
THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS
(NOVEMBER 1)

Concordia Evangelical Lutheran Church
1107 Pine St. Hood River, OR 97031

Telephone: (541) 386-4004 / gorgelutherans.com

Rev. Rob Lawson, Pastor (760) 715-3993
                 E-mail: rlawson0651@gmail.com              

       Mrs. Kristen Lawson, Keyboardist

WELCOME IN THE NAME OF OUR BLESSED 
LORD! We are pleased you are here, gathered around the

Gospel in Preaching and the Sacraments! GUESTS – If 
we can assist you in any way with questions about our 
confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our 
liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It

is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

CONFESSIONAL STATEMENT: Concordia Lutheran Church confesses all the Holy 
Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired word of God without any errors. 
We also hold, without any reservation, to the teachings of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Confessions contained in the 1580 Book of Concord. We confess these teachings to be the 
correct interpretation of Scripture and a true explanation of the one, holy, catholic (universal)
and apostolic faith. 

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: Scripture and our 
Confessions teach that the Lord’s Supper “is the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, under the bread and wine” (Small Catechism). We are concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to commune, 
please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness 
with us in doctrine, are members of sister churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod and 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson

NOVEMBER 6, 2022 † 9:00 A. M.



† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: O God, before whose face the generations rise and pass away, the 
Strength of those who labor and suffer, and the Repose of the holy and blessed dead: We 
rejoice in the Communion of Your Saints. We remember all who have faithfully lived; all who
have peacefully died, and especially those most dear to us who have entered into rest with 
You. Lift us into light and love; and give us at last our portion with those who have trusted in 
You and striven in all things to do Your holy will. And unto Your Name, with the Church on 
earth and the Church in heaven, we ascribe all honor and glory, now and evermore. Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: 553, Behold, a Host, Arrayed in White
C: Behold a host, arrayed in white,

Like thousand snow-clad mountains bright,
With palms they stand. Who is this band Before the throne of light?
Lo, these are they of glorious fame Who from the great affliction came
And in the flood of Jesus' blood Are cleansed from guilt and blame.
Now gathered in the holy place, Their voices they in worship raise,
Their anthems swell where God doth dwell, Mid angels' songs of praise.

Despised and scorned, they sojourned here;
But now, how glorious they must appear!
Those martyrs stand a priestly band, God's throne forever near.
So oft, in troubled days gone by, In anguish they would weep and sigh,
At home above the God of Love For aye their tears shall dry.
They now enjoy their Sabbath rest, The paschal banquet of the blest;
The Lamb, their Lord, at festal board Himself is Host and Guest.

Then hail, ye mighty legions, yea,
All hail! Now safe and blest for aye,
And praise the Lord, who with His Word Sustained you on the way.
Ye did the joys of earth disdain, Ye toiled and sowed in tears and pain.
Farewell, now bring your sheaves and sing Salvation's glad refrain.
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Swing high your palms, lift up your song, Yea, make it myriad voices strong,
Eternally shall praise to Thee, God, and the Lamb belong.

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you!  
C: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Antiphon (Pastor) A great multitude which no one could number, stood before the throne and 
`before the Lamb:/ Clothed with white robes, with palm branch`es in their hands. 
And crying out with a `loud voice, saying:/ “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, `and to the Lamb!”
Psalm (All) Rejoice in the Lord, `O you righteous!/ For praise from the upright `is 
beautiful.
The Lord `looks from heaven:/ He sees all `the sons of men.
From the place of His `dwelling He looks:/ On all the inhabi`tants of the earth;
He fashions their hearts in`dividually:/ He consid`ers all their works.
Gloria Patri (All) Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ and to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ and ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon (All) A great multitude which no one could number, stood before the throne and 
`before the Lamb:/ Clothed with white robes, with palm branch`es in their hands. 
And crying out with a `loud voice, saying:/ “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the
throne, `and to the Lamb!”

The Kyrie Eleison (form I): p. 63
C: Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Gloria in Excelsis: pp. 64-66
P: Glory be to God on high:
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.
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We praise You, we bless You, we worship You,
we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for Your great glory.

O Lord God, heav’nly King,
God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

You take away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
You take away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For You only are holy. You only are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Collect for the Day
P: O almighty God, You have knit together Your elect in one communion and fellowship in 
the mystical body of Your Son, Christ our Lord: Grant us grace to follow Your blessed saints 
in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys which You have 
prepared for those who truly love You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

First Lesson: Revelation 7:9-17
P: After these things I [John] looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 
number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud
voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” All the
angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their 
faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying: “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen.”  Then
one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where 
did they come from?” And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are the 
ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and 
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night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them.  They shall 
neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; for the
Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains 
of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All)   Tone 1

-v`*cYcc]cfchcjchc]v]cYcc]cjcgchcfc}
Oh, fear the `LORD, you His saints:/ There is no want to `those who fear Him.
But those `who seek the LORD:/ Shall not lack `any good thing.

