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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! GUESTS – Welcome to our Service! If

we can assist you in any way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, 
understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that
the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly Father, we most heartily thank You that by 
Your Word You have brought us out of the darkness of error into the light of Your grace: We 
beseech You, mercifully help us to walk in that light, guard us from all error and false 
doctrine, and grant that we may not become ungrateful and despise and persecute Your Word, 
but receive it with all our heart, govern our lives according to it, and put all our trust in Your 
grace, through the merit of Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.



The Office of Matins
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 109

Hymn of Invocation: 2, Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord
C: Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord! Be all Thy graces now out poured

On each believer's mind and heart; Thy fervent love to them impart.
Lord, by the brightness of Thy light, Thou in the faith dost men unite
Of every land and every tongue; This to Thy praise, O Lord, our God, be sung.
Alleluia! Alleluia!!

Thou holy Light, Guide Divine, Oh, cause the Word of Life to shine!
Teach us to know our God aright And call Him Father with delight.
From every error keep us free; Let none but Christ our Master be
That we in living faith abide, In Him, our Lord, with all our might confide.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou holy Fire, Comfort true, Grant us the will Thy work to do
And in Thy service to abide; Let trials turn us not aside.
Lord, by Thy power prepare each heart And to our weakness strength impart
That bravely here we may contend,
Through life and death to Thee, our Lord, ascend. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Versicles: pp. 109-110
L: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

L: † Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Invitatory & Venite: pp. 110-111
L: O come, let us worship the Lord.
C: For He is our Maker.

C: O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.



Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him with 
psalms.
For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.
The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

Psalm 119:41-48 (spoken responsively)
Antiphon: I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed.

Psalm: Let Your mercies come also to me, O LORD, Your salvation according to Your word.
42So shall I have an answer for him who reproaches me, for I trust in Your word.
43And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, for I have hoped in Your ordinances.
44So shall I keep Your law continually, forever and ever.
45And I will walk at liberty, for I seek Your precepts.
46I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed.
47And I will delight myself in Your commandments, which I love.
48My hands also I will lift up to Your commandments, which I love, and I will meditate 
on Your statutes.

Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now: and ever shall be, forevermore.  Amen.

Antiphon: I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed.

Epistle: 1 Timothy 6:11-16
L: Brethren: Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.  Fight the good
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the 
good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  I urge you in the sight of God who gives 
life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius 
Pilate, that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's 
appearing, which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate,
the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable 
light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.
L: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.



Office Hymn: The Lutheran Hymnal 266, O God, Our Lord, Thy Holy Word
C: O God, our Lord, Thy holy Word Was long a hidden treasure

Till to its place It was by grace Restored in fullest measure.
For this today Our thanks we say And gladly glorify Thee.
Thy mercy show And grace bestow On all who still deny Thee.

Salvation free By faith in Thee, That is Thy Gospel’s preaching,
The heart and core Of Bible lore In all its sacred teaching.
In Christ we must Put all our trust, Not in our deeds or labor;
With conscience pure and heart secure Love Thee, Lord, and our neighbor.

Thou, Lord, alone This work hast done By Thy free grace and favor.
All who believe Will grace receive Through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
And though the Foe Would overthrow Thy Word with grim endeavor,
All he hath wrought must come to naught, – Thy Word will stand forever.

My Lord art Thou, And for me now Death holds no dreadful terrors;
Thy precious blood, My highest good, Hath blotted out my errors.
My thanks to Thee! Thou wilt to me Fulfill Thy promise ever
And mercy give While here I live And heav’nly bliss forever.

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 10:26-33
L: At that time Jesus said: Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will 
not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.  Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in 
the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops.  And do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell.  Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the 
ground apart from your Father's will.  But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  Do 
not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.  Therefore whoever confesses 
Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever 
denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.
L: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Introductory Homily

Hymn: TLH 387, Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice, st. 1
C: Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing,

And with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing,



Proclaim the wonders God hath done, How His right arm the vict’ry won;
Right dearly it hath cost Him.

Select Readings from the Augsburg Confession

Article 1: God
Our churches teach with common consent that the decree of the Council of Nicea 

about the unity of the divine essence and the three persons is true.  It is to be believed without 
any doubt.  God is one divine essence who is eternal, without a body, without parts, of infinite
power, wisdom, and goodness.  He is the maker and preserver of all things, visible and 
invisible [Nehemiah 9:6].  Yet there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
[St. Matthew 28:19].  These three persons are of the same essence and power.  Our churches 
use the term person as the Fathers have used it.  We use it to signify, not a part or quality in 
another, but that which subsists of itself.  Our churches condemn all heresies [Titus 3:10-11] 
that arose against this article...

