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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS –  welcome to our Divine Service! If we can 
assist you in any way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, 
understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that
the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: We are concerned about
the spiritual welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who 
confess oneness with us in doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Almighty and everlasting God, by Your Holy Spirit You have 
revealed to us the Gospel of Your Son, Jesus Christ: We beseech You so to enliven our heats 
that we may sincerely receive Your Word, and not make light of it, or hear it without fruit, but 
that we may fear You and daily grow in faith in Your mercy, and finally obtain eternal 
salvation; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

AUGUST 21, 2022 † 11:00 A. M.



The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: 450, Lord, to Thee I Make Confession
C: Lord, to Thee I make confession: I have sinned and gone astray.

I have multiplied transgression, Chosen for myself my way.
Led by Thee to see my errors, Lord, I tremble at Thy terrors.

Yet, though conscience’ voice appall me, Father, I will seek Thy face.
Though Thy child I dare not call me, Yet receive me to Thy grace.
Do not for my sins forsake me; Do not let Thy wrath o’er-take me.

For Thy Son did suffer for me, Gave Himself to rescue me,
Died to heal me and restore me, Reconciled me unto Thee.
’Tis alone His cross can vanquish These dark fears and soothe this anguish.

Then on Him I cast my burden, Sink it in the depth below.
Let me know Thy gracious pardon; Wash me, make me white as snow.
Let Thy Spirit leave me never; Make me only Thine forever.

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.
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P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you! 

C: Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 2

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}
Antiphon (Pastor) As for me, I will call upon God, and He `shall hear my voice:/ He has 
redeemed my soul in peace from the battle that `was against me.
God will hear, and afflict them, even He who a`bides from of old:/ Cast your burden on the 
Lord, and He `shall sustain you.
Psalm (All) Give ear to my `prayer, O God:/ And do not hide Yourself from my 
`supplication.
My heart is severely `pained within me:/ And the terrors of death have fal`len upon me.
Fearfulness and trembling have `come upon me:/ And horror has `overwhelmed me.
I will pray, `and cry aloud:/ And the `Lord shall save me.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) As for me, I will call upon God, and He `shall hear my voice:/ He has 
redeemed my soul in peace from the battle that `was against me.
God will hear, and afflict them, even He who a`bides from of old:/ Cast your burden on 
the Lord, and He `shall sustain you.

The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
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You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Collect for the Day: p. 66
P: O God, You declare Your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Mercifully 
grant that we, who by Your grace in Christ have been made partakers of Your heavenly 
treasure, may cheerfully serve You also in this life, walking in the way of Your 
commandments; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for the Feast of St. Bartholomew, Apostle (August 24)
P: Almighty God, through Your Son Jesus Christ You chose Saint Bartholomew to be an 
Apostle to preach the blessed Gospel: give to Your Church evermore faithful teachers to 
proclaim the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament: Jeremiah 7:1-7
P: In those days the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, “Stand in the gate of 
the LORD’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, all you 
of Judah who enter in at these gates to worship the LORD!’” Thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: “Amend your ways and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place.
Do not trust in these lying words, saying, ‘The temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, 
the temple of the LORD are these.’  “For if you thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, 
if you thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor, if you do not oppress 
the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, or 
walk after other gods to your hurt, then I will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that 
I gave to your fathers forever and ever.  “Behold, you trust in lying words that cannot profit.  
Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, and walk after 
other gods whom you do not know, and then come and stand before Me in this house which is
called by My name, and say, ‘We are delivered to do all these abominations’? Has this house, 
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which is called by My name, become a den of thieves in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have 
seen it,” says the LORD.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All)   Tone 2

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}
Keep me, O LORD, as the ap`ple of Your eye:/ Hide me under the sha`dow of Your wings.
Let my vindication come `from Your presence:/ Let Your eyes look on the things `that 
are upright.

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
P: Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant:  You know that 
you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led.  Therefore I 
make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one
can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.  There are diversities of gifts, but the 
same Spirit.  There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.  And there are diversities 
of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.  But the manifestation of the Spirit is 
given to each one for the profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom through the 
Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the same Spirit,  to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to 
another the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually as He wills.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse        
Alleluia! Alleluia! O LORD, God of my salvation: I have cried day and night before You. Alleluia!
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Holy Gospel: St. Luke 19:41-48
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Luke, the 19th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.
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P: At that time as Jesus drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, “If you had 
known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace!  But now 
they are hidden from your eyes.  For days will come upon you when your enemies will build 
an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, and level you, and 
your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon 
another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”  Then He went into the temple
and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it, saying to them, “It is written, ‘My 
house is a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’”  And He was teaching 
daily in the temple. But the chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people sought to 
destroy Him, and were unable to do anything; for all the people were very attentive to hear 
Him.

