
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER
MICHAELMAS (TRINITY 20)

Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church
2323 E. 12th St. The Dalles, OR  97058

Telephone: (541) 298-8385 / gorgelutherans.com

Rev. Rob Lawson, Pastor (760) 715-3993
               E-mail: rlawson0651@gmail.com            

        Mrs. Kristen Lawson, Organist

WELCOME IN THE NAME OF OUR BLESSED 
LORD! We are pleased you are here, gathered around 

the Gospel in Preaching and the Sacraments! GUESTS 
– If we can assist you in any way with questions about 
our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, 
understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, 
please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

CONFESSIONAL STATEMENT: Bethany Lutheran Church confesses all the Holy 
Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired word of God without any errors. 
We also hold, without any reservation, to the teachings of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Confessions contained in the 1580 Book of Concord. We confess these teachings to be the 
correct interpretation of Scripture and a true explanation of the one, holy, catholic (universal)
and apostolic faith. 

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: Scripture and our 
Confessions teach that the Lord’s Supper “is the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, under the bread and wine” (Small Catechism). We are concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to commune, 
please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness 
with us in doctrine, are members of sister churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod amd 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson

OCTOBER 9, 2022 † 11:00 A. M.



† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly Father: We thank You, that of our great mercy 
You have called us by Your holy Word to the blessed marriage feast of Your Son, and through 
Him forgive us all our sins; but, being daily assaulted by temptation, offense, and danger, and 
being weak in ourselves and given to sin, we beseech You graciously to protect us by Your 
Holy Spirit, that we might not fall into sin; and if we fall and defile our wedding garment, 
with which Your Son has clothed us, graciously help us again and lead us to repentance, that 
we fall not forever; preserve in us a constant faith in Your grace; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: 6, Alleluia! Let Praises Ring
C: Alleluia! Let praises ring! To God the Father let us bring

Our songs of adoration.
To Him through everlasting days Be worship, honor, pow’r and praise,
Whose hand sustains creation. Singing, Ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy; 
Spread the story Of our God, the Lord of glory.

Alleluia! Let praises ring! Unto the Lamb of God we sing,
In whom we are elected.
He bought His Church with His own blood, He cleansed her in that blessed flood,
And as His Bride selected. Holy, Holy Is our union and communion.
His befriending Gives us joy and peace unending. 

Alleluia! Let praises ring! Unto the Holy Ghost we sing
For our regeneration. The saving faith in us He wrought 
And us unto the Bridegroom brought. Made us His chosen nation.
Glory! Glory! Joy eternal, Bliss supernal; 
There is manna And an endless glad hosanna.

Alleluia! Let praises ring! Unto our Triune God we sing; 
Blest be His name forever! With angel hosts let us adore

2



And sing His praises more and more For all His grace and favor.
Singing, Ringing: Holy, holy, God is holy – Spread the story
Of our God, the Lord of glory!

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
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May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you!  
C: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 2

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}
Antiphon (Pastor) The LORD, our God is righteous in all `His works toward us:/ For we have 
not obeyed `His commandments.
Glorify `Your name, O LORD:/ And deal with us according to `Your great mercy.
Psalm (All) Great is the Lord, and great`ly to be praised:/ In the city of our God, in His 
`holy mountain.
We have thought, O God, on Your `lovingkindness:/ In the midst `of Your temple.
According to `Your name, O God:/ So is Your praise to the `ends of the earth;
Your right hand is full `of righteousness:/ Let Mount Zion rejoice, because `of Your 
judgments.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) The LORD, our God is righteous in all `His works toward us:/ For we have
not obeyed `His commandments.
Glorify `Your name, O LORD:/ And deal with us according to `Your great mercy.

The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
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God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Salutation & Collect for the Day: p. 66
P:  Grant, we beseech You, merciful Lord, to Your faithful people pardon and peace, that they 
may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve You with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 
and forever.
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Isaiah 55:1-9
P: In those days Isaiah prophesied: [Thus says the Lord:] “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to
the waters; And you who have no money, come, buy and eat.  Yes, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price.  Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your 
wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and let your 
soul delight itself in abundance.  Incline your ear, and come to Me.  Hear, and your soul shall 
live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you – the sure mercies of David.  Indeed I 
have given him as a witness to the people.  Surely you shall call a nation you do not know, 
and nations who do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, and the 
Holy One of Israel; For He has glorified you.  Seek the Lord while He may be found, call 
upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake His way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; Let him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; And to our God, for He 
will abundantly pardon.  For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My 
ways,” says the Lord.  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher 
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
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C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All)   Tone 2

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}
The eyes of all look expectantly `to You, O Lord:/ And You give them their food `in due 
season. You `open Your hand:/ And satisfy the desire of ev`ery living thing.

