
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Good Friday, April 15, 2022

Order of Service: Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 109

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

During the “Three Sacred Days” the daily prayer offices
are stripped to their bare essentials: Psalm, lesson, hymn, canticle, collects.

Matins begins directly with the Psalmody.

Psalm 40 Tone 2

-v7cUx]cgcjckcgc]v]cUx]cjchcfcgc}
Antiphon
Do not withhold Your tender mercies `from me, O LORD;/ Let Your lovingkindness and Your 
truth continual`ly preserve me.

Psalm
I waited patient`ly for the LORD;/ And He inclined to me, `And heard my cry.
2 He also brought me up out of a `horrible pit,/ Out of `the miry clay,
And set my feet `upon a rock,/ And e`stablished my steps.
3 He has put a new `song in my mouth—/ Praise `to our God;
Many will `see it and fear,/ And will `trust in the LORD.
4 Blessed is that man who makes `the LORD his trust,/ And does not respect the proud, nor such 
as turn `aside to lies.
5 Many, O `LORD my God,/ are Your wonderful works `Which You have done;
And Your `thoughts toward us/ Cannot be recounted to `You in order;
If I would declare `and speak of them,/ They are more than `can be numbered.
6 Sacrifice and offering You `did not desire;/ My ears `You have opened.
Burnt offering and `sin offering/ You `did not require.
7 Then I said, `“Behold, I come;/ In the scroll of the book it is `written of me.
8 I delight to do Your `will, O my God,/ And Your law is `within my heart.”
9 I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness In the `great assembly;/ Indeed, I do not 
restrain my lips, O LORD, `You Yourself know.
10 I have not hidden Your righteousness `within my heart;/ I have declared Your faithfulness and 
`Your salvation;



I have not concealed Your lovingkind`ness and Your truth/ From the `great assembly.
11 Do not withhold Your tender mercies `from me, O LORD;/ Let Your lovingkindness and Your 
truth continual`ly preserve me.
12 For innumerable evils have `surrounded me;/ My iniquities have overtaken me, so that I am not
ab`le to look up;
They are more than the `hairs of my head;/ Therefore `my heart fails me.
13 Be pleased, O LORD, to `deliver me;/ O LORD, make `haste to help me!
14 Let them be ashamed and brought to mutu`al confusion/ Who seek to `destroy my life;
Let them be driven backward and brought `to dishonor/ Who `wish me evil.
15 Let them be confounded be`cause of their shame,/ Who say to me, `“Aha, aha!”
16 Let all those who seek You rejoice and `be glad in You;/ Let such as love Your salvation say 
continually, “The LORD `be magnified!”
17 But I am `poor and needy;/ Yet the LORD `thinks upon me.
You are my help and my `deliverer;/ Do not delay, `O my God.

Antiphon
Do not withhold Your tender mercies `from me, O LORD;/ Let Your lovingkindness and Your 
truth continual`ly preserve me.

Psalm 54 Tone 4

-vccYcc]cgchcjchc]v]cYcc]ckcjcgcdc}
Antiphon
Save me, O `God, by Your name,/ And vindicate `me by Your strength.

Psalm
2 Hear my `prayer, O God;/ Give ear to the `words of my mouth.
3 For strangers have risen up against me, And oppressors have sought `after my life;/ They have 
not set `God before them.
4 Behold, God `is my helper;/ The Lord is with those who `uphold my life.
5 He will repay my enemies `for their evil./ Cut them `off in Your truth.
6 I will freely sac`rifice to You;/ I will praise Your name, O LORD, `for it is good.
7 For He has delivered me out `of all trouble;/ And my eye has seen its desire upon `my enemies.

Antiphon
Save me, O `God, by Your name,/ And vindicate `me by Your strength.

Psalm 94 Tone 2

-v7cUx]cgcjckcgc]v]cUx]cjchcfcgc}
Antiphon
The LORD has `been my defense,/ And my God the rock `of my refuge.

Psalm
O LORD God, to whom `vengeance belongs;/ O God, to whom vengeance belongs, `shine forth!
2 Rise up, O `Judge of the earth;/ Render punish`ment to the proud.



