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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS –  welcome to our Divine Service! If we can 
assist you in any way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, 
understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that
the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You that of Your 
indescribable grace, for the sake of Your Son, You have given us the holy Gospel, and have 
instituted the holy Sacraments, that through these we may have comfort and forgiveness of 
sin: We beseech You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily believe Your Word; and 
through the holy Sacraments day by day establish our faith, until we at last obtain eternal 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

APRIL 24, 2022 † 11:00 A. M.



The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: 347, Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain
C: Come, ye faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!

God hath brought His Israel Into joy from sadness.
Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters,
Led them with unmoistened foot Through the Red Sea waters.

’Tis the spring of souls today: Christ hath burst His prison,
And from three days’ sleep in death as a sun hath risen;
all the winter of our sins, Long and dark, is flying
From His light, to whom we give Laud and praise undying.

Now the queen of seasons, bright With the day of splendor,
With the royal feast of feasts, Comes its joy to render;
Comes to glad Jerusalem, Who with true affection
Welcomes in unwearied strains Jesus’ resurrection.

Neither might the gates of death, Nor the tomb’s dark portal,
Nor the watchers, nor the seal, Hold thee as a mortal;
But today amidst Thine own Thou didst stand, bestowing
That Thy peace which evermore Passeth human knowing.

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you!

C: Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
Introit Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}   

Antiphon (Pastor) As newborn babes, `Alleluia!:/ Desire the pure milk of the Word. Alleluia! 
`Alleluia!
Psalm (All) Sing aloud `to God our strength:/ make a joyful shout to the `God of Jacob.
You called in trouble, and I `delivered you:/ I answered you in the secret `place of thunder.
I am `the Lord your God:/ who brought you out of the `land of Egypt; 
Open your mouth wide, and `I will fill it:/ With honey from the rock I would have 
`satisfied you.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) As newborn babes, `Alleluia!:/ Desire the pure milk of the Word. Alleluia! 
`Alleluia!

The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Collect for the Day
P: Grant, we beseech You, almighty God, that we who have celebrated the solemnities of the 
Lord’s resurrection may, by the help of Your grace, bring forth the fruits thereof in our life and
conduct; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reignes with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Collect for the Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist (April 25)
P: O almighty God, You have enriched Your Church with the precious Gospel written by Your
Evangelist Saint Mark: Give us grace that we may firmly believe Your glad tidings of 
salvation and daily walk as it befits the Gospel of Christ; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Ezekiel 37:1-14
P: In those days Ezekiel prophesied: The hand of the LORD came upon me and brought me 
out in the Spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of 
bones.  Then He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in 
the open valley; and indeed they were very dry.  And He said to me, "Son of man, can these 
bones live?" So I answered, "O Lord GOD, You know."  Again He said to me, "Prophesy to 
these bones, and say to them, 'O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 'Thus says the Lord 
GOD to these bones: "Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live.  "I will 
put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and 
you shall live. Then you shall know that I am the LORD." ' "  So I prophesied as I was 
commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and the bones 
came together, bone to bone.  Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon them, 
and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them.  Also He said to me, 
"Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, 'Thus says the Lord 
GOD: "Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live." ' 
"  So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army.  Then He said to me, "Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. They indeed say, 'Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and 
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we ourselves are cut off!' "Therefore prophesy and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: 
"Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, 
and bring you into the land of Israel.  "Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when I have
opened your graves, O My people, and brought you up from your graves.  "I will put My 
Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken it and performed it," says the LORD.' 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

First Alleluia Verse (All)  Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Alleluia! Alleluia! He is ris`en from the dead:/ And behold, He goes before you 
into Galilee. `Alleluia!

Epistle: 1 John 5:4-10
P: Brethren: whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world -- our faith.  Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God? This is He who came by water and blood -- Jesus Christ; not 
only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the 
Spirit is truth.  For there are three that bear witness in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Spirit; and these three are one.  And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, 
the water, and the blood; and these three agree as one.  If we receive the witness of men, the 
witness of God is greater; for this is the witness of God which He has testified of His Son.  He
who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has 
made Him a liar, because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Alleluia Verse (Pastor)  Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Alleluia! Alleluia! After eight days came Jesus and stood in `the midst, and said: / Peace be unto you! 
`Alleluia!
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Sequence Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal 187, Christ Is Arisen
P: Christ is arisen From the grave’s dark prison.

We now rejoice with gladness; Christ will end all sadness, Lord, have mercy.
All our hopes were ended Had Jesus not ascended From the grave triumphantly, 
For this, Lord Christ, we worship Thee. Lord, have mercy.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We now rejoice with gladness;
Christ will end all sadness. Lord, have mercy.