Hymn: 592, Common Doxology
C: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatres here below;

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Article 2: Original Sin
Our churches teach that since the fall of Adam [Romans 5:12], all who are naturally 

born are born with sin [Psalm 51:5], that is, without the fear of God, without trust in God, and
with the inclination to sin, called concupiscence.  Concupiscence is a disease and original vice
that is truly sin.  It damns and brings eternal death on those who are not born anew through 
Baptism and the Holy Spirit [John 3:5].  

Our churches condemn the Pelagians and others who deny that original depravity is 
sin, thus obscuring the glory of Christ’s merit and benefits.  Pelagians argue that a person can 
be justified before God by his own strength and reason.         

Article 18: Free Will – Selections
Our churches teach that a person’s will has some freedom to choose civil 

righteousness and to do things subject to reason.  It has no power, without the Holy Spirit, to 
work the righteousness of God, that is, spiritual righteousness.  For “the natural person does 
not accept the things of the Spirit of God” [1 Corinthians 2:14].  This righteousness is worked 
in the heart when the Holy Spirit is received through the Word [Galatians 3:2-6]. … 

Our churches condemn the Pelagians and others who teach that without the Holy 
Spirit, by natural power alone, we are able to love God above all things and do God’s 
commandments according to the letter.  Although nature is able in a certain way to do the 



outward work (for it is able to keep the hands from theft and murder), yet it cannot produce 
the inward motions, such as fear of God, trust in God, chastity, patience, and so on. 

Article 19: The Cause of Sin
Our churches teach that although God creates and preserves nature, the cause of sin is 

located in the will of the wicked, that is, the devil and ungodly people.  Without God’s help, 
this will turns itself away from God, as Christ says, “When he lies, he speaks out of his own 
character” (John 8:44).

Hymn: TLH 387, Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice, sts. 2-3
C: Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay, Death brooded darkly o’er me,

Sin was my torment night and day, In sin my mother bore me;
Yea, deep and deeper still I fell, Life had become a living hell,
So firmly sin possessed me.

My own good works availed me naught, No merit they attaining;
Free will against God’s judgment fought, 
Dead to all good remaining. My fears increased till sheer despair 
Left naught but death to be my share; The pangs of hell I suffered.

Article 3: The Son of God
Our churches teach that the Word, that is, the Son of God [John 1:14], assumed the 

human nature in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  So there are two natures – the divine 
and the human – inseparably joined in one person.  There is one Christ, true God and true 
man, Who was born of the Virgin Mary, truly suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He did this to reconcile the Father to us and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but 
also for all actual sins of mankind [John 1:29].  

He also descended into hell, and truly rose again on the third day.  Afterward, He 
ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father.  There He forever reigns and has 
dominion over all creatures.  He sanctifies those who believe in Him, by sending the Holy 
Spirit into their hearts to rule, comfort, and make them alive.  He defends them against the 
devil and the power of sin.  The same Christ will openly come again to judge the living and 
the dead, and so forth, according to the Apostles’ Creed.  

Article 17: Christ’s Return for Judgment
Our churches teach that at the end of the world Christ will appear for judgment and 

will raise all the dead [1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:2].  He will give the godly and elect eternal life
and everlasting joys, but He will condemn ungodly people and the devils to be tormented 
without end [Matthew 25:31-46]. 



Our churches condemn the Anabaptists, who think that there will be an end to 
punishments of condemned men and devils.  Our churches also condemn those who are 
spreading certain Jewish opinions, that before the resurrection of the dead the godly shall take
possession of the kingdom of the world, the ungodly being everywhere suppressed. 

Hymn: TLH 387, Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice, sts. 4-6
C: But God beheld my wretched state Before the world’s foundation,

And, mindful of His mercies great, He planned my soul’s salvation.
A father’s heart He turned to me, Sought my redemption fervently:
He gave His dearest Treasure.

He spoke to His beloved Son: ’Tis time to have compassion.
Then go, bright Jewel of My crown, And bring to man salvation;
From sin and sorrow set him free, Slay bitter death for him that he
May live with Thee forever.

