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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF OUR BLESSED LORD! We are pleased you are here, 

gathered around the Gospel in Preaching and the Sacraments! GUESTS – If we can assist you
in any way with questions about our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our
liturgical service, or any other need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ will strengthen and comfort you.

CONFESSIONAL STATEMENT: Bethany Lutheran Church confesses all the Holy 
Scriptures, the Old and New Testaments, to be the inspired word of God without any errors. 
We also hold, without any reservation, to the teachings of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Confessions contained in the 1580 Book of Concord. We confess these teachings to be the 
correct interpretation of Scripture and a true explanation of the one, holy, catholic (universal)
and apostolic faith. 

PASTORAL CARE AND GUESTS AT THE LORD’S SUPPER: Scripture and our 
Confessions teach that the Lord’s Supper “is the true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, under the bread and wine” (Small Catechism). We are concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of all who commune at the Lord’s Table. If you are a guest and desire to commune, 
please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness 
with us in doctrine, are members of sister churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod and 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, and are not under church discipline in another 
congregation. In Christ, Pastor Lawson

MARCH 17, 2024 † 9:00 A. M.



Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you. St. Matthew 6:33

One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: that I may dwell in the house of
the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in His

temple. Psalm 27:4

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a
new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh,

and having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our

bodies washed with pure water. Hebrews 10:19-22

† In the Name of Jesus †
Prayer before Worship: Almighty and most Merciful God, You have appointed us to endure 
sufferings and death with our Lord Jesus Christ, before we enter with Him into eternal glory: 
grant us grace at all times to subject ourselves to Your holy will, and to continue steadfast in 
the true faith unto the end of our lives, and at all times to find peace and joy in the blessed 
hope of the resurrection of the dead, and of the glory of the world to come, through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

The Divine Service: Rite Two
Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary: p. 60

The Office of Preparation
(Confession & Holy Absolution)

Hymn of Invocation: 298, Sing My Tongue, How Glorious Battle
C: Sing, my tongue, how glorious battle Glorious victory became;

And above the cross, His trophy, Tell the triumph and the fame,
Tell how, He, the world’s Redeemer, By His death for us o’ercame.

God in pity saw us fallen, Shamed and sunk in misery,
When we fell on death by tasting Fruit of the forbidden tree:
Then another tree was chosen Which the world from death should free.
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Thus the scheme of our salvation Was of old in order laid,
That the manifold deceiver’s Art by art might be outweighed,
And the lure the foe put forward Into means of healing made.

Therefore, when th’ appointed fullness Of the holy time was come,
He was sent, Who maketh all things, Forth from God’s eternal home;
Thus He came to earth incarnate, Offspring of a Virgin’s womb.

Thirty years among us dwelling, His appointed time fulfilled,
Born for this, He meets His Passion, For that this He freely willed,
On the cross the Lamb is lifted Where His life-blood shall be spilled.

Faithful cross! Above all other, One and only noble tree!
None in foliage, none in blossom, None in fruit thy peer may be!
Sweetest wood and sweetest iron! Sweetest weight is hung on thee.

Thou alone wast counted worthy This world’s ransom to uphold;
For a shipwrecked race preparing Harbor, like the ark of old;
With the sacred blood anointed From the smitten Lamb that rolled.

At the Invocation and Absolution all may make the sign of the † 
in remembrance of their Baptism.

The Invocation: p. 60-61
P: In the Name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

The Confession of Sin (form I): pp. 60-62
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseech Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P: Our help is in the name of the Lord.
C: Who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;
C: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
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P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my 
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.

P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name? C: I do.

P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, 
and strengthen you by His Sacraments, 

that your joy may be full. 
Peace be with you!

C: Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Introit            Tone 3

-v7cYcc]cjchcgcfc]v]ccTcc]cscfcdcsc}
Antiphon (Pastor) Judge `me, O God:/ And plead my cause against an un`godly nation.
Oh, deliver me from the deceitful `and unjust man:/ For You are the `God of my strength;
Psalm (All) Oh, send out Your `light and Your truth:/ Let them lead me; let them bring 
me to `Your holy hill.
Then I will go to the `altar of God:/ to God my `exceeding joy.
Why are you cast `down, O my soul?:/ And why are you disquiet`ed within me?
Hope in God; for I `shall yet praise Him:/ the help of my counte`nance and my God.
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The Gloria Patri is silent from now until Easter. 