Holy Gospel: St. John 20:19-31
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. John, the 20th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were 
shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 
midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you."  When He had said this, He showed them His 
hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  So Jesus said to 
them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you."  And when He had 
said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit.  "If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  Now 
Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  The other 
disciples therefore said to him, "We have seen the Lord." So he said to them, "Unless I see in 
His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe."  And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and 
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace 
to you!" Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach 
your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing."  And Thomas 
answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because you 
have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed."  And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are 
not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.
P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.
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Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of Preparation: 366, Ye Sons and Daughters of the King
C: Ye sons and daughters of the King, Whom heavenly hosts in glory sing,

Today the grave hath lost its sting: Alleluia!
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On that first morning of the week, Before the day began to break,
The Marys went their Lord to seek: Alleluia!

An angel bade their sorrow flee, For thus he spake unto the three:
"Your Lord is gone to Galilee": Alleluia!

That night the Apostles met in fear, Amidst them came their Lord most dear
And said: "Peace be unto you here": Alleluia!

When Thomas afterwards had heard That Jesus had fulfilled His word,
He doubted if it were the Lord: Alleluia!

"Thomas, behold My side," saith He, "My hands, My feet, My body, see;
"And doubt not, but believe in Me": Alleluia!

No longer Thomas then denied; He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
"Thou art my Lord and God," he cried: Alleluia!

Blessed are they that have not seen And yet whose faith hath constant been,
In Iife eternal they shall reign: Alleluia!

On this most holy day of days To God your hearts and voices raise
In laud and jubilee and praise: Alleluia!

And we with holy Church unite, As evermore is just and right,
In glory to the King of light: Alleluia!

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: 348, He Is Arisen! Glorious Word! (Tune: 167)
C: He is arisen! Glorious Word! Now reconciled is God, my Lord;

The gates of heav’n are open.
My Jesus died triumphantly, and Satan’s arrows broken lie.
Destroyed hell’s direst weapon.
Oh, hear, What cheer! Christ victorious Riseth glorious, Life He giveth –
He was dead, but see, He liveth!

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Hymn of Preparation: 354, Like the Golden Sun Ascending, sts. 1-6
C: Like the golden sun ascending, Breaking through the gloom of night,
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On the earth his glory spending So that darkness takes to flight,
Thus my Jesus from the grave And Death's dismal, dreadful cave
Rose triumphant Easter morning At the early purple dawning.

Thanks to Thee, O Christ victorious! Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life!
Death hath now no power o'er us, Thou hast conquered in the strife.
Thanks because Thou didst arise And hast opened Paradise!
None can fully sing the glory Of the resurrection story.

For my heart finds consolation And my fainting soul grows brave
When I stand in contemplation At Thy dark and dismal grave;
When I see where Thou didst sleep In death’s dungeon dark and deep,
Yet didst break all bands asunder, Must I not rejoice and wonder?

Though I be by sin o'ertaken, Though I lie in helplessness,
Though I be by friends forsaken And must suffer sore distress,
Though I be despised, contemned, And by all the world condemned,
Though the dark grave yawn before me, Yet the light of hope shines o'er me.

Thou hast died for my transgression, All my sins on Thee were laid;
Thou hast won for me salvation, On the cross my debt was paid.
From the grave I shall arise And shall meet Thee in the skies.
Death itself is transitory; I shall lift my head in glory.

Satan’s arrows all like broken, Death and hell have met their doom;
Christ, Thy rising is the token: Thou hast triumphed o’er the tomb.
Thou hast buried all my woe, And my cup doth overflow;
By Thy resurrection glorious I shall wave my palms victorious.

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
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The Proper Preface & Sanctus: pp. 73-76
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; but chiefly are we bound to praise You 
for the glorious resurrection of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for He is the very Paschal 
Lamb which was offered for us and hath taken away the sins of the world.  By His death He 
has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again He has restored to us everlasting life.   
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79

When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
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The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

Hymn of Thanksgiving: 354, Like the Golden Sun Ascending, sts. 7-10
C: As the Son of God I know Thee, For I see Thy sov’reign pow’r;

Sin and death shall not o’erthrow me Even in my dying hour;
For Thy resurrection is Surety for heav’nly bliss,
And my baptism a reflection Of Thy death and resurrection.

Unto life Thou shalt arouse me By Thy resurrection’s pow’r;
Though the hideous grave shall house me, And my flesh the worms devour;
Fire and water may destroy My frail body, yet with joy
I shall rise as Thou has risen From the deep sepulchral prison.

Grant me grace, O blessed Savior, And Thy Holy Spirit send
That my walk and my behavior May be pleasing to the end;
That I may not fall again Into death's grim pit and pain,
Whence by grace Thou hast retrieved me And from which Thou hast relieved me.

For the joy Thy birth doth give me, For Thy holy, precious Word;
For Thy Baptism, which doth save me, For Thy blest Communion board;
For Thy death, the bitter scorn, For Thy resurrection morn,
Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, And in heaven I shall behold Thee.

The Collect of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: Almighty God, who gives the true Bread which comes down from heaven, even Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech You, that we who received the Sacrament of His 
Body and Blood may abide in Him, and He in us, that we may be filled with the power of His 
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endless life; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 357, The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The strife is o'er, the battle done; 
The victory of life is won;
The song of triumph hath begun. Alleluia!