Hymn: 554, For All the Saints, sts. 1-4
C: For all the saints who from their labors rest,

Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might,
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou in the darkness drear; their one true Light. Alleluia! Alleluia!

O may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold. Alleluia! Alleluia!

O blest communion, fellowship divine,
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine,
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Epistle: 1 John 3:1-3
Brethren: Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 
called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but 
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And 
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
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P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Alleluia Verse 
P: Alleluia! Alleluia! Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden: And I will give 
you rest. Alleluia! 
C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 5:1-12
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Matthew, the 5th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time seeing the multitudes, [Jesus] went up on a mountain, and when He was seated
His disciples came to Him.  Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who mourn, For they
shall be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.  Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.  Blessed are the merciful, For
they shall obtain mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.  Blessed are the
peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when they revile 
and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
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     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.

Chief Hymn: 539, Jerusalem, My Happy Home
C: Jerusalem, my happy home, Name ever dear to me!

When shall my labors have an end? Thy joys when shall I see?

O happy harbor of the saints! O sweet and pleasant soil!
In thee no sorrow may be found, No grief, no care, no toil.

In thee no sickness may be seen, No hurt, no ache, no sore;
In thee there is no dread of death, But life forevermore.

Thy saints are crowned with glory great; They see God face to face;
They triumph still, they still rejoice; Most happy is their case.
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There David stands with harp in hand As master of the choir;
Ten thousand times that man were blest That might this music hear.

There Mary sings Magnificat With tune surpassing sweet;
And all the virgins chant their parts, Sitting about her feet.

There Magdalene hath left her moan And cheerfully doth sing
With blessed saints whose harmony In every street doth ring.

Apostles, martyrs, prophets there Around my Savior stand;
And soon my friends in Christ below Will join the glorious band.

Jerusalem, my happy home! My soul still pants for thee;
Then shall my labors have an end, When I thy joy shall see.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: 584, Grant Peace, We Pray, in Mercy Lord
C: Grant peace, we pray, in mercy, Lord; Peace in our time, O send us!

For there is none on earth but You, None other to defend us.
You only, Lord, can fight for us. Amen! Have mercy, O Lord.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Hymn of Preparation: LSB 639, Wide Open Stand the Gates (Tune 541)
C: Wide open stand the gates adorned with pearls, 

While round God’s golden throne
The choirs of saints in endless circles curl
And joyous praise the Son!
They watch Him now descending To visit waiting earth.
The Lord of Life unending Brings dying hope new birth!

He speaks the Word the bread and wine to bless:
“This is My flesh and blood!”
He bids us eat and drink with thankfulness
This gift of holy food.
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All human thought must falter – Our God stoops low to heal,
Now present on the altar, For us both host and meal!

The cherubim, their faces veiled from light,
While saints in wonder kneel,
Sing praise to Him whose face with glory bright
No earthly masks conceal.
This sacrament God gives us Binds us in unity,
Joins earth with heav’n beyond us, Time with eternity!

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

Proper Preface & Sanctus: pp. 73-76
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, who in the multitude of Your saints did 
surround us with so great a cloud of witnesses that we, rejoicing in their fellowship, may run 
with patience the race that is set before us and, together with them, may receive the crown of 
glory that does not fade away; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
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The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79
When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.

The Distribution of the Crucified & Risen Body & Blood of Christ
Prayers for “Before Holy Communion” and 
for “After Holy Communion” are found on page 40 in ELH.

The Te Deum Laudamus: pp. 114-116
C: We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.

All the earth worships You, the Father everlasting.
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein;
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry:
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Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory.

The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You.
The noble army of martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You:
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable true and only Son;
Also the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.
You are the King of Glory, O Christ.
You are the everlasting Son of the Father.

When You took upon Yourself to deliver man,
You humbled Yourself to be born of a Virgin.
When You had overcome the sharpness of death,
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at the right hand of God
in the glory of the Father.
We believe that You will come
to be our Judge.
We therefore pray You, help Your servants,
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Your saints
in glory everlasting.

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.
Govern them and lift them up forever.
Day by day we magnify You.
And we worship Your name now and evermore.
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, for our trust is in You.
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded.

The Collect of Thanksgiving
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

12



P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through these salutary 
gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through them in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The Salutation, Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 558, From All Thy Saints in Warfare (Tune: 534)
C: From all Thy Saints in warfare, For all Thy saints at rest,

To Thee, O blessed Jesus, All praises be addressed.
Thou, Lord, didst win the battle That They might conqu’rors be;
Their crowns of living glory Are lit with rays from Thee.

