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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF OUR BLESSED 
LORD! We are pleased you are here, gathered around the 

Gospel in Preaching and the Sacraments! GUESTS – If we 
can assist you in any way with questions about our 

confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other need, 
please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort 
you.

CONFESSIONAL STATEMENT: Concordia Lutheran Church confesses all the Holy 
Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired word of God without any errors. 
We also hold, without any reservation, to the teachings of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Confessions contained in the 1580 Book of Concord. We confess these teachings to be the 
correct interpretation of Scripture and a true explanation of the one, holy, catholic (universal)
and apostolic faith. 

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O almighty and everlasting God: We confess that we are poor 
sinners and cannot answer one time out of a thousand, when You contend with us; but with all
our hearts we thank You, that You have taken all our guilt from us and laid it upon Your dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and made Him to atone for it.  We pray, graciously sustain us in faith, and so
govern us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may live according to Your will, in neighborly love, 
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service and helpfulness, and not give way to wrath or revenge, that we may not incur Your 
wrath, but always find in You a gracious Father; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Office of Matins
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 109

Confession of Sin
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most 
worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those 
things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel 
and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain 
forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.

C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your 
holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not 
done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and 
restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
Your holy name.

P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, 
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn of Invocation: 452, Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee
C: Out of the depths I cry to Thee; Lord, hear me I implore Thee!

Thy gracious ear incline to me; My prayer let come before Thee.
On my misdeeds in mercy look, O deign to blot them from Thy book,
Or who can stand before Thee?

Thy love and grace alone avail To blot out my transgression;
The best and holiest deeds must fail To break sin’s dread oppression.
Before Thee none can boasting stand, But all must fear Thy strict demand
And live alone by mercy.
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Therefore my hope is in the Lord And not in mine own merit;
It rests upon His faithful Word to them of contrite spirit
That He is merciful and just – This is my comfort and my trust.
His help I wait with patience.

And though it tarry till the night And till the morning waken,
My heart shall never doubt His might Nor count itself forsaken.
Do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed, Ye of the Spirit born indeed;
Wait for your God’s appearing.

Where’er the greatest sins abound, By grace they are exceeded;
Thy helping hand is always found With aid where aid is needed.
Our Shephered good and true is He Who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow.

Versicles: pp. 109-110
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

P: Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Invitatory & Venite: pp. 110-111
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.
C: For He is our Maker.

C: O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him with 
psalms.
For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.
The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

Psalm 130 Tone 2

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}   

Antiphon: Out of the `depths I have cried/ to `You, O LORD;
Psalm: 2Lord, `hear my voice!/ Let Your ears be attentive To the voice of my `supplications.
3If You, LORD, should mark `iniquities,/ O Lord, `who could stand?
4But there is for`giveness with You,/ That `You may be feared.
5I wait for the LORD, `my soul waits,/ And in His `word I do hope.
6My soul `waits for the Lord/ More than those who watch `for the morning;
Yes, `more than those/ who watch `for the morning.
7O Israel, `hope in the LORD;/ For with the LORD `there is mercy,
And `with Him/ is abun`dant redemption.
8And He shall re`deem Israel/ From all his `iniquities.
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon: Out of the `depths I have cried/ to `You, O LORD;

Old Testament: Micah 6:6-8
P: In those days Micah prophesied: With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself 
before the High God? Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has shown you,
O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with your God?

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Hymn: 490, These Are the Holy Ten Commands, sts. 1 & 2
C: These are the holy Ten Commands Which God the Lord placed in our hands

Through faithful Moses in the cloud On Sinai’s mount, high and proud.
Have mercy, Lord!

I am your only God and Lord; No other gods shall be adored,
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But you shall fully trust in Me With all your heart, loving me.
Have mercy, Lord!

Epistle: Philippians 1:3-11
P: Brethren: I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine
making request for you all with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until 
now, being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; just as it is right for me to think this of you all, 
because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace.  For God is my witness, 
how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ.  And this I pray, that your 
love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, that you may 
approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day 
of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Hymn: 490, These Are the Holy Ten Commands, sts. 11 & 12
C: To us God gave these Ten Commands That you might learn, O child of man,

Your sinfulness and also know To live for God, as you go.
Have mercy, Lord!

Lord Jesus Christ, now help us all, Our Mediator from the Fall,
Our works are all so full of sin, But You for us heav’n did win.
Have mercy, Lord!

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 18:23-35
P: At that time time Jesus said: “Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who 
wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  And when he had begun to settle accounts, one 
was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.  But as he was not able to pay, his 
master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that 
payment be made.  The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience
with me, and I will pay you all.’  Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion,
released him, and forgave him the debt.  But that servant went out and found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the 
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throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’  And he would not, but went and 
threw him into prison till he should pay the debt.  So when his fellow servants saw what had 
been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done.  
Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all 
that debt because you begged me.  Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow 
servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered him to the 
torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.  So My heavenly Father also will do to 
you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Office Hymn: 522, O Faithful God, Thanks Be to Thee
C: O faithful God, thanks be to Thee Who dost forgive iniquity.