Epistle: Ephesians 5:15-21
P: Brethren: See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil.  Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is.  And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the 
Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of God.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse
Alleluia! Alleluia! Out of the depths I have cried to You, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice! 
Alleluia!
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 22:1-14
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, and sent out his servants 
to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. Again, he 
sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, see, I have prepared my dinner; 
my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.’ But they 
made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. And the 
rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. But when the king heard 
about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up
their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited 
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were not worthy. Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the 
wedding.’ So those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they 
found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king 
came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. So he 
said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and 
cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are 
called, but few are chosen.”

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
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          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 440, O Lord, Look Down from Heaven, Behold
C: O Lord, look down from heav’n, behold, And let Thy pity waken.

How few are we within Thy fold, Thy saints by men forsaken;
True faith seems quenched on ev’ry hand; Men suffer not Thy Word to stand.
Dark times have us o’er-taken.

With fraud which they themselves invent Thy truth they have confounded;
Their hearts are not with one consent On Thy pure doctrine grounded.
While they parade with outward show, They lead the people to and fro,
In error’s maze astounded.

May God root out all heresy, And of false teachers rid us
Who proudly say, “Now, where is he That shall our speech forbid us?
By right or might we shall prevail; What we determine cannot fail;
We own no lord and master.”

Therefore saith God, “I must arise, The poor My help are needing.
To Me ascend My people’s cries, And I have heard their pleading.
For them my saving Word shall fight And fearlessly and sharply smite,
The poor with might defending.”

As silver tried by fire is pure From all adulteration,
So through God’s Word shall men endure Each trial and temptation.
Its light beams brighter through the cross, And, purified from human dross,
It shines through every nation.
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Defend Thy truth, O God, and stay This evil generation;
And from the error of its way Keep Thine own congregation.
The wicked everywhere abound And would Thy little flock confound;
But Thou art our Salvation.

Sermon

Offertory: pp. 70-71
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. 
Amen.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Hymn of Preparation: 328, Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness
C: Soul, adorn thyself with gladness, Leave behind all gloom and sadness.

Come into the daylight’s splendor; There with joy thy praises render
Unto Him whose grace unbounded Hath this wondrous Supper founded.
High o’er all the heav’ns He reigneth, Yet to dwell with thee He deigneth.

Hasten as a bride to meet Him, And with loving rev’rence greet Him,
For with words of life immortal Now He knocketh at thy portal.
Haste to ope the gates before Him, Saying, while thou dost adore Him:
Suffer, Lord, that I receive Thee, And I nevermore will leave Thee.

He who craves a precious treasure Neither cost nor pain will measure,
But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us hath freely given.
Though the wealth of earth were proffered, Naught would buy the gifts here offered:
Christ’s true body, for thee riven, And His blood, for thess once given.

Ah, how hungers all my spirit For the love I do not merit!
Oft have I, with signs fast thronging, Thought upon this food with longing,
in the battle well-nigh worsted, For this cup of life have thirsted,
For the Friend who here invites us And to God Himself unites us.

Human reason, though it ponder, Cannot fathom this great wonder,
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That Christ’s body e’er remaineth Though it countless souls sustaineth,
And that He His blood is giving With the wine we are receiving.
These great mysteries unsounded Are by God alone expounded.

In my heart I find ascending Holy awe, with rapture blending,
As this mystery I ponder, Filling all my soul with wonder.
Bearing witness as this hour Of the greatness of God’s power;
Far beyond all human telling Is the pow’r within Him dwelling.

Jesus, Sun of Life, my Splendor, Jesus, Thou my Friend most tender,
Jesus, Joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring –
At Thy feet I cry, my Maker; Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessed food from heaven For our good, Thy glory, given.

Lord, by love and mercy driven, Thou hast left Thy throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness And to shed Thy blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, I praise Thee with thanksgiving.

Jesus, Bread of Life, I pray Thee, Let me gladly here obey Thee.
By Thy love I am invited; be Thy love with love requited.
From this Supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’ treasure.
Through the gifts Thou here dost give me As Thy guest in heav’n receive me.

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
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Proper Preface & Sanctus
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; through 
Whom the angels praise Your majesty, the dominions adore, the powers are in awe, and 
virtues of highest heaven and the blessed seraphim unite in blissful exaltation.  With them, we
pray You, grant that our voices too may blend, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79
When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,
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have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution of the Holy Communion
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

Nunc Dimittis: pp. 81-82
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

Glory be the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

The Collect of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through these salutary 
gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through them in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation, Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.
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Dismissal Hymn: 432, Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness, sts. 1-6, 8 (Tune: 403)
C: Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness My beauty are, my glorious dress;

’Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my head.

