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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS –  welcome to our Divine Service! If we can 
assist you in any way with questions about our confession
of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical 

service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
will strengthen and comfort you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks to You, that through 
Your Holy Spirit You have appointed us to bear witness of your dear Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ: We beseech You, inasmuch as the world cannot endure such testimony and persecutes 
us in every way, grant us courage and comfort, that we may not be offended because of the 
cross, but continue steadfastly in Your testimony, and be always found among those who 
know You and Your Son, until we obtain eternal salvation through the same, Your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

MAY 29, 2022 † 11:00 A. M.



The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: TLH 221, Hark! Ten Thousand Harps and Voices
C: Hark! Ten thousand harps and voices Sound the note of praise above;

Jesus reigns, and heav’n rejoices – Jesus reigns, the God of Love.
See, He sits on yonder throne; Jesus rules the world alone.

Come, ye saints, unite your praises With the angels round His throne;
Soon, we hope, our God will raise us To the place where He is gone.
Meet it is that we should sing, “Glory, glory, to our King!”

Sing how Jesus came from heaven, How He bore the cross below,
How all pow’r to Him is given, How He reigns in glory now;
’Tis a great and endless theme, Oh, ’tis sweet to sing of Him!

Jesus, hail! Thy glory brightens All above and gives it worth;
Lord of Life, Thy smile enlightens, Cheers, and charms Thy saints on earth.
When we think of love like Thine, Lord, we own it love divine.

King of Glory, reign forever; Thine an everlasting crown.
Nothing from Thy love shall sever Those whom Thou hast made Thine own,
Happy objects of Thy grace, Destined to behold Thy face.

Savior, hasten Thine appearing; Bring, oh, bring, the glorious day
When, the awe-full summons hearing, Heaven and earth shall pass away;
Then with golden harps we’ll sing, “Glory, glory, to our King!”

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you! 

C: Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
Introit           Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon (Pastor) Hear, O LORD, when I `cry with my voice:/ Al`leluia!
When You said, “Seek my face,” my heart said to You, “Your face, ` LORD, I will seek”:/ Do 
not hide Your face from me. Alleluia! `Alleluia! 
Psalm (All) The LORD is my light and `my salvation:/ Whom `shall I fear?
The Lord is the `strength of my life:/ Of whom shall `I be afraid?
Teach me `Your way, O Lord:/ And lead me in a smooth path, because of `my enemies.
For false witnesses have ris`en against me:/ And such as breathe `out violence.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more. Amen.
Antiphon (All) Hear, O LORD, when I `cry with my voice:/ Al`leluia!
When You said, “Seek my face,” my heart said to You, “Your face, ` LORD, I will seek”:/ 
Do not hide Your face from me. Alleluia! `Alleluia!

The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
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Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Collect for the Day
P: Almighty, everlasting God, grant us always to have a devout will towards You, and the 
desire to serve Your majesty with a pure heart; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Numbers 21:4-9
P: In those days the children of Israel journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, 
to go around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the 
way.  And the people spoke against God and against Moses: “why have you brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this 
worthless bread.”  So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; 
and many of the people of Israel died.  Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, “We 
have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that He 
take away the serpents from us.”  So Moses prayed for the people.  Then the Lord said to 
Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, 
when he looks at it, shall live.”  So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so 
it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

First Alleluia Verse (replaces the Gradual until Trinity Sunday)             Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
(All) Alleluia! Alleluia! God reigns o`ver the heathen:/ God sits on His holy throne. 
`Alleluia!  

Epistle: 1 Peter 4:7-11
P: Brethren: the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.
And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of 
sins.”  Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.  As each one has received a gift, 
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minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  If anyone speaks, 
let him speak as the oracles of God.  If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability 
which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 
belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.  Amen.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Alleluia Verse        
P: Alleluia! Alleluia! I will not leave you comfortless: I go, and I will come again to you, and 
your heart shall rejoice Alleluia!
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Sequence Hymn: 389, A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing, sts. 1, 5-7
C: A Hymn of glory let us sing: New songs throughout the world shall ring: 

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod, Ascendeth to the throne of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Oh, grant us thitherward to tend And with unwearied hearts ascend 
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Unto Thy kingdom's throne, where Thou, As is our faith, art seated now.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Be Thou our Joy and strong Defense Who art our future Recompense: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!
So shall the light that springs from Thee Be ours through all eternity.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to Thee let earth accord, 
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Who art, while endless ages run, With Father and with Spirit One.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Holy Gospel: St. John 15:26 – 16:4
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. John, the 15th & 16th chapters: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.
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At that time Jesus said: When the Helper comes, Whom I shall send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth Who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.  And you also will 
bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning.  These things I have 
spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble.  They will put you out of the 
synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God 
service.  And these things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me.
But these things I have told you, that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you
of them.  And these things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.  

