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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS –  welcome to our Divine Service! If we can 
assist you in any way with questions about our confession 
of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical 

service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
will strengthen and comfort you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly Father, through Your Son You promised us 
Your Holy Spirit, that He should convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment:
We beseech You, enlighten our hearts, that we may confess our sins, through faith in Christ 
obtain everlasting righteousness, and in all our trials and temptations retain this consolation: 
that Christ is Lord over the devil and death and all things, and that He will graciously deliver 
us out of all our afflictions, and make us forever partakers of eternal salvation; through the 
same, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

MAY 15, 2022 † 11:00 A. M.



The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Dismissal Hymn: 340, Alleluia! Jesus Lives
C: Alleluia! Jesus lives! He is now the Living One;

From the gloomy house of death Forth the Conqueror has gone,
Bright Forerunner to the skies Of His people, yet to rise.

Jesus lives! Let all rejoice; Praise Him, ransomed ones of earth.
Praise Him in a nobler song, Cherubim of heav’nly birth.
Praise the Victor-King, whose sway Sin and death and hell obey.

Jesus lives! Why weepest thou? Why that sad and frequent sigh?
He who died our Brother here Lives our  Brother still on high,
Lives forever to bestow Blessings on His Church below.

Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, Life eternal waits for thee;
Joined to Him, thy living Head, Where He is, thou, too, shalt be;
With Himself, at His right hand, Victor over death shalt stand.

Jesus lives! To Him my heart Draws with ever new delight.
Earthly vanities, depart, Hinder not my heav’nward flight.
Let his spirit ever rise To its Magnet in the skies.

Alleluia! Angels, sing! Join us in our hymn of praise.
Let your chorus swell the strain Which our feebler voices raise:
Glory to our God above And on earth His peace and love!

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you! 

C: Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
Introit Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}   

Antiphon (Pastor) Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! `Alleluia!:/ For He has done marvelous 
things, `Alleluia!
The LORD has made known His salvation, `Alleluia!:/ His righteousness He has revealed in 
the sight of the nations, Alleluia! `Alleluia! 
Psalm (All) His right hand and `His holy arm:/ Have gained Him `the victory.
He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the `house of Israel:/ All the ends 
of the earth have seen the salva`tion of our God.
Shout joyfully to the ` LORD, all the earth:/ Break forth in song, rejoice, `and sing 
praises.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! `Alleluia!:/ For He has done marvelous 
things, `Alleluia!
The LORD has made known His salvation, `Alleluia!:/ His righteousness He has 
revealed in the sight of the nations, Alleluia! `Alleluia!

The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.

4



You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Collect for the Day
P: O God, You make the minds of the faithful to be of one will: Grant unto Your people that 
they may love what You command, and desire what You promise; that among the manifold 
changes of this world, our hearts may always be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 12:1-6
P: In those days Isaiah prophesied: In that day you will say: "O LORD, I will praise You; 
though You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, and You comfort me. Behold, 
God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; 'For YAHWEH, the LORD, is my strength 
and song; He also has become my salvation.'" Therefore with joy you will draw water from 
the wells of salvation. And in that day you will say: "Praise the LORD, call upon His name; 
declare His deeds among the peoples, make mention that His name is exalted. Sing to the 
LORD, for He has done excellent things; this is known in all the earth.  Cry out and shout, O 
inhabitant of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel in your midst!"
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

First Alleluia Verse (All)   
Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
(All) Alleluia! Alleluia! The right hand of the Lord `is exalted:/ The right hand of the Lord 
does valiantly. `Alleluia!
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Epistle: James 1:16-21
P: Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 
of turning. Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind 
of first fruits of His creatures. So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the 
implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Alleluia Verse (Pastor)  Tone 1

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ, being raised from the dead, dies no more: Death no longer has 
dominion over Him. Alleluia!
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sequence Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal 187, Christ Is Arisen
C: Christ is arisen From the grave’s dark prison.

We now rejoice with gladness; Christ will end all sadness, Lord, have mercy.
All our hopes were ended Had Jesus not ascended From the grave triumphantly, 
For this, Lord Christ, we worship Thee. Lord, have mercy.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We now rejoice with gladness;
Christ will end all sadness. Lord, have mercy.

Holy Gospel: St. John 16:5-15
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. John, the 16th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

At that time Jesus said: “But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 
'Where are You going?' But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. And when He 
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, 
because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see 
Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. I still have many things to
say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, 
He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
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hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take 
of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said 
that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.”
P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.

7



     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 378, Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice, sts. 1-4
C: Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing,

And, with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God hath done, How His right arm the vict’ry won;
Right dearly it hath cost Him.

Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; Death brooded darkly o’er me.
Sin was my torment night and day; in sin my mother bore me.
Yea, deep and deeper still I fell; Life had become a living hell,
So firmly sin possessed me.

My good works so imperfect were, They had no pow’r to aid me;
My will God’s judgments could not bear, Yea, prone to evil made me;
Grief drove me to despair, and I Had nothing left me but to die;
To hell I fast was sinking.

But God beheld my wretched state Before the world’s foundation,
And, mindful of His mercies great, He planned my soul’s salvation.
A father’s heart He turned to me, Sought my redemption fervently;
He gave His dearest Treasure.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal 230, Holy Spirit, God of Love
C: Holy Spirit, God of Love, Who our night dost brighten,

Poured on us from heav’n above, Now our faith enlighten.
In Thy light we gather here; Show us that Christ’s promise clear 
Is Amen forever.  Jesus, our ascended Lord,
Oh, fulfill Thy gracious Word: Bless us with Thy favor!

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.
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Chief Hymn: 378, Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice, sts. 5-10
C: He spoke to His beloved Son: “Tis time to have compassion.

Then go, bright Jewel of My crown, and bring to man salvation.
From sin and sorrow set him free; Slay bitter death for him, that he
May live with Thee forever.”

The Son obeyed Him cheerfully, And born of virgin mother,
Came down upon the earth to me That He might be my Brother.
His mighty power doth work unseen, He came in fashion poor and mean,
And took the devil captive.

He sweetly said: “Hold fast by me, I am thy Rock and Castle.
Thy Ransom I myself will be; for thee I strive and wrestle.
For I am with thee, I am thine, And evermore thou shalt be mine;
The foe shall not divide us.

“The foe shall shed My precious blood, me of My life bereaving.
All this I suffer for thy good; Be steadfast and believing.
Life shall from death the vict’ry win; My innocence shall bear thy sin;
So art thou blest forever.

“Now to My Father I depart, From earth to heav’n ascending.,
Thence heav’nly wisdom to impart, The Holy Spirit sending.
He shall in trouble comfort thee, Teach thee to know and follow me
And to the truth conduct thee.

“What I have done and taught, teach thou, My ways forsake thou never;
So shall My kingdom flourish now And God be praised forever.
Take heed lest men with base alloy The heav’nly treasure should destroy;
This counsel I bequeath thee.”

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion

The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 
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P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface & Sanctus: pp. 73-76
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; but chiefly are we bound to praise You 
for the glorious resurrection of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for He is the very Paschal 
Lamb which was offered for us and hath taken away the sins of the world.  By His death He 
has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again He has restored to us everlasting life.   
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79
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When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

Hymn of Thanksgiving: 310, At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
C: At the Lamb’s high feast we sing Praise to Our victorious King,

Who has washed us in the tide Flowing from His pierced side. Alleluia!

Praise we Him, whose love divine Gives His sacred blood for wine,
Gives His body for the feast – Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluia!

Where the paschal blood is poured, Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword;
Israel’s hosts triumphant go Through the wave that drowns the foe. Alleluia!

Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, Paschal victim, paschal bread;
With sincerity and love Eat we manna from above. Alleluia!

Mighty Victim from the sky, Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight, You have brought us life and light. Alleluia!

Now no more can death appal, Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise, And Your saints in You shall rise. Alleluia!

Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in You to be. Alleluia!
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Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days: Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia!

The Collect of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: Almighty God, who gives the true Bread which comes down from heaven, even Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech You, that we who received the Sacrament of His 
Body and Blood may abide in Him, and He in us, that we may be filled with the power of His 
endless life; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 352, Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
C: Jesus Christ Is risen today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

Who did once upon the cross Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise, then, let us sing Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which He endured Alleluia! Our salvation have procured. Alleluia!
Now above the sky He's King, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as His love: Alleluia!
Praise Him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! Father, Son. and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Bible Studies: Following the Divine Service at Bethany we will be 
covering 1 Peter 1:1-12 in Bible study. In our Thursday study we have 
gotten sidetracked with other (important) discussions the past couple of 
times. This week we will finish John 17, thus completing the study of the 
End Times gospel chapters. A week from Thursday we plan to begin the 
survey of Old Testament Israel’s history in the Promised Land from the 

conquering of the land at the beginning of Joshua to the Babylonian Captivity at the end of 2 
Kings.

Mary/Martha Guild: Ladies, please let Pastor know if
and when this month’s meeting will be rescheduled so he
can put out the announcement.

The Elders are scheduled to meet on Thursday at 4:30pm.

