
Psalms, Readings, Recitations, and Hymns for The Office of Matins
Feast of St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr

August 10, 2022

Opening Prayers
In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant, O Lord, that what we say with our lips we may believe in our hearts and practice in our 
lives; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Open our mouths, O Lord, to bless Your holy name. Cleanse our hearts from all vain, foolish, 
and wandering thoughts; enlighten our understanding, enkindle our affections, that we may recite
this divine office with attention and devotion, and so may be fit to be heard before the Presence 
of Your divine Majesty; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Versicles
O Lord, open my lips.

And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

† Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
Make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Invitatory and Venite
The Lord, the King of martyrs:

O come, let us worship Him.

O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him 
with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

The Lord, the King of martyrs:
O come, let us worship Him.



Office Hymn: O God, Thy Soldiers’ Crown and Guard - 6th Century
O God, Thy soldiers’ crown and guard,
And their exceeding great reward;
From all transgressions set us free,
Who sing Thy martyr’s victory.

The pleasures of the world he spurned,
From sin’s pernicious lures he turned;
He knew their joys imbued with gall,
And thus he reached Thy heavenly hall.

For Thee through many a woe he ran,
In many a fight he played the man;
For Thee his blood he dared to pour,
And thence hath joy forevermore.

We therefore pray Thee, full of love,
Regard us from Thy throne above;
On this Thy marytr’s triumph day,
Wash every stain of sin away.

O Christ, most loving King, to Thee,
With God the Father, glory be;
Like glory, as is ever meet,
To God the holy Paraclete. Amen.

Psalm 17 Tone 4
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Antiphon

Incline Your ear `to me, O Lord:/ and `hear my speech.

Psalm
Hear a just `cause, O LORD,/ Attend `to my cry;
Give ear `to my prayer/ which is not from `deceitful lips.
2 Let my vindication come `from Your presence;/ Let Your eyes look on the things `that are 

upright.
3 You have `tested my heart;/ You have visited `me in the night;
You have tried me and `have found nothing;/ I have purposed that my mouth `shall not 

transgress.
4 Concerning the works of men, By the `word of Your lips,/ I have kept away from the paths of

`the destroyer.
5 Uphold my `steps in Your paths,/ That my foot`steps may not slip.
6 I have called upon You, for You will `hear me, O God;/ Incline Your ear to me, `and hear my 

speech.
7 Show Your marvelous lovingkindness `by Your right hand,/ O You who save those who trust 



in You From those who rise `up against them.
8 Keep me as the a`pple of Your eye;/ Hide me under the sha`dow of Your wings,
9 From the wicked `who oppress me,/ From my deadly enemies `who surround me.
10 They have closed up `their fat hearts;/ With their mouths `they speak proudly.
11 They have now surrounded `us in our steps;/ They have set their eyes, crouching `down to 

the earth,
12 As a lion is eager `to tear his prey,/ And like a young lion lurking in `secret places.
13 Arise, O LORD, Confront him, `cast him down;/ Deliver my life from the wick`ed with Your 

sword,
14 With Your hand `from men, O LORD,/ From men of the world who have their portion in this 

life, And whose belly You fill with Your `hidden treasure.
They are satis`fied with children,/ And leave the rest of their possession `for their babes.
15 As for me, I will see Your face `in righteousness;/ I shall be satisfied when I awake `in Your 

likeness.

Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever `more.  Amen.

Antiphon is repeated

Weekly Bible Verse Recitation
Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both 
yourself and those who hear you. 1 Timothy 4:16

Weekly Catechism Recitation: Table of Duties
What does God say to wives?
Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands, as to the Lord. Ephesians 5:22
… as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are as long as you do good 
and are not afraid with any terror. 1 Peter 3:6