Thou grantest help in sin’s distress, And soul and body dost Thou bless.

Thy servant now declares to me: “Thy sins are all forgiven thee. 
Departy in peace, but sin no more And e’er My pard’ning grace adore.”

O Lord, we bless Thy gracious heart, For Thou Thyself dost heal our smart
Through Christ our Savior’s precious blood Which for the sake of sinners flowed.

Give us Thy Spirit, peace afford Now and forever gracious Lord.
Preserve to us till life is spent Thy holy Word and Sacrament.

Sermon

The Te Deum Laudamus: 44, Thee, God, We Praise, Thy Name We Bless
C: Thee, God, we praise, Thy name we bless, Thee, Lord, of all we do confess;

The whole creation worships Thee, The Father of eternity.

To Thee aloud all angels cry, The heav’ns and all the pow’rs on high,
The cherubs and the seraphs join, And thus they hymn Thy praise divine.

O holy, holy, holy Lord, Thou, God, of hosts, by all adored;
Earth and the heav’ns are full of Thee, Thy light, Thy pow’r, Thy majesty.
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Th’apostles join the glorious throng, The prophets swell th’immortal song,
The white-robed hosts of martyrs bright All serve and praise Thee day and night.

The holy Church in ev’ry place Throughout the world exalts Thy praise,
And ever doth acknowledge Thee, Father of boundless majesty.

O God eternal, mighty King, We unto Thee our praises bring;
And to Thy true and only Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One.

O King of glory, Christ the Lord, God’s everlasting Son-the Word,
To rescue mankind from its doom, Thou didst our very flesh assume.

Thou overcamest death’s sharp sting, Believers unto heav’n to bring;
At God’s right hand, exalted there, Thou dost the Father’s glory share.

And we believe Thou wilt descend To be our judge, when comes the end;
Thy servants help, whom Thou, O God, Hast ransomed with Thy precious blood.

Among Thy saints let us be found With glory everlasting crowned;
Thy people save from age to age, And bless Thy chosen heritage.

O guide them, lift them up for aye: We magnify Thee day by day,
Thy name we worship and adore, World without end, for evermore.

Vouchsafe, O Lord, we humbly pray, To keep us safe from sin this day:
O Lord, have mercy on us all, Have mercy on us when we call.

Thy mercy, Lord, to us extend, As on Thy mercy we depend: 
Lord, I have put my trust in Thee, Confounded let me never be.

Litany: pp. 137-138 
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
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Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

O God the Father in heaven,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter,
Have mercy upon us.

Be gracious unto us.
Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious unto us.
Help us, good Lord.

From all sin;
From all error;
From all evil;

Good Lord, deliver us.

From the temptations and assaults of the devil;
From sudden and evil death;
From disease and famine;
From war and bloodshed;
From sedition and rebellion;
From storms and natural disaster;
From all calamity by fire and water;
And from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.
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By the mystery of Your holy Incarnation;
By Your holy Nativity;
By Your Baptism, Fasting and Temptation;
By Your Agony and Bloody Sweat;
By Your Cross and Passion;
By Your precious Death and Burial;
By Your glorious Resurrection and Ascension;
And by the coming of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation;
In all time of our prosperity;
In the hour of death;
And in the Day of Judgment;

Help us, good Lord.

We poor sinners do beseech You;
To hear us, O Lord God.

And to lead and govern Your holy Christian church in the right way;
To preserve all pastors and servants of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding

of Your Word, and in holiness of life;
To put an end to all godless teaching and causes of offense;
To bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived.
To beat down Satan under our feet;
To send faithful laborers into Your harvest;
To accompany Your Word with Your Spirit and grace;
To raise up those who fall, and to strengthen those who stand;
And to comfort and help the faint-hearted and distressed:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all nations peace and concord;
To preserve our country from discord and contention;
To direct and defend our government, and all in authority;
And to bless and keep all who administer justice, and all our people: 

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.
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To behold and sustain all who are in danger, necessity and tribulation;
To protect all who travel; To preserve all women in the perils of childbirth;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children;
To set free all who are innocently imprisoned;
To defend and provide for all fatherless children and widows; 
And to have mercy on all people: 

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts;
To give and preserve to our use the fruits of the earth;
And graciously to hear our prayers:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God;
We beseech You to hear us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Grant us Your peace.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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The Lord’s Prayer (chanted)

Collects (spoken)
For the Day
P: O God, our Refuge and Strength, the Author of all godliness: Be ready, we beseech You, to 
hear the devout prayers of Your Church; and grant that those things which we ask in true faith,
we may obtain by Your boundless mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

For the Feast of St. James the Just, Bishop & Martyr (October 23)
P: Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the Just, brother of our 
Lord, your Church may give itself continually to prayer and to the reconciliation of all who 
are at variance and enmity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

For the Morning
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having safely brought us to the
beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day 
we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doing, being ordered by
Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 119
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 429, Chief of Sinners Though I Be
C: Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me,

Died that I might live on high, Lived that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, I am His and He is mine.