The Feast of Ascension: A week from Thursday the church 
celebrates the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord into the Heavens. 
PLEASE READ THE ARTICLE for an explanation of Ascension – its 
history and development as a church festival, and its significance and 
meaning as a major event in the life of Christ and of our salvation. 
Ascension Eve Vespers will be observed at Concordia on Wednesday, 
May 25 at 6:00pm. The Divine Service with Holy Communion will be 

celebrated at Bethany on Ascension Day (May 26) at 5:30pm. Mark your calendars and 
make time to celebrate this joyous event!

Altar Guild: We are looking for additional volunteers to serve with Margaret Atchison on the
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Cleaning at Bethany  
May 16-28

Nathan & Debbie Larson

“The texts of holy Scripture are indeed of themselves the most beautiful music,
which gives comfort and life amidst the pangs of death, and creates true gladness
in the heart. But when a sweet a heartfelt tune is added, since a good melody is

also the fair creation and gift of God, then the song aquires a new force and
enters more deeply into the heart.” 

- 16th century Lutheran Pastor, Johann Mathesius



Bethany Altar Guild. Duties include setting up the Holy Communion on Saturday (or before 
church on Sunday morning) and cleansing the vessels on Sunday after the Service. If you are 
willing to help out, please speak with Margaret or Pastor.

Flower Chart: Flowers traditionally adorn the church’s altar to beautify the 
Services of God’s House with living plants of His creation. Did you know that 
the flowers at Bethany are provided almost exclusively by one person? We 
would like to spread around the privilege of contributing flowers. Next week a 
flower chart will be posted for the remainder of 2022. The Sundays will be 

listed, where folks can sign up to bring flowers. Flowers can be donated for a particular 
reason (in memory of a loved one, in celebration of a birthday, baptismal anniversary, 
wedding anniversary, etc.) or just because you would like to contribute. Please be thinking 
about when you will be donating flowers for the altar of our church.  

Oregon Family Council Voter’s Guide: The Oregon Primary is this week! Copies of the 
voter’s guide from the Oregon Family Council are on the back table. The point of the guide is 
NOT to endorse any specific candidate. Rather, it is simply to inform on where the various 
candidates stand on important issues, including issues of conscience for Christians, such as 
abortion and religious liberty.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

Monday: Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday: Pastor at Bethany
Wednesday: Pastor at Concordia
Thursday: Pastor at Bethany; Bible Study, 10:00am; Bethany Elders, 4:30pm
Friday: Pastor at Concordia
Saturday: Comm. Of Emperor Constantine the Great, Christian Ruler, and his Mother,
                 Helena; Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: Rogate: Fifth Sunday After the Resurrection
                           Concordia Service of the Word, 9:00am
                           Bethany Holy Communion, 11am
                           Bible Study for the Parish, 12:40am



Understanding the Church Year
The Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord

The Holy Week and fifty-day observance of 
Easter form the center of the Christian church year, for 
by His death and resurrection Christ won for us the 
forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. This is the 
foundation and basis of the entire baptismal life of the 
Christian, a point preached so well by St. Paul in 
Ephesians 2:1-5: And you He made alive, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins, in which you once walked 
according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works 
in the sons of disobedience, among whom also we all 
once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.  But
God, Who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), …

If Holy Week and Easter are the heart and center of the church year, then the
Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord is the goal toward which the entire first half of the
church year drives. Forty days after the Resurrection, our Lord Jesus, in the 
presence of His Apostles and other disciples, ascended into the heavens. On this day
the Father gave Him possession of the Kingdom of Heaven which He had gained by 
His suffering, death and resurrection. The Ascension, then, is the final triumph of the 
Lord. It is the climax and culmination of the Easter victory. It is the act of God which 
assures us of the Lordship of Christ – that He lives and reigns over all things for the 
preservation and eternal benefit of His beloved church, His little flock of elect 
believers.

Not only is the Ascension the final triumph of our Lord, it is also our final 
triumph, for in His ascension our Lord fulfills the promise that He made to His 
disciples in the upper room on Maundy Thursday: In My Father’s house are many 
mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 
that where I am, there you may be also (John 14:2-3).

As we celebrate the Feast of Ascension we are reminded that the victory of 
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Christ is also our victory as Paul says, continuing in Ephesians 2: [God has] raised 
us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. The 
inheritance of heaven is already our possession. We are already there with Christ 
though this victory and inheritance remains unseen and must be grasped by faith for 
the little while that we yet also remain on this earth.  