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
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          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 396, If God Had Not Been on Our Side
C: If God had not been on our side And had not come to aid us,

The foes with all their power and pride Would surely have dismayed us;
For we, His flock, would have to fear The threat of men both far and near
Who rise in might against us.

Their furious wrath, did God permit, Would surely have consumed us
And as a deep and yawning pit With life and limb entombed us.
Like men o'er whom dark waters roll Their wrath would have engulfed our soul
And, like a flood, o'erwhelmed us.

Blest be the Lord, who foiled their threat That they could not devour us;
Our souls, like birds, escaped their net, They could not overpower us.
The snare is boken-we are free! Our help is ever, Lord, in Thee,
Who madest earth and heaven.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal 230, Holy Spirit, God of Love
C: Holy Spirit, God of Love, Who our night dost brighten,

Poured on us from heav’n above, Now our faith enlighten.
In Thy light we gather here; Show us that Christ’s promise clear 
Is Amen forever.  Jesus, our ascended Lord,
Oh, fulfill Thy gracious Word: Bless us with Thy favor!
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The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Hymn of Preparation: 397, O Christ, Our Hope, Our Heart’s Desire (Tune: 153)
C: O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ desire, Redemption’s only spring!

Creator of the world art Thou, Its Savior and its King, 
Its Savior and its King.

How vast the mercy and the love Which laid our sins on Thee,
And led Thee to a cruel death To set Thy people free, 
To set Thy people free!

But now the bands of death are burst, The ransom has been paid!
And Thou art on Thy Father’s throne, In glorious robes arrayed, 
In glorious robes arrayed.

O may Thy mighty love prevail Our sinful souls to spare!
O may we come before Thy throne And find acceptance there,
And find acceptance there!

O Christ, be Thou our present joy, Our future great reward;
Our only glory may it be To glory in the Lord,
To glory in the Lord!

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion

The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface & Sanctus: pp. 73-76
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
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to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after
His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into 
heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine nature. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79

When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.
The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
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have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

The Nunc Dimittis: pp. 81-82
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

The Collect of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: Almighty God, who gives the true Bread which comes down from heaven, even Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech You, that we who received the Sacrament of His 
Body and Blood may abide in Him, and He in us, that we may be filled with the power of His 
endless life; who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
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C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 246, God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It
C: God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ!

He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worthy more than any
That brought me salvation free Lasting to eternity!

Sins, disturb my soul no longer; I am baptized into Christ.
I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood, Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ.
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve travelled, All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny, God my Lord unites with me!

Death, you cannot end my gladness; I am baptized into Christ!
When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit Paradise!
Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine To make life immortal mine.

There is nothing worthy comparing to this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring Even there I’ll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising:
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of Paradise!

OUR LIFE TOGETHER
Bible Studies: Following the Divine Service at Bethany we will be covering the remainder 
of 1 Peter 1:3-12 in Bible study on the baptismal Inheritance before moving on to 1:13-25 on 
Holiness in Christ. After an intro to our survey of Old Testament Israel’s history in the 
Promised Land, this week we will get into Joshua.

The Feast of Pentecost, the fifth high feast of the church is next Sunday. As the Feast of 
the Holy Spirit, Pentecost ranks in important with Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, and 
Ascension. Plan to keep the Feast in the Church! Please read the bulletin insert explaining the 
history and meaning this Holy Day. 
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Altar Guild: Ladies, please speak with Margaret Atchison about helping with set up for 
communion and cleansing the sacred vessels after the Divine Service each week. Thank you!

 Flower Chart: A flower chart is posted for the remainder of 2022 on the back 
bulletin board. The Sundays are listed, where you may sign up to bring flowers. 
Flowers can be donated for a particular reason (in memory of a loved one, in 
celebration of a birthday, baptismal anniversary, wedding anniversary, etc.) or 
just because you would like to contribute. Who brought flowers when and for 

what reason will be noted in the bulletin each week.

