
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER
MICHAELMAS (TRINITY 19)

Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church
2323 E. 12th St. The Dalles, OR  97058

Telephone: (541) 298-8385 / gorgelutherans.com

Rev. Rob Lawson, Pastor (760) 715-3993
               E-mail: rlawson0651@gmail.com              

        Mrs. Kristen Lawson, Organist

WELCOME IN THE NAME OF OUR BLESSED 
LORD! We are pleased you are here, gathered around 

the Gospel in Preaching and the Sacraments! GUESTS 
– If we can assist you in any way with questions about 
our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, 
understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, 

please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort 
you.

CONFESSIONAL STATEMENT: Bethany Lutheran Church confesses all the Holy 
Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired word of God without any errors. 
We also hold, without any reservation, to the teachings of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Confessions contained in the 1580 Book of Concord. We confess these teachings to be the 
correct interpretation of Scripture and a true explanation of the one, holy, catholic (universal)
and apostolic faith. 

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: Scripture and our 
Confessions teach that the Lord’s Supper “is the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, under the bread and wine” (Small Catechism). We are concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to commune, 
please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness 
with us in doctrine, are members of sister churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod amd 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson

OCTOBER 2, 2022 † 11:00 A. M.



† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O mighty and everlasting God, by Your Son Jesus Christ You 
mercifully helped the paralytic both in body and soul: We beseech You, for the sake of Your 
great mercy, be gracious also to us; forgive us all our sins, and so govern us by Your Holy 
Spirit, that we may not ourselves be the cause of sickness and other afflictions; keep us in 
Your fear, and strengthen us by Your grace that we may escape temporal and eternal wrath and
punishment; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: 452, Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee
C: Out of the depths I cry to Thee; Lord, hear me I implore Thee!

Thy gracious ear incline to me; My prayer let come before Thee.
On my misdeeds in mercy look, O deign to blot them from Thy book,
Or who can stand before Thee?

Thy love and grace alone avail To blot out my transgression;
The best and holiest deeds must fail To break sin’s dread oppression.
Before Thee none can boasting stand, But all must fear Thy strict demand
And live alone by mercy.

Therefore my hope is in the Lord And not in mine own merit;
It rests upon His faithful Word to them of contrite spirit
That He is merciful and just – This is my comfort and my trust.
His help I wait with patience.

And though it tarry till the night And till the morning waken,
My heart shall never doubt His might Nor count itself forsaken.
Do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed, Ye of the Spirit born indeed;
Wait for your God’s appearing.

Where’er the greatest sins abound, By grace they are exceeded;
Thy helping hand is always found With aid where aid is needed.
Our Shephered good and true is He Who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow.
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At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you!  C: Amen.

3



The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 2

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}
Antiphon (Pastor) Say to my soul, I AM `Your Salvation:/ The righteous cry out, `and the 
LORD hears.
He delivers them out of `all their troubles:/ For this is God, our God forev`er and ever.
Psalm (All) Give ear, O my peo`ple, to my law:/ Incline your ears to the `words of my 
mouth.
I will open my mouth in `a parable:/ I will utter dark `sayings of old,
Which we `have heard and known:/ And our fa`thers have told us.
Telling the generation to come the prais`es of the Lord:/ And His strength and His 
wonderful works `that He has done.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) Say to my soul, I AM `Your Salvation:/ The righteous cry out, `and the 
LORD hears.
He delivers them out of `all their troubles:/ For this is God, our God forev`er and ever.

The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
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You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Salutation & Collect for the Day: p. 66
P: O almighty and most merciful God, of Your bountiful goodness keep us, we beseech You, 
from all things that may hurt us, that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully 
accomplish those things You would have us do; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Genesis 28:10-17
P: In those days Jacob went out from Beersheba and went toward Haran.  So he came to a 
certain place and stayed there all night, because the sun had set.  And he took one of the 
stones of that place and put it at his head, and he lay down in that place to sleep.  Then he 
dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  And behold, the Lord stood above it 
and said: “I am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which
you lie I will give to you and your descendants.  Also your descendants shall be as the dust of 
the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in 
you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed.  Behold, I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you 
until I have done what I have spoken to you.”  Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 
“Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.”  And he was afraid and said, “How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven!”
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

5



Gradual (All)   Tone 2

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}
Let my prayer be set before `You as incense:/ And the lifting up of my hands as the 
even`ing sacrifice.

