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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF OUR BLESSED LORD! We are pleased you are here, 

gathered around the Gospel in Preaching and the Sacraments! GUESTS – If we can assist you
in any way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our
liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

CONFESSIONAL STATEMENT: Bethany Lutheran Church confesses all the Holy 
Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired word of God without any errors. 
We also hold, without any reservation, to the teachings of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Confessions contained in the 1580 Book of Concord. We confess these teachings to be the 
correct interpretation of Scripture and a true explanation of the one, holy, catholic (universal)
and apostolic faith. 

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: Scripture and our 
Confessions teach that the Lord’s Supper “is the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, under the bread and wine” (Small Catechism). We are concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to commune, 
please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness 
with us in doctrine, are members of sister churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod and 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson

JANUARY 22, 2023 † 11:00 A. M.



† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Lord God, heavenly Father, You gave Your Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to become Man and to come into the world that He might destroy the 
works of the devil, deliver us poor offenders from sin and death, and give everlasting 
life: We beseech You so to rule and govern our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that we may 
seek no other refuge than His Word, and thus avoid the sin to which we are by nature 
inclined, in order that we may always be found among the faithful followers of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, and by faith in Him obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Four  (The Lutheran Choral Service)
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 107

The Office of Preparation 
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Invocation & Confession of Sin (spoken) 
P: In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we 
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, 
word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and 
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
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For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you
all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit  
C: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Kyrie Eleison: 34, Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above
C: Kyrie, God Father in heav’n above, Great art Thou in grace and love,

Of all things the Maker and Preserver. Eleison, eleison!

Kyrie, O Christ, our King, Salvation for sinners Thou didst bring.
O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Our Mediator at the heav’nly throne,
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. Eleison, eleison!

Kyrie, O God the Holy Ghost, 
Guard our faith, the gift we need the most; Do Thou our last hour bless;
Let us leave this sinful world with gladness. Eleison, eleison!

Gloria in Excelsis (ELH p. 44-45)
P: Glory be to God in the highest
C: And on earth peace, good will toward men.
C: All glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!

To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended;
God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall reign on earth again;
O thank Him for His goodness!

We praise, we worship Thee, we trust, And give Thee thanks forever,
O Father, that Thy rule is just And wise and changes never.

       Thy boundless pow’r o’er all things reigns, Done is whate’er Thy will ordains;
Well for us that Thou rulest.
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O Jesus Christ, Thou only Son Of God, Thy heav’nly Father,
Who didst for all our sins atone And Thy lost sheep dost gather.
Thou Lamb of God, to Thee on high From out our depths we sinners cry,
Have mercy on us, Jesus!

O Holy Ghost, Thou precious Gift, Thou Comforter unfailing,
O’er Satan’s snares our souls uplift And let Thy pow’r availing
Avert our woes and calm our dread. For us the Savior’s blood was shed;
We trust in Thee to save us.

Salutation: p. 66
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.
 
Collect for the Day
P: Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities, and in all our 
dangers and necessities stretch forth the right hand of Your majesty to help and defend 
us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul (Jan. 25)
P: O God, through the preaching of the blessed Apostle Saint Paul You have caused 
the light of Your Gospel to shine to the Gentile world: give us grace ever to joy in the 
saving light of Your Gospel, and to spread it to the ends of the earth; through the same,
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with Your and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament: 2 Kings 5:1-15a 
P: In those days Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and
honorable man in the eyes of his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to 
Syria.  He was also a mighty man of valor, but a leper.  And Syrians had gone out on 
raids, and had brought back captive a young girl from the land of Israel.  She waited 
on Naaman’s wife.  Then she said to her mistress, “If only my master were with the 
prophet who is in Samaria! For he would heal him of his leprosy.”  And Naaman went 
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in and told his master, saying, “Thus and thus said the girl who is from the land of 
Israel.”  Then the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of 
Israel.”  So he departed and took with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of 
gold, and ten changes of clothing.  Then he brought the letter to the king of Israel, 
which said, “Now be advised, when this letter comes to you, that I have sent Naaman 
my servant to you, that you may heal him of his leprosy.”  And it happened, when the 
king of Israel read the letter, that he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and 
make alive, that this man sends a man to me to heal him of his leprosy? Therefore 
please consider, and see how he seeks a quarrel with me.”  So it was, when Elisha the 
man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, that he sent o the king, 
saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Please let him come to me, and he shall 
know that there is a prophet in Israel.”  Then Naaman went with his horses and chariot,
and he stood at the door of Elisha’s house.  And Elisha sent a messenger to him, 
saying, “God and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to 
you, and you shall be clean.”  But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, 
“Indeed, I said to myself, ‘He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the 
name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.’  
Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters 
of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a 
rage.  And his servants came near and spoke to him and said, “My father, if the prophet
had told you to do something great, would you not have done it? How much more 
then, when he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” So he went down and dipped seven 
times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh was 
restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.  And he returned to the man of
God, he and all his aides, and came and stood before him; and he said, “Indeed, now I 
know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel.”

