
ADVENT VESPERS 1
Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Almighty Father, by the 
Advent of Your Son into the world the Kingdom of 
Heaven is open to all who repent of their sins and 
believe in Him: Grant us Your Holy Spirit so that we 
may believe in Jesus with our whole heart, and so serve 
Him in our daily lives that when He comes again, we 

may, by Your mercy be gathered into the Kingdom which abides eternal in the 
heavens. We ask this through the same, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Office of Vespers
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 120

Hymn of Invocation: 108, Creator of the Starry Heights
C: Creator of the starry height, 

Thy people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, 
Hear Thou Thy servants when they call.

Thou, sorr’wing at the helpless cry 
Of all creation doomed to die,
Didst save our lost and guilty race 
By healing gifts of heav’nly grace.

Love drew Thee down the world to win 
From common stain of common sin;
Proceeding from a virgin shrine 
The spotless victim all divine.

At Thy great name, exalted now, 
All knees in lowly homage bow;



All things in heav’n and earth adore, 
And own Thee King forevermore.

To Thee, O holy One, we pray, 
Our Judge in that tremendous day;
Ward off, while yet we dwell below, 
The weapons of our crafty foe.

To God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be 
From age to age eternally.

Versicles: pp. 120
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

P: Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Psalm 85           Tone 4
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Antiphon: Behold, the name of the Lord `comes from afar:/ and let the whole earth be 
filled `with His glory.
Psalm: LORD, You have been favora`ble to Your land;/ You have brought back the 
captive`ty of Jacob.
2You have forgiven the iniquity `of Your people;/ You have co`vered all their sin.
3You have taken a`way all Your wrath;/ You have turned from the fierceness `of Your 
anger.
4Restore us, O God of `our salvation,/ And cause Your anger `toward us to cease.
5Will You be angry with `us forever?/ Will You prolong Your anger to all `generations?
6Will You not re`vive us again,/ That Your people may `rejoice in You?



7Show us `Your mercy, LORD,/ And grant us `Your salvation.
8I will hear what God the LORD will speak, For He will speak peace
To His people `and to His saints;/ But let them not turn `back to folly.
9Surely His salvation is near to `those who fear Him,/ That glory may `dwell in our 
land.
10Mercy and truth have `met together;/ Righteousness `and peace have kissed.
11Truth shall spring `out of the earth,/ And righteousness shall look `down from 
heaven.
12Yes, the LORD will `give what is good;/ And our land will `yield its increase.
13Righteousness will `go before Him,/ And shall make His foot`steps our pathway.
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son/ And to `the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the be`ginning, is now/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon: Behold, the name of the Lord `comes from afar:/ and let the whole earth be 
filled `with His glory.

Lection: St. Luke 1:5-25
There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of
the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well advanced in years. So it was, that while 
he was serving as priest before God in the order of his division, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went into the temple of 
the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of 
incense. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the 
altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and 
your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. And you 
will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. For he will be great in 
the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of 
the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will also go before Him in the spirit 
and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my
wife is well advanced in years.” And the angel answered and said to him, “I am 



Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring 
you these glad tidings. But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day
these things take place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled 
in their own time.” And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered
so long in the temple. But when he came out, he could not speak to them; and they 
perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for he beckoned to them and 
remained speechless. So it was, as soon as the days of his service were completed, that
he departed to his own house. Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and 
she hid herself five months, saying, “Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days 
when He looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”

O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Thanks be to You, O Lord.

Office Hymn: 96, Hark, a Thrilling Voice is Sounding!
C: Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding! 

“Christ is nigh!” we hear it say.
“Cast away the works of darkness; 
O ye children of the day!”

Wakened by the solemn warning, 
Let the earth-bound soul arise;
All the pow’rs of darkness vanish; 
Christ, our Daystar, mounts the skies.

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
One and all to be forgiv’n.

That, when next He comes with glory 
And the world is wrapped in fear,
He may shield us with His mercy 
And with words of love draw near.

Honor, glory, might, dominion 



To the Father and the Son
With the everlasting Spirit 
While eternal ages run! Amen.

Sermon:

Hymn: 88, Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come
C: Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 

Only Hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world! 
Open are to Thee all portals.
Come, Thy beauty let us see; 
Anxiously we wait for Thee.

Enter now my waiting heart, 
Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne'er depart, 
Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine 
When Thou art my Guest Divine!

My hosannas and my palms 
Graciously receive, I pray Thee;
Evermore, as best I can, Savior, 
I will homage pay Thee,
And in faith I will embrace, 
Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace.

Hail, hosanna, David's Son! 
Help, Lord, hear our supplication!
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 
Bring us blessing and salvation,
That forever we may sing: 
Hail, hosanna! to our King.



Versicle & Magnificat: pp. 122-123
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: My soul magnifies the Lord: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For He has regarded: the low estate of His handmaiden:
For, behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For He that is mighty has done to me great things: and holy is His name.
And His mercy is on those that fear Him: from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with His arm: He has scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts.
He has put down the mighty from their seats: and exalted those of low degree.
He has filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy: as He spoke to 
our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Kyrie & Lord’s Prayer (sung)
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father...

Collects
P: Mercifully hear, O Lord, the prayers of Your people: that, as they rejoice in the 
advent of Your only-begotten Son according to the flesh, so when He comes a second 
time in His majesty, they may receive the reward of eternal life; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

P:  O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works proceed, 
give Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set 
to obey Your commandments, and also that we, being defended by You from the fear 



of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.

P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us 
and with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our 
life, and in the end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with 
Your holy Word and Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when 
the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair 
when death shall come. Abide with us and with all the faithful through time and 
eternity; You who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 127
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 109, Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes
C: Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,

The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.

He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

He comes the broken hearts to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasure of His grace



To’enrich the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy beloved name.
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