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Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Easter Invitatory and Venite
The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia:
O come, let us worship Him.



Office Hymn: His Cheering Message From the Grave – 4th/5th Century (Tune: 280)
His cheering message from the grave
An angel to the women gave:
“Full soon your Master ye shall see;
He goes before to Galilee.”

But while with flying steps they press
To bear the news, all eagerness,
Their Lord, the living Lord, they meet,
And prostrate fall to kiss His feet.

So when His mourning followers heard
The tidings of that faithful word,
Quick went they forth to Galilee,
Their loved and lost once more to see.

On that fair day of paschal joy,
The sunshine was without alloy,
When to their very eyes restored
They looked upon the risen Lord.

The wounds before their eyes displayed.
They see in living light arrayed,
And that they see they testify
In open witness fearlessly.

O Christ, the King of gentleness,
Our several hearts do Thou possess,
That we may render all our days
Thy meed of thankfulness and praise.

Maker of all, to Thee we pray,
Fulfill in us Thy joy today;
When death assails, grant, Lord, that we
May share Thy paschal victory.

STAND
To Thee who, dead, again dost live,
All glory, Lord, Thy people give;
All glory, as is ever meet,
To Father and to Paraclete. Amen.



Psalm 114 Tone 5
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Antiphon
Alleluia! `Alleluia!:/ Alleluia!

Psalm
When Israel went `out of Egypt,/ The house of Jacob from a people `of strange language,
2 Judah became His `sanctuary,/ And Israel `His dominion.
3 The sea `saw it and fled;/ Jordan `turned back.
4 The moun`tains skipped like rams,/ The little `hills like lambs.
5 What ails you, O `sea, that you fled?/ O Jordan, `that you turned back?
6 O mountains, that `you skipped like rams?/ O little `hills, like lambs?
7 Tremble, O earth, at the pre`sence of the Lord,/ At the presence of the `God of Jacob,
8 Who turned the rock into a `pool of water,/ The flint into a foun`tain of waters.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
Alleluia! `Alleluia!:/ Alleluia!

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: Psalm 51:1-2
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; according to the multitude of 
Your tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin. Psalm 51:1-2

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Confession
What is Confession?
Confession consists of two parts: one, that we confess our sins; the other, that we receive 
absolution, or forgiveness, from the pastor or confessor as from God Himself, and in no way 
doubt, but firmly believe that our sins are thereby forgiven before God in heaven.

First Lection: Exodus 17:1-16
Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey from the Wilderness 
of Sin, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped in Rephidim; but there was no 
water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, “Give us 
water, that we may drink.”
So Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the LORD?”
3 And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses, and said, 
“Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with
thirst?”
4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost 
ready to stone[a] me!”
5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go on before the people, and take with you some of the elders 
of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and go. 6 Behold, I 
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will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, that the people may drink.”
And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 So he called the name of the 
place Massah[b] and [c]Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and because 
they [d]tempted the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose 
us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the
rod of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And 
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his 
hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’ 
hands became [e]heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron 
and Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were
steady until the going down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the 
edge of the sword.
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the 
hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under 
heaven.” 15 And Moses built an altar and called its name, [f]The-LORD-Is-My-Banner; 16 for he 
said, “Because [g]the LORD has sworn: the LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to 
generation.”

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Te Deum Laudamus
†We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
All the earth worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein;
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and only Son;
Also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of Glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a Virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
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to be our Judge.
We therefore pray You, help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name now and evermore.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Second Lection: Hebrews 11:1-29
Now faith is the [a]substance of things hoped for, the [b]evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it 
the elders obtained a good testimony.
3 By faith we understand that the [c]worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things 
which are seen were not made of things which are visible.
4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead 
still speaks.
5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and was not found, because God 
had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6 But 
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared 
an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith.
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as 
an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the 
land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him
of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.
11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she[d] bore a child when 
she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one
man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—
innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar 
off [e]were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And
truly if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.
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17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 [f]of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall 
be called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he 
also received him in a figurative sense.
20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.
21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and 
worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.
22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, 
and gave instructions concerning his bones.
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they 
saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command.
24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy 
the [g]passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the [h]reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures [i]in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.
27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him 
who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who 
destroyed the firstborn should touch them.
29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting 
to do so, were drowned.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Hymn: 354, Like the Golden Sun Ascending, sts. 1, 2, 5, 10
Like the golden sun ascending,
Breaking through the gloom of night,
On the earth his glory spending
So that darkness takes to flight,
Thus my Jesus from the grave
And death’s dismal, dreadful cave,
Rose triumphant Easter morning,
At the early purple dawning.

Thanks to Thee, O Christ victorious!
Thanks to Thee, O Lord of life!
Death hath now no power o’er us,
Thou hast conquered in the strife.
Thanks because Thou didst arise
And hast opened Paradise!
None can fully sing the glory
Of the resurrection story.

Thou hast died for my transgression,
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All my sins on Thee were laid;
Thou hast won for me salvation,
On the cross my debt was paid.
From the grave I shall arise
And shall meet Thee in the skies.
Death itself is transitory;
I shall lift my head in glory.

For the joy Thy birth doth give me,
For Thy holy, precious Word;
For Thy Baptism which doth save me,
For Thy blest Communion board;
For Thy death, the bitter scorn,
For Thy resurrection morn,
Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee,
And in heav’n I shall behold Thee.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Canticle: The Benedictus
Easter Antiphon
The Lord is risen from the grave, alleluia! Who hung for us upon the tree, alleluia!

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.



Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Easter Antiphon
The Lord is risen from the grave, alleluia! Who hung for us upon the tree, alleluia!

The Litany of the Resurrection
O Lord,

Have mercy upon us.

O Christ,
Have mercy upon us.

O Lord,
Have mercy upon us.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
Hear us.

O Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin of the world,
Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification,
Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Who foretold Your Passion saying, “The Son of Man must be
crucified and on the third day rise again,”

Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Who destroyed Death by dying, and by rising to life again have brought life and 
immortality to light,

Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women,
Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her:
Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and made Yourself 
known to them in the Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread,

Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and Your Spirit,
Have mercy upon us.



O Jesus Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas that he too might 
believe,
Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing a miraculous catch of 
fish,
Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to James and to all the 
apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus road,
Have mercy upon us.

O Jesus Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and 
teaching them,
Have mercy upon us.

By Your glorious resurrection from the dead,
Good Lord, deliver us.

By Your victory over sin and death,
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the majesty of Your risen body,
Good Lord, deliver us.

We poor sinners do beseech You,
To hear us, Lord Jesus.

That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in the freedom of Your 
forgiveness,
Grant us, good Lord.

That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly things, serving others as we have 
been served by You,
Grant us, good Lord.

That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem, 
together with all the saints,
Grant us, good Lord.

O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy upon us.

O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
Have mercy upon us.



O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
Grant us Your peace.

O Lord,
Have mercy upon us.

O Christ,
Have mercy upon us.

O Lord,
Have mercy upon us. Amen.

Our Father…

Collects 
For Easter Thursday
O God, You have united the various nations in the confession of Your name: grant that, born 
again in the waters of Baptism, they may be one by faith in minds, and by love in deed; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. Amen.

O God, who in the Paschal Feast has bestowed restoration upon the world, continue unto Your 
people Your heavenly gift that they may both attain unto perfect freedom and advance unto 
eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

For the Morning
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having safely brought us to the 
beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we 
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doing, being ordered by Your 
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