Hymn: 28, O How Holy Is This Place (Tune: 532)
C: O how holy is this place where the Lord a house hath given!

Here we come before His face; This must be the gate of heaven.
Here His Word proclaims His grace. O how holy is this place!

Thousand thanks, great God, arise Unto Thee, in grace excelling.
Who, though filling all the skies, Yet dost make this house Thy dwelling,
And to us dost here dispense Thy pure Word and Sacraments.

Hitherto upon this house Hath salvation surely rested.
Here our God hath been with us, And Himself hath manifested.
Here His Spirit He hath giv’n To reveal the way to heav’n.

O how lovely, meet and right In His temple to adore Him!
Let us now in Him delight, And with gladness come before him.
Treasures lasting, precious, pure, From above we here secure.

Dearest Guest, with us abide, With Thy holy Word still feed us;
Hitherto by Thee supplied, Still by living waters lead us!
Keep Thy Church on earth secure While the earth itself endure.

Epistle: Ephesians 4:22-28
P: Brethren: Put of, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt 
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and, put on the new
man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.  Therefore, 
putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are members 
of one another.  “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor 
give place to the devil.  Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working 
with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia Verse
Alleluia! Alleluia! Oh, sing to the LORD a new song! For He has done marvelous things. 
Alleluia!
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 9:1-8
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Matthew, the 9th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time [Jesus] got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city.  Then behold, 
they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed.  When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the 
paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.”  And at once some of the 
scribes said within themselves, “This Man blasphemes!” But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, 
said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has 
power on earth to forgive sins” – then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and 
go to your house.”  And he arose and departed to his house.  Now when the multitudes saw it, 
they marveled and glorified God, Who had given such power to men.
P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
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          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 417, “So Truly As I Live,” God Saith
C: “So truly as I live,” God saith, “I would not have the sinner’s death,

But that he turn from error’s ways, Repent and live through endless days.”

To us therefore Christ gave command: “Go forth and preach in every land;
Bestow on all My pardoning grace Who will repent and mend their ways.

“All those whose sins ye thus remit I truly pardon and acquit,
And those whose sins ye do retain Condemned and guilty shall remain.

“What ye shall bind, that bound shall be; What ye shall loose, that shall be free;
Unto My Church the keys are given To ope and close the gate of heaven.”

 They who believe when ye proclaim The joyful tidings in My name
That I for them My blood have shed, Are free from guilt and Judgment dread.

The words which absolution give Are His who died that we might live;
The minister whom Christ has sent Is but His humble instrument.

However great our sin may be, The absolution sets us free,
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Appointed by God’s own dear Son To bring the pardon He has won.

When ministers lay on their hands Absolved by Christ the sinner stands;
He who by grace the Word believes The purchase of His blood receives.

This is the power of Holy Keys, It binds and doth against release;
The Church e’er has them at her side, Our Mother and Christ’s holy Bride.

All praise, eternal Son, to Thee For absolution full and free,
In which Thou showest forth Thy grace; From false indulgence guard our race.

Praise God the Father and the Son And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
As ’twas, is now, and so shall be World without end, eternally!

Sermon

Offertory: pp. 70-71
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. 
Amen.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Hymn of Preparation: 495, I Come to Thee, O Blessed Lord
C: I come to Thee, O blessed Lord, Invited by Thy gracious Word

To this Thy feast, to sup with Thee; Grant that a worthy guest I be.

I come to Thee with sin and grief, For Thou alone canst give relief.
Thy death for me, dear Lord, I plead: O Jesus, help me in my need!

