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Wednesday in the Week of Exaudi: The Sunday After the Ascension

Commemoration of St. Justin, Martyr
June 1, 2022

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Ascension Invitatory and Venite
Alleluia! The King ascends into heaven, alleluia:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

Alleluia! The King ascends into heaven, alleluia:



O come, let us worship Him.

Office Hymn: O Christ, Who Mountest Up the Sky - 17th century (Tune: 216)
O Christ, who mountest up the sky
To deck fair thrones for us on high,
Thine exiled sons in love restore
Unto their native land once more.

There gifts to all Thou dost afford
Thyself shall be our great reward;
How brief below our time of pain!
How long our pleasure shall remain!

With eye unveiled and sated heart
We there shall see Thee as Thou art,
And tell in hymns of sweet accord
Our love and praise of Thee, O Lord.

Lest we be orphaned of Thy love
Send down from Thy high halls above
The Spirit of adoption sweet
Salvation’s pledge, the Paraclete

Jesus, to Thee our anthems tend
Who shalt be judge at time’s last end;
To God the Father equal praise
And Holy Ghost through endless days. Amen.

Psalm 9 Tone 4
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Antiphon
Alleluia! `Alleluia!:/ Al`leluia!

Psalm
I will praise You, O LORD, `with my whole heart;/ I will tell of all Your `marvelous works.
2 I will be glad and `rejoice in You;/ I will sing praise to Your `name, O Most High.
3 When my ene`mies turn back,/ They shall fall and perish `at Your presence.
4 For You have maintained my `right and my cause;/ You sat on the throne judging `in 

righteousness.
5 You have rebuked the nations, You have de`stroyed the wicked;/ You have blotted out their 

name forev`er and ever.
6 O enemy, destructions are fi`nished forever!/ And you have destroyed cities; Even their 

memo`ry has perished.
7 But the LORD shall en`dure forever;/ He has prepared His `throne for judgment.



8 He shall judge the world `in righteousness,/ And He shall administer judgment for the 
peoples `in uprightness.

9 The LORD also will be a refuge `for the oppressed,/ A refuge in `times of trouble.
10 And those who know Your name will put `their trust in You;/ For You, LORD, have not 

forsaken `those who seek You.
11 Sing praises to the LORD, who `dwells in Zion!/ Declare His deeds a`mong the people.
12 When He avenges blood, He `remembers them;/ He does not forget the cry `of the humble.
13 Have mercy `on me, O LORD!/ Consider my trouble from those who hate me, You who lift 

me up from `the gates of death,
14 That I may tell of all Your praise In the gates of the daught`er of Zion./ I will rejoice in 

`Your salvation.
15 The nations have sunk down in the `pit which they made;/ In the net which they hid, their 

`own foot is caught.
16 The LORD is known by the judgment `He executes;/ The wicked is snared in the work `of 

his own hands.
17 The wicked shall be `turned into hell,/ And all the nations `that forget God.
18 For the needy shall not always `be forgotten;/ The expectation of the poor shall not per`ish 

forever.
19 Arise, O LORD, Do not `let man prevail;/ Let the nations be `judged in Your sight.
20 Put them `in fear, O LORD,/ That the nations may know themselves `to be but men.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
Alleluia! `Alleluia!:/ Alleluia!

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: 1 Corinthians 11:27
Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 1 Corinthians 11:27  

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Proper Reception of the Sacrament of the Altar
Who then receives this Sacrament worthily?
Fasting and bodily preparation are indeed a fine outward training; But he is truly worthy and 
well-prepared who has faith in these words, “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.”  
But he who does not believe these words, or doubts them, is unworthy and unprepared; For the 
words for you require truly believing hearts.

First Lection: Numbers 16:23-40
23 So the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the congregation, saying, ‘Get away from 
the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.’ ”
25 Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed 
him. 26 And he spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart now from the tents of these wicked 
men! Touch nothing of theirs, lest you be consumed in all their sins.” 27 So they got away from 
around the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at 
the door of their tents, with their wives, their sons, and their little children.



28 And Moses said: “By this you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all these works, 
for I have not done them of my own will. 29 If these men die naturally like all men, or if they 
are visited by the common fate of all men, then the LORD has not sent me. 30 But if 
the LORD creates a new thing, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that 
belongs to them, and they go down alive into the pit, then you will understand that these men 
have rejected the LORD.”
31 Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground split apart under 
them, 32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all 
the men with Korah, with all their goods. 33 So they and all those with them went down alive 
into the pit; the earth closed over them, and they perished from among the assembly. 34 Then all 
Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up also!”
35 And a fire came out from the LORD and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were 
offering incense.
36 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 37 “Tell Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, to pick 
up the censers out of the blaze, for they are holy, and scatter the fire some distance away. 38 The 
censers of these men who sinned [a]against their own souls, let them be made into hammered 
plates as a covering for the altar. Because they presented them before the LORD, therefore they 
are holy; and they shall be a sign to the children of Israel.” 39 So Eleazar the priest took the 
bronze censers, which those who were burned up had presented, and they were hammered out as 
a covering on the altar, 40 to be a [b]memorial to the children of Israel that no outsider, 
who is not a descendant of Aaron, should come near to offer incense before the LORD, that he 
might not become like Korah and his companions, just as the LORD had said to him through 
Moses.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Ascentiontide Canticle: Benedicte Omnia Opera (Song of the Three Young Men)  Tone 8
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Antiphon
We praise `the Lord, now,/ henceforth `and forever.