Antiphon (All) Judge `me, O God:/ And plead my cause against an un`godly nation.
Oh, deliver me from the deceitful `and unjust man:/ For You are the `God of my 
strength;

The Kyrie Eleison (form II): p. 63-64
C: Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison.

Christe eleison. Christe eleison. Christe eleison.
Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison.

The Salutation: p. 66 
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

Collect for the Day: p. 66
P: We beseech You, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon Your people, that by Your great 
goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore in both body and soul; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen.

Old Testament: Leviticus 16:29-34a
P: In those days, the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: This shall be a statute forever for you: in 
the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict your souls, and do no work 
at all, whether a native of your own country or a stranger who dwells among you. For on that 
day the priest shall make atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all 
your sins before the Lord.  It is a sabbath of solemn rest for you, and you shall afflict your 
souls.  It is a statute forever.  And the priest, who is anointed and consecrated to minister as 
priest in his father’s place, shall make atonement, and put on the linen clothes, the holy 
garments; then he shall make atonement for the Holy Sanctuary, and he shall make atonement 
for the tabernacle of meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for the priests and
for all the people of the assembly. This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make 
atonement for the children of Israel, for all their sins, once a year.
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P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gradual (All)   Tone 3

-v7cYcc]cjchcgcfc]v]ccTcc]cscfcdcsc}
Deliver me, O Lord, from `my enemies:/ teach me `to do Your will.
He delivers me from `my enemies:/ You also lift me up above those who `rise against me; 
You have `delivered me:/ from the `violent man.

Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-15
P: Brethren: Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.  Not with the blood of 
goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having
obtained eternal redemption.  For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Tract replaces the Alleluia Verse until Easter
P: “Many a time they have afflicted me from my youth: Let Israel now say:
“Many a time they have afflicted me from my youth: Yet they have not prevailed against 
me.
The plowers plowed on my back: They made their furrows long.”
The Lord is righteous: He has cut in pieces the cords of the wicked.

The congregation responds by singing:

-v`ccdccvccccfcvcvccgccccccchccccchccccccyccccvcccjcbcccjccbbbbbclcbbbbbbbbbccjcbbchccbbbbbbbcgccccc
    Christ has hum-bled Him-self,   and be-come o-be-dient 

-v`cckcbckccbbcccuccccccvccccgcbbbbbbbcchccbccbbbcjccbbbbbbbbcjcbbbbbcjccccbbbbbbcEccccc}
       un-to death;    ev’n the death of the Cross.
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Holy Gospel: St. John 8:42-59
P: The Holy Gospel according to † St. John, the 8th chapter: 
C: Glory be to You, O Lord.

P: At that time Jesus said to the Jews: “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I 
proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me.  Why do 
you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. You are of 
your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do.  He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he 
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.  But 
because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.  Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell
the truth, why do you not believe Me? He who is of God hears God's words; therefore you do 
not hear, because you are not of God.”  Then the Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not 
say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a 
demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me.  And I do not seek My own glory; there 
is One who seeks and judges.  Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall 
never see death.”  Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon! 
Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word he shall never 
taste death.’  Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are 
dead.  Whom do You make Yourself out to be?” Jesus answered, “If I honor Myself, My 
honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors Me, of whom you say that He is your God.  Yet 
you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I shall be a liar 
like you; but I do know Him and keep His word.  Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My 
day, and he saw it and was glad.  Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, 
and have You seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I AM.”  Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and 
went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.

P: This is the † Holy Gospel. 
C: Praise be to You, O Christ.
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At the words “And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
And was made man” all may bow out of reverence for Christ’s Incarnation.

Nicene Creed: p. 69
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
               Maker of heaven and earth

     and of all things visible and invisible.
     And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

     the only-begotten Son of God,
     Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     Very God of Very God,
     Begotten, not made,
     Being of one substance with the Father,
     By Whom all things were made;
     Who for us men and for our salvation
          came down from heaven
          and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
          and was made man;
          and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

                  He suffered and was buried;
                      and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures

          and ascended into heaven,
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
     And He shall come again with glory 
          to judge both the living and the dead;
          Whose kingdom shall have no end.

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
     Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
           and glorified,
     Who spoke by the Prophets.
     And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
     and the Life † of the world to come. Amen.
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Chief Hymn: 276, When O’er My Sins I Sorrow
C: When o'er my sins I sorrow, Lord, I will look to Thee

And hence my comfort borrow That Thou wast slain for me;
Yea, Lord, Thy precious blood was spilt
For me, O most unworthy, To take away my guilt.