P: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.

Hymn: 241, He that Believes and Is Baptized (tune: 227)
C: He that believes and is baptized Shall see the Lord’s Salvation;

Baptized into the death of Christ, He is a new creation.
Through Christ’s redemption he shall stand 
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Among the glorious heav’nly band Of ev’ry tribe and nation.

With one accord, O God, we pray: Grant us Thy Holy Spirit.
Look Thou on our infirmity Through Jesus’ blood and merit.
Grant us to grow in grace each day
By holy baptism that we may Eternal life inherit.

Epistle: Romans 12:16-21
P: Brethren: Do not be wise in your own opinion.  Repay no one evil for evil.  Have 
regard for good things in the sight of all men.  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but 
rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the 
Lord.  Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; 
For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.”  Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good.
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Chief Hymn: 198, O Christ, Our True and Only Light
C: O Christ, our true and only Light, Enlighten those who sit in night;

Let those afar now hear Thy voice And in Thy fold with us rejoice.

Fill with the radiance of Thy grace The souls now lost in error’s maze
And all whom in their secret minds Some dark delusion haunts and blinds.

O gently call those gone astray That they may find the saving way!
Let ev’ry conscience sore oppressed in Thee find peace and heav’nly rest.

O make the deaf to hear Thy Word And teach the dumb to speak, dear Lord.
Who dare not yet the faith avow, Though secretly they hold it now.

Shine on the darkened and the cold; Recall the wand’rers to Thy fold.
Unite all those who walk apart; Confirm the weak and doubting heart.
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So they with us my evermore Such grace with wond’ring thanks adore
And endless praise to Thee be giv’n By all Thy Church in earth and heav’n.

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 8:1-13
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. Matthew, the 8th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time When [Jesus] had come down from the mountain, great multitudes 
followed Him.  And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You 
are willing, You can make me clean.”  Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, 
saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.”  Immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  And Jesus
said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and
offer the gift that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”  Now when Jesus had 
entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, saying, “Lord, my 
servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.”  And Jesus said to him, “I 
will come and heal him.”  The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy 
that You should come under my roof.  But only speak a word, and my servant will be 
healed.  For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me.  And I say to 
this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, 
‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  When Jesus heard it, He marveled and said to those who 
followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in 
Israel! And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  But the sons of the kingdom 
will be cast out into outer darkness.  There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  
Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be 
done for you.”  And his servant was healed that same hour.

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.

Creedal Hymn: 38, We All Believe in One True God
P: We all believe in one true God, Who created earth and heaven,

The Father, who to us in love Hath the right of children given.
He both soul and body feedeth, All we need He doth provide us;

7



He through snares and perils leadeth, Watching that no harm betide us. 
He careth for us day and night, All things are governed by His might.

C: We all believe in Jesus Christ, His own Son, our Lord, possessing
An equal Godhead, throne, and might, Source of every grace and blessing.
Born of Mary, virgin mother, By the power of the Spirit,
Made true man, our elder Brother,That the lost might life inherit;
Was crucified for sinful men And raised by God to life again.

