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WELCOME TO ALL! We are pleased you are here! 

GUESTS –  welcome to our Divine Service! If we 
can assist you in any way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, 
understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that
the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that you have graciously kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray You to 
protect me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings in life may please You.  
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 † 9:00 A. M.



Hymn of Invocation: 548, Start of the Morning
C: Stars of the morning, so gloriously bright,

Filled with celestial resplendence and light,
These that, where night never followeth day,
Praise the Thrice Holy One ever and aye.

These are Thy ministers, these dost Thou own,
Lord God of Sabaoth, nearest Thy throne;
These are Thy messengers, these dost Thou send,
Help of the helpless ones, man to defend.

Then, when the earth was first poised in mid space,
Then, when the planets first sped on their race,
Then, when were ended the six days’ employ,
Then all the sons of God shouted for joy.

Sill let them watch o’er us, still let them fight,
Lord of angelic hosts, battling for right,
Till, where their anthems they ceaselessly pour,
We with the angels may bow and adore.

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have 
mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 
Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to Your 
Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only-
begotten Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. 
He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.

C: Grant this unto us, O Lord. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 5

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon (Pastor) Bless the LORD, you His angels, who `excel in strength:/ That do His 
commandments, hearkening unto the `voice of His word.
Bless the LORD, `all you His hosts:/ You ministers of His, that `do His pleasure.
Psalm (All) Bless the Lord, `O my soul:/ And all that is within me, bless `His holy name!
For as the heavens are high `above the earth:/ So great is His mercy toward `those who 
fear Him;
As far as the east `is from the west:/ So far has He removed our trans`gressions from us.
As a father pi`ties his children:/ So the Lord pities `those who fear Him.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) Bless the LORD, you His angels, who `excel in strength:/ That do His 
commandments, hearkening unto the `voice of His word.
Bless the LORD, `all you His hosts:/ You ministers of His, that `do His pleasure.
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The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Salutation & Collect for the Day: p. 66
P: O everlasting God, You have ordained and constituted the services of angels and men in a 
wonderful order: Mercifully grant that, as Your holy angels always serve You in heaven, so by
Your appointment they may also help and defend us here on earth; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen.

Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday After Trinity
P: O Lord, we beseech You, let Your continual mercy cleanse and defend Your Church; and 
because it cannot continue in safety without Your help, preserve it evermore by Your help and 

4



goodness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Daniel 12:1-3
P: In those days Daniel prophesied: At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who 
stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation, even to that time.  And at that time your people shall be 
delivered, every one who is found written in the book.  And many of those who sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.  Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who
turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All)   Tone 5

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
God has given His angels `charge over thee:/ To keep you `in all your ways.
Bless the `LORD, O my soul:/ And all that is within me, bless `His holy name!

Chief Hymn: 545, Lord God, We All to Thee Give Praise, sts. 1-9
C: Lord God, we all to Thee give praise, Thank off’rings meet to Thee we raise

That Thou didst angel hosts create Around Thy glorious throne to wait.

They glow with light and heav’nly grace And constantly behold Thy face;
Obedience to Thy voice they yield, And are with godly wisdom filled.

They never rest nor sleep, as we; Their whole delight is but to be
Forever near Thee, gracious Lord, Thy little flock to watch and guard.

The foul old dragon and dread foe With envy, hate, and wrath doth glow;
It always is his aim and pride Thy Christian people to divide.

As he hath troubled earth of old He keeps e’en now his deathly hold,
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Chafes madly to annihilate All virtue, honor, Church, and State.

Therefore, no halt nor rest he knows; A roaring lion round he goes,
Or lies in wait with baneful snare To drive the Christians to despair.

But watchful is the angel band That follows Christ on ev’ry hand
To guard His people where they go And break the counsel of the foe.

From Daniel this may well be seen When he sat in the lion’s den,
And likewise angels rescued Lot, That the ungodly harmed him not.

When, too, those faithful three were cast Into the fiery furnace blast,
No pow’r had fiercest flames to harm Against the rescuing angel’s arm.

Epistle: Revelation 12:7-12
P: And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the 
dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in 
heaven any longer.  So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and 
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him.  Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, 
who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.  And they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their 
lives to the death.  Therefore rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! Woe to the 
inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, 
because he knows that he has a short time.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse
Alleluia! Alleluia! And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts: The 
whole earth is full of His glory!” Alleluia!
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 18:1-11
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Matthew, the 18th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time the disciples came to Jesus saying, “Who then is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by 
no means enter the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever receives one little child like this in 
My name receives Me.  But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, 
it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea.  Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe 
to that man by whom the offense comes! If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and 
cast it from you.  It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two 
hands or two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire.  And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck 
it out and cast it from you.  It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than 
having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.  Take heed that you do not despise one of these little 
ones, for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in 
heaven.  For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed: pp. 68-69
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.
     And in Jesus Christ,

His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified,
died and was buried.

He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heavenly
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
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     I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 545, Lord God, We All to Thee Give Praise, sts. 10-16
C: And thus our God, still at this day, From harm and many an evil way

Keeps us by His dear angel guard, Placed over us as watch and ward.

They joy when but one sinner turns; Their zeal for Jesus ever burns;
They serve His people day and night To bring us to the realms of light.

The little ones, awake, asleep, Yea, ev’ry child of His, they keep;
O’er all His kingdom, far and near, They give their kind and loving care.

When death approaches, then they come To soothe mid pain and guide us home;
When from our flesh departs our soul, They bear us to our heav’nly goal.