Oh, what a marvelous offering! Behold, the Master spares
His servants, and their suffering And grief for them He bears.
God stoopeth from His throne on high;
For me, His guilty creature, He deigns as man to die.

My manifold transgression Henceforth can harm me none
Since Jesus' bloody Passion For me God's grace hath won.
His precious blood my debts hath paid;
Of hell and all its torments I am no more afraid.

Therefore I will forever Give glory unto Thee,
Jesus, loving Savior, For what Thou didst for me.
I'll spend my breath in songs of thanks
For Thy sad cry, Thy sufferings, Thy wrongs, Thy guiltless death.

Sermon

Pulpit Hymn: (throughout Lent): 593, On My Heart Imprint Thine Image
C: On my heart imprint Thine image, Blessed Jesus, King of grace,

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures, Have no pow’r Thee to efface.
This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, And my glory and salvation.

The Intercessions: each petition concludes: Lord, in Your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Hymn of Preparation: Lamb of God, O Paschal Victim (Tune: 412)
C: Lamb of God, O Paschal Victim Who alone does grace afford,

In this Paschal feast, Redeemer, Be by one and all adored
Once by all the world reviled, Paschal Victim undefiled!
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Thought a lamb before had given Never to it's slaught'rers' need;
But You, Christ, O Lamb from Heaven, Solely came our souls to feed –
Though by us You were reviled, Paschal Victim undefiled!

On the night of Your betrayal You the faithful gift did give:
Blood and Body for a Supper, That our starving souls should live –
Though by all the world reviled, Paschal Victim undefiled!

In Your blood and body offered Upon Calv'ry's curs-ed tree,
Grace and pardon now are proffered From the altar bodily –
Though by all the world reviled, Paschal Victim undefiled!

As we view Your body, Savior, We in adoration fall,
For Your flesh is heav'nly manna, Which alone gives life to all –
Though by all the world reviled, Paschal Victim undefiled!

As the blood once marked the doorposts Of Your sons in slavery,
May Your blood forever mark us As those by Your death set free,
And to God now reconciled, Paschal Victim undefiled!

The Liturgy of the Holy Communion
The Preface: p. 72
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit. 

P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface & Sanctus: pp. 73-76
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; on the tree of the cross You gave 
salvation to all mankind that, whence death arose, by the fault of one man, thence also life 
might arise by the obedience of one Man; and that even as Satan once overcame by a tree, 
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likewise by a tree he was overcome, through the death of Jesus Christ, our Lord; through 
whom with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He 
who come in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: pp. 77-78
P: Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
     against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, 
† but deliver us from evil;

C: For Thine is the kingdom and the pow’r and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution: pp. 78-79

When the Pastor turns and elevates the Host and Cup, the congregation may bow 
as an act of reverent worship toward the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.

The Pax Domini (The Peace of the Lord): p. 79
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.

The Agnus Dei: pp. 79-80
C: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world,

grant us Your peace. Amen.
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Distribution of the Holy Body & Precious Blood of Christ to the Faithful
Prayers for Before Holy Communion and After Holy Communion
are found on p. 40 in the front part of the hymnal.

The Nunc Dimittis: pp. 81-82
C: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in peace according to Your word.

For my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared before the face 
of all people, a Light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Your people 
Israel.

The Gloria Patri is silent from now until Easter. 

The Collect of Thanksgiving: pp. 82-83
P: O give thanks unto the Lord for He is good.
C: And His mercy endures forever.

P: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent 
Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always 
to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one true God, now and forever. C: Amen.

The Salutation: p. 84
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

The Benedicamus: p. 84
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Benediction: p. 84
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and † give you peace.
C: Amen. Amen. Amen.
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Dismissal Hymn: 273, The Royal Banners Forward Go (Tune: 351)
C: The royal banners forward go; The cross shines forth in mystic glow

Where He in flesh, our flesh who made, our sentence bore, our ransom paid;

Where deep for us the spear was dyed, Life's torrent rushing from His side.
To wash us in that precious flood Where mingled water flowed and blood.

Fulfilled is all that David told In true prophetic song of old;
Amidst the nations, God, saith he, Hath reigned and triumphed from the tree.