We all confess the Holy Ghost, Who sweet grace and comfort giveth
And with the Father and the Son In eternal glory liveth;
Who the Church, His own creation, Keeps in unity of spirit.
Here forgiveness and salvation Daily come through Jesus' merit.
All flesh shall rise, and we shall be In bliss with God eternally. Amen. 

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn (throughout Epiphany): 583, God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage
C: God's Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure.
Throughout all generations.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

The Liturgy of Holy Communion
Sanctus: 40, Isaiah, Mighty Seer, in Days of Old
C: Isaiah, mighty seer, in days of old 

The Lord of all in Spirit did behold
High on a lofty throne, in splendor bright, 
With flowing train that filled the Temple quite.
Above the throne were stately seraphim, 
Six wings had they, these messengers of Him.
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With twain they veiled their faces, as was meet,
With twain in reverent awe they hid their feet,
And with the other twain aloft they soared,
One to the other called and praised the Lord:
"Holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth!
Holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth!
Holy is God, the Lord of Sabaoth!
Behold, His glory filleth all the earth!"
The beams and lintels trembled at the cry,
And clouds of smoke enwrapped the throne on high.

Now let us to the Lord lift up our hearts
By faith which God the Holy Ghost imparts,
Now let us with the angel host unite,
And with the company of saints in light,
To bring our thanks and praise to God our Lord
Almighty, Everlasting, Gracious God,
For all creation’s splendor, earth and light;
For our redemption and eternal life,
Bought with the precious blood of Christ our King
Whose gracious Name we magnify and sing:
“Holy is God, the Lord of pow’r and might!
Holy is God, the Lord of pow’r and might!
Holy is God, the Lord of pow’r and might!
His love and glory filleth all the earth!”
Blest is the One who comes in God’s own Name,
Hosanna! Save us, Lord! Your grace we claim!”

Lord’s Prayer (spoken together)

Words of Institution: pp. 77-79

Pax Domini & Agnus Dei: 41, Lamb of God, Pure and Holy
When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation 
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may bow as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

C: Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o'er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus!

Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o'er us:
Have mercy on us, O Jesus!

Lamb of God, pure and holy, Who on the cross didst suffer,
Ever patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer.
All sins Thou borest for us, Else had despair reigned o'er us:
Thy peace be with us, O Jesus!

Distribution of the Body & Blood of the crucified and risen Lord Jesus

Nunc Dimittis: 48, In Peace and Joy I Now Depart
C: In peace and joy I now depart At God’s disposing;

For full of comfort is my heart; Soft reposing.
So the Lord hath promised me, And death is but a slumber.

’Tis Christ that wrought this work for me, My faithful Savior,
Whom Thou hast made mine eyes to see By Thy favor.
Now I know He is my life, My Help in need and dying.

Him Thou hast unto all set forth Their great Salvation;
And to His kingdom called the earth, Ev’ry nation.
By Thy dear and wholesome Word, In ev’ry place resounding.
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He is the Hope and saving Light Of lands benighted;
By Him are they who dwelt in night Fed and lighted.
He is Israel’s Praise and Bliss, :Their Joy, Reward, and Glory.

Collect of Thanksgiving: p. 83
P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness 
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have 
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your 
children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be 
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Rite for the Blessing of New Paraments
P: Beloved in the Lord: “The Lord reigns; He is clothed with majesty; The Lord is 
clothed, He has girded Himself with strength.” “Honor and majesty are before Him; 
Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary” (Psalm 93:1 & 96:6). It is therefore fitting 
that we implore the Lord’s blessing on these new paraments with which we will, next 
week, clothe the altar of His sanctuary from which He strengthens and preserves us in 
the true faith. 

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

P: Let us pray: O Lord God Almighty, You instructed Moses Your servant to make 
hangings and fine linens for use in Your tabernacle. We implore You to sanctify these 
altar & pulpit paraments for the adornment of Your Church; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord.
C: Amen.
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P: The Lord Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless these paraments 
for use in His Church.
C: Amen.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
    The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
    The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.