Bold shall I stand in that great day; For who ought to my charge shall lay?
Fully absolved through these I am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

The holy, meek, unspotted Lamb Who from the Father’s bosom came,
Who died for me, e’en me to-atone, Now for my Lord and God I own.

Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, Which at the mercy seat of God
Forever doth for sinners plead, For me – e’n for my soul – was shed.

Lord, I believe were sinners more Than sands upon the ocean shore,
Thou hast for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made.

When from the dust of earth I rise To claim my mansion in the skies,
E’en then shall this be all my plea: “Jesus hath lived, hath died, for me.”

Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made, An everlasting ransom paid.
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Our Life Together

Pre-Service Silence: To facilitate an atmosphere of reverent preparation for the Divine 
Service, we ask that, before the Service, all conversation be carried out in the fellowship hall 
with the door to the church closed. We also ask that conversation in the church itself before 
the Service be kept to minimum and be carried on in hushed tones. Thank you. 

Bible Studies: Our study of 1 & 2 Peter in the context of today’s culture continues 
following today’s Service. There will be no Bible study next Sunday due to the 4pm 
dedication Vespers. The Thursday morning study will cover selections of Joshua 17-21.    

Mary/Martha Circle meets on Wednesday evening at 6:00. All the ladies of the 
congregation are invited to attend and get involved.  

Sanctuary Dedication: Next Sunday is the Dedication Vespers for our newly renovated 
sanctuary. Please note that the morning Divine Service will be celebrated at 11:00 as usual, 
but there will be no Bible study afterward. Our circuit visitor, Rev. Steve Sparley will be here 
to preach for the afternoon Service. A meal will also follow Vespers. This is a good 
opportunity to invite friends and neighbors to come and look at the work and participate in the
festivities.  

A Huge Thank You to everyone who donated to the Walk for Hope, as well as to the group 
we had walking yesterday. Our team raised close to $1000! We will be able to report a total 
amount raised for the Walk as soon as we have that figure. Hope Clinic, through its work, is 
saving the lives of innocent children and meeting the needs of their struggling parents. The 
portal is still open for donations. Just go to givebutter.com/walkforhope2022/gorge-lutherans-
1.

Altar Flowers: We ask that everyone take a turn bringing flowers for the altar. A flower 
chart is posted again on the bulletin board in the hallway in the back of church. Flowers are an
important ornimant to beautify God’s Service. Please sign up to take a turn! If you have any 
questions, speak with Margaret Atchison. 

Church Literature: Don’t forget to take your copy of the Congregation at Prayer from the 
table in the entryway of the Church.
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Doxology Retreat: Pastor will be attending the Doxology Mini Retreat for Pastors in the 
Seattle area October 17-19. Doxology is the Lutheran Center for Spiritual Care and Counsel. 
This organization and its activities is dedicated to providing an environment for clergy to 
reflect on their own spiritual and emotional health. The purpose is to help pastors enhance and
improve their skills as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s sacred mysteries.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

Monday: Pastor’s Day Off

Tuesday: Commemoration of New Testament Deacon, Philip; Pastor at Bethany

Wednesday: Pastor at Concordia

Thursday: Pastor at Bethany; Bible Study for the Parish, 10:00am

Friday: Pastor at Concordia

Saturday: Pastor at Bethany

Next Sunday: The Third Sunday After Michaelmas
                           Concordia Holy Communion, 9:00am
                           Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am
                           Bethany Sanctuary Dedication Vespers, 4:00pm



Understanding the Chasuble
What is that colorful poncho the pastor wears? It’s called a chasuble. Quite 

simply, the chasuble is the festival pastoral garment for the celebration of the 
church’s festival meal – the Lord’s Supper.

The chasuble began as the cloak worn in everyday life. It is mentioned by St. 
Paul in 2 Timothy 4:13. Writing from prison just before his execution, he asks Timothy
to bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come.  The Greek word 
translated as cloak is pheloneis, and from ancient times the Eastern churches have 
called their chasubles phelonion.

The name chasuble comes from the Latin term casula which meant “little hut” 
because it covered the whole man. As the casula passed out of secular, everyday 
use, it was retained as a clerical vestment by the Christian Church and became 
known as a chasuble. It appears in art as clerical dress as early as the beginning of 
the 5th century. The chasuble was worn by every priest who was celebrating the 
Sacrament of the Altar. Since every Divine Service included the Sacrament, it was 
the distinctive vestment of the Divine Service at the time of the Reformation.

