
The Funeral Service for
†Thomas James Griswold†
April 5, 1943 – July 5, 2022

Bethany Lutheran Church (ELS)
The Dalles, Oregon

SATURDAY, JULY 16, 2022 † 12:00 P. M.



The Order of Service

Prelude Music

Invocation
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

Baptismal Sentences
P: In Holy Baptism Thomas James Griswold was clothed with the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness that covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that as many of us as 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death.”

C: “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.”

Baptismal Hymn: 241, He That Believes and Is Baptized (Tune: 227)
C: He that believes and is baptized 

Shall see the Lord’s salvation;
Baptized into the death of Christ, 
He is a new creation.
Through Christ’s redemption He shall stand 
Among the glorious heav’nly band
Of ev’ry tribe and nation.

With one accord, O God, we pray:
Grant us Thy Holy Spirit.
Look Thou on our infirmity
Through Jesus’ blood and merit.
Grant us to grow in grace each day
By holy Baptism that we may
Eternal life inherit!

Psalm 90 (spoken responsively between the Pastor and congregation)
P: Lord, You have been our dwelling place: in all generations.
C: Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the 
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world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.

P: You turn man to destruction, And say, “Return, O children of men.”
C: For a thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is past, And like a 
watch in the night.

P: You carry them away like a flood; They are like a sleep. In the morning they are like `grass
which grows up:
C: In the morning it flourishes and grows up; In the evening it is cut down and withers.

P: For we have been consumed by Your anger, And by Your wrath we are terrified.
C: You have set our iniquities before You, Our secret sins in the light of Your 
countenance.

P: For all our days have passed away in Your wrath; We finish our years like a sigh.
C: The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by reason of strength they are eighty 
years,

P: Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; For it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
C: Who knows the power of Your anger? For as the fear of You, so is Your wrath.

P: So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of wisdom.
C: Return, O LORD! How long? And have compassion on Your servants.

P: Oh, satisfy us early with Your mercy, That we may rejoice and be glad all our days!
C: Make us glad according to the days in which You have afflicted us, The years in 
which we have seen evil.

P: Let Your work appear to Your servants, And Your glory  to their children.
C: And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us, And establish the work of our 
hands for us; Yes, establish the work of our hands.

C: Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.
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Kyrie
P: O God, the Father in heaven:
C: Have mercy upon us.

P: O God the Son, Redeemer of the world:
C: Have mercy upon us.

P: O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter:
C: Have mercy upon us.

Collect
P: O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your lovingkindness shown to Tom and to 
all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now rest from their labors. Grant 
that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever.
C: Amen.

First Lesson: Selection of Scripture Passages
P: Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble.  He comes forth like a 
flower, and is cut down; he flees also as a shadow, and does not continue.  Behold, You have 
made my days as an handbreadth; and my age is as nothing before You, O Lord.  Truly, every 
man in his best condition is altogether vanity.  Thus says the Lord: Dust you are, and to dust 
you shall return.  By one man sin entered into the world and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for all have sinned.  Every man that has hope in Christ purifies himself, even as 
Christ is pure.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that everyone may 
receive the things done in his body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  
Therefore, beloved, let us escape the corruption that is in the world through lust, and seek 
now, in the day of salvation, the one Thing needful, which shall not be taken away from us.  
Let us fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal life, whereunto we are also called.  
May we be found in constant readiness for the final summons, ever waiting for our Lord and 
purifying our souls in obeying the truth through His Spirit, that, through His power resting 
upon us, we may overcome the world and be counted worthy at last to reign with Him 
eternally in heaven. 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 23: 371, The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want
C: The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want; He makes me down to lie

In pastures green; He leadeth me The quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, E'en for His own name's sake.

Yea, tho' I walk in death's dark vale, Yet will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod And staff me comfort still.

My table Thou hast furnished In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy, all my life, Shall surely follow me;
And in God's house forevermore My dwelling place shall be.

Second Lesson: Selected Scripture Passages
P: Blessed be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of 
all comfort, who has loved us, and has given us everlasting consolation and good hope 
through grace, and has begotten us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  Being 
delivered for our offenses, Christ Jesus was raised again for our justification, and has brought 
life and immortality to light through the Gospel.  He is the First Fruits of them that sleep, and 
He says: I am the Resurrection and the Life; he that believes in Me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live; and whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.  This corruptible flesh 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  The body is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory.  And as we have 
borne the image of the earthly, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly, the image of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body.  I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth; yes, says the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their 
works do follow them.

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.
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Apostles’ Creed
P: Let us confess the faith into which Tom was baptized, in which he lived, and in which he 
has reposed by reciting together the Apostles’ Creed:

C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

     And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified,
died and was buried.