The Son obeyed His Father’s will, Was born of virgin mother,
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my Brother. 
No garb of pomp or power He wore, 
A servant’s form, like mine, He bore, To lead the devil captive.

Article 4: Justification
Our churches teach that people cannot be justified before God by their own strength, 

merits, or works.  People are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe 
that they are received into favor and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake.  By His death, 
Christ made satisfaction for our sins.  God counts this faith for righteousness in His sight 
(Romans 3 and 4) [Romans 3:21-26; 4:5].          

Article 5: The Ministry
So that we may obtain this faith, the ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering

the Sacraments was instituted.  Through the Word and Sacraments, as through instruments, 
the Holy Spirit is given [John 20:22].  He works faith, when and where it pleases God [John 
3:8], in those who hear the good news that God justifies those who believe that they are 
received into grace for Christ’s sake.  This happens not through our own merits, but for 
Christ’s sake.  Our churches condemn the Anabaptists and others who think that through their 
own preparations and works the Holy Spirit comes to them without the external Word.  



Hymn: 227, Salvation Unto Us Is Come, sts. 1 & 7
C: Salvation unto us is come By God’s free grace and favor.

Good works cannot avert our doom; They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone;
He is our one Redeemer.

Not doubting this, I trust in Thee, Thy Word cannot be broken,
Thou all dost call, “Come unto Me!” No falsehood hast Thou spoken:
“He who believes and is baptized, He shall be saved,” say’st Thou, O Christ,
And he shall never perish.

Article 6: New Obedience  
Our churches teach that [justifying faith] is bound to bring forth good fruit [Galatians 

5:22-23].  It is necessary to do good works commanded by God [Ephesians 2:10], because of 
God’s will.  We should not rely on those works to merit justification before God.  The 
forgiveness of sins and justification is received through faith.  The voice of Christ testifies, 
“So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done what was our duty’ ” (Luke 17:10).  The Fathers teach the same 
thing.  Ambrose says, “It is ordained of God that he who believes in Christ is saved, freely 
receiving forgiveness of sins, without works, through faith alone.”  

Article 20: Good Works – Selections 
Our teachers are falsely accused of forbidding good works.  Their published writings 

on the Ten Commandments, and other similar writings, bear witness that they have usefully 
taught about all estates and duties of life.  They have taught well what is pleasing to God in 
every station and vocation in life. … 

Furthermore, we teach that it is necessary to do good works.  This does not mean that 
we merit grace by doing good works, but because it is God’s will (Ephesians 2:10).  It is only 
by faith, and nothing else, that forgiveness of sins is apprehended.  The Holy Spirit is received
through faith, hearts are renewed and given new affections, and then they are able to bring 
forth good works.  Ambrose says: “Faith is the mother of a good will and doing what is right.”
Without the Holy Spirit people are full of ungodly desires.  They are too weak to do works 
that are good in God’s sight (John 15:5).  Besides, they are in the power of the devil, who 
pushes human beings into various sins, ungodly opinions, and open crimes. …

Without faith, human nature cannot, in any way, do the works of the First or Second 
Commandment (1 Corinthians 2:14).  Without faith, human nature does not call upon God, 
nor expect anything from Him, nor bear the cross.  Instead, human nature seeks and trusts in 
human help.  So when there is no faith and trust in God, all kinds of lusts and human 



intentions rule in the heart (Genesis 6:5).  This is why Christ says, “Apart from Me you can 
do nothing” (John 15:5). 

Hymn: 227, Salvation Unto Us Is Come, st. 8 & 10
C: The just is he – and he alone – Who by this faith is living,

The faith that by good works is shown, To God the glory giving;
Faith gives thee peace with God above, But thou thy neighbor, too, must love,
If thou art new created.

Faith to the cross of Christ doth cling And rests in Him securely;
And forth from it good works must spring As fruits and tokens surely;
Still faith doth justify alone, Works serve thy neighbor and make known
The faith that lives within thee.

Article 7: The Church
Our churches teach that one holy Church is to remain forever.  The Church is the 

congregation of saints [Psalm 149:1] in which the Gospel is purely taught and the Sacraments 
are correctly administered.  For the true unity of the Church it is enough to agree about the 
doctrine of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments.  It is not necessary that 
human traditions, that is, rites or ceremonies instituted by men, should be the same 
everywhere.  As Paul says, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all” 
(Ephesians 4:5-6).  

