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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF OUR BLESSED 
LORD! We are pleased you are here, gathered around the

Gospel in Preaching and the Sacraments! GUESTS – If 
we can assist you in any way with questions about our 
confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our 
liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It 
is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will 

strengthen and comfort you.

CONFESSIONAL STATEMENT: Concordia Lutheran Church confesses all the Holy 
Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired word of God without any errors. 
We also hold, without any reservation, to the teachings of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Confessions contained in the 1580 Book of Concord. We confess these teachings to be the 
correct interpretation of Scripture and a true explanation of the one, holy, catholic (universal)
and apostolic faith. 

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O almighty, eternal and merciful God, by Your beloved Son, our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, You established the kingdom of grace for us in Your holy 
Church here on earth, that we might believe the forgiveness of our sins, since You are a God 
who has no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live: We beseech You, graciously forgive us all our sins; through the same, Your Son Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

NOVEMBER 13, 2022 † 9:00 A. M.



The Office of Matins
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 109

Confession of Sin
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to 
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most 
worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, those 
things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel 
and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain 
forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.

C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your 
holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not 
done those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and 
restore us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
For His sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of 
Your holy name.

P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, 
grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn of Invocation: 527, In the Midst of Earthly Life
C: In the midst of earthly life Snares of death surround us;

Where, then, flee we in the strife, Lest our foes confound us?
To Thee, alone, our Savior!
We mourn our grievous sin, which hath
Stirred the fire of Thy fierce wrath:
Holy and righteous God! Holy and mighty God!
Holy and all merciful Savior! Everliving God!
Save us, Lord, from sinking In death’s deep and bitter flood!
Have mercy, O Lord!

In the midst of death’s dark vale, Hell’s grim pow’rs o’ertake us;
Who will help when they assail, Who secure can make us?
Thou only, Lord, Thou only!
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It moves Thy tender heart to see Our great sin and misery.
Holy and righteous God! Holy and mighty God!
Holy and all merciful Savior! Everliving God!
Let not heel dismay us With its deep and burning flood.
Have mercy, O Lord!

Into hell’s fierce agony Sin doth headlong drive us;
Where shall we for refuge flee, Who, O who will hide us?
Thou only, blessed Savior!
Thy precious blood was shed to win Peace and pardon for our sin.
Holy and righteous God! Holy and mighty God!
Holy and all merciful Savior! Everliving God!
Lord preserve and keep us In the true faith’s comfort.
Have mercy, O Lord!

Versicles: pp. 109-110
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

P: Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Invitatory & Venite: pp. 110-111
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.
C: For He is our Maker.

C: O come, let us sing to the Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation.
Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving and make a joyful noise to Him with 
psalms.
For the Lord is a great God: and a great King above all gods.
In His hand are deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.
The sea is His, for He made it: and His hands form-ed the dry land.
O come, let worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For He is our God: and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be; forevermore. Amen.

Psalm 54 Tone 2

-v`*cYcc]cjchcfchc]v]cYcc]cfchcfcdc}  
Antiphon: Save me, O `God, by Your name,/ And vindicate `me by Your strength.
Psalm: 2Hear my `prayer, O God;/ Give ear to the `words of my mouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me, And oppressors have sought `after my life;/ 
They have not set `God before them.
4Behold, God `is my helper;/ The Lord is with those who `uphold my life.
5He will repay my enemies `for their evil./ Cut them `off in Your truth.
6I will freely sac`rifice to You;/ I will praise Your name, O LORD, `for it is good.
7For He has delivered me out `of all trouble;/ And my eye has seen its desire upon `my 
enemies.
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon: Save me, O `God, by Your name,/ And vindicate `me by Your strength.

Old Testament: Daniel 7:1, 9-14
P: In those days, in the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and 
visions of his head while on his bed.  Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts.  
Daniel spoke, saying: “I watched then because of the sound of the pompous words which the 
horn was speaking; I watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the 
burning flame.  As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet their 
lives were prolonged for a season and a time.  I was watching in the night visions, and behold,
One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, 
and they brought Him near before Him.  Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him.  His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be 
destroyed.”

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.
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Chief Hymn: 538, The Day Is Surely Drawing Near, sts. 1-2
C: The day is surely drawing near When God's Son, the Anointed,

Shall with great majesty appear As Judge of all appointed.
All mirth and laughter then shall cease
When flames on flames will still increase, As Scripture truly teacheth.