O the height of Jesus’ love, Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity.
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Love that found me – wondrous thought! – Found me when I sought Him not.

Jesus only can impart Balm to heal the smitten heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n;
Faith and hope to walk with God In the way the Enoch trod.

Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is All in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own.
Safe with Him from earthly strife, He sustains the hidden life.

O my Savior, help afford By They Spirit and Thy Word!
When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die.
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Reformation Sunday: Next Sunday is Reformation Sunday! 
October 31, 1517 was such a long time ago in a very different
place. Why does it still matter? Why ought we continue to 
remember the Reformation? Because, in that time and in that 
place, through chosen servants, God Himself restored to His 
church the right teaching and practice of His holy Word and 
cleansed the church of errors in doctrine and practice that 
obscured His Word. The unchanging truth of God’s Word still 
matters! The pure Gospel of repentance and the forgiveness 

of sins by faith alone in the merits of Christ still matters for the salvation of sinners!
it’s the only message that saves! This awesome truth is what we Lutherans 
celebrate and give thanks for on Reformation. Plan not to miss the Divine 
Service!



Our Life Together
Bible Studies: In the Sunday study we are exploring what the Scriptures have to say about 
issues of worldview and present-day culture, using Peter’s Epistles as our basis. The title of 
the study is Living as Christians in Exile. The title is taken from 1 Peter 2:11 where the 
apostle addresses Christians as sojourners and pilgrims in this world (“exiles” is used in 
another translation). Today we will cover the first part of a two-part lesson on Evolutionary 
theory entitled: the Disorder & Ugliness of Evolution vs. The Order, Beauty & Goodness of 
Adam and Christ. The purpose of this study is learn how to heed Peter’s admonition to God’s 
people in 1 Peter 3:15: Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a 
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.
The Thursday class will cover the last three chapters of Joshua this week and next.

Hope Medical Clinic: Copies of the new Hope Newsletter are on the table in the Narthex. 
Pick up a copy to learn about important events and info at the clinic. Also, the clinic is in great
need of diapers and wipes! Let’s try to help!

Bulls Barn Party: Everyone from Bethany and Concordia congregations is invited out to 
the Bulls estate next Sunday for the annual Barn Party. Party starts at 5:00pm! Chilli and hot 
dogs and drinks will be provided. Please bring a dish to pass. Be prepared for the weather to 
be a bit cold and wet. 

New Meditations are on the table out in the Narthex. There are both large print and regular 
print booklets. Please take your copy as you leave today. Don’t forget your copy of our 
weekly prayer sheet. There are also still a copy or two of the latest issue of the Lutheran 
Sentinel.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

Monday: FEAST OF ST. JAMES THE JUST, BISHOP & MARTYR (transferred from
                 Sunday); Pastor’s Day Off

Tuesday: Commemoration of Faithful NT Women, Tabitha, Lydia, and Phoebe
                 Pastor at Bethany

Wednesday: Commemoration Of Blessed Philipp Nicolai, Johann Heermann, and Paul
                      Gerhardt, Lutheran Hymnwriters; Pastor at Concordia

Thursday: Pastor at Bethany; Bible Study for the Parish, 10:00am

Friday: FEAST OF STS. SIMON & JUDE, APOSTLES; Pastor at Concordia

Saturday: Pastor at Bethany

Next Sunday: REFORMATION SUNDAY
                           Concordia Service of the Word, 9:00am
                           Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am
                           Bible Study for the Parish, 12:45pm
                           Bull’s Barn Party, 5:00pm
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Today’s HYMN OF INVOCATION Out of the Depths 
I Cry to Thee (ELH 452) is a Luther gem from 1523. 
It is a metrical paraphrase of Psalm 130 (today’s 
Introit at Bethany and Psalm at Concordia). The 
hymn gained favor at once and is found in most of 
the leading hymn books in Lutheran countries. One 
of those, the Strassburger hymn book of 1541, gives
it the following title: “A Hymn of Prayer and 
Supplication concerning the Forgiveness of sins, 
together with a comforting Confession of Faith and 
an unflinching Trust in the Grace and Goodness of 
God.” During the Diet of Augsburg in the spring and 
early summer of 1530 Luther was held back at the 
Coburg Castle for his own safety. There he was kept 
informed of the events surrounding the writing and 
public presentation of the Augsburg Confession. So 

full of fear and anxiety was he at how things were going, that he was often on the 
verge of collapse. He would then call the servants and say: “Come, let us, despite
the devil, sing ‘Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee,’ and thereby praise and glorify 
God. Today’s CHIEF HYMN O Faithful God, Thanks be to Thee (ELH 522) by 
Nikolaus Selnecker (1532-1592) was one of a series of six hymns that appeared 
in a 1572 volume of hymns composed on the catechism. It was entitled “How one
may find comfort in the blessed absolution.”
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