Article 8: What the Church Is
Strictly speaking, the Church is the congregation of saints and true believers.  

However, because many hypocrites and evil persons are mingled within them in this life 
[Matthew 13:24-30], it is lawful to use Sacraments administered by evil men, according to the
saying of Christ, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat” (Matthew 23:2).  Both the
Sacraments and the Word are effective because of Christ’s institution and command, even if 
they are administered by evil men.  Our churches condemn the Donatists, and others like 
them, who deny that it is lawful to use the ministry of evil men in the Church, and who think 
that the ministry of evil men is not useful and is ineffective.

Hymn: 212, Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head, sts. 1-2
C: Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head, Thou art her one Foundation.

In Thee she trusts, before Thee bows, And waits for Thy salvation.
Built on this Rock secure, Thy Church shall endure
E’en though the world decay And all things pass away.
O hear, O hear us, Jesus!



O Lord, let this, Thy little flock, Thy name alone confessing,
Continue in Thy loving care, True unity possessing.
Thy Sacraments, O Lord, And Thy saving Word
To us e’er pure retain. Grant that they may remain
Our only strength and comfort.

Article 9: Baptism
Concerning Baptism, our churches teach that Baptism is necessary for salvation [Mark

16:16] and that God’s grace is offered through Baptism [Titus 3:4-7].  They teach that 
children are to be baptized [Acts 2:38-39].  Being offered to God through Baptism, they are 
received into God’s grace.  Our churches condemn the Anabaptists, who reject the Baptism of 
children, and say that children are saved without Baptism.         

Hymn: 241, He That Believes and Is Baptized, st. 1 (Tune: 227)
C: He that believes and is baptized Shall see the Lord’s salvation;

Baptized into the death of Christ, He is a new creation. 
Through Christ’s redemption he shall stand 
Among the glorious heav’nly band Of ev’ry tribe and nation.

Article 10: The Lord’s Supper
Our churches teach that the body and blood of Christ are truly present and distributed 

to those who eat the Lord’s Supper [1 Corinthians 10:16].  They reject those who teach 
otherwise.  

Article 24: The Mass – Selections 
Our churches are falsely accused of abolishing the Mass.  The Mass is held among us 

and celebrated with the highest reverence.  Nearly all the usual ceremonies are also preserved 
… All those able to do so partake of the Sacrament together.  This also increases the reverence
and devotion of public worship.  No one is admitted to the Sacrament without first being 
examined.  The people are also advised about the dignity and use of the Sacrament, about how
it brings great consolation to anxious consciences, so that they too may learn to believe God 
and to expect and ask from Him all that is good.  This worship pleases God [Colossians 1:9-
10].  Such use of the Sacrament nourishes true devotion toward God.  Therefore, it does not 
appear that the Mass is more devoutly celebrated among our adversaries than among us. … 

Christ commands us, “Do this in remembrance of Me” [Luke 22:19].  Therefore, the 
Mass was instituted so that those who use the Sacrament should remember, in faith, the 
benefits they receive through Christ and how their anxious consciences are cheered and 
comforted.  To remember Christ is to remember His benefits.  It means to realize that they are 
truly offered to us. … Therefore, the Mass is to be used for administering the Sacrament to 



those that need consolation.  Ambrose says, “Because I always sin, I always need to take the 
medicine.”  

Because the Mass is for the purpose of giving the Sacrament, we have Communion 
every holy day, and if anyone desires the Sacrament, we also offer it on other days, when it is 
given to all who ask for it.  This custom is nothing new in the Church. … 
Therefore, since the Mass among us follows the example of the Church, taken from the 
Scriptures and the Fathers, we are confident that it cannot be disapproved.  This is especially 
so because we keep the public ceremonies, which are for the most part similar to those 
previously in use.  

Hymn: 327, O Lord, We Praise Thee, st. 1
C: O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,

In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourishes
Our weak souls that they may flourish. O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us pleading
In all trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy!

Article 11: Confession
Our churches teach that private Absolution should be retained in the churches, 

although listing all sins is not necessary for Confession.  For, according to the Psalm, it is 
impossible.  “Who can discern his errors?” [Psalm 19:12].  