Dismissal Hymn: 172, Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (Tune: 461)
C: Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise;

Manifested by the star To the sages from afar,
Branch of royal David’s stem In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to Thee addressed, Word in flesh made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
And at Cana, wedding Guest, In Thy Godhead manifest;
Manifest in pow’r divine, Changing water into wine;
Anthems be to Thee addressed, God on earth made manifest.

Manifest in making whole Palsied limbs and fainting soul;
Manifest in valiant fight, Quelling all the devil’s might;
Manifest in gracious will, Ever bringing good from ill;
Anthems be to Thee addressed, God for us made manifest.

Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, Mirrored in Thy holy Word;
May we imitate Thee now And be pure as pure art Thou;
That we like to Thee may be At Thy great epiphany,
And may praise Thee, ever blest, God for all made manifest.
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Our Life Together

Bethany’s Annual Voters Meeting follows the Divine Service today. 
We will elect congregational officers to serve for this year and also adopt 
the budget for 2023. Pizza will be provided for lunch. Please note that the 
Rite for the Installation of Congregational Officers will take place next 
Sunday during the Divine Service.  

Sunday Bible Study resumes next Sunday. We are currently doing a series on
culturally relevant topics having to do with general worldview and daily living that
our society is struggling with. The study is based on the epistles of St. Peter, whose
writings helped his readers navigate the troubled waters of their own culture and
live as Christians in the midst of hostility and evil influences. In two weeks we
will look at what the Bible has to say about Racism. The Thursday study continues
a walk through of Judges this week by looking at Jephthah (Jg 10-12) If you do
not currently attend study after the Service, you are invited to come and join us as we grow 
together in God’s Word.

New Meditations on the table out in the entryway. There are copies in both regular print 
and large print.

Anniversary Dinner: The Ladies Guild has planned Bethany’s
38th Congregational Anniversary dinner for Sunday, February 19th. 

Treasurers Report: Copies of the new treasurers report is on the table out in the entryway. 
Please take one with you and keep up on the congregation’s finances. If you have any 
questions, please speak with our church treasurer Herb Klaviter.

First Sunday Fellowship: The first Sunday of the month is set aside for a 
longer fellowship time after the Service. In two weeks (Feb. 5) people are invited 
to bring refreshments to share and hang out together. Bible study will start at 1:00 
that day and run until about 1:40.
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Jan. 16-28: Kopps



Flower Chart: A flower chart is posted for the first half of 2023 on the back
bulletin board. The Sundays are listed, where you may sign up to bring
flowers. Flowers can be donated for a particular reason (in memory of a
loved one, in celebration of a birthday, baptismal anniversary, wedding
anniversary, etc.) or just because you would like to contribute. When you
sign up, please note what the flowers are dedicated to and that will be noted
in the Sunday announcements. 

Hope Medical Clinic Update: The Clinic staff wish to express their gratitude for all the 
gifts for families that were received in December. 74 churches participating in the giving tree 
gave 730 gifts! Many boxes of diapers and wipes were also received to replenish the 
dwindling stock. Some updates: (1) Diapers of all sizes and wipes are continuously needed; 
(2) Donations of play pens are needed; (3) Receptionists are needed at both The Dalles and 
Hood River sights. This is a paid position at roughly 30 hours a week; (4) Also looking to hire
a registered nurse; (5) Committed people for the Hope Clinic Board are needed.  