Like other aspects of the catholic (universal) heritage of the Church such as 
the liturgy, lessons and church year, the Lutherans retained the traditional vestments 
(clerical robes). Pictured above is a chasuble that Martin Luther used. In the 16 th 
century Lutheran altar painting below, we see again that the Lutherans continued to 
use the chasuble as the distinctive vestment of the Divine Service. Its use continued 
in the 17th century and into the 18th century in places like J.S. Bach’s church in 
Leipzig Germany.
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Unfortunately, things that should not have been lost, were lost and then 
forgotten about. The period of Lutheran Pietism and secular Rationalism infiltrated 
the Church in the 18th century and produced a decline in church practice. Pietism, 
being a sour and joyless movement, despised beautiful things (the Pietists thought 
beauty and joy got in the way of true repenting over sin). The Rationalists, being all 
“scientific” and “practical,” simply saw no use for clerical robes, and decorative 
ornaments in the church of any kind. 

Those two influences over the course of a century or more, plus the forced 
union of Lutheran churches with Reformed (who rejected vestments) caused many 
Lutheran churches to abandon the use of the chasuble and other vestments, in favor 
of a plain black gown.

During the 20th century there was a recognition of the loss that had occurred. 
First the cassock and surplice was reintroduced, and then the alb and cincture was 
brought back into use (the alb is the long white garment worn by a lot of pastors 
today that looks like a bathrobe. The cincture is the rope tied around the waist). 
Along with this, many churches have begun using a chasuble again to wear over the 
alb. The introduction of the chasuble is part of this movement to reclaim the catholic 
heritage that the Reformation kept.

The chasuble is beautifully decorated in the liturgical color of the day and/or 
season. Often on the front and back it has bands called an orphery that form a cross.
The chasuble is part of the overall ceremony of the liturgy. This ceremony – the 
movements of the pastor, the way the communion ware is handled, the vestments, 
paraments, candles, chanting, etc. – is part of the Church’s catholic (univeral) culture.
It signals that something greatly important, something holy, something mystical, 
something other-worldly, something heavenly is taking place. It signals the great 
miracle that the holy and almighty God is uniquely present in and with His church in 
the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. All of this is fitting for our worship according 
to what Psalm 96 says: Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  

The chasuble visually signifies that like our Lutheran forefathers of the 
Reformation, we Lutherans in our time and place embrace the timeless catholic faith 
and the practice that flows from it.
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Hymns for Michaelmas 2: Today’s Offering Hymn: Soul, Adorn 
Thyself with Gladness (ELH 328) is one of the richest Lord’s 
Supper hymns ever written. One scholar has called is “perhaps 
the finest of all German hymns for the Holy Communion.” It’s 
writer, Johann Franck (1618-1677), is second in importance only 
to Paul Gerhardt among the several 17th century German hymn 
writers. Several of his hymns appear in English-speaking 
Lutheran hymnbooks such as our ELH, but none more familiar or
important than this one. The full
 text first appeared in 1648 and has continued in unbroken 
regular use since. Contemplative and devotional in style, Frank’s 
text addresses the soul. It examines the soul’s attitudes, 
ponderings, and prayers concerning the Lord’s Supper in an 
almost mystical way. This reflects the deep and strong 
eucharistic piety that exemplified 17th century Lutheranism and 

continues to this day. Stanza 1 urges the soul to adorn, or ornament, itself with a festival 
garment of gladness, to participate with joy in the amazing banquet set by the Holy One 
who invites the believing soul to be His guest. With such a communicant, the incarnate 
Son of God dwells in the very substance of His true body and blood. Stanza 2 uses the 
image of a bride coming to her husband. It comes close even to the erotic in an attempt 
to describe the union of Christ to the soul in the Supper. Stanza 3 begins with thoughts 
from Matthew 13:44-46: one who finds a treasure hidden in a field will sell everything to 
buy that field. But God gives freely what no price can buy: the body and blood of Christ. 
Stanza 4 gives voice to the intense hunger of the repentant soul for the forgiving food 
God provides in this blessed meal. Stanzas 5 & 6 contemplate the mystery of so great a 
miracle that defies all attempts of human reason to explain it: that with His true body and 
blood Christ can feed many souls all at once and the food never runs out. Stanza 7 is a 
deeply felt plea of the soul to Jesus to worthily receive Christ’s body and blood. As we 
know from the small catechism, “worthy” reception is not about moral pureness, but “he 
is truly worthy and well-prepared who has faith in these words: ‘given and shed for you 
for the remission of sins.’” Stanza 8 claims for the soul the sacrifice of Christ and the 
shedding of His blood on the cross, the benefit of which is received in the sacrament. 
Stanza 9 uses the imagery of John 6. The body of Christ broken – the Bread of Life – 
and His blood shed for the life of the world are the measure of how deep God’s love in 
Christ is for us. The soul again prays for the love to answer Christ’s loving invitation. The 
hymn then concludes with the hope of heaven brought about by this gift of grace.
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