
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Saturday After the Ascension of Our Lord

May 28, 2022

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Ascension Invitatory and Venite
Alleluia! The King ascends into heaven, alleluia:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

Alleluia! The King ascends into heaven, alleluia:
O come, let us worship Him.



Office Hymn: O Christ, Our Joy, to Whom Is Given - 5th Century (Tune: 97)
O Christ, our joy, to whom is given
A throne o’er all the thrones of heaven,
In Thee, whose hand all things obey,
The world’s vain pleasures pass away.

So, suppliants here, we seek to win
Thy pardon for Thy people’s sin,
That, by Thine all-prevailing grace,
Uplifted, we may seek Thy face.

And when, all heaven beneath Thee bowed,
Thou com’st to judgment throned in cloud,
Then from our guilt wash out the stain
And give us our lost crowns again.

Be Thou our joy and strong defense,
Who art our future recompense:
So shall the light that springs from Thee
Be ours through all eternity.

O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to Thee let earth accord,
Who art, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit One. Amen.

Psalm 119:97-104 Tone 5
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Antiphon
Alleluia! `Alleluia!:/ Al`leluia!

Psalm
Oh, how `I love Your law!/ It is my medita`tion all the day.
98 You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than `my enemies;/ For they are `ever 

with me.
99 I have more understanding than `all my teachers,/ For Your testimonies are my `meditation.
100 I understand more `than the ancients,/ Because I `keep Your precepts.
101 I have restrained my feet from ev`ery evil way,/ That I `may keep Your word.
102 I have not departed `from Your judgments,/ For You Your`self have taught me.
103 How sweet are Your `words to my taste,/ Sweeter than hon`ey to my mouth!
104 Through Your precepts I get `understanding;/ Therefore I hate `every false way.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.



As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
Alleluia! `Alleluia!:/ Alleluia!

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: John 6:54
[Jesus said:] Whoever eats My flesh, and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up
at the last day. John 6:54  

Weekly Catechism Recitation: The Power of the Sacrament of the Altar
How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?
It is not the eating and drinking that does this, but the words here written, “Given and shed for 
you for the remission of sins.”  These words, along with the eating and drinking are the main 
thing in the Sacrament.  And whoever believes these words has exactly what they say, namely, 
the forgiveness of sins.

First Lection: Numbers 13:1-3, 17-33
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am 
giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a 
leader among them.”
3 So Moses sent them from the Wilderness of Paran according to the command of the LORD, all 
of them men who were heads of the children of Israel.
17 Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go up this way into 
the South, and go up to the mountains, 18 and see what the land is like: whether the people who 
dwell in it are strong or weak, few or many; 19 whether the land they dwell in is good or bad; 
whether the cities they inhabit are like camps or strongholds; 20 whether the land is [a]rich or 
poor; and whether there are forests there or not. Be of good courage. And bring some of the fruit 
of the land.” Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes.
21 So they went up and spied out the land from the Wilderness of Zin as far as Rehob, near the 
entrance of Hamath. 22 And they went up through the South and came to Hebron; Ahiman, 
Sheshai, and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, were there. (Now Hebron was built seven years 
before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 Then they came to the [b]Valley of Eshcol, and there cut down a 
branch with one cluster of grapes; they carried it between two of them on a 
pole. They also brought some of the pomegranates and figs. 24 The place was called the Valley 
of [c]Eshcol, because of the cluster which the men of Israel cut down there. 25 And they returned
from spying out the land after forty days.
26 Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the 
children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to 
all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 Then they told him, and said: “We
went to the land where you sent us. It truly [d]flows with milk and honey, and this is its 
fruit. 28 Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the 
cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The 
Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in 
the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan.”
30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take 
possession, for we are well able to overcome it.”
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31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for
they are stronger than we.” 32 And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land 
which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that 
devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. 33 There 
we saw the [e]giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we 
were like[f] grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Te Deum Laudamus: 45, We Sing Thy Praise, O God
We sing Thy praise, O God:
We own Thee as our Lord.

All the earth doth worship Thee:
Father from eternity.
Angel hosts and pow’rs on high:
Raise to Thee their joyful cry.
Cherubim and seraphim:
Ever sing the glorious hymn.

Holy is God, our Lord:
Holy is God, our Lord:
Holy is God, our Lord, the Lord of Sabaoth.