A trumpet loud shall then resound And all the earth be shaken.
Then all who in their graves are found Shall from their sleep awaken;
But all that live shall in that hour
By the Almighty's boundless pow'r Be changed at His commanding.

Epistle: 2 Peter 3:3-14
P: Brethren: Scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, and 
saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.”  For this they willfully forget: that 
by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the 
water, by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.  But the 
heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until 
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  But, beloved, do not forget this one thing,
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  The Lord 
is not slack concerning His promises, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us,
not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  But the day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements will melt with fervent heat: both the earth and the works that are in it will be 
burned up.  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells.  Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things,
be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.
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Chief Hymn: 538, The Day Is Surely Drawing Near, sts. 3-4
C: A book is opened then to all, A record truly telling

What each hath done, both great and small, 
When he on earth was dwelling; And ev'ry heart be clearly seen,
And all be known as they have been In tho'ts and words and actions.

Then woe to those who scorned the Lord And sought but carnal pleasures,
Who here despised His precious Word And loved their earthly treasures!
With shame and trembling they will stand
And at the Judge's stern command To Satan be delivered.

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 25:31-46
P: At that time Jesus said: When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels 
with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.  All the nations will be gathered before 
Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the 
goats.  And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.  Then the King 
will say to those on His right hand, “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I 
was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you 
clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.”  Then the 
righteous will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or 
thirsty and give You drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and 
clothe You? Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?” And the King will 
answer and say to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of 
these My brethren, you did it to Me.”  Then He will also say to those on the left hand, “Depart
from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: for I was 
hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; I was a stranger 
and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did 
not visit Me.”  Then they also will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did we see You hungry 
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?” Then He 
will answer them, saying, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to Me.”  And these will go away into everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous into eternal life.

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord.
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Chief Hymn: 538, The Day Is Surely Drawing Near, sts. 5-7
C: O Jesus, who my debt didst pay And for my sin wast smitten,

Within the Book of Life, oh, may My name be also written!
I will not doubt; I trust in Thee,
From Satan Thou hast made me free And from all condemnation.

Therefore my Intercessor be And for Thy blood and merit
Declare my name from judgment free With all who life inherit,
That I may see Thee face to face With all Thy saints in that blest place
Which Thou for us hast purchased.

O Jesus Christ, do not delay, But hasten our salvation;
We often tremble on our way In fear and tribulation.
Then hear us when we cry to Thee;
Come, mighty Judge, and make us free From every evil! Amen.

Sermon

The Te Deum Laudamus: pp. 114-116
C: We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.

All the earth worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein;
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and only Son;
Also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of Glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a Virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
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You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
to be our Judge.
We therefore pray You, help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name now and evermore.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

Kyrie & The Lord’s Prayer (chanted): pp. 116-117
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father...

Collects (spoken)
For the Day
P: O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, being ever 
mindful of the end of all things and the day of Your last judgment, we may be stirred up to 
holiness of living here and dwell with You forever hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

For the Word
P: Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, 
grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn and take them to heart, that by the patience 
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and comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 
C: Amen.

For the Morning
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having safely brought us to the
beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day 
we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doing, being ordered by
Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 119
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 535, Farewell I Gladly Bid Thee
C: Farewell I gladly bid Thee, False, evil world, farewell.

Thy life is vain and sinful, With Thee I would not dwell.
I long to be in heaven, In that untroubled sphere
Where they will be rewarded Who served their God while here.

By Thy good counsel lead me, O Son of God, my Stay;
In each perplexing trial Help me, O Lord, I pray.
Mine hour of sorrow shorten, Support my fainting heart,
From every cross deliver, The crown of life impart.

When darkness round me gathers, Thy name and cross, still bright,
Deep in my heart are sparkling Like stars in blackest night.
O heart, this image cherish: The Christ on Calvary,
How patiently He suffered And shed His blood for me!
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Lord, hide my soul securely Deep in Thy wounded side;
From every danger shield me And to Thy glory guide.
He has been truly blessed Who reaches heaven above;
He has found perfect healing Who rests upon Thy love.

Lord, write my name, I pray Thee, Now in the Book of Life
And with all true believers Take me where joys are rife.
There let me bloom and flourish, Thy perfect freedom prove,
And tell, as I adore Thee, How faithful was Thy love.

Our Life Together
Happy Veterens Day to any of our members who have served. 