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
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          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 212, Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head
C: Lord Jesus, Thou the Church’s Head, Thou art her one Foundation.

In Thee she trusts, before Thee bows, And waits for Thy salvation.
Built on this Rock secure, Thy Church shall endure E’en though the world decay 
And all things pass away. O hear, O hear us, Jesus!

O Lord, let this, Thy little flock, Thy name alone confessing,
Continue in Thy loving care, True unity possessing.
Thy Sacraments, O Lord, And Thy saving Word To us e’er pure retain. 
Grant that they may remain Our only strength and comfort.

Help us to serve Thee evermore With hearts both pure and lowly.
And may Thy Word, that light divine, Shine on in splendor holy
That we repentance show, In faith ever grow. The pow’r of sin destroy 
And all that doth annoy. O make us faithful Christians!

And for Thy gospel let us dare To sacrifice all treasure;
Teach us to bear Thy blessed cross, To find in Thee all pleasure.
O grant us steadfastness In joy and distress,That we Thee ne’er forsake.
Let us by grace partake Of endless joy and glory.

Sermon
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Offertory: pp. 70-71
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. 
Amen.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Hymn of Preparation: 486, The Church’s One Foundation
C: The Church’s One Foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;

She is His new creation By water and the Word.
From heav’n He came and sought her To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.

Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, With ev’ry grace endued.

The Church shall never perish! Her dear Lord, to defend,
To guide, sustain, and cherish, Is with her to the end.
Though there be those that hate her, False sons within her pale,
Against both foe and traitor She ever shall prevail.

Though with a scornful wonder Men see her sore oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed,
Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song.

Mid toil and tribulation And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore,
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest
And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest.
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The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface & Sanctus: pp. 73-76
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 
this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way 
of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79

When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

Hymn of Thanksgiving: 327, O Lord, We Praise Thee
C: O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,

In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flouish: O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry, 
And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need: 
O Lord, have mercy!

Thy holy body into death was given, 
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us! O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid; Peace with God once more is made: 
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O Lord, have mercy.

May God bestow on us His grace and favor
To please Him with our behavior
And live as brethren here in love and union
Nor repent this blest Communion! O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;
Grant that heavenly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity: 
O Lord, have mercy!

The Collect of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through these salutary 
gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through them in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.
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Dismissal Hymn: 511, Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide
C: Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, For round us falls the eventide;

Nor let Thy Word, that heav’nly light, For us be ever veiled in night.

In these last days of sore distress Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness
That pure we keep, till life is spent, Thy holy Word and Sacrament.

Lord, Jesus, help, Thy Church uphold, We are so sluggish, thoughtless, cold,
O prosper well Thy Word of grace And spread its truth in every place.

O keep us in Thy Word, we pray; The guile and rage of Satan stay!
O may Thy mercy never cease! Give concord, patience, courage, peace.

O God, how sin’s dread works abound! Throughout the earth no rest is found,
And falsehood’s spirit wide has spread, And error boldly rears its head.

And ever is there something new Devised to change Thy doctrines true;
Lord Jesus! as Thou still dost reign, Those vain presumptuous minds restrain;

And as the cause and glory, Lord, Are Thine, not ours, to us afford
Thy help and strength and constancy, And keep us ever true to Thee.

Thy Word shall fortify us hence, It is Thy Church’s sure defense;
O let us in its pow’r confide, That we may seek no other guide.

O grant that in Thy holy Word We here may live and die, dear Lord;
And when our journey endeth here, Receive us into glory there.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Bible Studies: Today we continue our study of 1 Peter. The Thursday study will cover 
Joshua 7 & 8: Defeat at Ai and the Conquering of Ai.   

Sanctuary Renovation: The renovation project has begun! Pastor, Nate Larson, Jeff Kopp,
and Greg Riese were here last Monday morning to clear out the church and set up the social 
hall. Worship Services will be held in the social hall for at least two more Sundays. Thank you
to Susan Bull for engineering the clearing out of old school materials. There is a new 
parochial school startup in town that these items have been donated to. Thank you to Nate and
Jeff for putting in the new church lights last Monday, and to Greg and Joan Riese for spending
Thursday afternoon coating the sanctuary walls with primer. Please talk to Nate Larson to 
find out how you can help moving forward.

New Lutheran Sentinels are available on the back table where the service folders are kept.
Please take your copy on your way out of church this morning.

Hope Medical Clinic: The Open House at the clinic in The Dalles is this coming Friday 
from 5-7pm. We hope you can stop by the clinic at some point during that time to meet the 
staff, including the new Executive Director Joni Sohal, and get the grand tour of Hope’s 
facility! Hope is looking for volunteers to do light cleaning on Thursday afternoons. If you are
available and willing to help out, please speak with Pastor or Kristen. 