O Tree of beauty, Tree of light, O Tree with royal purple dight;
Elect, on whose triumphal breast Those holy limbs should find their rest;

On whose dear arms, so widely flung, The weight of this world’s ransom hung
The price of humankind to pay And spoil the spoiler of his prey.

O Cross, our one reliance, hail! So may thy power with us avail
To give new virtue to the saint And pardon to the penitent.

To Thee, eternal Three in One, Let homage meet by all be done
Whom by the cross Thou dost restore, Preserve, and govern evermore.
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Our Life Together

Bible Studies: In today’s study after the Service at Bethany, we will look at 1 John 2:1-11. 
The Thursday study this week is in 1 Samuel 24. Both Bible studies are for everyone! Join us 
to grow in faith by in depth learning of God’s Word together. As we study, we have a lot of 
good and relevant conversations about the things people are thinking about and the things 
happening in our world and in our own lives.

Midweek Lenten Vespers conclude this week on Wednesday at 6:00pm. We’ll read part 5 
of the Passion History of Our Lord: Jesus’s Crucifixion & Burial and hear preaching on 
Crosswords. 

March Men’s Breakfast: The next Men’s Breakfast is on Saturday at 9am at Bethany. 
There will be a time for food & fellowship, followed by a read through and discussion of the 
next of C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters. All the men of Bethany & Concordia are invited.

Church Literature: Please take any literature from the table in the narthex that you have not
yet received. New Lutheran Sentinels and other literature from synod are available, as well as 
new Meditations. 

You Can Help Advertise for Holy Week & Easter by liking the schedule of Services on 
the Bethany Facebook page, by commenting on it (this helps with reach) and by sharing it on 
your own pages. Also, personal invites to family, friends and neighbors to share in the joy that
is ours in observing these Holy Days is good! 

A Church Cleaning Sign up sheet is on the table in the narthex.
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THE PASTOR IS AVAILABLE for private Confession & Absolution, and for
confidential pastoral counselling, or just to chat. Please feel free to stop in. (The
Augsburg Confession teaches that “[private] Confession is not abolished among
us. ... Our people are taught that they should highly prize the Absolution as being

God’s voice and pronounced by God’s command. ... They are reminded what
great consolation it brings to anxious consciences. ... They are taught that faith in

Christ truly obtains and receives the forgiveness of sins.” Article 25)
Judica is Latin and means “Judge Me.” It’s the first word of today’s Latin Introit,

taken from Psalm 43: “Judge me, O God.” 



Voters Meeting: It is long past time we had a voters meeting at Concordia. Please set a date 
in consultation with the congregational chairman, Bob Rinehart, and let Pastor know.

Hope Clinic’s Spring Legacy Event is Friday, May 3 at Alliance Church in Hood River. 

Holy Week is Next Week! 
Palm Sunday (March 24)
Palm Procession & Service of the Word: 9:00am

Maundy Thursday (March 28)
Holy Communion: 4:00pm

Good Friday (March 29)
Passion Vespers: 4:00pm

Easter Sunday (March 31)
Easter Breakfast, 8:00am
Festival Holy Communion: 9:00am  
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Feasts, Commemorations, and Events
Monday: Pastor at Concordia
Tuesday: Pastor at Bethany
Wednesday: Pastor at Concordia; Concordia Lenten Vespers, 6:00pm
Thursday: Bible Study at Bethany, 10:00am; Bethany Lenten Vespers, 6:00pm
Friday: Pastor at Bethany
Saturday: THE FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD
                  Parish Men’s Breakfast at Bethany, 9:00am
Next Sunday: Palm Sunday
                        Concordia Service of the Word, 9:00am
                        Bethany Sunday School, 10:30am
                        Bethany Holy Communion, 11:00am; 
                        Bible Study at Bethany, 12:45pm
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Lent 5 (Judica): God’s gifts do not always make immediate human sense (John 
8:48, 53, 57). What remains certain regardless is that God is good and God 
gives. The Father who eternally gives Himself to the Son (John 8:42) and the Son
who offers Himself to the Father in appreciative obedience (John 8:55) are the 
Holy Trinity who imparts this life-giving Spirit even where only death appears 
possible (Genesis 22:10). Trusting His Word and work releases from death’s 
threatening grip (John 8:51, Genesis 22:13) 

Prayer: Father, Son, and Spirit, guide us to trust Your Gospel that we may share 
in Your abundant life.
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