The words of hymn 218 in The Lutheran Hymnal state so well the great truth 
that Christians celebrate on this day:

Thou hast raised our human nature On the clouds to God’s right hand;
There we sit in heavenly places, There with Thee in glory stand.
Jesus reigns, adored by angels; Man with God is on the throne.

Mighty Lord, in Thine ascension We by faith behold our own.  (TLH 218:5)

What tremendous comfort and joy there is for the Christian to behold the 
Ascension of Jesus. Holy Week and Easter are the foundation of our faith.  
Ascension Day is the goal of faith. As Christians we are in the world but not of it. We 
are pilgrims on the earth and sojourners through this life. Heaven is where we want 
to be. Our Lord’s Ascension guarantees that heaven is indeed where we will be. We 
can see, then, why the Ascension has, since ancient days, been ranked as a major 
feast along with Christmas, Epiphany, Easter and Pentecost.  Instead of being 
transferred to the nearest Sunday, Ascension Day deserves to be piously observed 
by faithful Christians in our time as well.

Historical Background
It is likely that, in the first three centuries, Ascension was not observed by 

itself, but was connected with Pentecost – the Feast of the Holy Spirit.  Ascension 
Day is first mentioned in the Apostolic Constitutions – a set of liturgical and 
theological documents from the early years of the fourth century.  The ancient church 
historian Socrates (380 AD – 440 AD) mentions it as a universal feast, so very likely it
was celebrated as such for many years before.

After the Feast had established itself, it was soon regarded as the summation 
of all feast days of the church year and was observed with great pomp and 
ceremony. Great processionals out into the countryside and up to the top of hills 
became a customary ceremony for this day. Particularly in France, the custom was 
long established to hold a procession every Thursday of the year to remind people of 
Jesus’ Ascension. Also on this day, a figurine was often lifted up for the purpose of 
picturing the Ascension of Christ.

16



In the Lutheran Church, Ascension Day has always been counted among the 
great feasts of the church year. Most of the customs and practices of the Medieval 
Church were abolished, however, and the preaching of the Ascension message itself 
was emphasized.

Ascension Ceremony
The unique ceremony of the Ascension Feast is the extinguishing of the 

Paschal Candle. This special candle symbolizes the presence of the risen Christ in 
our midst for the 40 days following Easter. Thus, on Ascension, following the Gospel 
lesson – Mark 16:14-20 – the Paschal Candle is extinguished. This signifies the 
removal of Christ’s visible presence from the earth according to verse 19: So then, 
after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at 
the right hand of God. After the service the Paschal Candle is placed in some visible 
spot in the church and remains unlit except for funerals and baptisms.  
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Easter 5: Only the grace of God could supply as supreme a blessing as a 
mother’s company and comfort. In the same way (John 16:7b), the Holy Spirit 
gives life and saves life even and especially when sorrow fills the heart (John 
16:6). Indeed, the Word of forgiveness, joy, and hope He implants redeems both 
hopeless situations and helpless souls for everlasting celebration (James 1:21).  

Prayer: Ever-present Redeemer, embrace us with Your Spirit until we trust Your 
truth, follow Your way, and enjoy Your life. Amen.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year/One Year Lectionary – Lutherans For Life
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Hymns for Cantate: “Proclaim the wonders God
hath done!” It is fitting that the CHIEF HYMN for 
Cantate Sunday is Luther’s (1483-1546) first 
congregational Hymn: Dear Christians, One and 
All, Rejoice (ELH 378). Having discovered the 
pure Gospel and the joy that comes through 

salvation by grace alone through faith in Christ alone, Luther wrote this hymn in 
1523. Stanza nine fits well today’s gospel lesson from John 16:5-15: Now to My 
Father I depart, From earth to heav’n ascending, Thence heav’nly wisdom to 
impart, The Holy Spirit sending. He shall in trouble comfort thee, Teach thee to 
know and follow me And to the truth conduct thee. The tune is said to have been 
transcribed by Luther after he heard it sung by a traveling artisan.
The HYMN OF THANKSGIVING At the Lamb’s High Feast We
Sing (ELH 310) is a Latin hymn from the 6th-9th centuries.  Bringing
in Old Testament imagery, the hymn is a rich portrayal of the joy in
Christ emphasized during the Easter season.  One theologian has
summarized it this way: “The Easter joy of faith’s feeding upon
Christ and his sin-and-death-and-hell-conquering crucifixion and
resurrection is poetically pictured in this hymn as a feast at which
the blood of the Lamb is the wine that faith drinks, and the Lamb’s flesh, or body, 
is the food upon which it feeds during this victory banquet.  (F. Samuel Janzow)
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