Thy majesty and sov’reign might;
Fill heav’n and earth with glory bright.
The twelve apostles, one and all:
The holy prophets Thou didst call,
The white-robed saints, the martyr throng:
All praise Thy name in joyful song.
The Church doth honor and proclaim:
Throughout the world Thy holy name,
O Father on Thy heav’nly throne:
O worthy, true, and only Son.
O Holy Spirit, Paraclete:
To glorify Thee, as is meet.

O King of glory, Thee we own:
As Christ the Lord, th’eternal Son.
To save our race, Thou didst not scorn:
Of virgin mother to be born;
The pangs of death hast Thou o’ercome:
And opened heav’n to Christendom;
At God’s right hand exalted now:
His pow’r and glory sharest Thou;
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Thou wilt return, our risen Head:
To judge the living and the dead.
Thy servants, Lord, now seek Thine aid:
Thy precious blood our ransom paid;

O let us share with all the blest:
The everlasting glorious rest.
Help us, O Lord, from age to age:
And bless Thy chosen heritage;
Feed them and keep with loving care:
And lift them up, O Lord, fore’er.

Day after day we Thee adore:
And magnify Thee evermore.

Vouchsafe almighty Lord, we pray:
To keep us free from sin this day.
Have mercy on us, Lord, we cry:
Have mercy on us, Lord, most high;
Show us Thy mercy and Thy grace:
Our trust in Thee alone we place.

O Lord, we put our trust in Thee:
Confounded let us never be. Amen.

Second Lection: St. Luke 18:1-17
Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose 
heart, 2 saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor [a]regard 
man. 3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, [b]‘Get justice for me 
from my adversary.’ 4 And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, 
‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because this widow troubles me I 
will [c]avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ”
6 Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own 
elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He 
will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith 
on the earth?”
9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
despised others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not 
like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ 13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so 
much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a 
sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for 
everyone who exalts himself will be [d]humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
15 Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the disciples 
saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them to Him and said, “Let the little children 
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come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 17 Assuredly, I say to 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.”

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal 215, Draw Us to Thee
Draw us to Thee, for then shall we
Walk in Thy steps forever
And hasten on Where Thou art gone
To be with Thee, dear Savior.

Draw us to Thee, Lord, lovingly;
Let us depart with gladness
That we may be Forever free
From sorrow, grief, and sadness.

Draw us to Thee; Oh, grant that we
May walk the road to heaven!
Direct our way Lest we should stray
And from Thy paths be driven.

Draw us to Thee That also we
Thy heavenly bliss inherit
And ever dwell Where sin and hell
No more can vex our spirit.

Draw us to Thee Unceasingly,
Into Thy kingdom take us;
Let us fore’er Thy glory share,
Thy saints and joint heirs make us.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Morning Canticle: The Benedictus
Ascension Antiphon
Alleluia! Christ has ascended up on high. Alleluia!: And has led captivity captive. Alleluia! 
Alleluia!

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;



As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Ascension Antiphon
Alleluia! Christ has ascended up on high. Alleluia!: And has led captivity captive. Alleluia! 
Alleluia!

The Suffrages
Kyrie, eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father…

I believe in God the Father Almighty…

Lord, be merciful to me.
Heal my soul, for I have sinned against You.

Return, O Lord! How long?
And have compassion on Your servants.

Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.



Just as we hope in You.

Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness.
And let your saints shout for joy.

O Lord, save our rulers.
Let them hear us when we call.

Save Your people and bless Your inheritance;
Shepherd them also, and lift them up forever.

Remember Your congregation,
Which You have purchased of old. 

Peace be within your walls,
Prosperity within your palaces.

Let us pray for those of the faith who are not present with us:
Save your servants who trust in You.

Let us pray for the broken-hearted and the captives:
Redeem Israel, O God, out of all their troubles.

Send them help from the sanctuary,
And strengthen them out of Zion.

Hear my prayer, O Lord,
And let my cry come before You.

Restore us, O God of hosts;
Cause Your face to shine, and we shall be saved!

Arise for our help, O Christ,
And redeem us for Your mercy’s sake.

O Lord, incline Your ear to me;
Answer me speedily when I call.

Collects
For the Feast of the Ascension 
Grant, we beseech You, almighty God, that just as we believe Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to have ascended into the heavens, so may we also in heart and mind to heaven 
ascend and continually dwell with Him, who lives and reignes with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
true God, now and forever. Amen.

For the Day from the Treasury of Daily Prayer



O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray and have promised to 
hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern our hearts in all things that 
we may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord. Amen.

For the Morning
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having safely brought us to the 
beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we 
fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doing, being ordered by Your 
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