Article 25: Confession – Selections
Confession in the churches is not abolished among us.  The body of the Lord is not 

usually given to those who have not been examined and absolved [1 Corinthians 11:27-28].  
The people are very carefully taught about faith in the Absolution. … Our people are taught 
that they should highly prize the Absolution as being God’s voice and pronounced by God’s 
command.  The Power of the Keys [Matthew 16:19] is set forth in its beauty.  They are 
reminded what great consolation it brings to anxious consciences and that God requires faith 
to believe such Absolution as a voice sounding from heaven [e.g., John 12:28-30]. … Our 
churches teach that naming every sin is not necessary and that consciences should not be 
burdened with worry about naming every sin. …

Hymn: 417, “So Truly As I Live,” God Saith, sts. 6-8
C: The words which absolution give Are His Who died that we might live;

The minister whom Christ has sent Is but His humble instrument.



However great our sin may be, The absolution sets us free,
Appointed by God’s own dear Son To bring the pardon He has won.

When ministers lay on their hands, Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes The purchase of His blood receives.

Article 12: Repentance
Our churches teach that there is forgiveness of sins for those who have fallen after 

Baptism whenever they are converted.  The Church ought to impart Absolution to those who 
return to repentance [Jeremiah 3:12].  Now, strictly speaking, repentance consists of two parts.
One part is contrition, that is, terrors striking the conscience through the knowledge of sin.  
The other part is faith, which is born of the Gospel [Romans 10:17] or the Absolution and 
believes that for Christ’s sake, sins are forgiven.  It comforts the conscience and delivers it 
from terror.  Then good works are bound to follow, which are the fruit of repentance 
[Galatians 5:22-23].  

Our churches condemn the Anabaptists, who deny that those who have once been 
justified can lose the Holy Spirit.  They also condemn those who argue that some may reach 
such a state of perfection in this life that they cannot sin.  The Novatians also are condemned, 
who would not absolve those who had fallen after Baptism, though they returned to 
repentance.  Our churches also reject those who do not teach that the forgiveness of sins 
comes through faith, but command us to merit grace through satisfactions of our own.  They 
also reject those who teach that it is necessary to perform works of satisfaction, commanded 
by Church law, in order to remit eternal punishment or the punishment of purgatory.

Article 13: The Use of the Sacraments
Our churches teach that the Sacraments were ordained, not only to be marks of 

profession among men, but even more, to be signs and testimonies of God’s will toward us.  
They were instituted to awaken and confirm faith in those who use them.  Therefore, we must 
use the Sacraments in such a way that faith, which believes the promises offered and set forth 
through the Sacraments, is increased [2 Thessalonians 1:3].  

Therefore, they condemn those who teach that the Sacraments justify simply by the act
of doing them.  They condemn those who do not teach that faith, which believes that sins are 
forgiven, is required in the use of the Sacraments.  

Hymn: 452, Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee, sts. 1 & 3
C: Out of the depths I cry to Thee; Lord, hear me I implore Thee!

Thy gracious ear incline to me; My prayer let come before Thee.
On my misdeeds in mercy look, O deign to blot them from Thy book,
Or who can stand before Thee?



Therefore my hope is in the Lord And not in mine own merit;
It rests upon His faithful Word To them of contrite spirit
That He is merciful and just – This is my comfort and my trust.
His help I wait with patience.

Article 14: Order in the Church
Our churches teach that no one should publicly teach in the Church, or administer the 

Sacraments, without a rightly ordered call.  

Article 28: Church Authority – Selections
Our teacher’s position is this: the authority of the Keys [Matthew 16:19], or the 

authority of the bishops – according to the Gospel – is a power or commandment of God, to 
preach the Gospel, to forgive and retain sins, and to administer the Sacraments.  Christ sends 
out His apostles with this command, “As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you …
Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld” (John 20:21-22).  And in Mark 16:15, Christ says, 
“Go … proclaim the Gospel to the whole creation.”  

This authority is exercised only by teaching or preaching the Gospel and administering
the Sacraments, either to many or to individuals, according to their calling.  In this way are 
given not only bodily, but also eternal things: eternal righteousness, the Holy Spirit, and 
eternal life.  These things cannot reach us except by the ministry of the Word and the 
Sacraments, as Paul says, “The Gospel … is the power of God for salvation to everyone that 
believes” (Romans 1:16).  Therefore, the Church has the authority to grant eternal things and 
exercises this authority only by the ministry of the Word.  