Women’s Missionary Rally will be held this year in Grants Pass, OR after having been 
postponed the last two years. The dates are September 23 & 24. The registration deadline is 
September 1. Please see the flyers on the back table.

Congregation At Prayer: Since Matins is not being live-streamed during the renovation 
project, the beginning of our weekly devotional prayer sheet has been expanded to include the
opening versicles from Matins & Vespers: O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show 
forth Your praise. Make haste, O God, to deliver me. Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be
to the Father and to the Son… The first part is Psalm 51:15 and the second part is Psalm 70:1.
Then the Gloria Patri (also known as the Small Doxology) is recited. In the western church’s 
daily prayer tradition this is the way Morning Prayer (Matins) and Evening Prayer (Vespers) 
both begin. We were created for the praise of God, to extol Him and to proclaim by our 
actions and by our words all the wonderful works of God and to give thanks for such. The Fall
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into Sin has effectively muted the praise of God by shuting our mouths and turning us in on 
ourselves. The Lord Himself by His sanctifying Spirit must open our mouths and loose our 
tongues if we are going to declare His praises. Enslavement to sin and the forces of the devil 
are what is behind this, so we pray the Lord to help us and deliver us from sin and evil. By the
saving work of Christ He does! We are set free to glorify the Holy Trinity by our words and 
by our very lives! This is a good way to begin and end each day – using God’s own Words to 
cry out to Him for help and deliverance to pray, praise, and give thanks!  

Family Fun Nights: This is the third week in the row this note has been in the 
announcements and so far, no one has talked to Pastor about reignighting the monthly Family 
Fun Nights. If you are interested in doing so, lets put some ideas on the table. 
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

The Office of Matins (“Morning Prayer”) will not be
live streamed during the renovation project

Monday: Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday: Pastor at Bethany all day
Wednesday: FEAST OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE; Pastor at Concordia
Thursday: Pastor at Bethany; Bible study, 10:00am
Friday: Pastor at Concordia
Saturday: Commemoration of St. Monica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo
                  Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: The Eleventh Sunday After Trinity
                           Concordia Service of the Word, 9:00am
                           Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am
                           1 Peter Bible Study for the Parish, 12:30pm



Understanding the Divine Service
Making the Sign of the Cross

The custom of Christians tracing the sign of the holy cross on themselves isn’t 
explicit in the Bible. There is, perhaps, an illusion to it in Revelation 7:1-8 which 
speaks of the “seal of the living God” upon the foreheads of the 144,000. But neither 
Jesus nor the apostles commanded that Christians make the sign of the cross. 
It’s an example of what Lutherans call an adiophoron: “something neither 
commanded nor forbidden by God.” Most of the pious customs of our faith fall into 
this category. For instance, there is no biblical command that we kneel to receive the 
Lord’s Supper. Still, Christians have done so for centuries out of reverence and 
humility before our Lord Christ Who is substantially present in, with and under the 
consecrated bread and wine.  

The sign of the cross is a confession of faith in Christ the crucified.  This 
custom grew in the devotional life of Christians who loved the Savior Who died for 
them on the cross. Christians saw God’s love for them in the cross.

The first written testimony to this universal Christian custom is in the writings 
of the early 3rd century church father, Tertullian. At first Christians made a small cross
with the thumb upon the forehead. Later the sign was made with the whole hand, 
from forehead to breast, then from shoulder to shoulder.

Blessed Martin Luther and other Reformers of the Church recognized the 
great benefit of the sign of the cross in the faith and devotion of the people.  That’s 
why Luther urged it’s use in the morning and evening prayers of the Small 
Catechism: “In the morning when you rise you shall make the sign of the holy cross, 
and you shall say: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost,” 
and, “In the evening, when you go to bed, you shall make the sign of the holy cross 
and you shall say: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.”
Here is just one example of what Luther had to say on the salutary benefit of making 
the sign of the cross (there are other examples):

If the devil puts it into your head that you lack the holiness, piety, and 
worthiness of King David and for this reason cannot be sure that God will hear you, 
make the sign of the cross, and say to yourself: “Let those be pious and worthy 
who will! I know for a certainty that I am a creature of the same God who made 
David. And David, regardless of his holiness, has no better or greater God than I 
have.” There is only one God, of saint and sinner, worthy and unworthy, great and 
small. Regardless of the inequalities among us, He is the one and equal God of us 
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all, who wants to be honored, called on, and prayed to by all. (Commentary on Ps 
118)

Can making the sign of the cross be a superstitious thing? I suppose.  When I 
was a kid Kirby Puckett was the Minnesota Twins’ All-Star Center-fielder. Kirby was 
famous for making a quick sign of the cross every time he stepped into the batter’s 
box. Was Kirby Puckett even a Christian? I don’t know.  He was probably at least a 
nominal Christian. At the risk of being judgmental, Kirby’s sign of the cross, to me, 
always smacked of a good luck charm, as in, “crossing myself will help me hit a 
home-run.” I remember my Dad just rolling his eyes and saying, “I wish he wouldn’t 
do that.”