Shouldst Thou a strict account demand, Who could, O Lord, before Thee stand?
Purge all my secret sins away: Be Thou, O Christ, the sinner’s Stay!

O Jesus, Lamb of God, alone Thou didst for all our sins atone;
Though I have sinned and gone astray, Turn not, O Lord, Thy guest away.

O Jesus, Lamb of God, alone Thou didst for all our sins atone;
Be merciful, I Thee implore, Be merciful forevermore.

9



The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

Proper Preface & Sanctus
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; through 
Whom the angels praise Your majesty, the dominions adore, the powers are in awe, and 
virtues of highest heaven and the blessed seraphim unite in blissful exaltation.  With them, we
pray You, grant that our voices too may blend, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79
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When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

Nunc Dimittis: pp. 81-82
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

The Collect of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through these salutary 
gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through them in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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The Salutation, Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 494, I Know My Faith Is Founded
C: I know my faith is founded On Jesus Christ, my God and Lord;

And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand upon His Word.
Man’s reason cannot fathom The truth of God profound;
Who trusts her subtle wisdom Relies on shifting ground.
God’ s Word is all sufficient, I makes divinely sure,
And trusting in its wisdom, My faith shall rest secure.

Increase my faith, dear Savior, For Satan seeks by night and day
To rob me of this treasure And take my hope of bliss away.
But, Lord, with Thee beside me, I shall be undismayed;
And led by Thy good Spirit, I shall be unafraid.
Abide with me, O Savior, A firmer faith bestow.
Then I shall bid defiance To ev’ry evil foe.

In faith, Lord, let me serve Thee; Though persecution, grief, and pain
Should seek to overwhelm me, Let me a steadfast trust retain.
And then at my departure Take Thou me home to Thee,
And let me there inherit all Thou hast promised me.
In life and death, Lord, keep me Until Thy heav’n I gain,
Wherre I by Thy great mercy The end of faith attain.

Our Life Together
Pre-Service Silence: One thing the Elders and the pastor have talked about on ocassion is how to 
foster an environment of reverent quiet in the sanctuary before the Divine Service. A traditional 
gathering place for conversation would be a narthex, separated by doors from the sanctuary itself. We 
don’t have such a place in our church. Thus, we need to work a little harder at mainting an atmosphere 
of reverent quietness as we prepare to meet our God in His Service, especially for any who use the 
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time for deliberate preparation. We ask that, before the Service, all conversation be carried out in the 
fellowship hall with the door to the church closed. We also ask that conversation in the church itself 
before the Service be kept to minimum and be carried on in hushed tones. Thank you.

Bible Studies: Bible class last Sunday was spent covering a topic related to the lesson we are 
currently studying. The plan today, then, is to actually complete the lesson on Relativism by 
addressing “truth.” The Thursday study is canceled this week because Pastor will be in MN. A week 
from Thursday we will read selections of Joshua 17-21.    

ELS Pastoral Conference: Pastor will be attending our synod’s General Pastoral Conference in the
Twin Cities this week. Pastor will be catching a red eye tomorrow night and will be back in the 
evening on Frida. October 17-19 Pastor will be in the Seattle area at the Doxology Pastors Retreat. 

Sanctuary Dedication: The dedication Vespers for our newly renovated sanctuary will take place 
on Sunday, October 16 at 4:00pm with a potluck dinner to follow. Our circuit visitor, Rev. Steve 
Sparley will be here to preach for the Service. This is a good opportunity to invite friends and 
neighbors to come and look at the work and participate in the festivities. 

Mary/Martha Circle meets a week from Wednesday (October 12) at 6:00pm. Please note that time 
change! All the ladies of the congregation are invited to attend and get involved. 

Walk for Hope: The Hope Clinic’s annual Walk for Hope is on Saturday! Thank you to those who 
have donated so far. Donations are down compared to this point last year. The highest inflation in over 
forty years has made the cost of living explode and seriously cut into everyone’s disposable income. 
Nevertheless, if you can find a little extra to give, this is one of two major annual fundraisers out of 
which the Hope Clinic funds its vital work in our area. Our parish’s team’s name for the walk is Gorge
Lutherans. To donate go to https://givebutter.com/walkforhope2022/gorge-lutherans-1. If you plan to 
walk, please speak with Pastor or Kristen about being added to the team.