Apostles, prophets, martyrs, And all the sacred throng
Who wear the spotless raiment, Who raise the ceaseless song;
For these, passed on before us, Savior, we Thee adore,
And walking in their footsteps, Would serve Thee more and more.

Then praise we God the Father, And praise we God the Son,
And God the Holy Spirit, Eternal Three in One;
Till all the ransomed number Fall down before the throne,
And honor, pow’r, and glory Ascribe to God alone.
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Our Life Together

Bible Studies: In the Sunday study we conclude the lesson on
Evolutionary theory entitled: the Disorder & Ugliness of Evolution vs.
The Order, Beauty & Goodness of Adam and Christ. The purpose of this
study is learn how to heed Peter’s admonition to God’s people in 1 Peter
3:15: Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give
a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you,
with meekness and fear. The Thursday class will cover the remainder of
the final chapter of Joshua.

Concordia’s Quarterly Voters Meeting will be held next Sunday after the Service.

Pastor Lawson will be flying to San Diego a week from Tuesday to pick up a car and then 
driving it back. He will be gone Nov. 15 and back in his study on Friday, Nov. 18. 

Pastor’s New Day Off is Saturday. This will enable him to be home for the day when the 
rest of the family is also home. Pastor will now be spending Mondays & Wednesdays at 
Concordia, and Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays at Bethany. As usual, Pastor is always 
available for emergencies at any time. 

Apologetics & Worldview Article: The newest article from our synod’s 
Center for Apologetics & Worldview is available. It’s an important one as it 
addresses the gender ideology craze! Does God assign gender/sex when he 
creates individuals? Or do we choose our own? Take a copy. Pass them out.

Hope Medical Clinic: Copies of the new Hope Newsletter are on the table in the Narthex. 
Pick up a copy to learn about important events and info at the clinic. Also, the clinic is in great
need of diapers and wipes! Let’s try to help!

Thanksgiving Eve Vespers will be prayed at Bethany on 
Wednesday, November 23 at 5:30pm. Before your festival plans, be 
sure to praise God from whom all blessings flow in and with your 
brothers and sister in Christ. The entire parish is invited to attend!
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Advent starts November 27: Advent Vespers will be held at Concordia each 
Wednesday in December at 5:30pm in preparation for Christmas. The theme of 
this year’s Advent Vespers sermon series is The Hymns of Advent. Each week we
will focus on one famous hymn of the season.

Educating a New Generation of Lutherans … Issues, Etc. is a radio-talk show and 
podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor 
Todd Wilken. The show covers a wide range of topics from a confessional Lutheran 
perspective from matters of church & theology, to culture & politics. Guests include regular 
Lutheran pastors, seminary professors, famous media personel, and world-renowned scholars 
in a number of fields. This week’s topics include: The TV Series “Andor,” Wokeism 101, 
Misconceptions about Eternal Life, The Opponents of Jesus and more. You can listen at your 
convenience at issuesetc.org, or download the LPR mobile app on your smartphone. 
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week

Monday: Pastor at Concordia
Tuesday: Commemoration of Blessed Johannes von Staupitz, Luther’s Father Confessor;
                  Pastor at Bethany
Wednesday: Birthday of Blessed Martin Chemnitz, Teacher & Confessor
                   Pastor at Concordia; Bethany Mary/Martha Guild, 6:00pm
Thursday: Birthday of Blessed Martin Luther, Teacher & Confessor
                   Pastor at Bethany; Bible study at Bethany, 10:00am
Friday: Commemoration of St. Martin of Tours, Bishop; Pastor at Concordia
Saturday: Pastor’s Day Off
Next Sunday: 2nd-Last Sunday in the Church Year
                        Concordia Service of the Word, 9:00am
                        Concordia Voters Meeting, 9:50am
                        Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am
                        Bible Study for the Parish, 12:45pm

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00168teHuhBaYL-CFBNl_7sK_gxAhxjT_zZJ2pmlmaYAHJAgYhao6QB9gR57VhzNRKvoZeEJNPiPdYOA0nLheZwTnJhfydjLNcTrstMbYoenU2OlHIDoVV9ZUke_2etES-prbbAojBSXwSPYD6JkgnMog==&c=myxHUivUHXoaLGFaxa3kBgMiRIxYjMfJ-i-hX6hlECniW-z3w6CzGQ==&ch=OX-GWeRZQihaAds_4J3i5rByCvN2gWVhIDVDu0VIcbhgx0gY24C1aw==


Explaining the Divine Service
Communing with God: Salutation & Collect for the Day

The first division of the Divine Service concludes with the Gloria in Excelsis.  In
the singing of the Introit, the Pastor has entered into the altar – the New Testament 
“Holy of Holies” upon which the Body and Blood of Christ will sit and from there be 
distributed to the faithful.
     In the singing of the Kyrie and Gloria the congregation has entered in. The 
faithful have cried out: Lord, have mercy.  In the song of the angels: Glory be to God 
on high and on earth peace, goodwill toward men, the congregation has confessed 
that God has mercy upon sinners in this way: by sending His only-begotten Son into 
human flesh as the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world (John 3:16).
     Now begins the first sacramental part of the Service where God speaks His 
saving words to His people through the Scripture lessons and sermon. 
     

