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Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Invitatory and Venite
O come, let us worship the Lord.

For He is our Maker.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

Office Hymn: 4, In Jesus’ Name



 In Jesus’ name Our work must all be done
If it shall compass our true good and aim, And not end in shame alone;
For ev’ry deed Which in it doth proceed,
Success and blessing gains Till it the goal attains.
Thus we honor God on high And ourselves are blessed thereby;
Wherein our true good remains.

In Jesus’ name We praise our God on high,
He blesses them who spread abroad His fame, And we do His will thereby.
E’er hath the Lord Done great things by His Word,
And still doth bare His arm His wonders to perform;
Hence we should in ev’ry clime Magnify His name sublime,
Who doth shield us from all harm.

In Jesus’ name We live and we will die;
If then we live, His love we will proclaim; If we die, we gain thereby.
In Jesus’ name, Who from heav’n to us came,
We shall again arise To meet Him in the skies,
When at last, saved by His grace, We shall see Him face to face,
Live with Him in Paradise.

Psalm 21 Tone 8
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Antiphon

Be exalted, O LORD, `in Your own strength!/ We will sing and `praise Your power.

Psalm
The king shall have joy in `Your strength, O LORD;/ And in Your salvation how greatly `shall 

he rejoice!
2 You have given him `his heart’s desire,/ And have not withheld the re`quest of his lips.
3 For You meet him with the bles`sings of goodness;/ You set a crown of pure gold `upon his 

head.
4 He asked life from You, and You `gave it to him—/ Length of days forev`er and ever.
5 His glory is great in `Your salvation;/ Honor and majesty You have `placed upon him.
6 For You have made him most `blessed forever;/ You have made him exceedingly glad `with 

Your presence.
7 For the king `trusts in the LORD,/ And through the mercy of the Most High he `shall not be 

moved.
8 Your hand will find all `Your enemies;/ Your right hand will find `those who hate You.
9 You shall make them as a fiery oven in the time `of Your anger;/ The LORD shall swallow 

them up in 
His wrath, And the fire `shall devour them.

10 Their offspring You shall de`stroy from the earth,/ And their descendants from among `the 
sons of men.

11 For they intended ev`il against You;/ They devised a plot which they are not a`ble to 



perform.
12 Therefore You will make `them turn their back;/ You will make ready Your arrows on Your 

string `toward their faces.
13 Be exalted, O LORD, `in Your own strength!/ We will sing and `praise Your power.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon is repeated

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: Romans 8:28
We know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Table of Duties – Citizens, part 1
What does God say to citizens?
Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.  St. Matthew 
22:21
Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake.  For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very 
thing.  Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs,
fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.  Romans 13:5-7

First Lection: Judges 15:1 – 16:3
4 Afterward it happened that he loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose 
name was Delilah. 5 And the lords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Entice him, 
and find out where his great strength lies, and by what means we may overpower him, that we 
may bind him to afflict him; and every one of us will give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.”
6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me where your great strength lies, and with what you 
may be bound to afflict you.”
7 And Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh bowstrings, not yet dried, then I 
shall become weak, and be like any other man.”
8 So the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh bowstrings, not yet dried, and she 
bound him with them. 9 Now men were lying in wait, staying with her in the room. And she said 
to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he broke the bowstrings as a strand of yarn 
breaks when it touches fire. So the secret of his strength was not known.
10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Look, you have mocked me and told me lies. Now, please tell 
me what you may be bound with.”
11 So he said to her, “If they bind me securely with new ropes [a]that have never been used, then
I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”
12 Therefore Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them, and said to him, “The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And men were lying in wait, staying in the room. But he 
broke them off his arms like a thread.
13 Delilah said to Samson, “Until now you have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me what you 
may be bound with.”
And he said to her, “If you weave the seven locks of my head into the web of the loom”—
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14 So she wove it tightly with the batten of the loom, and said to him, “The Philistines are upon 
you, Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep, and pulled out the batten and the web from the 
loom.
15 Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with me? You 
have mocked me these three times, and have not told me where your great strength lies.” 16 And 
it came to pass, when she pestered him daily with her words and pressed him, so that his soul 
was [b]vexed to death, 17 that he told her all his heart, and said to her, “No razor has ever come 
upon my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am shaven, then 
my strength will leave me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the 
Philistines, saying, “Come up once more, for he has told me all his heart.” So the lords of the 
Philistines came up to her and brought the money in their hand. 19 Then she lulled him to sleep 
on her knees, and called for a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his head. 
Then [c]she began to torment him, and his strength left him. 20 And she said, “The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!” So he awoke from his sleep, and said, “I will go out as 
before, at other times, and shake myself free!” But he did not know that the LORD had departed 
from him.
21 Then the Philistines took him and [d]put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza. They 
bound him with bronze fetters, and he became a grinder in the prison. 22 However, the hair of his
head began to grow again after it had been shaven.
23 Now the lords of the Philistines gathered together to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god,
and to rejoice. And they said:
“Our god has delivered into our hands
Samson our enemy!”
24 When the people saw him, they praised their god; for they said:
“Our god has delivered into our hands our enemy,
The destroyer of our land,
And the one who multiplied our dead.”
25 So it happened, when their hearts were merry, that they said, “Call for Samson, that he may 
perform for us.” So they called for Samson from the prison, and he performed for them. And they
stationed him between the pillars. 26 Then Samson said to the lad who held him by the hand, 
“Let me feel the pillars which support the temple, so that I can lean on them.” 27 Now the temple
was full of men and women. All the lords of the Philistines were there—about three thousand 
men and women on the roof watching while Samson performed.
28 Then Samson called to the LORD, saying, “O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray! Strengthen 
me, I pray, just this once, O God, that I may with one blow take vengeance on the Philistines for 
my two eyes!” 29 And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars which supported the temple, 
and he braced himself against them, one on his right and the other on his left. 30 Then Samson 
said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” And he pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on 
the lords and all the people who were in it. So the dead that he killed at his death were more than 
he had killed in his life.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Second Lection: Galatians 4:12-31
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12 Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you. You have not injured me at 
all. 13 You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you at the 
first. 14 And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received me as
an [a]angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 15 [b]What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I 
bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to 
me. 16 Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?
17 They zealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be 
zealous for them. 18 But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am 
present with you. 19 My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in 
you, 20 I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about 
you.
21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not hear the law? 22 For it is written that 
Abraham had two sons: the one by a bondwoman, the other by a freewoman. 23 But he who 
was of the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and he of the freewoman through 
promise, 24 which things are symbolic. For these are [c]the two covenants: the one from 
Mount Sinai which gives birth to bondage, which is Hagar— 25 for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in 
Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children— 26 but
the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all. 27 For it is written:
“Rejoice, O barren,
You who do not bear!
Break forth and shout,
You who are not in labor!
For the desolate has many more children
Than she who has a husband.”
28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise. 29 But, as he who was born 
according to the flesh then persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, even so it 
is now. 30 Nevertheless what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, 
for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” 31 So then, 
brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman but of the free.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Sketch of Ruth