Of course, Kirby’s use of the cross as a talisman didn’t stop us from making 
the sign of the cross ourselves. It’s possible for any act of piety to be used 
superstitiously. The misuse of a good thing doesn’t make the thing itself bad. 
Crossing yourself is no more an act of superstition than the pastor making the sign of
the cross over you, or wearing a cross around your neck.

The sign of the cross is first of all a remembrance of your baptism, where the 
the cross was traced on your forehead and breast. When you make the sign of the 
cross you are consciously drawing comfort and strength from your baptism. You’re 
embracing the cross upon which our old man was crucified with Christ (Romans 6). 
You are reminding yourself in a very physical way that you are justified by faith in 
Christ.

The sign of the cross is a confession of our faith in Christ the crucified.  In this 
simple gesture we say with St. Paul: God forbid that I should glory save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. By this sign we confess that all we are and all we have is 
through the cross of Christ alone.

The sign of the cross is a prayer in action form. Human beings don’t just 
worship in their minds and hearts. In our worship we use all of ourselves, our bodies 
as well as our minds and souls. We stand, we kneel; we fold our hands, bow our 
heads and shut our eyes for prayer; we eat and drink in the Holy Supper, we feel the 
water in Holy Baptism, and we often receive the absolution with a hand laid on our 
heads. In the same way the sign of the cross is a prayer in which the physical, 
outward gesture reflects the inner faith. And it is no less a genuine prayer even if 
there are no words said with it.

The Catechism suggests that the sign be made first thing in the morning, and 
last thing at night before bed. It is also good to cross oneself before and/or after any 
prayer. It is customary in the Divine Service to cross oneself when the Trinitarian 
Name (Father, Son and Holy Ghost) is spoken, specifically during the opening 
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Invocation and at the Absolution. It is also customary to make the sign of the cross at
the end of the Gloria in Excelsis, the Creed, and whenever the pastor traces the 
congregation with the cross, such as after receiving the Holy Communion and at the 
final Benediction.

We may make the holy sign at any time our devotion suggests, or not.  It is a 
good thing that, in recent years, Lutherans have recovered this time-honored and 
salutary custom. It is no longer thought of in a derogatory way as a “Roman Catholic”
thing. It is good for us to make the sign of the cross frequently, because it is the sign 
of our baptism and the sign of our salvation.  But it is not a bad thing not to make the 
sign of the cross. Crossing oneself falls into the category of Christian freedom, and 
we ARE free men in Christ. Make the sign or don’t make the sign and let no one 
judge your faith either way.
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Trinity 10: With God’s prophets we call the culture around us to turn away from 
the destruction they are bringing upon themselves (Jeremiah 8:5, 11; Luke 19:43-
44). With us they each remain precious to Jesus, who by His visitation in the flesh
(Luke 19:44) for forgiveness delivers the Gospel that makes for peace (Luke 
19:42) and righteousness (Romans 10:4). 

Prayer: O Lord God, intervene and redeem our people that we may behold and 
inhabit Your kingdom. Amen.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year/One Year Lectionary – Lutherans For Life
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Trinity 10 Hymns: The hymns of Johann Franck (1618-1677) 
mark the transition from the objective, doctrinally sturdy 
German “church song” of the Reformation and immediate post-
Reformation period, to a more personal and mystical kind of 
poetry. Yet Franck’s hymns are based solidly on God’s Word of 
Law & Gospel. Frank was born in the territory of Brandenburg, 
Germany. He was a faithful, orthodox Lutheran layman, 
University educated, who became a lawyer, and later a 
councilor, then mayor of his home town. His hymns exhibit all 
the earnest faith and simple piety of Lutheran Orthodoxy. His 
best known are Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness (ELH 328), 

Jesus, Priceless Treasure (ELH 263) and today’s HYMN OF INVOCATION Lord, 
to Thee I Make Confession (ELH 450). This hymn teaches what every Christian 
knows: contrition – sorrow over sin; terror over sin from God’s just judgment – 
leads us to take hold of Christ’s forgiveness – the word of Absolution. Absolution 
comes by God’s promise fulfilled in His Son. We sinners have no right to it. 
Rather, the Lord Himself claims us as children by His grace alone.
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