
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Thursday in the Week of the Fourth Sunday After Trinity

July 14, 2021

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Invitatory and Venite
O come, let us worship the Lord.

For He is our Maker.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

Office Hymn: 2, Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord! 



Be all Thy graces now out poured
On each believer's mind and heart; 
Thy fervent love to them impart.
Lord, by the brightness of Thy light, 
Thou in the faith dost men unite
Of every land and every tongue; 
This to Thy praise, O Lord, our God, be sung.
Alleluia! Alleluia!!

Thou holy Light, Guide Divine, 
Oh, cause the Word of Life to shine!
Teach us to know our God aright 
And call Him Father with delight.
From every error keep us free; 
Let none but Christ our Master be
That we in living faith abide, 
In Him, our Lord, with all our might confide.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou holy Fire, Comfort true, 
Grant us the will Thy work to do
And in Thy service to abide; 
Let trials turn us not aside.
Lord, by Thy power prepare each heart 
And to our weakness strength impart
That bravely here we may contend,
Through life and death to Thee, our Lord, ascend. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Psalm 119:1-8 Tone 5
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Antiphon

With my lips `I have declared/ All the judg`ments of Your mouth.

Psalm
Blessed are the unde`filed in the way,/ Who walk in the `law of the LORD!
2 Blessed are those who keep His `testimonies,/ Who seek Him `with the whole heart!
3 They also do no `iniquity;/ They `walk in His ways.
4 You have `commanded us/ To keep Your precepts `diligently.
5 Oh, that my ways `were directed/ To `keep Your statutes!
6 Then I would `not be ashamed,/ When I look into all `Your commandments.
7 I will praise You with up`rightness of heart,/ When I learn Your `righteous judgments.
8 I will `keep Your statutes;/ Oh, do not forsake `me utterly!

Gloria Patri 



Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon is repeated

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation: Romans 8:36
We know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose. Romans 8:28

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Table of Duties – Citizens, part 1
What does God say to citizens?
Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.  St. Matthew 
22:21
Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake.  For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this very 
thing.  Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs,
fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.  Romans 13:5-7

First Lection: Judges 13:1-25
Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. 2 When he returned, he 
said to his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as 
my wife.”
3 His father and mother replied, “Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your relatives or 
among all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?”
But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me. She’s the right one for me.” 4 (His parents did not
know that this was from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for 
at that time they were ruling over Israel.)
5 Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the 
vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. 6 The Spirit of 
the LORD came powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he 
might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his father nor his mother what he had 
done. 7 Then he went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her.
8 Some time later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, 
and in it he saw a swarm of bees and some honey. 9 He scooped out the honey with his hands 
and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it. 
But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey from the lion’s carcass.
10 Now his father went down to see the woman. And there Samson held a feast, as was 
customary for young men. 11 When the people saw him, they chose thirty men to be his 
companions.
12 “Let me tell you a riddle,” Samson said to them. “If you can give me the answer within the 
seven days of the feast, I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes. 13 If you 
can’t tell me the answer, you must give me thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes.”
“Tell us your riddle,” they said. “Let’s hear it.”
14 He replied,
“Out of the eater, something to eat;
    out of the strong, something sweet.”
For three days they could not give the answer.



15 On the fourth[a] day, they said to Samson’s wife, “Coax your husband into explaining the 
riddle for us, or we will burn you and your father’s household to death. Did you invite us here to 
steal our property?”
16 Then Samson’s wife threw herself on him, sobbing, “You hate me! You don’t really love 
me. You’ve given my people a riddle, but you haven’t told me the answer.”
“I haven’t even explained it to my father or mother,” he replied, “so why should I explain it to 
you?” 17 She cried the whole seven days of the feast. So on the seventh day he finally told her, 
because she continued to press him. She in turn explained the riddle to her people.
18 Before sunset on the seventh day the men of the town said to him,
“What is sweeter than honey?
    What is stronger than a lion?”
Samson said to them,
“If you had not plowed with my heifer,
    you would not have solved my riddle.”
19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him. He went down to Ashkelon, struck 
down thirty of their men, stripped them of everything and gave their clothes to those who had 
explained the riddle. Burning with anger, he returned to his father’s home. 20 And Samson’s wife
was given to one of his companions who had attended him at the feast.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Second Lection: Galatians 3:1-22
You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 
portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After 
beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh?[a] 4 Have 
you experienced[b] so much in vain—if it really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does God give 
you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what 
you heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”[c]
7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw that 
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 
nations will be blessed through you.”[d] 9 So those who rely on faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith.
10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is 
everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”[e] 11 Clearly 
no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by 
faith.”[f] 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these 
things will live by them.”[g] 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.”[h] 14 He redeemed us 
in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so 
that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.
15 Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside 
or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 16 The promises 
were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many 
people, but “and to your seed,”[i] meaning one person, who is Christ. 17 What I mean is this: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A1-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29119i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A1-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29116h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A1-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29115g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A1-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29114f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A1-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29113e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A1-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29111d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A1-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29109c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A1-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29107b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A1-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29106a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+14%3A1-20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-6925a


The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by 
God and thus do away with the promise. 18 For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no 
longer depends on the promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise.
19 Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to 
whom the promise referred had come. The law was given through angels and entrusted to a 
mediator. 20 A mediator, however, implies more than one party; but God is one.
21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been 
given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22 But 
Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was promised, being 
given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Hymn: 227, Salvation Unto Us Is Come, sts. 1, 2, 5-7, 9, 13
Salvation unto us is come 
By God’s free grace and favor.
Good works cannot avert our doom; 
They help and save us never.
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 
Who did for all the world atone;
He is our one Redeemer.