First Lection: 1 Samuel 25:23-44
23 Now when Abigail saw David, she dismounted quickly from the donkey, fell on her face 
before David, and bowed down to the ground. 24 So she fell at his feet and said: “On me, my 
lord, on me let this iniquity be! And please let your maidservant [a]speak in your ears, and hear 
the words of your maidservant. 25 Please, let not my lord [b]regard this scoundrel Nabal. For as 
his name is, so is he: [c]Nabal is his name, and folly is with him! But I, your maidservant, did not
see the young men of my lord whom you sent. 26 Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD lives 
and as your soul lives, since the LORD has held you back from coming to bloodshed and 
from avenging[d] yourself with your own hand, now then, let your enemies and those who seek 
harm for my lord be as Nabal. 27 And now this present which your maidservant has brought to 
my lord, let it be given to the young men who follow my lord. 28 Please forgive the trespass of 
your maidservant. For the LORD will certainly make for my lord an enduring house, because my 
lord fights the battles of the LORD, and evil is not found in you throughout your days. 29 Yet a 
man has risen to pursue you and seek your life, but the life of my lord shall be bound in the 
bundle of the living with the LORD your God; and the lives of your enemies He shall sling out, as
from the pocket of a sling. 30 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD has done for my lord 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+25%3A23-44&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-7888d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+25%3A23-44&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-7887c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+25%3A23-44&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-7887b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+25%3A23-44&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-7886a


according to all the good that He has spoken concerning you, and has appointed you ruler over 
Israel, 31 that this will be no grief to you, nor offense of heart to my lord, either that you have 
shed blood without cause, or that my lord has avenged himself. But when the LORD has dealt 
well with my lord, then remember your maidservant.”
32 Then David said to Abigail: “Blessed is the LORD God of Israel, who sent you this day to 
meet me! 33 And blessed is your advice and blessed are you, because you have kept me this day 
from coming to bloodshed and from avenging myself with my own hand. 34 For 
indeed, as the LORD God of Israel lives, who has kept me back from hurting you, unless you had 
hurried and come to meet me, surely by morning light no males would have been left to 
Nabal!” 35 So David received from her hand what she had brought him, and said to her, “Go up 
in peace to your house. See, I have heeded your voice and respected your person.”
36 Now Abigail went to Nabal, and there he was, holding a feast in his house, like the feast of a 
king. And Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk; therefore she told him 
nothing, little or much, until morning light. 37 So it was, in the morning, when the wine had 
gone from Nabal, and his wife had told him these things, that his heart died within him, and he 
became like a stone. 38 Then it happened, after about ten days, that the LORD struck Nabal, and 
he died.
39 So when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed be the LORD, who has pleaded 
the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and has kept His servant from evil! For 
the LORD has returned the wickedness of Nabal on his own head.”
And David sent and proposed to Abigail, to take her as his wife. 40 When the servants of David 
had come to Abigail at Carmel, they spoke to her saying, “David sent us to you, to ask you to 
become his wife.”
41 Then she arose, bowed her face to the earth, and said, “Here is your maidservant, a servant 
to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.” 42 So Abigail rose in haste and rode on a 
donkey, [e]attended by five of her maidens; and she followed the messengers of David, and 
became his wife. 43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and so both of them were his wives.
44 But Saul had given Michal his daughter, David’s wife, to [f]Palti the son of Laish, 
who was from Gallim.

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Second Lection: 1 Corinthians 4:1-21
Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover
it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I 
should be judged by you or by a human [a]court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I 
know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the 
Lord. 5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring 
to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the [b]counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s 
praise will come from God.
6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for your 
sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may 
be [c]puffed up on behalf of one against the other. 7 For who [d]makes you differ from 
another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why 
do you boast as if you had not received it?
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8 You are already full! You are already rich! You have reigned as kings without us—and indeed I
could wish you did reign, that we also might reign with you! 9 For I think that God has displayed
us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have been made a spectacle [e]to the 
world, both to angels and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in 
Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are distinguished, but we are dishonored! 11 To 
the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and we are poorly clothed, and beaten, and 
homeless. 12 And we labor, working with our own hands. Being reviled, we bless; being 
persecuted, we endure; 13 being defamed, we [f]entreat. We have been made as the filth of the 
world, the offscouring of all things until now.
14 I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you. 15 For 
though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; 
for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you, imitate 
me. 17 For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the 
Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.
18 Now some are [g]puffed up, as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you 
shortly, if the Lord wills, and I will know, not the word of those who are puffed up, but the 
power. 20 For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power. 21 What do you want? Shall I 
come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness?