Thank you for your service!

Our Quarterly Voters Meeting will be held today after the Service.

Bible Studies: In today’s study following the service at Bethany, keying
off today’s Epistle Lesson, 2 Peter 3:3-14, we will cover global climate 
change under the title: The Incompatibility of the Religon of Global 
Climate Change with Christianity. The purpose of this study is learn how 
to heed Peter’s admonition to God’s people in 1 Peter 3:15: Sanctify the 
Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to 

everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear. There 
will be no Thursday study this week. A week from Thursday we will begin a survey of the 
book of Judges. Everyone from both churches is encouraged to participate in one or both of
the studies in person or via the google hangouts link.

Pastor Lawson will be flying to San Diego on Tuesday to pick up a car and drive it back. 
He will be back in his study on Friday. 

Thanksgiving Eve Vespers will be prayed at Bethany on Wednesday, 
November 23 at 5:30pm. Before your festival plans, be sure to praise God 
from whom all blessings flow in and with your brothers and sister in Christ. 
Everyone from both churches is invited and encouraged to attend!
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Hope Clinic Giving Tree: Once again this year we are privileged to participate in the 
Giving Tree for Hope Clinic. Pastor will receive tags in a couple of weeks. It will be a mixture
tags – some with a type of Christmas gift that may be purchased for the families that the clinic
works with ($25 limit), other tags for diapers and wipes, which the clinic is severely short on. 
Gifts will need to be turned in at the church by December 13, so please start thinking now 
about what you are able to donate. Thank you for your generosity!  

Advent starts November 27: Advent Vespers will be held at Concordia each 
Wednesday in Advent at 6:00pm in preparation for Christmas. The theme of this 
year’s Advent Vespers sermon series is The Hymns of Advent. Each week we will 
focus on one famous hymns of the season.

Declaring to You the Whole Council of God … Issues, Etc. is a radio-talk show and 
podcast that covers a wide range of topics from a confessional Lutheran perspective. Topic 
range from the churchly issues to issues of culture and politics. This week’s subjects include: 
a review of the Movie “Black Panther: Wakanda Forever,” The Prophet Jeremiah & 
Overcoming Life’s Sorrow’s, The Doctrine of Justification, Informing the Christian 
Conscience and more. You can listen at your convenience at issuesetc.org, or download the 
LPR mobile app on your smartphone.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

Monday: Comm. of Emperor Justinian, Christian Ruler & Confessor of Christ
                 Pastor at Bethany until 3:30pm.
Tuesday - Wednesday: Pastor out of town
Friday: Pastor at Bethany
Saturday: Pastor at Bethany
Next Sunday: The Sunday of the Fulfillment
                        Concordia Holy Communion, 9:00am
                        Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am
                        Bethany Thanksgiving Potluck, 12:30pm

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00168teHuhBaYL-CFBNl_7sK_gxAhxjT_zZJ2pmlmaYAHJAgYhao6QB9gR57VhzNRKvoZeEJNPiPdYOA0nLheZwTnJhfydjLNcTrstMbYoenU2OlHIDoVV9ZUke_2etES-prbbAojBSXwSPYD6JkgnMog==&c=myxHUivUHXoaLGFaxa3kBgMiRIxYjMfJ-i-hX6hlECniW-z3w6CzGQ==&ch=OX-GWeRZQihaAds_4J3i5rByCvN2gWVhIDVDu0VIcbhgx0gY24C1aw==


Explaining the Divine Service
Communing with God: Scripture Lessons – Part 1

In the Service so far there has been a gradual and reverent approach to the 
altar of God.  In the Confession & Absolution we sinners have been prepared to enter
into God’s presence through the word of forgiveness.  In the Kyrie we have placed 
the whole world and all its needs before the throne of grace and pleaded for His 
mercy.  In the Gloria in Excelsis we have praised God for having mercy upon us and 
the whole world in this way – by sending His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, the 
Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world.  In the Collect for the Day we 
have addressed God in prayer, asking that He would grant us the specific blessings 
which are captured in the day’s Scripture lesson.  Now it is time to listen to God 
speak to us in the three lessons appointed for the day: Old Testament, Epistle, and 
Gospel.  