Fellowship Time: In order to make room for fellowship after the Sunday Service, Bible study will 
now start at 12:45 and run until 1:35. Starting November 6, on the first Sunday of each the month, we 
will have a more formal fellowship hour with coffee and goodies. A shortened Bible study time will 
follow from 1:00-1:35. 

Altar Flowers: We ask that everyone take a turn bringing flowers for the altar. A flower chart is 
posted again on the bulletin board in the hallway in the back of church. Flowers are an important 
ornimant to beautify God’s Service. Please sign up to take a turn. If you have any questions, speak 
with Margaret Atchison.

Church Literature: Don’t forget to take your copy of the Congregation at Prayer from the table in 
the entryway of the Church.
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Crucifixes?
You will have noticed that with the sanctuary renovation, there is now a crucifix above

the altar instead of the plain cross (the current crucifix is temporary. The permanant one will 
be finished soon). Question: Isn’t the use of crucifixes a Roman Catholic practice? Doesn’t 
the empty cross provide a better symbol for Lutherans? How does our synod feel about using 
a crucifix in church? Answer: A common misunderstanding is that the use of crucifixes is a 
“Roman Catholic” practice. This is not true. The history of Lutheranism demonstrates that the
crucifix was the common feature of Lutheran worship and devotional life during Luther’s 
lifetime and for a couple of centuries after. As a matter of fact, use of crucifixes has never 
been completely abandoned. 

If you visit many Lutheran churches here in America with buildings from the 19th 
century and the first half of the 20th century, you will often find lovely crucifixes adorning 
their altars, and, in addition, beautiful statues on the altar of Christ and the four evangelists or 
other Biblical scenes and characters.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

Monday: Pastor at Bethany part of the day
Tuesday-Friday: Pastor in MN at ELS General Pastoral Conference
Friday: Comm. of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Pastor & Father of Lutheranism in America 
Saturday: Walk for Hope; Pastor at Bethany after the walk
Next Sunday: The Second Sunday After Michaelmas
                           Concordia Service of the Word, 9:00am
                           Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am
                           1 Peter Bible Study for the Parish, 12:45pm

Michaelmas 1 (Trinity 19): The horror of abortion happening over 3,000 times 
each day in the U.S. should make Christians angry. The silence of the Church 
and the indifference of fellow congregational members should make Christians 
angry. But anger must not lead us to sin (Ephesians 4:26). Screaming and yelling 
and returning evil for evil is not the way of the body of Christ. The truth needs to 
be proclaimed but without “bitterness and wrath” (4:31).   

Prayer: Lord, may Your defeat of death give us courage as we confront a culture 
of death. Amen.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year/One Year Lectionary – Lutherans For Life



There is a crucifix on the altar in the chapels of both our Bethany Seminary and 
Bethany college in Mankato, MN. There is nothing uniquely Roman Catholic about this. 

Lutheranism has always considered the crucifix to be a powerful, visual preaching of 
our Lord’s sacrifice of Himself for us and our salvation, on the cross. A crucifix vividly 
brings to mind the Apostle Paul’s divinely inspired words, We preach Christ and Him 
crucified (1 Cor. 1:23).

There is certainly nothing “wrong” with an “empty” cross, but it is time to 
acknowledge that, though well-intentioned, the common practice of the last few decades in 
American Lutheranism of using an empty cross on a Lutheran congregation’s altar comes 
more from non-Lutheran sources.

At the time of the Reformation there was conflict between Lutherans and Reformed 
Christians over the proper place of pictures, images, statues and the like in the church. 
Lutherans, unlike the Reformed, embraced the historic attitude of the universal church, 
namely, that such art in the church was not wrong, but was a great aid for helping to focus 
devotional thoughts on the truths of the Word of God. There is no greater truth than the death 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, for this is where the salvation of the world was accomplished! 