The pow’rs of death habve done their worst
But Christ their legion hath dispersed.
Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia!

The three sad days have quickly sped,
He rises glorious from the dead.
All glory to our risen Head! Alleluia!

He closed the yawning gates of hell; 
The bars from heaven's high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. Alleluia!

Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee.
From death's dread sting Thy servants free
That we may live and sing to Thee. Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Voters: Please Stay Around for the Quarterly Meeting 
following the Service. A major issue on today’s agenda is a 
revision to the congregation’s bylaws reducing the number of 
yearly voters meetings from 5 down to 2. We are also looking for 
another volunteer to serve as a delegate to our synod’s annual 

convention June 26-30 in Mankato, MN. If you are willing, please speak with Pastor.  

Bible Study: No Bible study today. Next week we will get into 1 Peter.
In the Thursday study we will be surveying the history of Old Testament
Israel in the Promised Land from the conquest of Canaan to the
Babylonian Captivity. We will start with the first half of Joshua and the
final chapter of Joshua, and then move through Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 &
2 Kings. Sections of 1 & 2 Chronicles will also be drawn in.

Pastor’s West Coast Circuit Conference: Wednesday – Friday Pastor will be attending 
the annual Pastors’ Conference for ELS in Hillsboro, OR.

Treasurer’s Report: The latest treasurer’s report is on the back table.

ELS Apologetics & Worldview Center: Hard copies of the May article from the Center 
is available on the back table. This month’s article is
written by Pastor Jerry Gernander of Bethany Lutheran in
Princeton, MN. It’s entitled How Can My Words
Convince Anyone of God’s Truth.

Synod Literature: There are still a few copies of the
latest Lutheran Sentinel on the back table, as well as the
most recent newsletter from Thoughts of Faith that covers how the war in Ukraine is affecting
our sister churches there.

New Meditations are available on the white cabinet in the back of church.
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Cleaning at Bethany  
April 18-30

Links/Klaviter



Online Donations: A donate to Bethany button has been added to the top 
toolbar on the homepage of our website, which will take you to PayPal. Be 
advised that PayPal takes a small percentage of every donation. Thanks to 
Debbie Larson for setting this up.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed this week 
Monday through Wednesday and Saturday at 7:30am

Monday: FEAST OF ST. MARK, EVANGELIST; Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday: Pastor at Bethany
Wednesday: Pastor at Concordia until noon, then leaving for conference in Hillsboro; 
Thursday: Pastor at conference in Hillsboro; No Bible Study
Friday: Pastor at conference in Hillsboro
Saturday: Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: Misericordias Domini: Second Sunday After the Resurrection
                           Concordia Holy Communion, 9:00am
                           Bethany Holy Communion, 11am
                           Bible Study for the Parish, 12:40am

The Paschal candle next to the baptismal font is the largest candle in
the church. Like all other candles in the church, it signifies the radiant
light of Jesus Christ, Who rose from the dead, giving the light of
eternal life to all who call upon His Name. The Paschal candle is also
specifically the Resurrection candle.  It is lit at every Service through
the 40 days from Easter to Ascension Day (which is May 26 this year).
It’s a beautiful candle, elaborately decorated with various symbols of
the resurrection. Outside the Easter season, the Paschal candle is
also lit for all baptisms and funerals in the church.  This is to signify
that just as Christ passed over from death to life on Easter, so the
sacrament of Holy baptism is our Passover – our dying to sin and rising to new 
life – with Christ; and in death the Christian passes over for the final time, now 
only to await the final resurrection of the body on the Last Day.
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Hymn for the Sunday After Easter: “Thomas, behold my 
side, saith He.”  The text of Ye Sons and Daughters of the 
King (ELH 366) is by an anonymous poet around 1600.  
The tune is by Melchior Vulpius (1560-1615), Cantor in 
Weimar, who published five collections of hymns, and has 
five of his hymn tunes in our hymnal.  In this hymn, a 
paraphrase John 20, Jesus’ resurrection appearances 
during the first week of Easter unfold.  The many 
individuals who were overcome with immense sorrow 
encounter the preaching of the Word and with it Christ and 
His resurrection.  The joyous turn of events is indicated as 

each verse is wrapped in joyful Alleluias.  When we sing this hymn, we participate
with St. John and the holy angels in the preaching of Christ’s resurrection to the 
world.  Both singer and hearer go with the women early in the morning to the 
tomb, hide behind locked doors with the disciples, encounter Jesus and His 
wounds with Thomas, all the while seeing sorrow, fear, and unbelief shattered by 
Christ and the proclamation that “today the grave has lost its sting! Alleluia!” The 
Resurrection grants and strengthens faith to a fear-filled world.  The hymn 
climaxes in verse eight before concluding with a high doxology in verses nine and
ten.  “Blessed are they who have not seen And yet whose faith has constant 
been, In life eternal they shall reign.  Alleluia!” 
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