Theology for White Collar, Blue Collar & Clerical Collar…Issues, Etc. is a radio 
talk show produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor 
Todd Wilken. This week’s teachings include: I Am the Resurrection & the Life; Pastoral 
Visitation; The Nicene Creed; Pastoral Sabbaticals and more.  Lutheran Public also features 
24-hour sacred music for the Epiphany season. You can listen at your convenience at 
issuesetc.org, or download the free LPR mobile app on your cellphone.
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events Easter Week
Monday: Pastor at Concordia
Tuesday: Comm. of St. Timothy, Bishop & Martyr; Pastor at Bethany
Wednesday: FEAST OF THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL; Pastor at Concordia
Thursday: Comm. of St. Titus, Bishop & Confessor; Pastor at Bethany; 
                   Bible Study at Bethany, 10:00am
Friday: Comm. of St. John Chrysostom, Bishop & Doctor; Pastor at Bethany
Saturday: Pastor’s Day Off
Next Sunday: The Last Sunday after the Epiphany (Transfiguration of Our Lord)
                        Concordia Service of the Word, 9:00am
                        Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am; 
                        Bible Study for the Parish at Bethany, 12:45pm



Explaining the Divine Service
Communing with God: The Creed – Part 2

God Speaks to Us; We Speak Back to God
The entire Divine Service is a conversation between God and His people.  

God begins the conversation: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost.  His people respond: Amen.  This back and forth pattern is repeated 
throughout the liturgy.

The entire Divine Service is also a confession of faith in the triune God.  This 
faith comes from outside ourselves.  It is God’s faith, given to us when we were 
baptized.  The faith of our Baptism, which is nurtured and confessed in the Divine 
Service, extends out into our daily lives and work.  The conversation of faith is on our 
lips in the ordinary activities of our lives for the benefit of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ and our family and neighbors.

The Creeds: The Church’s Faith
The church’s confession of faith is expressed formally in the church’s creeds.  

Again, the word creed comes from the Latin word credo which simply means “I 
believe.”  “I believe in one God, the Father Almighty …  The creed is the church’s 
confession of the faith which is faithful to the Bible.  The three historic creeds of the 
Western church are the Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds.  These three 
creeds are called ecumenical, or “universal” creeds because they express the faith of
the Holy Scriptures that Christians of every age have always confessed and believed.
Every church that claims the name “Christian” affirms the truth of three creeds.  Any 
church that teaches against these three basic creeds has forfeited its claim to be a 
“Christian” church.

The Apostles’ Creed is the oldest and most basic of the three creeds.  No 
one knows when it was written.  By the time of the Reformation, the creed was 
divided into twelve parts.  Tradition held that each apostle contributed a phrase.  
Since there is little evidence of this, Luther simply divided the creed into its three 
natural parts in his catechism – one for each person of the Trinity.

 In the early years of the church it was common for bishops and church 
councils to write creeds that had authority in their own regions.  These creeds were 
used at baptisms and for catechism instruction.  Most likely, our Apostles’ Creed is 
the finished form of one or more of these various creeds.

The Apostles’ Creed summarizes the Christian faith in a simple way, and so it 
is the baptismal creed.  It is confessed at all baptisms, and it is the foundational 
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confession of the Christian life.  Thus, in the catechism Luther directs that Christians 
recite this creed daily – during morning and evening prayers.   

The Nicene Creed was the confession of faith adopted at the general church 
council held at Nicea in the year 325 AD.  This council was called to deal with the 
false teachings of the heretic Arius who denied that Jesus was fully God.  Arius 
taught that the Son was a creation of the Father and that there was a time before He 
existed.  Approximately three hundred bishops from all over Christendom met 
together.  At the end of the council all but two affirmed the Nicene Creed and rejected
Arius.  This is a remarkable testimony to the unity of the Christian Church in affirming 
that Jesus Christ is God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made.  This 
creed was affirmed and expanded into its current form at the second council of 
Constantinople in 381 AD.

The Nicene Creed is the creed used during the Divine Service.  However, this 
actually occurred quite late.  Beginning in Spain in the year 589 AD, its use spread 
slowly throughout the Christian church.  Finally, in the year 1014 Pope Benedict VIII 
ordered its use at all Sunday and Festival Divine Services.  The Lutheran Church 
retained the Nicene Creed in its reform of the liturgy, and Luther wrote a wonderful 
hymn paraphrase for the congregation to sing: We All Believe in One True God (ELH 
38).  In fact, this hymn serves as both the creedal hymn in Luther’s Choral Service 
and the catechism hymn for the Apostles’ Creed.