Revelation Bible Study… The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily 15-minute 
verse-by-verse Bible study produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted 
by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon. Last week Pastor Weedon began a study on the Book of 
Revelation. The first few sessions were very good! You can listen on-demand at 
thewordendures.org. You can also download the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast 
provider.

Apologetics & Worldview Center: Hard copies of the
new one-page article from our synod’s Center for
Apologetics & Worldview are on the back table. It is
entitled: A Small Bit of Evidence that the Bible Is True by
Bethany College Biology Professor, Dr. Doyle Holbird.
Take a copy or few and pass them on!

Pastor & Kristen will be out of town over the weekend of Sunday, June 12. They will be
in Nebraska for Kristen’s parents’ 50th Wedding Anniversary. There will still be church so plan
to keep the Lord’s Day holy! Nathan Larson will be leading worship in Pastor’s absence.
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Cleaning at Bethany  
May 30 – June 11

Howell/Swigart

Sunday After the Ascension: The loving Creator’s presence and power surmounts 
every impediment to life and sanctifies all its impairments. He works new life in those as 
dead as stones (Ezekiel 36:26), abundant life among those as abandoned as exiles 
(Ezekiel 36:24, 28), and everlasting life for those as bereft as beggars (Ezekiel 36:29-
30). Jesus stoops these gifts into – and brings them up out of – every kind of 
uncleanness (Ezekiel 36:25). 

Prayer: Dear Father, invite and involve us in Your overcoming. Amen.  

Life Thoughts in the Church Year/One Year Lectionary – Lutherans For Life



Understanding the Church Year: The Feast of Holy Pentecost

Introduction
50 days after Easter, we celebrate the third of the three great 

high feasts of the Christian Church: The Feast of Holy Pentecost.  
Pentecost commemorates the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  This 
Sunday is also known as Whitsunday, a word that comes from the old 
English word hwita sunnandaeg.  It is so named after the ancient 
custom of those baptized on the Vigil of Pentecost wearing white 
baptismal robes on this day.

It is fitting that Pentecost be celebrated in the same festive 
manner and spirit in which Christmas and Easter are celebrated.  
Sadly, it is all too often treated as just another Sunday.  Secular culture
does not recognize Pentecost as a holiday.  There are no Pentecost 

cards in the Hallmark store and people do not gather with their families for Pentecost 
dinners.  Furthermore, Pentecost always falls in May, the same month as Memorial Day, 
Mother’s Day, and various end-of-school-year activities.  Hence, this high feast day often 
gets eclipsed or ignored altogether.

We would never dream of pushing aside the celebration of Christmas and Easter for 
some other activity (at least I hope we wouldn’t).  The same ought to hold true for Pentecost. 
Without Pentecost there would be no Christmas and Easter for us.  Pentecost is literally what
makes Christmas and Easter a reality for us who live after the time of Christ’s death and 
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

Monday: Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday: Pastor in Gresham at monthly circuit study
Wednesday: Comm. of St. Justin the Martyr; Pastor at Concordia
Thursday: Pastor at Bethany; Bible Study, 10:00am; Bethany Elders, 4:30pm
Friday: Pastor at Concordia
Saturday: Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: FEAST OF HOLY PENTECOST
                           Concordia Holy Communion, 9:00am
                           Bethany Holy Communion, 11am
                           Bible Study for the Parish, 12:40am



resurrection.  One of our church’s official confessions: the Large Catechism of Dr. Martin 
Luther, puts it this way under the 3rd Article of the Creed:

Neither you nor I could ever know anything about Christ or believe in Him and receive
Him as our Lord if it were not first offered to us and laid on our hearts by the Holy Spirit 
through the preaching of the Gospel.  The redemptive work has taken place and is 
finished, for Christ has purchased and won the treasure for us through His suffering, 
death, resurrection, etc.  But if that saving action stays hidden and no one knows about it, 
then it would all be for nothing, wasted.  In order that this treasure might not remain buried
but be taken up and enjoyed, God has let the Word go forth and be proclaimed.  In the 
Word He has given us His Holy Spirit to lay the treasure of redemption on our hearts and 
make it our very own.  Thus to sanctify or make holy is nothing else than to bring us to 
Christ our Lord to receive this treasure, which we could never have obtained by 
ourselves.”