What God doth in His law demand 
No man to Him could render.
Before this Judge all guilty stand; 
His law speaks curse in thunder.
The law demands a perfect heart; 
We were defiled in every part,
And lost was our condition.

Still all the law fulfilled must be, 
Else we were lost forever,
Then God His Son sent down that He 
Might us from doom deliver;
He all the law for us fulfilled 
And thus His Father’s anger stilled
Which over us impended.

As Christ hath full atonement made 
And brought to us salvation,
So may each Christian now be glad 
And build on this foundation:
Thy grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 



Thy death is now my life indeed,
For Thou hast paid my ransom.

Not doubting this, I trust in Thee, 
Thy Word cannot be broken,
Thou all dost call, “Come unto Me!” 
No falsehood hast Thou spoken:
“He who believes and is baptized, 
He shall be saved,” say’st Thou, O Christ, 
And he shall never perish.

The law reveals the guilt of sin, 
And makes men conscience-stricken;
The gospel then doth enter in, 
The sin-sick soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, look up and live! 
The law no peace to thee doth give
Nor can its deeds bring comfort.

All blessing, honor, thanks and praise, 
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace, 
All glory to His merit.
O Father in the heav’ns above, 
The work begun performs Thy love,
Thy worthy name be hallowed.

Morning Versicle
O satisfy us early with Your mercy.

That we may rejoice and be glad.

Canticle: The Benedictus
Antiphon
Through the tender mercy of our God: The Dayspring from on high has visited us.

Canticle
†“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: for He has visited and redeemed His people
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us; in the house of servant David;

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets: which have been since the world began;
That we should be saved from our enemies; and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers; and to remember His holy covenant
To perform the oath which He swore to our father Abraham; that He would grant unto us;

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies: might serve Him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness before Him; all the days of our life.



And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest: for you will go before the face of
the Lord to prepare His ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God: whereby the Dayspring from on high has visited
us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death: to guide our feet into
the way of peace.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore.  Amen.

Antiphon is repeated

A Litany of the Church, Lord’s Prayer and Apostles’ Creed
O God the Father, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named;
O God the Son, given to be Head over the church;
O God the Holy Spirit, Love of the Father and the Son;
O Holy Trinity, eternal Love:

Have mercy upon us.

By Your ministry of healing and forgiveness;
by Your seeking and saving the lost;
by Your words of eternal life:

Help us, good Lord.

By Your calling and training of the twelve apostles;
by Your promise to build Your church;
by Your institution of the holy sacraments:

Help us, good Lord.

By the love shown in Your crucifixion,
by the power of Your resurrection,
by the glory of Your ascension,
and by the indwelling of Your Holy Spirit:

Help us, good Lord.

That it may please You to strengthen and enlarge Your holy church in every land and to unite all 
those who profess and call themselves Christians, in faith and hope and charity:

We beseech You, good Lord.

That Your church may strive not for its own safety but for the world’s salvation, seeking only 
Your kingdom and Your righteousness:

We beseech You, good Lord.



That Your church may proclaim the Gospel throughout the whole earth and make disciples of all 
nations:

We beseech You, good Lord.

That You would grant to all ministers of Your Word and Sacraments the spirit of wisdom, power, 
and love, and call many more to the work of Your ministry:

We beseech You, good Lord.

That You would give to all Your people grace to understand and to believe Your Word, and to 
show forth their faith in their lives:

We beseech You, good Lord.

That we may reverently and rightly use Your sacraments and be strengthened in body and soul by
Your heavenly grace:

We beseech You, good Lord.

That You would remove from us all hatred, prejudice, and narrowness of thought that we may 
receive and rejoice in all that You reveal:

We beseech You, good Lord.

That You would guide us in all perplexities of belief and conduct that we may hold fast that 
which is true and faithfully confess You before men:

We beseech You, good Lord.

That regardless of the praise or contempt of the world, Your church may worship and adore You 
in spirit and in truth:

We beseech You, good Lord.

And as we pray for the church universal, so let us pray for God’s blessing on the church in this 
place:
Here may the faithful find salvation and the careless be awakened. Amen.
Here may the doubting find faith and the anxious be encouraged. Amen.
Here may the tempted find help and sorrowful comfort. Amen.
Here may the weary find rest and the strong be renewed. Amen.
Here may the aged find consolation and the young be inspired. Amen.
Now to Him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or 
think, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Our Father…

I believe in God the Father Almighty...

Prayers
Collect for the Week of the Fourth Sunday After Trinity 
Grant, O Lord, we beseech You, that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by 
Your direction that Your Church may joyfully serve You in all godly quietness; through Jesus 



Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. Amen.

Collect for the Day from the Treasury of Daily Prayer
Almighty and merciful God, by Your gift alone Your faithful people render true and laudable 
service. Help us steadfastly to live in this life according to Your promises and finally attain your 
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

For the Morning
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new to us every morning, and, though we 
have in no way deserved Your goodness, You abundantly provide for all our needs of body and 
soul: Give us, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 
goodness toward us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