The Athanasian Creed is the third and longest of the three universal creeds.  
It was named after St. Athanasius (AD 296-373), though he didn’t write it.  Athanasius
is regarded as the greatest defender of the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity and the 
divinity of Christ in all of Christian history.  The Athanasian Creed originated in Gaul 
(present day France) a century after his death precisely to affirm these two chief 
doctrines.  This creed confesses that that there is only one God, and yet there are 
three distinct but equal persons in the Godhead.  The usual custom is to reserve this 
creed for Trinity Sunday only (probably because of its length).  It may also be 
confessed in between the lessons at Matins and Vespers.

The Place of the Creed in the Liturgy
The Creed is the third of the five great parts of the Divine Service that do not 

change (Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis, Creed, Sanctus, Agnus Dei).  It is always 
confessed on Sundays and festival days, though it is allowable to omit it at non-
festival weekday Services.  It is confessed after the Gospel lesson.  After we have 
heard God’s Word we respond by confessing the faith we have just been instructed 
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in; the faith that we were baptized into.
The Creed expresses the church’s faith, not the faith of any individual pastor.

The creed is the church’s possession and it may not be tinkered with or replaced at 
the pastor’s whim.  It is intolerable for pastors to write their own creeds and foist them
on their congregations.  If you ever encounter such a thing in a congregation, run for 
the door!

Reciting the creed is an act of worship.  Thus there is a certain ceremonial 
connected to it.  Following the Gospel the pastor simply goes to the center of the 
altar and begins the confession.  Introductions such as “Let us confess our faith 
according to the words of the Nicene Creed” are unnecessary chatter in most 
instances (there are exceptions to that rule).
The center of the creed is the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the 
deepest mystery of our faith – that God became man for us.  Therefore, the 
congregation may genuflect or bow deeply at the place where we confess that our 
Lord Jesus Christ came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of 
the Virgin Mary and was made man.  Finally, the sign of the cross may be made at 
the closing words: life of the world to come.  This reminds us that the life we will 
receive in heaven is already ours by virtue of our baptism.
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Epiphany 3: The Gospel (Romans 1:16) brought struggle to St. Paul, but God’s 
grace also gave him unconditional worth and purpose. He could not help but 
rejoice to proclaim and perform it. Sometimes declaring the sanctity of human 
life sets us at odds with popular opinion and even our own loved ones. Yet we 
need not be ashamed. Indeed, we may be most excited to speak and share it, 
for Jesus makes us and every neighbor a precious treasure from fertilization to 
forever. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, fill us to overflowing with the courage and compassion 
of Your creating, redeeming, and calling. Amen.

Life Thoughts in the Church Year/One Year Lectionary – Lutherans For Life
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Hymns for Epiphany 3: “Let ev’ry conscience sore opprest 
In Thee find peace and heav’nly rest.” Today’s CHIEF HYMN
O Christ, Our True and Only Light (ELH 198) was written by 
Johann Heermann (1585-1647), one of the most important 
Lutheran hymnwriters of the day. The hymn first appeared in
a 1630 hymnbook in a section entitled “In the Time of the 
Persecution and Distress of Pious Christians.” We can 
understand what Heermann had in mind when we remember
that he wrote during the dreadful years of the Thirty Years’ 
War. One commentator notes: “When we consider the many 

kinds of trials, sufferings of body and soul, under which many would have lost 
courage and given up in despair, then Heermann’s hymns will loom up before us 
as among the most exalted of spiritual poems. Here the cries of anguish of 
thousands, arising from the homes, from the streets, and from the fields of the 
beautiful country, have found an expression which is well-pleasing unto God; they
have found the peace of prayer, through communion with the Lord. … How 
touchingly Heermann, in this hymn, prays for the enemies of the Church, for the 
weak, for the faint-hearted! He does not desire the destruction of his enemies, but
their repentance and, above all, their salvation.” Truly this is hymn also for our 
time!  
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