Pentecost in the Old Testament
A Pentecost feast was observed already in the Old Testament.  It was known as the 

Feast of Weeks (Exodus 34:22) and the Feast of Harvest (Exodus 23:16).  It was a kind of 
Thanksgiving Day and lasted only one day.  Like the Passover, the Old Testament Pentecost 
foreshadowed Christ and the ultimate Pentecost to come in a number of ways:

First, the Old Testament Feast of Weeks took place exactly fifty days after Passover, 
just as our Pentecost takes place fifty days after Easter.  For Israel, Pentecost marked the 
end of the great Passover season just as our Pentecost marks the close of the Easter 
season.

Second, the Old Testament Pentecost was a “harvest festival”.  So is the New 
Testament Pentecost.  But instead of being a festival dedicated to the harvest of foods, it is a 
festival dedicated to the harvest of souls, for the work of the Holy Spirit gives new birth to 
Christians who are the fruits of Jesus’ redemptive work.

Also, the Old Testament Pentecost originated on Mount Sinai where God gave the 
Law.  The New Testament Pentecost originated in Jerusalem, the city where Jesus’ work of 
accomplishing forgiveness and salvation was done.

Connected with this, when God gave the Law on Mount Sinai He was present in 
thunder, lightening, and a thick dark cloud of smoke, terrifying the Israelites.  On the Day of 
the New Testament Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came, there was no lightening and 
thunder, but only the fire of love burning within the hearts of the Apostles and tongues of fire 
resting on their heads.  On this day Peter preached a sermon of thundering Law, urging the 
people to repent of their sins.  When those whose hearts had been broken cried out, “Men 
and brethren, what shall we do?” Peter preached the Gospel.  He told them to be baptized 
for the forgiveness of sins.
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Pentecost in the New Testament and Early Church
The Feast of Pentecost was most likely already celebrated in apostolic 
times as the culmination of Easter.  In some churches a dove was made 
to descend from the church ceiling, symbolizing the descent of the Holy 
Spirit.  The descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles in tongues of fire
was also pictured by the scattering of roses from the roof of the church.  
Hence, the day became known in some areas as Pascha rosatum, the 
Paschal Day of Roses.  To symbolize the rushing of mighty winds, some 

resorted to the blowing of trumpets.
After the time of Charlemagne (8th century), the whole week of Pentecost was 

considered a time of celebration.  During this entire week manual labor was forbidden.  Later,
the time of the main celebration was cut to 1-3 days during which banquets were held, 
dancing took place, and special beers prepared by local parishes or colleges were sold with 
the proceeds distributed to the poor or used to repair the church building.

Pentecost in the Lutheran Church
In the Lutheran churches Pentecost retained its importance as a high festival, but most of the
medieval customs were abolished.  In most Lutheran territories the feast was observed over 
three days with church services, the ringing of the church bells and much music.  There are, 
however, no special ceremonies to speak of that are peculiar to Pentecost other than that it 
should be a highly festive celebration.  The only thing to highlight would be the use of red 
vestments on this day, symbolizing the fire of the Holy Spirit. 
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“Our help is ever, Lord, in Thee, Who madest earth and heaven!” Today’s CHIEF HYMN 
If God Had not Been On Our Side (ELH 396) is Luther’s (1483-1546) paraphrase of 
Psalm 124, written in 1524.  The tune is a Lutheran original, by the chief musician of 
Wittenberg, Johann Walter (1496-1570).  Luther knew the Psalms by heart from his time 
in the monastery.  He wrote hymns to confess and teach the faith and spread the newly-
rediscovered Gospel.  He used the Psalms as the basis and inspiration for some of his 
hymns.  Luther’s theological writings also show his familiarity with the Psalms.  He 
envisioned a plan to write a hymn for each of the 150 Psalms and he encouraged others 
to follow his example.  In all, Luther wrote five Psalm hymns:

Psalm 12: “O Lord, Look Down from Heaven, Behold” (ELH 440)
Psalm 14: “Although the Fools Say with Their Mouths”

Psalm 46: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” (ELH 250/251)
Psalm 124: “If God Had Not Been On Our Side” (ELH 396)
Psalm 130: “Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee” (ELH 452) 
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