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WELCOME to all – we are glad you are here!  
Visitors, please take a moment to sign our Guest 
Book so that we can send you a note of thanks for 
joining us.  Please come often to the Lord’s House!

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Almighty God, most merciful Father, You open Your hand and 
satisfy the desire of every living thing: We give You most humble and hearty thanks that You 
have crowned our labors with Your blessing, and have permitted us once more to gather in the
fruits of the same.  We beseech You, bless and protect the living seed of Your Word sown in 
our hearts, that in the abundant fruits of righteousness we may always present to You an 
acceptable thank-offering; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Amen.

The Office of Vespers
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 120

Prelude Music & Ringing of the Chime

Hymn of Invocation: 466, We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer
C: We praise Thee, O God, our Redeemer, Creator!

In grateful devotion our tribute we bring:
We lay it before Thee; we kneel and adore Thee;
We bless Thy holy name; glad praises we sing.

We worship Thee, God of our fathers; we bless Thee.
Through life’s storm and tempest our Guide hast Thou been;
When perils o’ertake us, escape Thou wilt make us,



And with Thy help, O Lord, our battles we win.

With voices united our praises we offer;
To Thee, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise.
Thy strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us.
To Thee, our great Redeemer, forever be praise.

Versicles: pp. 120
P: O Lord, open my lips.
C: And my mouth shall show forth Your praise.

P: Make hast, O God, to deliver me.
C: Make hast to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen. Alleluia!

Psalm 65           Tone 2
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Antiphon: Praise is awaiting You, O `God, in Zion;/ And to You the vow `shall be performed.
Psalm: 2O `You who hear prayer,/ To You `all flesh will come.
3Iniquities pre`vail against me;/ As for our transgressions, You will provide a`tonement 
for them.
4Blessed is the man You choose, And cause `to approach You,/ That he may `dwell in Your 
courts.
We shall be satisfied with the good`ness of Your house,/ Of Your `holy temple.
5By awesome deeds in righteousness You `will answer us,/ O God of `our salvation,
You who are the confidence of all the `ends of the earth,/ And of `the far-off seas;
6Who established the moun`tains by His strength,/ Being `clothed with power;
7You who still the noise of the seas, The `noise of their waves,/ And the tumult `of the 
peoples.
8They also who dwell in the farthest parts are a`fraid of Your signs;/ You make the outgoings 
of the morning and `evening rejoice.
9You visit the earth `and water it,/ You great`ly enrich it;
The river of God is `full of water;/ You provide their grain, For so You `have prepared it.
10You water its ridges `abundantly,/ You set`tle its furrows;
You make it `soft with showers,/ You `bless its growth.
11You crown the year `with Your goodness,/ And Your paths drip `with abundance.



12They drop on the pastures of `the wilderness,/ And the little hills rejoice `on every side.
13The pastures `are clothed with flocks;/ The valleys also are `covered with grain;
They `shout for joy,/ they `also sing.
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father `and to the Son:/ And to `the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the be`ginning, is now:/ And ever shall be, forever`more.  Amen.
Antiphon: Praise is awaiting You, O `God, in Zion;/ And to You the vow `shall be performed.

Lection: St. Luke 12:13-21
P: At that time one from the crowd said to [Jesus]: “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.”  But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over 
you?” And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”  Then He spoke a parable to them, 
saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.  And he thought within himself, 
saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do this: I 
will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops, and my goods.  
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your 
ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be 
required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’ So is he who lays
up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

P: O Lord, have mercy upon us. 
C: Thanks be to You, O Lord!

Office Hymn: 63, Now Thank We All Our God
C: Now thank we all our God With heart and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things hath done, In whom this world rejoices,
Who from our mother’s arms Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love And still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts And blessed peace to cheer us
And keep us in His grace And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills In this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God The Father now be given,
The Son, and Him who reigns With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore!
For thus it was, is now, And shall be evermore.



Sermon

Versicle & Magnificat: pp. 122-123
P: Let my prayers rise before You as incense:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

C: My soul magnifies the Lord: and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For He has regarded: the low estate of His handmaiden:
For, behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For He that is mighty has done to me great things: and holy is His name.
And His mercy is on those that fear Him: from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with His arm: He has scattered the proud in the imagination of 

their hearts.
He has put down the mighty from their seats: and exalted those of low degree.
He has filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he has sent empty away.
He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy: as He spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: forevermore. Amen.

Litany & Lord’s Prayer: pp. 137-138 
Kyrie eleison.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

O God the Father in heaven,
Have mercy upon us.

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy upon us.



O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter,
Have mercy upon us.

Be gracious unto us.
Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious unto us.
Help us, good Lord.

From all sin;
From all error;
From all evil;

Good Lord, deliver us.

From the temptations and assaults of the devil;
From sudden and evil death;
From disease and famine;
From war and bloodshed;
From sedition and rebellion;
From storms and natural disaster;
From all calamity by fire and water;
And from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy Incarnation;
By Your holy Nativity;
By Your Baptism, Fasting and Temptation;
By Your Agony and Bloody Sweat;
By Your Cross and Passion;
By Your precious Death and Burial;
By Your glorious Resurrection and Ascension;
And by the coming of the Holy Ghost, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation;
In all time of our prosperity;
In the hour of death;
And in the Day of Judgment;

Help us, good Lord.



We poor sinners do beseech You;
To hear us, O Lord God.

And to lead and govern Your holy Christian church in the right way;
To preserve all pastors and servants of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding

of Your Word, and in holiness of life;
To put an end to all godless teaching and causes of offense;
To bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived.
To beat down Satan under our feet;
To send faithful laborers into Your harvest;
To accompany Your Word with Your Spirit and grace;
To raise up those who fall, and to strengthen those who stand;
And to comfort and help the faint-hearted and distressed:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all nations peace and concord;
To preserve our country from discord and contention;
To direct and defend our government, and all in authority;
And to bless and keep all who administer justice, and all our people: 

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To behold and sustain all who are in danger, necessity and tribulation;
To protect all who travel;
To preserve all women in the perils of childbirth;
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children;
To set free all who are innocently imprisoned;
To defend and provide for all fatherless children and widows;
And to have mercy on all people:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts;
To give and preserve to our use the fruits of the earth;
And graciously to hear our prayers:

We beseech You to hear us, good Lord.

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God;
We beseech You to hear us.



O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
Grant us Your peace.

O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christe eleison.
Christ, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie eleison.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father...

Collects
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new to us every morning, and, 
though we have in no way deserved Your goodness, You abundantly provide for all our needs 
of body and soul: Give us, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily acknowledge Your 
merciful goodness toward us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

P: O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works proceed, give 
Your servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments, and also that we, being defended by You from the fear of our enemies, may 
pass our time in rest and quietness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen.

P: Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and 



with Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the 
end of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with us
and with all the faithful through time and eternity; You who live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Benedicamus & Benediction: p. 127

Dismissal Hymn: 65, Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
C: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy Health and Salvation!
Join the full throng; Wake, harp and psalter and song;
Sound forth in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Who, as on wings of an eagle, uplifteth, sustaineth.
Hast thou not seen How thy desires all have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who hath fearfully, wondrously made thee;
Health hath vouchsafed and, when heedlessly falling, hath stayed thee.
What need or grief Ever hath failed of relief?
Wings of His mercy did shade thee.

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee,
Who from the heavens the streams of His mercy doth send thee.
Ponder anew What the Almighty can do
Who with His love doth befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen Sound from His people again;
Gladly for aye we adore Him.

Happy Thanksgiving to everyone!
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