Hymn: 226, By Grace I’m Saved, sts. 1, 2, 4, 9
By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;
My soul, believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Hath Scripture ever falsehood taught?
Nay; then this word must true remain:
By grace thou, too, shalt heav’n obtain.

By grace! None dare lay claim to merit;
Our works and conduct have no worth.
God in His love sent our Redeemer,
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Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth;
His death did for our sins atone,
And we are saved by grace alone.

By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,
Came down to earth to bear our sin.
Was it because of thine own merit
That Jesus died thy soul to win?
Nay, it was grace, and grace alone,
That brought Him from His heav’nly throne.

By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying;
IN Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’ voice.
My heart is glad, all grief has flown
Since I am saved by grace alone.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Canticle: The Benedictus
Antiphon
Through the tender mercy of our God: The Dayspring from on high has visited us.

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.

And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.



Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Antiphon is repeated

Litany of Thanksgiving, Lord’s Prayer, Apostles’ Creed
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our help is in the name of the Lord:
Who made heaven and earth.

Blessed be the name of the Lord:
Henceforth and forevermore.

Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
Let us praise and exalt Him forever.

Blessed are You, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven:
Above all to be praised and glorified forever.

O most high, omnipotent, good Lord God, to You belong praise, glory, honor, and all blessing:
For the sun, which is our day and brings us the light; which is fair and radiant with a very great 
splendor:

Praised be our Lord.

For the moon and for the stars, which You have set clear and lovely in heaven:
Praised be our Lord.

For the wind and for air and cloud, calms, and all weather:
Praised be our Lord.

For water, which is very serviceable to us and humble and precious and chaste:
Praised be our Lord.

For fire, by which You light up the night and which is fair and merry and very mighty and strong:
Praised be our Lord.

For the earth, which sustains us and keeps us and brings forth different fruits, flowers of many 
colors, and grass:

Praised be our Lord.

For all those who pardon one another for Your love’s sake and who bear weakness and 
tribulation:



Praised be our Lord.

Let us praise and bless the Lord, and give thanks to Him, and serve Him with great humlity.
Amen.

Our Father…

I believe in God the Father Almighty...

Prayers
Collect for the Week of the Fourth Sunday After Trinity 
Grant, O Lord, we beseech You, that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by 
Your direction that Your Church may joyfully serve You in all godly quietness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. Amen.

Collect for the Commemoration of Old Testament Matriarch Ruth
Faithful God, You promised to preserve Your people and save Your inheritance, using unlikely 
and unexpected vessels in extending the genealogy that would bring about the birth of Your 
blessed Son. Give us the loyalty of Ruth and her trust in the one true God, that we, too, might 
honor You through our submission and respect and be counted among Your chosen people, by the
grace of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Collect for the Morning
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new to us every morning, and, though we 
have in no way deserved Your goodness, You abundantly provide for all our needs of body and 
soul: Give us, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 
goodness toward us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