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Third Lection (Gospel for St. Lawrence’s Day): St. John 12:24-26
24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it produces much [a]grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who 
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me;
and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us.
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Devotional Reading

Versicle for a Martyr’s Day
Precious in the Sight of the Lord.

Is the Death of His Saints.

Te Deum Laudamus: 45, We Sing Thy Praise, O God
We sing Thy praise, O God:
We own Thee as our Lord.

All the earth doth worship Thee:
Father from eternity.
Angel hosts and pow’rs on high:
Raise to Thee their joyful cry.
Cherubim and seraphim:
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Ever sing the glorious hymn.

Holy is God, our Lord:
Holy is God, our Lord:
Holy is God, our Lord, the Lord of Sabaoth.

Thy majesty and sov’reign might;
Fill heav’n and earth with glory bright.
The twelve apostles, one and all:
The holy prophets Thou didst call,
The white-robed saints, the martyr throng:
All praise Thy name in joyful song.
The Church doth honor and proclaim:
Throughout the world Thy holy name,
O Father on Thy heav’nly throne:
O worthy, true, and only Son.
O Holy Spirit, Paraclete:
To glorify Thee, as is meet.

O King of glory, Thee we own:
As Christ the Lord, th’eternal Son.
To save our race, Thou didst not scorn:
Of virgin mother to be born;
The pangs of death hast Thou o’ercome:
And opened heav’n to Christendom;
At God’s right hand exalted now:
His pow’r and glory sharest Thou;
Thou wilt return, our risen Head:
To judge the living and the dead.
Thy servants, Lord, now seek Thine aid:
Thy precious blood our ransom paid;

O let us share with all the blest:
The everlasting glorious rest.
Help us, O Lord, from age to age:
And bless Thy chosen heritage;
Feed them and keep with loving care:
And lift them up, O Lord, fore’er.

Day after day we Thee adore:
And magnify Thee evermore.

Vouchsafe almighty Lord, we pray:
To keep us free from sin this day.
Have mercy on us, Lord, we cry:
Have mercy on us, Lord, most high;



Show us Thy mercy and Thy grace:
Our trust in Thee alone we place.

O Lord, we put our trust in Thee:
Confounded let us never be. Amen.

Kyrie, Lord’s Prayer & Apostles’ Creed
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father…

I believe in God the Father Almighty...

Prayers
For The Feast of St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr
Almighty God, You called Lawrence to be a deacon in Your Church to serve Your saints with 
deeds of love, and You gave him the crown of martyrdom. Give us the same charity of heart that 
we may fulfill Your love by defending and supporting the poor, that by loving them we may love 
You with all our hearts; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

For the Week of the Eighth Sunday After Trinity 
Grant to us, Lord, we beseech You, the spirit to think and do always such things as are right, that 
we, who cannot do anything that is good without You, may by You be enabled to live according 
to Your will; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Amen.

For the Family
Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the Christian home among us: We 
beseech You so to rule and direct our hearts, that we may be good examples to children and those
subject to us, and not offend them by word or deed, but faithfully teach them to love You Church 
and hear Your blessed Word.  Give them Your Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring forth 
good fruit, so that our home life may advance Your glory, honor and praise, our own 
improvement and welfare, and give offense to no one; through the same, Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

For Our Nation and Community
Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage.  Grant that we remember Your 
generosity and constantly do Your will.  Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, 
and an honorable way of life.  Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and 
arrogance, and from every evil course of action.  Grant that we, who came from many nations 
with many different languages, may become a united people.  Support us in defending our 
liberties, and give those to whom we have entrusted the authority of government the spirit of 
wisdom, that there may be justice and peace in our land.  When times are prosperous, may our 
hearts be thankful, and in troubled times do not let our trust in Your fail; through Jesus Christ, 



our Lord.  Amen.

For the Morning
Send forth, we pray You, O Lord, Your light into our hearts; that we may perceive the light of 
Your commandments, and, walking in Your way, may fall into no error; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit † 
be with us all. Amen.