Conclusion to the Augsburg Confession – Selections
These are the chief articles that seem to be in controversy. … We have mentioned only

those things we thought it was necessary to talk about so that it would be understood that in 
doctrine and ceremonies we have received nothing contrary to Scripture or the Church 
universal.  It is clear that we have been very careful to make sure no new ungodly doctrine 
creeps into our churches.

The Te Deum Laudamus: pp. 114-116
C: † We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.

All the earth worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein;
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.



The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and only Son;
Also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of Glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a Virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
to be our Judge.
We therefore pray You, help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name now and evermore.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Kyrie: p. 116
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord’s Prayer (spoken)



Collects (congregation sings the Amens)

For the Anniversary of the Augsburg Confession
L: Lord God, heavenly Father, You preserved the teaching of the apostolic Church through 
the confession of the true faith at Augsburg: continue to cast the bright beams of Your light 
upon Your Church that we, being instructed by the doctrine of the blessed apostles, may walk 
in the light of Your truth and finally attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

For the Second Sunday After Trinity
L: O Lord, You never fail to help and govern those whom You bring up in Your steadfast fear 
and love: Make us ever revere and adore Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord. 
C: Amen.

For the Word
L: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your boundless grace, for the sake of 
Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel, and have instituted the holy Sacraments, that 
through them we may have comfort and forgiveness of sin; we beseech You, grant us Your 
Holy Spirit, that we may believe Your Word; and through the holy Sacraments day by day 
establish our faith, until we at last obtain salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 119
L: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit † be with us all.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 250, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
C: A mighty Fortress is our God, A trusty Shield and Weapon;

He helps us free from every need That hath us now o'ertaken.
The old evil Foe Now means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight; On Earth is not his equal.



With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the Valiant One, Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is. Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there's none other God; He holds the field forever.

Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us.
We tremble not, we fear no ill, They shall not overpower us.
This world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none, He's judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him.

The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it;
He's by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child and wife,
Let these all be gone, They yet have nothing won; The Kingdom our remaineth.

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Thank you to Nathan Larson for leading the worship this morning in Pastor’s absence. 
Pastor will be back in his study on Friday morning.

Semi-annual Voters Meeting: Bethany’s semi-annual meeting is tentatively scheduled for
Sunday, July 31 following the Divine Service. There will be a potluck dinner and then the 
meeting. Since this date is a months away, there is plenty of time to schedule the meeting for 

The artwork on the cover of today’s service folder is the motto of the Lutheran
Reformation: Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum – “The Word of the Lord

Endures Forever.”  These words, based on 1 Peter 1:24-25, are a confident
expression of the enduring power and authority of God’s Word. It first appeared in
the court of Luther’s prince, Frederick the Wise, in 1522.  He had it sewn onto the
right sleeve of the court’s official clothing, which was worn by prince and servant
alike. It was used by Frederick’s successors, his brother John the Steadfast, and
his nephew John Frederick the Magnanimous. It became the official motto of the
Smalcaldic League and was used on flags, banners, swords, and uniforms as a
symbol of the unity of the Lutheran laity who struggled to defend their beliefs,
communities, families, and lives against those who were intent on destroying

them.



another day if too many of the voters are unable to attend. Please let Nathan Larson or Pastor 
know if you are unable to be here for the meeting that day.

ELS Convention: The annual Convention of our Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod opens tomorrow morning and runs through Thursday 
morning. Pastor, Herb Klaviter, and Bob Rinehart are representing our 
congregation. Pastor will be serving as the organist for the Synod 
Sunday Worship Service in the Bethany College Chapel this afternoon 
at 4:00pm CST. Pastor will also be serving as one of the organists and 
also singing with the chorus for the Hymnfest in the Bethany Chapel 
on Monday evening. The convention will be live streamed at 

els.org/convention. Please keep the pastors and delegates in your prayers this week as they do 
our synod’s business and worship and fellowship together.

Bible Studies: Next Sunday in our Bible study following the Divine
Service at Bethany we will be covering the remainder of 1 Peter 1 on Life in
Christ – The Life of Holiness and getting into chapter 2. The Thursday will
also resume a week from Thursday (June 7). We are just beginning the survey
of Old Testament Israel’s history in the Promised Land, covering Joshua to
the end of 2 Kings. All are invited to attend one or both of the studies.