Preacher, be Quiet!
Please note that the Scripture lessons are the place where God speaks, not 

the preacher! An unfortunate and annoying custom has developed in our “user-
friendly” generation: the brief word of explanation.  I say this is unfortunate for two 
reasons: first, the Divine Service is high ceremony, for we are in the presence of the 
Most High.  Breaking the rhythm and flow of the Service with little infomercials to 
explain what is going on is clumsy at best.  No doubt, preachers who do this have the
best of intentions.  The effect of these constant interruptions, however, is to in-
formalize what ought to be a highly reverent and formal occasion.  

This goes for the entire Service.  Why must the pastor stop every five minutes 
to tell people what page in the hymnal we are on, or that we will now sing hymn such 
and such? That’s what bulletins are for.  If you notice a visitor around you who is 
having a hard time following even with a bulletin, help him out! Having the pastor do it
from up in front only treats the entire congregation like they need help. 

There is an even more important reason not to give little explanations before 
the lessons, though: It sends the message, if only subliminally, that God’s Word 
needs some help if it is to truly reach the heart of the hearers.  It doesn’t! God’s Word
is inherently powerful and effective.  Obviously God calls pastors to explain, to 
preach, and apply the Word.  The liturgy provides the sermon for that purpose.  The 
preacher will get his chance.  For now he should be quiet and let the focus be entirely
on God’s inspired Word.
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It is also unnecessary and distracting for the pastor to make constant eye 
contact while reading, as if he’s the great communicator.  Keeping eyes fixed on the 
page lets the congregation know that God is the one doing the communicating – 
through the written Word.  For the same reason, it is highly inappropriate for the 
pastor to dramatize the lessons through over-expression.  The Divine Service is not 
theater and the pastor is not play-acting.  Indeed, this is why, for centuries, the 
Scripture lessons were chanted.  Chanting tends to decrease the singer’s ability to 
dramatize words through voice inflection (if the chanting is done right, that is).

The Lectionary: No Old Testament?
The Scripture lessons are appointed in the lectionary – a cycle of readings for 

each day.  There are multiple lectionaries at this point, some one-year long, others 
three years long.  Our parish uses what is known as the historic one year lection, 
which is the oldest and most consistently used lectionary in existence.  It’s the first 
series on pp. 202-203 in ELH.  The lectionary for minor festivals is provided on p. 161
in the old Lutheran Hymnal.  The historic lectionary includes only the Epistles and 
Gospels.  The Old Testament lessons are a 20th century development.

The early Christian Services followed the pattern of the Jewish Synagogue 
which typically had two or three readings: one from the first five books of Moses, one 
from the prophets, and sometimes another from one of the Old Testament historical 
books.  As the New Testament was written, Christians began reading the Gospel 
books and letters of the apostles.  In order to shorten and simplify the Service, the 
Old Testament readings were gradually reduced to just one.  Probably by the time of 
Pope Gregory the Great (early 6th century) they were dropped altogether in the 
Roman Rite.

The Lutheran Common Service of 1883 attempted to restore Old Testament 
lessons to the lectionary by providing them as an option, but they didn’t really catch 
on.  Our old hymnal was published in 1941.  The lectionary on pages 159-160 in TLH
provided Old Testament lessons.  However, if you look at the Service on pages 20-
21 you will see that only the Epistle and Gospel are mentioned.  Fortunately, in the 
last 30-40 years the reading of an Old Testament lesson before the Epistle has 
become standard. ELH retained the list of OT lessons from the old TLH.

From Continuous Readings to Brief Selections
How the historic lectionary that we use still today developed is a long and 

complicated history.  In the mid-20th century, the Lutheran liturgical scholar, Dr. 
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Luther Reed, gave a brief overview of this development in his book The Lutheran 
Liturgy.  At the beginning of the 20th century the world-renowned Roman Catholic 
liturgist, Father Adrian Fortescue, provided much more detail in his book A History of 
the Roman Rite. 

Basically, during the first three centuries, the Old Testament books, Epistles 
and Gospels were read in continuous way with no fixed selections.  A 2nd-century 
writing by Justin the Martyr describes how, at the Christian Services, “the memoirs of 
the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as time permits.”  As the
church year developed, the three major festivals – Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost 
– were the first days to have appointed lessons.  Then, the seasons surrounding 
those festivals, etc., until the whole church year was set in stone by the time of the 
Emperor Charlemagne (800 AD).  For centuries there were some differences in the 
lectionary depending on which region you were in, but not many.  The Lutheran 
reformers made their own revisions, but basically, our lectionary today is what it has 
been for almost 1500 years.     
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