He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heavenly
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

     I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn: 561, Abide with Me; Fast Falls the Eventide, sts. 1, 2, 5, 7, 8
C: Abide with me; fast falls the eventide.

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me!
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Family Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
members Earth’s joy grows dim; its glories pass away.
only Change and decay in all around I see;

O Thou who changest not, abide with me!

Thou on my head in early youth didst smile,
And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile,
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee.
On to the close, O Lord, abide with me!

I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

C: Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies;
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!

Reading of the Obituary

Sermon

Hymn: 302, The Tree of Life
C: The tree of life with ev’ry good In Eden’s holy orchard stood,

And of its fruit so pure and sweet God let the man and woman eat.
Yet in this garden also grew Another tree, of which they knew;
Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned Against whose eating God had warned.

The stillness of that sacred grove Was broken as the serpent strove
With tempting voice to Eve beguile And Adam too by sin defile.
O day of sadness when the breath Of fear and darkness, doubt and death,
Its awful poison first displayed Within the world so newly made.
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What mercy God showed to our race, A plan of rescue by His grace;
In sending One from woman’s seed, The One to fill our greatest need –
For on a tree uplifted high His only Son for sin would die,
Would drink the cup of scorn and dread To crush the ancient serpent’s head!

Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame Flows life eternal in His name;
For all who trust and will believe, Salvation’s living fruit receive.
And of this fruit so pure and sweet The Lord invites the world to eat,
To find within this cross of wood The tree of life with ev’ry good.

Intercessions
Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.

each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Lord Prayer

Nunc Dimittis
P: “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

Prayer
P: O Lord, almighty God and Father, from of old You have declared: “Even to your old age I 
am He; and even to gray hairs I will carry you; I have made you, and I will bear you; even I 
will carry you and I will deliver you”: we thank You that, according to Your promise, You 
have for so many years shown our departed brother Tom innumerable proofs of Your 
faithfulness and mercy. We thank You that You have granted him sufficient time for reflection 
upon Your merciful kindness to the fallen children of men and that You have granted him true 
repentance and godly sorrow over his sin.  We thank You that You have given him to drink 
deeply of that well of water which spring up into everlasting life, even the gracious 
forgiveness of his sins poured out upon him in Your holy Word and Sacraments and received 
by him through faith in Christ Jesus our Lord, which the Holy Spirit has worked in his heart.  
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And we praise and bless Your holy Name that now, in Your mercy, You have delivered our 
dear brother from all the labor and sorrow of this present life and receive his soul into the rest 
and peace of Your heavenly kingdom, there to await its reuniting with his glorified body on 
the last and great Day.  Grant unto us all, O God, we beseech You, that we may prepare for the
unknown hour of our death so that we may have a blessed departure from this mortal life.  
May we always be found in true Christian readiness and have our hearts purified through faith
in Christ, order our lives according to Your will, and more than anything else seek those 
things that are above where Christ is.  And at last we pray that You would deliver our souls 
from unbelief and despair, and let us fall asleep in peace and obtain the crown of everlasting 
glory; through Jesus Christ, Your, our Lord.  
C: Amen.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: Hymn: 406, Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart
C: Lord, Thee I love with all my heart 

I pray Thee ne'er from me depart, 
With tender mercies cheer me. 
Earth has no pleasure I would share,
Yea, heaven itself were void and bare 
If Thou, Lord, wert not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break, 
My trust in Thee no one could shake.
Thou art the Portion I have sought; 
Thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, 
My God and Lord, my God and Lord,
Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word.

Yea, Lord, 'twas Thy rich bounty gave 
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My body, soul, and all I have
In this poor life of labor. 
Lord, grant that I in every place
May glorify Thy lavish grace 
And serve and help my neighbor.
Let no false doctrine me beguile 
Let Satan not my soul defile.
Give strength and patience unto me 
To bear my cross and follow Thee.
Lord Jesus Christ, 
My God and Lord, my God and Lord,
In death Thy comfort still afford.

Solo: Lord, let at last Thine angels come, 
To Abram's bosom bear me home,
That I may die unfearing; 
And in its narrow chamber keep
My body safe in peaceful sleep 
Until Thy reappearing.
And then from death awaken me 
That these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, Thy glorious face, 
My Savior and my Fount of grace,

  Lord Jesus Christ, 
My prayer attend, my prayer attend,
And I will praise Thee without end.

Military Color Guard

Announcements

Postlude Music
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Officiant: Rev. Robert A. Lawson Jr.
Organtist: Mrs. Kristen Lawson

Thank you to everyone for attending Tom’s Memorial today. Following the Service
you are all invited to the Sunshine Mill Winery in The Dalles for refreshments and a

time of remembering Tom and celebrating his life. 

May his memory be eternal in the heavens.

† Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth 
and even forevermore. Yes, says the Spirit, that they may 

rest from their labors, and their works follow them. †
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