Martin Luther produced an entire writing on the subject wherein he extolled the virtue 
all forms of beautiful church art! He expressed a great desire that as much art as possible be 
used in church buildings to portray, teach, and confess Christ, teach Bible stories, and portray 
the realities of the Christian faith. 

There is also this notion that I’ve heard my whole life that an “empty cross” 
symbolizes the resurrection because Christ has come down from the cross. Let me be clear: an
empty cross is not a symbol of Christ’s resurrection! The fact is that the cross would have 
been empty regardless of whether or not Christ had risen from the grave. A cross, whether a 
crucifix or a plain cross, symbolizes one thing: the death of Christ our Lord for the salvation 
of the world.
Frankly, the crucifix portrays this truth more clearly and strikingly. 

The churchly symbol of the resurrection is the candles. Candles are white to symbolize
the purity of Christ and the flame represents the presence of the resurrected and glorified 
Christ in the midst of His people. The Paschal Candle is the greatest of the candles. It is the 
Easter Candle and is covered in classic symbols of Jesus and His resurrection. The Paschal 
Candle burns from the first Service of Easter until Ascension and at all baptisms and funerals. 

Some Lutherans (note: some) began to move away from crucifixes during the age of 
Lutheran Pietism (the year 1700 or so). Pietism rejected much of Lutheran doctrine and so 
rejected many Lutheran worship practices and pious customs. Lutheran Pietists, contrary to 
the clear position of Luther and the earlier Lutherans, held that symbols such as the crucifix 
were wrong.
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In America, Lutherans have always felt a certain pressure to “fit in” with the 
Reformed Christianity of the Protestant church. Plus, American religious sentiment has, from 
the beginning, been characterized by a good deal of anti-Roman Catholic bigotry. In the early 
20th century German and Scandanavian confessional Lutherans were moving out of their 
distinct ethnic enclaves, toward the mainstream of English-speaking Christianity in America. 
In the process, they embraced not only the language, but also many of the attitudes and 
practices of the more general Protestant American Church.  

For some, this meant doing away with things such as crucifixes, vestments, chanting, 
and other traditional forms of Lutheran worship and piety. Sadly, a couple of generations was 
all it took to erase even the memory of these things for many. It was as if Lutherans never 
chanted the liturgy, or wore beautiful pastoral robes, or made use of artistic items such 
crucifixes and other pictures and statuary.

Now of course, Lutheranism has always recognized that the use of any symbol (even 
the empty cross) can become an idolatrous practice, if in any way people are led to believe 
there is “power in the cross” or that a picture or representation of a cross has some sort of 
ability, in itself, to bring us into relationship with Christ and His Gospel. Any of God’s good 
gifts can be turned against Him in this life and become an end in themselves.

But Lutherans have never believed that banning or limiting artwork in the church is 
the way to prevent its improper use. Proper teaching and right use is the best way. It’s also the
way in keeping with the gift of freedom we have in Christ to use all wholesome things to the 
glory and honor of God.

Thus, many Lutherans use and enjoy the crucifix as a meaningful reminder of our 
Lord’s suffering and death. It might interest you to know that Rev. Gaylin Schmeling, the 
(just retired) President of our seminary, had more than one beautiful crucifix on his office 
walls, reminding him and visitors to his office of the great love of God that is ours in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

Lutherans have historically placed a crucifix over the church’s altar to confess that 
what is portrayed symbolically on the cross is what is really and truly present in the 
consecrated bread and wine: the body & blood of Christ.

We need to guard against dismissing, out of hand, practices that we believe are “too 
Roman Catholic” before we more adequately explore their use and history in our own church. 
There is nothing contrary to God’s Word or our Lutheran Confessions about the proper use of 
the crucifix, just as there is nothing wrong with the proper use of an empty cross, or any other 
church symbol by which we are reminded of the great things God has done for us. There is 
much more to be said about this topic, but this is enough for now. Feel free to ask questions or
seek further clarification & explanation.
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