For this, now and eternally, Our praise shall rise, O God, to Thee,
Whom all the angel hosts adore With joy now and forevermore.

Give us, O Lord, the grace and pow’r To serve Thee well each day and hour;
Grant us the zeal and fervent love To serve as angels serve above.

We also pray Thee to defend By them unto the latter end,
Thy fold, that little flock, O Lord, That holds in honor Thy blest Word.

Sermon

Offertory: pp. 70-71
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. 
Amen.
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The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Hymn: 546, Around the Throne of God a Band
C: Around the throne of God a band Of glorious angels ever stand;

Bright things they see, sweet harps they hold, And on their heads are crowns of gold.

Some wait around Him, ready still To sing His praise and do His will;
And some, when He commands them, go To guard His servants here below.

Lord, give Thy angels ev’ry day Command to guide us on our way
And bid them ev’ry evening keep Their watch around us while we sleep.

So shall no wicked thing draw near To do us harm or cause us fear;
And we shall dwell, when life is past With angels round Thy throne at last.

The Collect (II): p. 86
P: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by the patience 
and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 547, Jesus, Brightness of the Father
C: Jesus, Brightness of the Father, Life and Strength of all who live,

For creating guardian angels Glory to Thy name we give
And Thy wondrous praise rehearse, Singing in harmonious verse.

Blessed Lord, by their protection Shelter us from harm this day;
Keep us pure in flesh and spirit, Save us from the Foe, we pray,
And vouchsafe us by Thy grace In Thy Paradise a place.

9



Glory to th’almighty Father Sing we with the heav’nly host;
Glory to the great Redeemer, Glory to the Holy Ghost;
Three in One and One in Three, Throughout all eternity!

Our Life Together

Bible Studies: As Bible study last Sunday was canceled, this morning we will complete the 
lesson on Relativism by addressing “truth.” The Thursday study continues a survey of the 
book of Joshua. Everyone in the parish is invited and encouraged to participate in one or 
both studies, either in person or via the live stream link.      

Carla Chamberlain’s Memorial Service will be held at Bethany on Saturday, at 11:00am
with a lunch to follow. On Wednesday the graveside committal service will be conducted in 
The Dalles at IOOF Cherry Heights Cemetery at 11am.

Sanctuary Dedication: Thanks be to God! The members of Bethany are back worshiping 
in their sanctuary today! A dedication Vespers is being planned for Sunday, October 16 at 
4:00pm with a potluck dinner to follow. Our circuit visitor, Rev. Steve Sparley will be here to 
preach for the Service. The members & friends of Concordia are cordially invited to come 
over and participate in the festivities! 

Walk for Hope: The Hope Clinic’s annual Walk for Hope is a week from Saturday, October 
8. This is major fundraiser for the clinic’s work in The Dalles & Hood River and the 
surrounding region. Our parish’s team is Gorge Lutherans. To donate to to 
https://givebutter.com/walkforhope2022/gorge-lutherans-1. Thank you to those who have 
donated so far. If you are planning to participate in the walk, please speak with Pastor or 
Kristen to be added to the team.

ELS Pastoral Conference: Pastor will be attending our synod’s General Pastoral 
Conference in the Twin Cities, next week. The conference dates are Oct. 5-7. Pastor will be 
leaving the 4th and will be back in the evening on Friday the 7th. October 17-19 Pastor will be 
in the Seattle area at the Doxology Pastors Retreat. 
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

Monday: Pastor’s Day Off
Tuesday: Pastor at Bethany
Wednesday: Pastor at Concordia
Thursday: FEAST OF ST. MICHAEL & ALL HOLY ANGELS
                   Pastor at Bethany; Bible study at Bethany, 10:00am
Friday: Commemoration of St. Jerome of Jerusalem, Bishop & Teacher 
                   Pastor at Concordia
Saturday: Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: The First Sunday After Michaelmas
                           Concordia Holy Communion, 9:00am
                           Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am
                           1 Peter Bible Study for the Parish, 12:45pm

Michaelmas: Our God Jesus has set us free from sin, death, and the power of 
the devil. He also gives us the gift of dependence, to depend upon Him in faith 
and on one another in love and service (Galatians 6:2). Rather than diminishing 
our humanity, mutual dependence dignifies it.  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help me to depend upon You with Your people and defend 
those who depend upon me. Amen. 

Life Thoughts in the Church Year/One Year Lectionary – Lutherans For Life
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Hymns for Michaelmas: The CHIEF HYMN for St. 
Michael & All Angels is Philip Melanchthon’s Lord 
God, We All to Thee Give Praise. Luther, 
Melanchthon (his most valued partner in reform) 
and others paid little formal attention to angels. 
Perhaps this was a reaction against the false 
medieval veneration of angels as mediators with 

their own power to direct events on earth. Angels were still a living part of their 
faith, though, as witnessed by Luther’s morning and evening prayers in the Small 
Catechism, which commend the one praying into the care of the holy angel who 
combats the wicked foe in the believer’s life. The Lutherans viewed all of human 
history since the fall as the battleground on which the devil seeks to undermine 
God’s rule over His human creatures. Melanchthon’s hymn, written sometime 
around 1540, is a 16-verse poetic treatise on the angels. It expresses his 
confidence that God, who created the angel hosts, also marshals them for the 
conflict with Satan that besets individual believers, the Church, and society. The 
hymn extols God’s protection given through these angelic beings who, 
assembled in the light of their Creator’s throne, are listening to His Word. They 
never sleep, but like God Himself, they are ever watchful so that they can wage 
constant battle against the enemies of God’s people.
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