The Salutation: More than “Hi, How are You?”
To begin this part of the Service, the chief prayer of the day is prayed.  But 

first, the pastor greets the faithful with the Biblical greeting, or Salutation: The Lord 
be with you.  The congregation responds: And with your spirit.
     The Salutation is a Hebrew greeting and response which expresses the 
theological meaning of Immanuel, “God with us.”  Forms of this traditional greeting 
can be found in Ruth 2:4, Judges 6:12 and Luke 1:28.  The Lord be with you 
expresses the theological truth that the Lord Himself is active and working for His 
people in the Divine Service, in and through the Pastoral Office which He Himself has
instituted to represent Him.  The congregation’s response: And with your spirit 
acknowledges this truth.  It is a confession that the Lord is indeed present in His 
church to do the work He has promised to do through the Pastor that He has Called 
and Ordained.  Thus, the Salutation confesses the relationship between pastor and 
people and serves to renew the bond of love and unity between the two.

Collect: The Prayer of the Day
Then follows the Collect for the Day – the main prayer of each Divine Service 

that highlights the theme for the particular day.  The term collect is taken from the 
Latin word collectio, which means “to collect together” or “to gather up.”  The idea is 
two-fold: first, it is the prayer that “gathers” or “collects” together the themes of the 
Scripture lessons for the day and expresses them in one, simple prayer.  Second, 
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this prayer is the prayer of the “collected faithful” who are gathered together in one 
heart and mind for worship as the body of Christ.

The old Lutheran Hymnal has this instruction on page 19: Then shall the 
Minister say or chant The Collect for the Day.  ELH leaves out this rubric. That’s 
unfortunate, for it is rather important.  This prayer joins the faithful together both with 
each other and with the saints of all times and places.  Thus, this prayer is prayed out
loud by the pastor alone (while all the people pray it silently along with him).  The 
pastor’s voice unites the voices of all the faithful together into one single voice.  
Furthermore, the pastor prays in the traditional orans posture of outstretched hands.  
This position signifies the gathering together of the people’s prayers, as well as the 
receiving of God’s gifts and blessings which He sends in response to the prayer of 
His people.

The Collect for the Day (and all collects) typically has five parts: invocation, 
basis for the petition, petition, benefit or desired result, and trinitarian termination.  
Consider the Collect for today as an example: 

Invocation: O almighty God; The collect is addressed to God the Father as are most
of the collects.  A few collects are addressed to the Son, Jesus Christ.  Only the 
Collect for Pentecost is addressed specifically to the Holy Ghost.  The Collect for 
Trinity Sunday is addressed to all three Persons.

Basis for the petition: You have knit together Your elect in the mystical body of Your
Son, Christ our Lord: God is the creator of the church – the mystical body of Christ. 
He grafts people into Christ’s body by the forgiveness of sins that His Son 
accomplished and by faith in Christ which the Holy Spirit imparts through the Word 
and baptism. On that basis we pray:

Petition with desired result: Grant us grace to follow Your blessed saints in all 
virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys which you 
have prepared for those who truly love You;

Trinitarian termination: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.  Christians 
always address God through Jesus Christ.
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We should note here: if more than two collects are prayed, the middle one 
concludes with the brief termination: through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Each Sunday, festival, and saint’s day has its own appointed Collect.  You can 
find the ones for Sundays and the major festivals in Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary 
beginning on page 147. Collects for the minor festivals of the saints can be found in 
the Lutheran Hymnal beginning on page 85.  

Nobody really knows for sure where these collects came from or who arranged
them for what days of the church year.  Wherever they came from they are very, very 
old. By the time the Liturgy of the Western Church was established in the middle of 
the 5th century these collects were pretty much set with very little revision in the 
following centuries.  

Interestingly, the Lutheran reformers revised these collects very little.  Thus, 
what we pray at each Service today is what the church has prayed for at least 1500 
years.  In many ways, then, these collects remind us that our prayers are not ours 
alone, but they are the prayers of the whole church – past, present, and future.
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All Saints Sunday: Abortion and euthanasia idolize death. They surrender to 
grief as if we have no hope. But we saints delight that Jesus has already 
swallowed death and sanctified human life from fertilization to forever. We may 
resist using death as a solution to suffering. And we can invite others to rejoice in 
the blessings of life He brings!   

Prayer: Lord Jesus, lead us to receive every life as a gift and every neighbor as 
a privilege. Amen. 
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