Daily Prayer & Devotion: Please take note of recent additions to the 
prayer list on our weekly Congregation at Prayer devotional sheet. Pastor 
also posts prayers and a hymn each day to facebook and sends them to the 
parish email list. If you are not on facebook or the email list and would 
like to receive these prayers, please speak with Pastor. The live stream of 
the Office of Matins (the church’s Morning Prayer) will resume a week 

from Tuesday. Matins is live streamed Tuesday-Saturday. The order on p. 109 in our hymnary 
is followed. The Psalm and Bible readings from the weekly prayer sheet are chanted and read 
and the daily prayers are prayed. 

Christ Centered, Cross-Focused…Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast 
produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. It is hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken. The show covers a wide range of topics from Bible studies & hymn studies, to 
various subjects touching popular culture and politics. All issues are dealt with from the 
perspective of a confessional Lutheran/Christian worldview. You can listen to any of the 
current episodes or pick one from the extensive archives at issuesetc.org. You can also 
download the free LPR app onto your cell phone.



Hope Medical Clinic: It is likely that the US Supreme Court will hand 
down its decision to overturn Roe vs. Wade any day now. Ever since 
Justice Sam Alito’s majority opinion in the current case was leaked in early
May, there have been attacks on three pregnancy crisis centers like Hope in
the state of Oregon and on the Oregon Right to Life headquarters. From 
Elizabeth Hartley, Director of Hope Clinic in The Dalles: “I love that in the
Word there are 365 Scriptures telling us ‘do not fear’. I take great relief in 

knowing that God is our source of peace and protection.” Please keep in mind Hope Clinic in 
The Dalles and in Hood River. They are preventing the murder of innocent children and 
providing much needed help at all levels to the very women and children being targeted by 
the abortion industry.  

Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) is live streamed 
this week on Saturday at 7:30am

Monday-Thursday: Pastor at ELS Convention in Mankato, MN
Monday: Commemoration of St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop & Teacher
Tuesday: Commemoration of St. Irenaeus of Lyon, Bishop & Teacher
Wednesday: FEAST OF STS. PETER & PAUL, APOSTLES
Friday: Pastor at Bethany
Saturday: FEAST OF THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
                  Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: The Third Sunday After Trinity
                           Concordia Holy Communion, 9:00am
                           Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am
                           1 Peter Bible Study for the Parish, 12:30pm

“The God who chose to give us life at the moment of fertilization is the same God 
who chose to rescue us and redeem us and give us salvation. And He did it by 
sending His Son, Jesus, to experience every stage of human life so we could be 
forgiven and given life everlasting with Him!”

Rev. Craig Michaelson, Faith Community Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, Nevada –
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org



442nd Anniversary of the Book of Concord

June 25 is not only the anniversary of the Augsburg Confession.  It is also the day on 
which the entire Lutheran Book of Concord was first published in 1580, exactly fifty 
years later.  

The 1703 printing of the Book of Concord was one of the first to include historical and
theological introductions.  Leipzig master engraver C. F. Boetius prepared the 
intricate engraving for the occasion that you see on the last page of today’s service 
folder.  

Top left: Elector Augustus I of Saxony, the man responsible for publishing the Book of
Concord in 1580.  Top right: Christian II of Saxony, who ruled 1591 – 1611; he was 
ruler when the Book of Concord was reprinted in 1602.  Center: The Saxon electors’ 
coat of arms.  Above is the Lutheran motto in Latin, Verbum Domini Manet in 
Aeternum: “The Word of the Lord endures forever.”  Two figures hold the banner.  
The one holding arrows symbolizes government’s duty to wage war when necessary. 
The other figure holds a dove’s feather, symbolizing the peace government is to 
protect.  God’s Hebrew name YHWH appears in a shining triangle, symbolizing the 
Holy Trinity.  

Right background: Two of the authors of the Lutheran Formula of Concord (1577), 
Martin Chemnitz (right) and Jacob Andreae (left) watch Elector August I sign the 
Book of Concord.  

Foreground: Heinrich of Albertine Saxony (who ruled 1539-41) subscribing to the 
Confessions.  To his left stands John the Steadfast of Ernestine Saxony, who ruled 
1525-32.  (The Albertine line of rulers took over the Ernestine territory in Wittenberg 
in 1547).  John the Steadfast is holding a book that says, “The Augsburg Confession,
June 25, 1530, Taught Alone.”
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