
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Holy Saturday, April 16, 2022

Order of Service: Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 109
Propers: Oremus: A Lutheran Breviary

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

During the “Three Sacred Days” the daily prayer offices
are stripped to their bare essentials: Psalm, lesson, hymn, canticle, collects.

Matins begins directly with the Psalmody.

Psalm 4 Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon
I will both lie down `in peace, and sleep;/ For You alone, O LORD, make me `dwell in safety.

Psalm
Hear me when I call, O God of `my righteousness!/ You have relieved me in my distress; Have 
mercy on me, `and hear my prayer.
2 How long, O `you sons of men,/ Will you turn my `glory to shame?
How long will you `love worthlessness/ And `seek falsehood?
3 But know that the LORD has set apart for Himself him `who is godly;/ The LORD will hear when
`I call to Him.
4 Be angry, `and do not sin./ Meditate within your heart on your `bed, and be still.
5 Offer the sacrifices `of righteousness,/ And put your `trust in the LORD.
6 There are many who say, “Who will show `us any good?”/ LORD, lift up the light of Your 
counte`nance upon us.
7 You have put glad`ness in my heart,/ More than in the season that their grain `and wine 
increased.
8 I will both lie down `in peace, and sleep;/ For You alone, O LORD, make me `dwell in safety.

Antiphon
I will both lie down `in peace, and sleep;/ For You alone, O LORD, make me `dwell in safety.



Psalm 15 Tone 8

-v70cUcc]cgcjckcgc]v]cUcc]chcjcgcfc}
Antiphon
He who `does these things/ shall `never be moved.

Psalm
LORD, who may abide in Your `tabernacle?/ Who may dwell in `Your holy hill?
2 He who walks uprightly, And `works righteousness,/ And speaks the `truth in his heart;
3 He who does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil `to his neighbor,/ Nor does he take up 
a reproach `against his friend;
4 In whose eyes a vile per`son is despised,/ But he honors those `who fear the LORD;
He who swears `to his own hurt/ and `does not change;
5 He who does not put out his money `at usury,/ Nor does he take a bribe against `the innocent.
He who `does these things/ shall `never be moved.

Antiphon
He who `does these things/ shall `never be moved.

Psalm 16 Tone 4

-vccYcc]cgchcjchc]v]cYcc]ckchcgcdc}
Antiphon
Preserve `me, O God,/ for in You `I put my trust.

Psalm
2O my soul, you have said to the LORD, `“You are my Lord,/ My goodness is nothing `apart from 
You.”
3As for the saints who `are on the earth,/ “They are the excellent ones, in whom is `all my 
delight.”
4Their sorrows shall `be multiplied/ who hasten after `another god;
Their drink offerings of blood I `will not offer,/ Nor take up their `names on my lips.
5O LORD, You are the portion of my inheri`tance and my cup;/ You `maintain my lot.
6The lines have fallen to me in `pleasant places;/ Yes, I have a good `inheritance.
7I will bless the LORD who has giv`en me counsel;/ My heart also instructs me in `the night 
seasons.
8I have set the LORD al`ways before me;/ Because He is at my right hand I `shall not be moved.
9Therefore my heart is glad, and my glo`ry rejoices;/ My flesh also `will rest in hope.
10For You will not leave my `soul in Sheol,/ Nor will You allow Your Holy One to `see 
corruption.
11You will show me `the path of life;/ In Your presence is `fullness of joy;
At `Your right hand/ are pleasures `forevermore.

Antiphon
Preserve `me, O God,/ for in You `I put my trust.



Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: 1 Corinthians 4:1
Let a man so consider us [pastors], as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
1 Corinthians 4:1

Weekly Catechism Recitation: The Office of the Keys 
What is the Office of the Keys?
The Office of the Keys is the special authority which Christ has given to His Church on earth: to 
forgive the sins of the penitent sinners, but to retain the sins of the impenitent as long as they do 
not repent.

Where is this written?
The evangelist writes, John 20:22-23: Jesus breathed on His disciples and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; And if you retain the sins 
of any, they are retained.”

What do you believe according to these words?
I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us by His divine command, in 
particular when they exclude openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and 
absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, this is just as valid and certain, even 
in heaven, as if Christ our dear Lord dealt with us Himself.

First Lection: Exodus 13:17 – 14:9
17 Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them by way 
of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, “Lest perhaps the 
people change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.” 18 So God led the people 
around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up in orderly 
ranks out of the land of Egypt.
19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had placed the children of Israel under 
solemn oath, saying, “God will surely [a]visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here 
with you.”
20 So they took their journey from Succoth and camped in Etham at the edge of the 
wilderness. 21 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and 
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. 22 He did not take 
away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night from before the people.
14 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “Speak to the children of Israel, that they turn and 
camp before Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, opposite Baal Zephon; you shall camp 
before it by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, ‘They are bewildered by the 
land; the wilderness has closed them in.’ 4 Then I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, so that he will 
pursue them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, that the Egyptians may 
know that I am the LORD.” And they did so.
5 Now it was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and his 
servants was turned against the people; and they said, “Why have we done this, that we have let 
Israel go from serving us?” 6 So he [b]made ready his chariot and took his people with 
him. 7 Also, he took six hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt with captains over
every one of them. 8 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued
the children of Israel; and the children of Israel went out with boldness. 9 So the Egyptians 
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pursued them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and overtook 
them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon.
The Responsory is not said.