Canticle
O all you works of the Lord, `bless the Lord:/ praise Him and magnify `Him forever.
2O you angels of the Lord `bless the Lord:/ O you heavens, `bless the Lord.
3O you waters that are above the firmaments, `bless the Lord:/ O you heavens, `bless the Lord.
4O you sun and moon, `bless the Lord:/ O you stars of heaven, `bless the Lord.
5O you showers and dew, `bless the Lord:/ O you winds of God, `bless the Lord.
6O you fire and heat, `bless the Lord:/ O you winter and summer, `bless the Lord.
7O you dews and frost, `bless the Lord:/ O you frost and cold, `bless the Lord.
8O you ice and snow, `bless the Lord:/ O you nights and days, `bless the Lord.
9O you light and darkness, `bless the Lord:/ O you lightnings and clouds, `bless the Lord.
10O let the earth `bless the Lord:/ let praise Him and magnify `Him forever.
11O you mountains and hills, `bless the Lord:/ O all you green things upon the earth, `bless the 
Lord.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+16%3A23-40&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-4235b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+16%3A23-40&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-4233a


12O you wells, `bless the Lord:/ O you seas and floods, `bless the Lord.
13O you whales and all that move in the waters, `bless the Lord:/ O all you birds of the air, `bless 
the Lord.
14O all you beasts and cattle, `bless the Lord:/ O you children of men, `bless the Lord.
15Oh, let Israel `bless the Lord:/ praise Him and magnify `Him forever.
16O you priests of the Lord, `bless the Lord:/ O you servants of the Lord, `bless the Lord.
17O you spirits and souls of the righteous, `bless the Lord:/ O you humble men of heart, `bless the
Lord.
18 Let us bless the Father and the Son and the `Holy Spirit:/ let us praise Him and magnify `Him 
forever.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon
We praise `the Lord, now,/ henceforth `and forever.

Second Lection: St. Luke 19:29-48
29 And it came to pass, when He drew near to [a]Bethphage and Bethany, at the mountain 
called Olivet, that He sent two of His disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village 
opposite you, where as you enter you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it 
and bring it here. 31 And if anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?’ thus you shall say to 
him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.’ ”
32 So those who were sent went their way and found it just as He had said to them. 33 But as 
they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, “Why are you loosing the colt?”
34 And they said, “The Lord has need of him.” 35 Then they brought him to Jesus. And they 
threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. 36 And as He went, many spread 
their clothes on the road.
37 Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude 
of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they 
had seen, 38 saying:
“ ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!’
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
39 And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.”
40 But He answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones 
would immediately cry out.”
41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had known, even 
you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden 
from your eyes. 43 For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 
around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children 
within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you 
did not know the time of your visitation.”
45 Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those who [b]bought and sold in 
it, 46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house [c]is a house of prayer,’ but you have made it 
a ‘den of thieves.’ ”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A29-48&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25778c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A29-48&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25777b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A29-48&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25761a


47 And He was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of 
the people sought to destroy Him, 48 and were unable to do anything; for all the people were 
very attentive to hear Him.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Biographical Sketch of St. Justin, Martyr

Devotional Reading

Hymn: 396, If God Had Not Been on Our Side
If God had not been on our side 
And had not come to aid us,
The foes with all their power and pride 
Would surely have dismayed us;
For we, His flock, would have to fear 
The threat of men both far and near
Who rise in might against us.

Their furious wrath, did God permit, 
Would surely have consumed us
And as a deep and yawning pit 
With life and limb entombed us.
Like men o'er whom dark waters roll 
Their wrath would have engulfed our soul
And, like a flood, o'erwhelmed us.

Blest be the Lord, who foiled their threat 
That they could not devour us;
Our souls, like birds, escaped their net, 
They could not overpower us.
The snare is boken-we are free! 
Our help is ever, Lord, in Thee,
Who madest earth and heaven.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Morning Canticle: The Benedictus
Ascension Antiphon
I will not leave you comfortless, alleluia!: I go away and come again to you, alleluia!

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;



As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Ascension Antiphon
I will not leave you comfortless, alleluia!: I go away and come again to you, alleluia!

Kyrie, Lord’s Prayer & Apostles’ Creed
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father…

I believe in God the Father Almighty…

Collect for the Week of the Sunday After the Ascension 
Almighty, everlasting God, grant us always to have a devout will towards You, and the desire to 
serve Your majesty with a pure heart; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for the Commemoration of St. Justin, Martyr
Almighty and everlasting God, You found Your martyr Justin wandering from teacher to teacher, 
seeking the true God, and You revealed to him the sublime wisdom of Your eternal God: Grant 
that all who seek You, or a deeper knowledge of You, may find and be found by You; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for the Suffering and the Oppressed



Almighty God, heavenly Father; we praise Your fathomless mercy, with which You take pity on 
sinful men. All the prophets and apostles preach this to us in Your Holy Word. Let our hope not 
be put to shame when we pray to You for all who suffer at this time. For behold, the evil foe has 
become mighty, and the great ones of this world rule often with unrighteousness. O God, who in 
former times cause Your saints to overcome injustice, strengthen also today all who stand in need
of Your help. Grant that all prisoners of war – held as slaves and sacrifices of earthly wrath – 
may return to their home. Stand by all refugees and homeless people, and be their justice. Be a 
father to the widows and orphans with Your strong protection. Go through bars and fences to 
those whoa re imprisoned for the sake of Your name; strengthen them for a good witness, and let 
them not waver in the confession of Your name. Teach us through their example, and the 
example of so many holy martyrs, to be ever watchful of the confession of Your Son’s name. Let 
us not be put to shame when the evil foe lays his hand on us. But if it is Your will that we be 
persecuted for confessing Jesus as our Lord and only Savior, then support us in Your grace that 
we may withstand all trails, and grant us peaceful rest; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
Amen.

For the Morning
O Lord Jesus Christ, bright Sun of the world: Shine upon our spirit and drive away the night of 
sin, that we may walk in Your holy light all our life and even forevermore; You who live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † be with 
us all. Amen.


