What can `man do to me?
12Vows made to You are binding up`on me, O God;/ I will render `praises to You,
13For You have delivered `my soul from death./ Have You not kept my `feet from falling,
That I may `walk before God/ In the light `of the living?
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ And to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ And ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon: In God I have put my trust; I will `not be afraid./ What can `man do to me?

First Lesson: Galatians 2:16-21 
P: [We know] that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. “But if, while we 
seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a 
minister of sin? Certainly not! For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make 
myself a transgressor. For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. I have 
been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for 
me. I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then 
Christ died in vain.”



P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord!

The History of the Passion & Death of Our Lord Jesus Christ: St. Mark 15:1-20 
P: Immediately, in the morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council; and they bound Jesus, led Him away, and delivered Him to 
Pilate. Then Pilate asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He answered and said to him,
“It is as you say.” And the chief priests accused Him of many things, but He answered 
nothing. Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, “Do You answer nothing? See how many 
things they testify against You!” But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled. 
Now at the feast he was accustomed to releasing one prisoner to them, whomever they 
requested. And there was one named Barabbas, who was chained with his fellow rebels; they 
had committed murder in the rebellion. Then the multitude, crying aloud, began to ask him to 
do just as he had always done for them. But Pilate answered them, saying, “Do you want me 
to release to you the King of the Jews?” For he knew that the chief priests had handed Him 
over because of envy. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd, so that he should rather 
release Barabbas to them. Pilate answered and said to them again, “What then do you want 
me to do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?” So they cried out again, “Crucify 
Him!” Then Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they cried out all the 
more, “Crucify Him!” So Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and
he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to be crucified. Then the soldiers led Him 
away into the hall called Praetorium, and they called together the whole garrison. And they 
clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and began to 
salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” Then they struck Him on the head with a reed and spat 
on Him; and bowing the knee, they worshiped Him. And when they had mocked Him, they 
took the purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Hymn: 292, O Dearest Jesus, sts. 1-5,15
C: O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken

That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken?
Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession –
What dark transgression?

They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee;
With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee;
They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee;



They crucify Thee.

Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish?
It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish;
Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit,
This I do merit.

What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd does for sheep that loved to wander;
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him,
Who would not know Him.

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;
The sinful child of man may live in gladness;
Man forfeited his life and is acquitted –
God is committed.

And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven
To me the crown of joy at last is given,
Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee,
I, too, shall praise Thee.

Sermon: Getting Righteousness By Doing Nothing

Hymn: 333, Christ, the Life of All the Living
C: Christ, the Life of all the living, Christ the Death of death, our foe,

Who, Thyself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe –
Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit I eternal life inherit:
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou, ah, Thou hast taken on Thee Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod;
Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, O Thou sinless Son of God!
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver From the bonds of sin forever.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast borne the smitting only That my wounds might all be whole;
Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, Rest to give my weary soul;
Yea, the curse of God enduring Blessing unto me securing.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.



Hearless scoffers did surround Thee, Treating Thee with shameful scorn,
And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast born
That as Thine Thou mightest own me And with heav’nly glory crown me.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee That from pain I might be free;
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee – Thence I gain security;
Comfortless Thy soul did languish Me to comfort in my anguish.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Thou hast suffered great affliction And hast borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me;
Thou didst choose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, Dearest Jesus, unto Thee.

Then, for all that wrought my pardon, For Thy sorrows deep and sore,
For Thine anguish in the Garden, I will thank Thee evermore,
Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, For Thy bleeding and Thy dying,
For that last triumphant cry, And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.

Evening Versicle & Magnificat: pp. 122-123
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: My soul magnifies the Lord: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For He has regarded: the low estate of His handmaiden:
For, behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For He that is mighty has done to me great things: and holy is His name.
And His mercy is on those that fear Him: from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with His arm: He has scattered the proud in the imagination of 

their hearts.
He has put down the mighty from their seats: and exalted those of low degree.
He has filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy: as He spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.



Litany & Lord’s Prayer: pp. 137-138 
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

O God the Father in heaven,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter,
Have mercy upon us.

Be gracious unto us.
Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious unto us.
Help us, good Lord.

From all sin;
From all error;
From all evil;

Good Lord, deliver us.

From the temptations and assaults of the devil;
From sudden and evil death;
From disease and famine;
From war and bloodshed;
From sedition and rebellion;
From storms and natural disaster;



From all calamity by fire and water;
And from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy Incarnation;
By Your holy Nativity;
By Your Baptism, Fasting and Temptation;
By Your Agony and Bloody Sweat;
By Your Cross and Passion;
By Your precious Death and Burial;
By Your glorious Resurrection and Ascension;
And by the coming of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation;
In all time of our prosperity;
In the hour of death;
And in the Day of Judgment;

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners do beseech You;
To hear us, O Lord God.

And to lead and govern Your holy Christian church in the right way;
To preserve all pastors and servants of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding

of Your Word, and in holiness of life;
To put an end to all godless teaching and causes of offense;
To bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived.
To beat down Satan under our feet;
To send faithful laborers into Your harvest;
To accompany Your Word with Your Spirit and grace;
To raise up those who fall, and to strengthen those who stand;
And to comfort and help the faint-hearted and distressed:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all nations peace and concord;
To preserve our country from discord and contention;
To direct and defend our government, and all in authority;
And to bless and keep all who administer justice, and all our people: 



We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To behold and sustain all who are in danger, necessity and tribulation;
To protect all who travel; To preserve all women in the perils of childbirth;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children;
To set free all who are innocently imprisoned;
To defend and provide for all fatherless children and widows; 
And to have mercy on all people: 

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts;
To give and preserve to our use the fruits of the earth;
And graciously to hear our prayers:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God;
We beseech You to hear us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Grant us Your peace.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Our Father...

Collects
For Lent
P: Merciful and everlasting God, who did not spare Your only Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all that He might bear our sins upon the cross, grant that our hearts may be so fixed with 
steadfast faith in Him that we may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.

For Peace
P: O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works proceed, give 
Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments, and also that we, being defended by You from the fear of our enemies, may 
pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

For the Evening
P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 
with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the 
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with us
and with all the faithful through time and eternity; You who live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 127
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 305, Not All the Blood of Beasts
C: Not all the blood of beasts

On ancient altars slain
Could give the guilty conscience peace
Or wash away the stain.



But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away;
A sacrifice of nobler name
And richer blood than they.

My faith would lay its hand
On that dear head of Thine
While like a penitent I stand
And there confess my sin.

My soul looks back to see
The burden Thou didst bear,
When hanging on the cursed tree,
And knows its guilt was there.

Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove;
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice
And sing His bleeding love.
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