Saturday Canticle: Audite Coeli (Song of Moses) – Deuteronomy 32 Tone 4

-vccYcc]cgchcjchc]v]cYcc]ckchcgcdc}
Antiphon
I will sing praise to Your `name forever,/ that I may daily `perform my vows.

Canticle
“Give ear, O heavens, `and I will speak;/ And hear, O earth, the `words of my mouth.
2Let my teaching `drop as the rain,/ My speech di`still as the dew,
As raindrops on `the tender herb,/ And as show`ers on the grass.
3For I proclaim the `name of the LORD:/ Ascribe great`ness to our God.
4He `is the Rock,/ His `work is perfect;
For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and with`out injustice;/ Righteous and `upright is He.
9For the LORD’s portion `is His people;/ Jacob is the place of His `inheritance.
36“For the LORD will `judge His people/ And have compassion `on His servants,
When He sees that their `power is gone,/ And there is no one remain`ing, bond or free.
40For I raise My `hand to heaven,/ And say, “As I `live forever,
43“Rejoice, O Gentiles, `with His people;/ For He will avenge the blood `of His servants,
And render vengeance to His `adversaries;/ He will provide atonement for His land `and His 
people.”

Antiphon
I will sing praise to Your `name forever,/ that I may daily `perform my vows.

Second Lection: Hebrews 7:1-22
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning 
from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of 
all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king of Salem, meaning “king of 
peace,” 3 without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.
4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of 
the [a]spoils. 5 And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a 
commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, 
though they have come from the loins of Abraham; 6 but he whose genealogy is not derived from
them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 Now beyond all 
contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. 8 Here mortal men receive tithes, but there 
he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. 9 Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid 
tithes through Abraham, so to speak, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when 
Melchizedek met him.
11 Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received
the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to the order of 
Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron? 12 For the priesthood being 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+7%3A1-22&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30069a


changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. 13 For He of whom these things are 
spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man has [b]officiated at the altar.
14 For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing 
concerning [c]priesthood. 15 And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, 
there arises another priest 16 who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly commandment,
but according to the power of an endless life. 17 For [d]He testifies:
“You are a priest forever
According to the order of Melchizedek.”
18 For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment because of its 
weakness and unprofitableness, 19 for the law made nothing [e]perfect; on the other hand, there 
is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.
20 And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an oath 21 (for they have become priests 
without an oath, but He with an oath by Him who said to Him:
“The LORD has sworn
And will not relent,
‘You are a priest [f]forever
According to the order of Melchizedek’ ”),
22 by so much more Jesus has become a [g]surety of a better covenant.
The Responsory is not said.

Devotional Reading

Hymn: 338, So Rest, My Rest
So rest, My Rest, Thou Ever-blest!
Thy grave with sinners making;
By Thy precious death from sin
My dead soul awaking.

After Thy strife, Life of my life,
Thy fervent love hath driven
Thee into the cold, dark grave
That I might gain heaven.

Breath of all breath! I know from death
Thou wilt my dust awaken;
Wherefore should I dread the grave
Or my faith be shaken?

To me the tomb Shall be a room
Where I lie down on roses;
Who by faith hath conquered death
Sweetly there reposes.

Meantime I will My Savior, still
Deep in my bosom lay Thee,
Ever musing on Thy death.
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Leave me not, I pray Thee!

Morning Canticle: The Benedictus
Holy Saturday Antiphon
The women, sitting `by the tomb: were mourning, `crying for the Lord. 

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri is not said during Passiontide

 Holy Saturday Antiphon
The women, sitting `by the tomb: were mourning, `crying for the Lord. 

The following antiphon is immediately said, followed by the Lord’s Prayer & Collects.

Antiphon Tonus Peregrinus

-v70cTcc]c6hcgcfcdc]v]ccRcc]cacdcscac}
Christ for our sake became obedient to `the point of death./ Even to `death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly `exalted Him:/ and given Him the name which is a`bove ev’ry name.

Our Father...

Collects (said without the introduction “Let us pray”)
For Holy Saturday
O Almighty God, grant that we, who in devout expectation look forward to the resurrection of 
Your Son, may enjoy the glory of that resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 



Lord who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  Amen.

In Remembrance of Our Baptism
Grant, O Lord, that as we are baptized into the death of Your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ, so by continually killing our corrupt affections we may be buried with Him, and that 
through the grave and gate of death we may pass to our joyful resurrection; for the sake of His 
merits, who died and was buried and rose again for us, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For the Sick
Almighty, everlasting God, the eternal Salvation of them that believe, hear our prayers in behalf 
of Thy servants who are sick, for whom we implore the aid of Thy mercy, that, being restored to 
health, they may render thanks to Thee in Thy Church; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord.  
Amen.

For the Dying
Into Your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend any of Your servants who are dying. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech You, sheep of Your own fold, lambs of Your own flock, 
sinners of Your own redeeming.  Receive them into the arms of Your mercy, into the blessed rest 
of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen.

For the Morning
O everlasting Jesus, who in the early morning gave Yourself over to be reviled and scoffed at by 
Your enemies, visit us at this hour, we pray, with Your grace and mercy that throughout the day 
we may find peace and joy in all that serves to Your praise and glory; You who live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction are not said.