3 LORD, how long `will the wicked,/ How long will the `wicked triumph?
4 They utter speech, and speak `insolent things;/ All the workers of iniquity `boast in themselves.
5 They break in pieces Your `people, O LORD,/ And afflict `Your heritage.
6 They slay the widow `and the stranger,/ And murder `the fatherless.
7 Yet they say, “The `LORD does not see,/ Nor does the God of Ja`cob understand.”
8 Understand, you senseless a`mong the people;/ And you fools, when `will you be wise?
9 He who planted the ear, `shall He not hear?/ He who formed the eye, `shall He not see?
10 He who instructs the nations, shall `He not correct,/ He who teach`es man knowledge?
11 The LORD knows `the thoughts of man,/ That `they are futile.
12 Blessed is the man whom You `instruct, O LORD,/ And teach `out of Your law,
13 That You may give him rest from the days of `adversity,/ Until the pit is dug `for the wicked.
14 For the LORD will not cast `off His people,/ Nor will He forsake His `inheritance.
15 But judgment will return `to righteousness,/ And all the upright in heart `will follow it.
16 Who will rise up for me against the `evildoers?/ Who will stand up for me against the workers 
of `iniquity?
17 Unless the LORD `had been my help,/ My soul would soon have set`tled in silence.
18 If I say, `“My foot slips,”/ Your mercy, O LORD, `will hold me up.
19 In the multitude of my anxie`ties within me,/ Your comforts `delight my soul.
20 Shall the throne of iniquity, which devises `evil by law,/ Have fel`lowship with You?
21 They gather together against the life `of the righteous,/ And condemn `innocent blood.
22 But the LORD has `been my defense,/ And my God the rock `of my refuge.
23 He has brought on them their own `iniquity,/ And shall cut them off in their `own wickedness;
The `LORD our God/ shall `cut them off.

Antiphon
The LORD has `been my defense,/ And my God the rock `of my refuge.

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: 1 Corinthians 4:1
Let a man so consider us [pastors], as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
1 Corinthians 4:1

Weekly Catechism Recitation: The Office of the Keys 
What is the Office of the Keys?
The Office of the Keys is the special authority which Christ has given to His Church on earth: to 
forgive the sins of the penitent sinners, but to retain the sins of the impenitent as long as they do 
not repent.

Where is this written?
The evangelist writes, John 20:22-23: Jesus breathed on His disciples and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; And if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.”

What do you believe according to these words?
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in 
particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and 
absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even 
in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.



First Lection: Exodus 12:29-32; 13:1-16
29 And it came to pass at midnight that the LORD struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was [a]in 
the dungeon, and all the firstborn of livestock. 30 So Pharaoh rose in the night, he, all his 
servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead.
31 Then he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, “Rise, go out from among my 
people, both you and the children of Israel. And go, serve the LORD as you have said. 32 Also 
take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone; and bless me also.”
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Consecrate[a] to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens 
the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and beast; it is Mine.”
3 And Moses said to the people: “Remember this day in which you went out of Egypt, out of the 
house of [b]bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you out of this place. No 
leavened bread shall be eaten. 4 On this day you are going out, in the month Abib. 5 And it shall 
be, when the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites 
and the Hivites and the Jebusites, which He swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, that you shall keep this service in this month. 6 Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD. 7 Unleavened bread 
shall be eaten seven days. And no leavened bread shall be seen among you, nor shall leaven be 
seen among you in all your quarters. 8 And you shall tell your son in that day, saying, ‘This is 
done because of what the LORD did for me when I came up from Egypt.’ 9 It shall be as a sign to
you on your hand and as a memorial between your eyes, that the LORD’s law may be in your 
mouth; for with a strong hand the LORD has brought you out of Egypt. 10 You shall therefore 
keep this [c]ordinance in its season from year to year.
11 “And it shall be, when the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as He swore to 
you and your fathers, and gives it to you, 12 that you shall [d]set apart to the LORD all that open 
the womb, that is, every firstborn that comes from an animal which you have; the males shall 
be the LORD’s. 13 But every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb; and if you will 
not redeem it, then you shall break its neck. And all the firstborn of man among your sons you 
shall redeem. 14 So it shall be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What is this?’ 
that you shall say to him, ‘By strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. 15 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, 
that the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the 
firstborn of beast. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all males that open the womb, but all the 
firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 16 It shall be as a sign on your hand and as frontlets between 
your eyes, for by strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.”
The Responsory is not said.

Friday Canticle: Domine, Audivi (Song of Habakkuk) – Habakkuk 3 Tone 3

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}
Antiphon
Out of Zion, the perfect`tion of beauty,/ God `will shine forth.

Canticle
O LORD, I have heard Your speech `and was afraid;/ O LORD, revive Your work in the `midst of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A29-32&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-1846a
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the years!
In the midst of the `years make it known;/ In wrath re`member mercy.
3God `came from Teman,/ The Holy One `from Mount Paran.
His glory co`vered the heavens,/ And the earth was `full of His praise.
4His brightness `was like the light;/ He had rays flashing from His hand, And there His pow`er 
was hidden.
5Before Him `went pestilence,/ And fever fol`lowed at His feet.
6He stood and `measured the earth;/ He looked and start`led the nations.
And the everlasting mountains were scattered, The perpetual `hills bowed./ His ways are 
`everlasting.
13You went forth for the salvation `of Your people,/ For salvation with `Your Anointed.
You struck the head from the house `of the wicked,/ By laying bare from foun`dation to neck.
18Yet I will re`joice in the LORD,/ I will joy in the God of `my salvation.
19The LORD `God is my strength;/ And He will make me walk `on my high hills.

Antiphon
Out of Zion, the perfect`tion of beauty,/ God `will shine forth.

Second Lection: Hebrews 6:1-20
Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on 
to [a]perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith 
toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and 
of eternal judgment. 3 And this [b]we will do if God permits.
4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, 
and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the 
powers of the age to come, 6 [c]if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they 
crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.
7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those 
by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it 
is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.
9 But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that accompany 
salvation, though we speak in this manner. 10 For God is not unjust to forget your work 
and [d]labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister. 11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope until the end, 12 that you do not become [e]sluggish, but imitate those who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises.
13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He 
swore by Himself, 14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply 
you.” 15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 16 For men indeed 
swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute. 17 Thus God,
determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise the [f]immutability of His 
counsel, [g]confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two [h]immutable things, in which it is impossible
for God to lie, we [i]might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the 
hope set before us.
19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters 
the Presence behind the veil, 20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having 
become High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.
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The Responsory is not said.

Devotional Reading

Hymn: 331, A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth, sts. 1-4, 6, 9-10
A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, 
The guilt of all men bearing;
And laden with the sins of earth, 
None else the burden sharing!
Goes patient on, grow weak and faint, 
To slaughter led without complaint,
That spotless life to offer; 
Bears shame and stripes, and wounds and death,
Anguish and mockery, and saith, 
"Willing all this I suffer."

This Lamb is Christ, the soul's great Friend, 
The Lamb of God, our Savior;
Him God the Father chose to send 
To gain for us His favor.
"Go forth, My Son," the Father saith, 
"And free men from the fear of death,
From guilt and condemnation. 
The wrath and stripes are hard to bear,
But by Thy Passion men shall share 
The fruit of Thy salvation."

"Yea, Father, yea, most willingly 
I'll bear what Thou commandest;
My will conforms to Thy decree, 
I do what Thou demandest."
O wondrous Love, what hast Thou done! 
The Father offers up His Son!
The Son, content, descendeth! 
O Love, how strong Thou art to save!
Thou beddest Him within the grave 
Whose word the mountains rendeth.

Upon the cross Thou off’rest Him,
Nails, spear, deep wounds bestowing;
Thou slaught’rest Him e’en as a lamb,
His soul and veins are flowing;
From veins it is the crimson flood
Of His most holy, precious blood,
From soul His mighty sighing.
O dearest Lamb, what shall I do



To show Thee my devotion true
For such great good supplying?

From morn till eve my theme shall be 
Thy mercy’s wondrous measure;
To sacrifice myself for Thee 
Shall be my aim and pleasure.
My stream of life shall ever be 
A current flowing ceaselessly,
Thy constant praise outpouring. 
I’ll treasure in my memory,
O Lord, all Thou hast done for me, 
Thy gracious love adoring.

Of death I am no more afraid, 
New life from Thee is flowing;
Thy cross affords me cooling shade 
When day’s hot sun is glowing.
When by my grief I am oppressed, 
On Thee my weary soul shall rest
And o’er grief’s ills so conquer. 
And when beneath life’s stormy woe
My ship is driven to and fro, 
So art Thou then my Anchor.

And when Thy glory I shall see 
And taste Thy kingdom’s pleasure,
Thy blood my royal robe shall be, 
My joy beyond all measure;
When I appear before Thy throne, 
Thy righteousness shall be my crown,
With these I need not hide me. 
And there, in garments richly wrought
As Thine own bride, I shall be brought 
To stand in joy beside Thee.

Morning Canticle: The Benedictus
Good Friday Antiphon
They put up over His head the accusation written against Him: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 
Jews. 

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;



To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Good Friday Antiphon
They put up over His head the accusation written against Him: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews. 

The following antiphon is immediately said, followed by the Lord’s Prayer & Collects.

Antiphon Tonus Peregrinus

-v70cTcc]c6hcgcfcdc]v]ccRcc]cacdcscac}
Christ for our sake became obedient to `the point of death./ Even to `death on a cross.

Our Father...

Collects (said without the introduction “Let us pray”)
For Good Friday
Merciful and Everlasting God, who had not spared Your only Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, that He might bear our sins upon the cross; grant that our hearts may be so fixed with 
steadfast faith in Him that we may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now
and forever.  Amen.

In Thanksgiving for Our salvation
We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. We thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that
You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, and by Your blood have blotted out all our 
transgressions. We thank You, Lord, the Holy Spirit, that You have created in our hearts true 
faith, that we know of nothing to trust for our salvation except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. O 
God, grant us Your grace, that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake 
of the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that in
the power of our Redeemer’s deat, we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake the Lord 
Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in Christ’s name. Amen.



For the Morning
O everlasting Jesus, who in the early morning gave Yourself over to be reviled and scoffed at by 
Your enemies, visit us at this hour, we pray, with Your grace and mercy that throughout the day 
we may find peace and joy in all that serves to Your praise and glory; You who live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction are not said.


